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Two key opposition figures, former Assembly speaker
Ahmad Al-Saadoun and deputy speaker Khaled Al-Sultan
did not attend the meeting. The two figures have explicit-
ly announced that they will not run in the election
because the opposition will not be able to change the
status quo. Other leading MPs who have said they will
not run include Faisal Al-Mislem, Khaled Al-Tahous,
Mohammad Al-Khalifa and others.

Dozens of opposition activists meanwhile visited the
houses of a number of former MPs to convince them to
end their boycott and contest the election in order to
prevent “corrupt” lawmakers reaching the house. The
activists visited the residence of former Islamist MP
Jamaan Al-Harbash, who did not provide a clear-cut

answer, telling the activists that he is contemplating the
issue. The activists also launched a Twitter campaign to
urge opposition leaders to contest the polls in order to
win a majority in the 50-seat Assembly.

Controversial lawmaker Abdulhameed Dashti told
Syrian government news channel that he plans to contest
the election despite living outside the country to escape
over 30 years of jail terms against him for insulting Saudi
Arabia and Bahrain. The Islamic Constitutional Movement
said it will name six candidates to run in the polls. The lib-
eral Kuwait Democratic Forum said yesterday the dissolu-
tion of the Assembly is like a time bomb that could drag
the country into further political disputes. It said in a state-
ment that although the decision appears to fulfill constitu-
tional requirements, the reasons for dissolving the
Assembly are very weak and could trigger a legal battle.

Former opposition MPs to likely end polls...
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The text had created unease at the top of the organiza-
tion, with Michael Worbs, who chairs UNESCO’s executive
board, saying he would have liked more time to work out
a compromise. The resolution was voted on last Thursday
at the committee stage, with 24 votes in favor, six against
and 26 abstentions. There were two absentees. UNESCO
chief Irina Bokova also distanced herself from the resolu-
tions, saying in a statement that “nowhere more than in
Jerusalem do Jewish, Christian and Muslim heritage and
traditions share space”.

Israel’s envoy to UNESCO defended the Jewish
state’s suspension of its cooperation with the organiza-
tion as a “proportional reaction” to the resolution
passed yesterday. “I hope it will not last long,” Shama
Hacohen told AFP. He also saw Mexico’s decision to
change its position yesterday from voting in favor of
the resolution to abstaining as a small victory. “We
hope it will come to a point that the Palestinians under-
stand that there is no place for these games at
UNESCO,” he said. The UN body also yesterday adopted
a separate, less controversial resolution on schools in
Palestinian territories. —AFP 

UNESCO adopts Jerusalem resolution
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Speaking to AFP from inside Mosul, resident Abu Saif
said heavy smoke was hanging over the city as the mili-
tants burned tyres to shield themselves from air strikes.
While the sounds of explosions could be heard coming
from outside the city, its streets were eerily quiet, the 47-
year-old former company manager said. “The streets are
empty, the people have been staying at home since the
strikes started yesterday,” Abu Saif said. “There is this hap-
piness inside us... because we feel that we are about to be
rescued,” he said. “But we are scared that Daesh (IS) can
still carry out acts of revenge against the population.”

The long-awaited Mosul offensive was launched on
Monday, with some 30,000 federal forces leading Iraq’s
largest military operation since the 2011 pullout of US
troops. Retaking Mosul would deprive IS of the last
major Iraqi city under its control, dealing a fatal blow to
the “caliphate” the jihadists declared two years ago after
seizing large parts of Iraq and neighboring Syria. Iraqi
commanders said IS fighters were hitting back with sui-
cide car bomb attacks but that the offensive was going
as planned.

“Many villages have already been liberated,” said
Sabah Al-Numan, the spokesman of the elite counter-ter-
rorism service. “Iraqi forces have achieved their goals and
even more, but we’re careful to stick to the plan and not
rush this.” The two main fronts are south of Mosul, where
forces are moving from Qayyarah, and east, where anoth-
er push involving Kurdish peshmerga fighters is under
way. In the south, forces inching forward along the Tigris
river were training their sights on a village called
Hammam Al-Alil, while units east of Mosul entered
Qaraqosh, once Iraq’s biggest Christian town.

Iraqi forces have significant ground to cover before
reaching the boundaries of the city, which IS is defending
with berms, bombs and burning oil trenches. IS forces are
vastly outnumbered, with the US military estimating
3,000 to 4,500 militants in and around Mosul. A video
released yesterday by the IS-linked Amaq news agency
showed masked fighters in battledress patrolling a
deserted, dimly lit thoroughfare in what it said was
Mosul. “America will be defeated in Iraq and will leave,
God willing, again - humiliated, wretched, dragging its
tail in defeat,” one of the fighters said to camera.

The US-led coalition said strikes destroyed 52 targets
on the first day of the operation. “Early indications are

that Iraqi forces have met their objectives so far, and that
they are ahead of schedule for this first day,” Pentagon
press secretary Peter Cook said. Most of the coalition’s
support has come in the shape of air strikes and training,
but US, British and French special forces are also on the
ground to advise local troops.

“It could be a long battle, it’s not a blitzkrieg... It’s a
lengthy affair (lasting) several weeks, maybe months,”
French Defence Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian told
reporters in Paris. France will host an international meet-
ing today on the political future of Mosul, while the coali-
tion’s defense ministers will meet in Paris next Tuesday to
assess progress on the military front. Aid groups are brac-
ing for a potentially massive humanitarian crisis, with
some warning yesterday they were preparing for the pos-
sible use of chemical weapons by IS.

Mosul is Iraq’s second-largest city and the UN fears
that up to a million people could be forced from their
homes by the fighting. “There are real fears that the
offensive to retake Mosul could produce a humanitarian
catastrophe, resulting in one of the largest man-made
displacement crises in recent years,” warned William
Spindler, spokesman for the UN refugee agency.

Both the Red Cross and the International Organization
for Migration raised concerns of IS using chemical
weapons. The Red Cross was training healthcare workers
and providing equipment to facilities around Mosul “that
would be able to absorb the cases of people contaminat-
ed,” Robert Mardini of the group’s Near and Middle East
division told reporters in Geneva. Iraqi troops and police
have been joined on the battlefront by an array of some-
times rival forces, including the Kurdish peshmerga,
Sunni tribal fighters and Iran-backed Shiite militia.

IS once controlled more than a third of Iraq’s territory
but its self-proclaimed “state” has been shrinking steadily.
Experts warn that the jihadists are likely to increasingly
turn to insurgent tactics as they lose ground. The group
has claimed a string of deadly suicide bombings in
Baghdad in recent days. IS has also organized or inspired
a wave of attacks in Western cities and yesterday the
European Union’s security commissioner raised concerns
over the potential impact of Mosul’s fall.

“The retaking of the IS’ northern Iraq stronghold,
Mosul, may lead to the return to Europe of violent IS
fighters,” Julian King told German daily Die Welt. He said
even a handful of militants returning would pose a “seri-
ous threat that we must prepare ourselves for”. — AFP 

Iraqi forces make gains in push to retake...

SEOUL: Walking into an empty women’s bathroom stall,
Park Kwang-Mi waves a hand-held detector around the
toilet seat, paper roll holder, doorknob and even the
ventilation grill on the ceiling. “It’s my job to make sure
there’s no camera to film women while they relieve
themselves,” the 49-year-old said after similarly inspect-
ing dozens of public toilet stalls at a museum in Seoul.
“It’s weird that there are people who want to see some-
thing like that...but this is necessary to help women feel
safe,” she told AFP.

A member of Seoul city’s all-female “hidden camera-
hunting” squad, Park is at the forefront of a battle against
“molka”, or “secret camera” porn. South Korea takes pride
in its tech prowess, from ultra-fast broadband to cutting-
edge smartphones. Around 90 percent of its 50 million
people possess smartphones - the highest rate in the
world. But it’s a culture that has also given rise to an
army of tech-savvy Peeping Toms in a still male-domi-
nated country with a poor record on women’s rights.

Many use special smartphone apps to film up
women’s skirts as they ride subway escalators or sit at
desks, and spy cameras to gather footage from changing
rooms and toilet stalls. The images are then often shared
to numerous molka speciality sites on the Internet. Such
practices have become so rampant that all manufactur-
ers of smartphones sold in South Korea are required to
ensure the cameras on their devices make a loud shutter
sound when taking photos. 

Molka crimes are daily news, and perpetrators cover a
broad social range. A pastor at a Seoul mega-church with
100,000 members was caught filming up a woman’s skirt
on an escalator. His smartphone was packed with similar
images of other women. A 31-year-old obstetrician was
jailed for secretly filming female patients and nurses in a
changing room and sharing some of the images on the
Internet. And the head coach of South Korea’s national
swimming team resigned last month after two male
swimmers were found to have installed a hidden camera
in the locker room of their women teammates.

According to police data, the number of molka crimes
jumped more than six-fold from about 1,110 in 2010 to
more than 6,600 in 2014. While some offenders use
smartphones, others employ spy-style gadgets, includ-
ing ballpoint pens, glasses or wrist watches equipped
with micro lenses, said Hyun Heung-Ho, a detective
attached to Seoul police’s metro squad. The squad was
established in 1987 to fight subway crime like pickpock-
ets, but now its main focus is on tackling various kinds of
sexual harassment, including molka crimes.

“It’s tough because the technology they use advances
so fast, like special apps to mute camera sound or to
show something else on the display while the camera is
rolling,” Hyun told AFP. The majority of men nabbed by
the squad are in their 20s or 30s - and include many col-
lege-educated, white-collar workers. “They generally cry
and beg to be let off, saying they were ‘simply curious’,”
Hyun said.

Convicted offenders face a fine of up to 10 million
won ($9,100) or a maximum jail term of five years. To
help with their crackdown, police have offered cash
rewards to those reporting molka crimes and the Seoul
city council has hired dozens of women like Park to
scour bathrooms and other spaces for hidden cameras.
Office worker Lee Hae-Kyung said she, like many of her
friends, tried to avoid toilets in public spaces like subway
stations. “If I urgently need to use a public toilet, I always
inspect the doorknob or the flush handle,” the 38-year-
old told AFP.

“It’s scary because many molka are apparently filmed
by normal people like office workers ... so who knows?
An ordinary-looking guy standing next to you in the
subway may be filming up your skirt,” she said.
Whenever a man stands behind Lee on an escalator, she
slightly turns her body to face him or look him in the eye
- a move detective Hyun says can act as a strong deter-
rent. According to Lee Na-Young, a sociology professor
at Hanyang University in Seoul, the only real solution is a
societal one.

Lee said “upskirt videos” had been avidly consumed in
South Korea and Japan for decades. “Both are deeply
conservative nations where open discussion of sex is
quite taboo, people feel sexually oppressed and women
are relentlessly objectified and discriminated against,”
she said. South Korea - Asia’s fourth-largest economy -
has long been ranked bottom for women’s rights among
OECD member nations.

Average pay for South Korean women is 63.3 percent
that of men - the lowest in the OECD - and women
account for 11 percent of managerial positions and 2.1
percent of corporate boards - far lower than the OECD
average of 31 percent and 19 percent. In this environ-
ment, some men view women as nothing more than
sexual objects, Lee said, describing the molka trend as a
“wrong marriage between fast-evolving technology
and slow-evolving patriarchal culture”. “The molka prob-
lem won’t be solved unless we deal with this bigger
social problem through education at home and at
school,” she said. —  AFP 

On the trail of S Korea’s 

high-tech Peeping Toms

SEOUL: This picture taken on Aug 18, 2016 shows a member of Seoul city’s “hidden camera-hunting” squad
(left) and a policewoman inspecting a women’s bathroom stall to find “secret cameras” at a museum. —  AFP 


