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WASHINGTON: President Barack Obama, first lady Michelle Obama, Italian Prime Minister Matteo Renzi, and his wife Agnese Landini, wave from the Truman Balcony of the
White House in Washington yesterday, during a state arrival ceremony. — AP

ROME: Barack Obama praised the politi-
cal  “v is ion” of  I ta l ian Pr ime M inister
Matteo Renzi in a newspaper interview
yesterday ahead of a state visit by Renzi
to Washington, and criticized EU rules
that rein in national budgets. “I believe
the austerity measures have contributed
to slowing growth in Europe,” the US
president told la Repubblica daily, adding
that  Renzi  understood the need for
reforms to increase productivity and
stimulate investments.

Obama’s words are a boost for Renzi,
who faces a referendum on constitutional
reform that could decide his political future

and whose 2017 budget targets a fiscal
deficit higher than previously agreed with
the European Union. Obama said European
policies aimed at capping budget deficits
and lowering debt had led to years of stag-
nation and high unemployment in several
countries. “That is why I believe the vision
and the ambitious reforms Prime Minister
Renzi is following are so important,” he said.
Renzi “recognizes the need to make the
investments necessary to sustain growth
and jobs and increase opportunities.”

Renzi’s reforms in areas such as the labor
market, the state bureaucracy and educa-
tion have so far failed to boost Italy’s chron-

ically sluggish growth and his popularity
has fallen over the last 18 months. He has
said he will resign if he loses a Dec 4 refer-
endum on his plan to overhaul the consti-
tution by reducing the role of the Senate
and cutting the powers of regional govern-
ments. A large majority of opinion polls
over the past month have put the “no”
camp ahead. Former Prime Minister Mario
Monti, whose austerity measures are wide-
ly credited with saving Italy from a debt cri-
sis in 2011 and 2012, said yesterday he
would vote “no”.

He told Corriere della Sera daily the
new role of the Senate was unclear and

criticized Renzi for what he said was an
irresponsible budget that undermined
public finances by offering hand-outs to
persuade people to support the referen-
dum. Brussels will issue a verdict this year
on the budget.  European Commission
officials are concerned about Italy’s inabili-
ty to bring down a public debt of around
133 percent of national output, the high-
est in the euro-zone after Greece’s.
However, they are also reluctant to hurt
Renzi ahead of the referendum which they
fear could bring political instability if he
loses and favor the rise of the eurosceptic
5-Star Movement. — Reuters
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SANAA: Fire and smoke rise after a Saudi-led airstrike hit a site believed
to be one of the largest weapons depots on the outskirts of Yemen’s capi-
tal, Sanaa. —AP 

ADEN: The United Nations has announced a new
ceasefire in war-ravaged Yemen from tomorrow,
after a week of escalated fighting sparked new
international calls to end the conflict. While
President Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi’s govern-
ment and its Saudi backers said they would sup-
port the truce, there has been no word from the
Iran-backed rebels who control the capital Sanaa
and other areas of the Arabian Peninsula country.

A cessation of hostilities that first went into
effect in April “will re-enter into force at 23:59
Yemen time (2059 GMT) on 19 October 2016, for
an initial period of 72 hours, subject to renewal”,
UN special envoy for Yemen Ismail Ould Cheikh
Ahmed said in a statement late Monday. Yemen
has been rocked by war since the Shiite Houthi
rebels and allied forces loyal to ousted president
Ali Abdullah Saleh overran Sanaa in September
2014. The conflict escalated after a Saudi-led
Arab coalition began a campaign against the
rebels in March 2015.

The UN says the fighting has since killed
almost 6,900 people, wounded more than 35,000
and displaced at least three million, with civilians
paying the heaviest price amid a worsening
humanitarian crisis. UNICEF’s representative in
Sanaa, Mohammed al-Assadi, told reporters

Sunday that “10 million” children in Yemen need
“water, food, medicine, social protection, and
general services”. The United States, Britain and
the UN peace envoy on Sunday urged the warring
parties in Yemen’s civil war to declare a ceasefire.

Yemeni Foreign Minister Abdulmalek Al-
Mekhlafi welcomed the truce which he said will
be extended if the rebels adhere to it, activate a
truce observing committee, end a months-long
siege of Taez and allow “unrestricted” humanitar-
ian aid into the loyalist-controlled third city.
Before the UN announcement, Saudi Foreign
Minister Adel Jubeir also said Riyadh was in favor
of a truce if the rebels respect it, the daily Asharq
Al-Awsat reported.

Sixth truce attempt
This is the sixth attempt to establish a Yemen

ceasefire. The April truce declared in conjunc-
tion with the start of peace talks in Kuwait was
hardly observed on the ground, with each side
blaming the other for violations. It collapsed as
the talks ended in August with no break-
through, prompting an intensified round of
fighting. The Arab coalition stepped up its air
raids and cross-border attacks from Yemen on
Saudi Arabia intensified.  — AFP 

Purged North Korea 
diplomat reappears 

SEOUL: A veteran North Korean diplomat reportedly
purged over the recent defection of the deputy ambassa-
dor to Britain has appeared in public-albeit without his for-
mer job title. South Korea’s mass-circulation JoongAng Ilbo
reported last week that vice foreign minister Kung Sok-Ung
had been dismissed and expelled from Pyongyang to a
rural farming area with his family. But on Sunday the
North’s official KCNA news agency noted Kung’s presence
at a football match in the capital. The KCNA report referred
to him as the “former vice minister”, confirming he was no
longer in his original post but suggesting he may have just
retired. The Chosun Ilbo newspaper in Seoul quoted a
source as saying that Kung’s daughter was still living in
Pyongyang and acting as a guide for foreign visitors. As the
vice foreign minister, Kung, 72, had special responsibility
for European affairs. His dossier fuelled speculation he
might have been punished for the defection two months
ago of the North’s deputy ambassador to Britain, Thae
Yong-Ho, and his family to South Korea. 

UK police probe 
rape allegations 

LONDON: British police are investigating an allegation
of rape at the Houses of Parliament against an aide to
a Conservative Party MP, the politician’s spokesman
said yesterday. London’s Metropolitan Police on
Monday announced an investigation into the alleged
rape which is said to have occurred in the early hours
of October 14. “A 23-year-old man was arrested that
same day on suspicion of rape. He has been bailed
pending further enquires to a date in mid-January
2017,” the Metropolitan Police said. Investigators did
not publicly name the victim or the suspect, who was
identified by British media as an aide to MP Craig
Mackinlay who represents the ruling Conservative
Party. A spokesman for Mackinlay said the politician
“was made aware of an allegation against a member of
his staff” on Friday morning.  “Following a request
made by the police and parliamentary services he
granted full access to his Westminster office. “Mr
Mackinlay is currently awaiting further information
from the police,” they said. 
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Venezuela court raises 
obstacle to recall vote

CARACAS: Venezuela’s Supreme Court has raised another
obstacle to an opposition drive for a referendum on recall-
ing leftist President Nicolas Maduro, who is blamed for a
deepening economic and political crisis. Proponents of a
recall already faced a high hurdle: they must collect signa-
tures from 20 percent of the electorate-or about four mil-
lion voters-over a three-day period from October 26 to 28.
But in a ruling Monday the Supreme Court raised the bar
even higher by making it 20 percent of the electorate in
each of the country’s 24 states in order to force a recall
vote. “The failure to collect that percentage in any of the
states or the capital district would nullify the validity of a
presidential recall referendum,” the court said. Maduro’s
popularity has plummeted as his oil-rich country has spi-
raled into chaos, with the economy now in its third year of
a deep recession, exacerbated by the plunge in world oil
prices. Inflation is expected to top 700 percent this year,
and ordinary Venezuelans are struggling with widespread
shortages of food and medicine. 

6 people found alive 
with severed hands 

GUADALAJARA: Five men and a woman were found
alive on Monday on a road in western Mexico with
their hands amputated and their foreheads marked
with the word “I’m a thief.” The victims were mutilated
by a criminal group linked to drug trafficking, which
also left a dead man on the road and two bags with
the severed hands in Tlaquepaque, near Guadalajara,
Mexico’s second biggest city, police said. “They’re in a
delicate state of health,” local police commander
Roberto Larios told reporters. “Their stumps were
wrapped in plastic.” Drug cartels often leave the dis-
membered bodies of victims on roadsides in Mexico,
making the discovery of six mutilated people alive all
the more unusual. The dead man, 39, was apparently
beaten to death and his hands were not cut off. He was
married to the woman, who is 44. The other men are
aged between 25 and 43. Authorities suspect that the
gruesome crime is linked to drug dealing. Two of the
victims have rap sheets. 

Retired top US General 
pleads guilty to lying 

WASHINGTON: A retired top US general pleaded guilty
Monday to making a false statement during an FBI probe
into a classified intelligence leak about a cyberattack
against Iran’s nuclear program in 2010. Marine Corps
General James Cartwright, 67, formerly the vice chairman
to the Joint Chiefs of Staff, was accused of lying to investi-
gators when he said he had not confirmed classified infor-
mation to New York Times journalist David Sanger. Sanger
wrote a book describing a joint US and Israeli operation
that deployed a virus called “Stuxnet” that reportedly
destroyed or damaged centrifuges being used by Iran to
enrich uranium in 2010. The malicious code reportedly
dealt Iran’s disputed nuclear program a serious blow.
“After investigators showed Cartwright a list of quotes and
statements from David Sanger’s book, a number of which
contained classified information, Cartwright falsely told
investigators that he was not the source,” prosecutors said
on a charge sheet. 

Retired Marine Gen James Cartwright

UN announces truce in new attempt to end Yemen war

CHIOS: Standing with a group of children
outside a refugee camp on the Greek
island of Chios, little Roza can’t wait to get
an early start to her day. “Good school,
good school!” she beams, her backpack on
and pigtails bobbing. Roza, a Syrian Kurd,
is one of a small group of children in
Greece’s island camps fortunate enough
to get some schooling. Thousands of oth-
ers count education as just another loss in
the long list of deprivations on the har-
rowing road from home. 

Roza is one of some 270 children who
are learning English, mathematics, arts
and creative skills with “Be Aware and
Share” (BAAS), a Swiss NGO which has
been active on Chios since May. Operating
out of a converted former restaurant in
the island’s port capital, the 20-strong
team runs classes for children from the
age of six, as well as workshops for
teenagers about cooking or going to the
supermarket. The school also promotes
acceptance of other national back-
grounds. And hygiene, including tooth-
brush use. “We’re not here to replace
mainstream school,” says Nicholas Millet, a
British volunteer and one of the founders
of the BAAS school. “We provide an aca-
demic curriculum (but) for us, this is about
children feeling like children again.” BAAS
project manager Jacob Rohde says the
program provides “a drop of normality” for
children who also experience regular out-
breaks of violence in the camp.

‘A sense of safety’
But he believes that getting children

into mainstream Greek schools is an

“absolute necessity.” “Going to a normal
school would provide these children with
so much more of a sense of structure,
safety and normality,” the 28-year-old
German told AFP outside the school.
Inside, a teacher can be heard strumming
a guitar for youngsters in class. 

At the makeshift Souda camp, 28-year-
old Djeneba from Mali is one parent who
has agreed to send her child to the Swiss
volunteer program. “I want what is best for
my child, she is the reason I’m here,” says
this divorced mother, who fled Mali after
her firstborn daughter died from the
effects of genital mutilation. There are
more than 60,000 refugees and migrants
in Greece. Among them are thousands of
children, including around 2,000 who are
entirely on their own-many under the age
of eight. More than half of these unac-
companied minors - 1,200 in all-are stay-
ing on the islands of the eastern Aegean.
According to the UN children’s agency
UNICEF, refugee children in Greece have
on average missed 20 months of school.

‘A very big mistake’
On the mainland, the Greek education

ministry last week began after-hours
classes for some 1,500 refugee children in
20 schools around the country. However,
there are currently no classes on offer at
schools on several islands housing
migrant camps. The education ministry
says children in island camps, many of
whose parents have applied for asylum
and are waiting to be relocated to the
mainland, are on hold as their transfer
could be imminent. — AFP 

LUDWIGSHAFEN: German chemicals giant
BASF said the two people who died after
an explosion and subsequent fire at its flag-
ship production complex at Ludwigshafen
on Monday were both members of the
site’s own fire brigade. They were respond-
ing to a minor fire near the huge complex
of plants’ river harbor on Monday morning
when a pipe exploded that most likely con-
tained propylene or ethylene, BASF told
journalists at a news conference yesterday. 

The resulting blaze took fire fighters 10
hours to extinguish and forced BASF to
shut down more than 20 facilities, includ-
ing its two steam crackers which produce
the basic hydrocarbon chemicals used to
produce a wide range of plastics and other
chemicals. The harbor at which the explo-
sion occurred serves as a terminal for tak-

ing in combustible fluids such as naphtha
and methanol that are important for BASF’s
supply of raw materials.

One person is still missing following the
blast and is believed to be in the water. Six
of the 25 people injured are still in inten-
sive care, Ludwigshafen city official Dieter
Feid said at the news conference. BASF
management board member Margret
Suckale said the company was facing “big
challenges” in supplying its customers after
the blast cut off the supply of raw materi-
als, but said its main concern was for the
deceased, the injured and their families for
the moment. She said she could not yet say
what the financial damage of the explosion
would be, but said it would take some time
to start up the steam crackers again once
the area had been cleared. — Reuters

2 fire fighters killed in blast 
at German chemical complex

LUDWIGSHAFEN: Smoke rises from the Chemical plant of the BASF site in
Ludwigshafen, western Germany. — AFP 

On Greek islands, children
of war hungry for school


