
The voices cascade into the studio, denouncing political
hypocrisy and media bias and disappearing values.
Hillary Clinton is a liar and a crook, they say; Donald

Trump is presidential and successful. By the time the 16th
caller reaches the air this day, the Rick Roberts show has
reached an impassioned crescendo of anger and lamenta-
tion. Roberts, WBAP’s bearded, rodeo-roping, husky-voiced
host, has heard enough, and he is primed with a message
for his listeners. “I want my country back,” he begins.

He repeats that sentence a half-dozen times in a 41/2-
minute rant that darts from fear of crime to outsourced jobs
to political correctness. He pans soulless politicians and has-
been celebrities and psycho-babble hug-a-tree experts; he
pines for a time when everyone spoke English and looked
you in the eye and meant what they said. It’s a fervent solilo-
quy that dismisses transgender people and calls for faith to
regain public footing and for economic opportunity to
return. “I want America to be America,” he says. “I don’t rec-
ognize this country anymore.”

This is a white male voice preaching to a largely white
male audience that has expressed similar sentiments, in
dribs and drabs, in hushed water cooler conversations and
boisterous barroom exchanges and, most of all, in the
course of a presidential campaign in which Trump has
become their champion and their hope. At this moment in
American history, to be white and male means, for many, to
feel centuries of privilege and values slipping away. To many
others, the notion of white men being marginalized is ludi-
crous, their history a study in privilege. But data show some
real losses, even as they maintain advantages:

•  Whites’ household net worth fell dramatically in the
Great Recession. (But the declines of blacks and Hispanics
were far larger, and whites still have an average net worth
about 13 times greater than blacks and 10 times greater
than Hispanics.)

•  White home ownership is down from a decade ago.
(But black and Hispanic home ownership, already lower,
dropped at a far sharper rate.)

•  White women have overtaken men in earning college
degrees. (But white men still hold a big educational advan-
tage over blacks and Hispanics.)

•  The number of incarcerated white men has ballooned.
(But black and Hispanic men remain far more likely to be
jailed.)

•  Fueled by suicides, drug overdoses and alcohol-related
illnesses, mortality rates for middle-age whites have
increased even as they continue to fall among middle-age
blacks and Hispanics. (Still, white men continue to have a
longer life expectancy than black men, though shorter than
Hispanics.)

No one cites metrics like these on air this day, but it’s
clear some of the listeners have felt their toll. Stephen

Sanders is 49 and was once an X-ray technician. He says his
skill and seniority were ignored when he applied for a super-
visory job that ultimately went to a black candidate. When
Trump announced his candidacy, Sanders was thrilled to
hear someone give voice to his feelings about immigration
and outsourcing and restoring opportunity for guys like him.
He felt he was seeing decades of painful history starting to
be reversed. He wants to live a better life than his father, but
he doesn’t. “The theme about the American experience is to
get better and to do more,” he says. “I’ve never experienced
it. I’ve always struggled.”

Jon Hayes also dials in this day. He is 55 and once
owned a construction business. It folded and he lost his
house, he said, when it became impossible to compete
against the cheap labor of immigrants who came to the US
illegally. He fell back on a career in auto mechanics and
hoped to retire this year, but has put it off. A grown son still
lives at home, and for all the setbacks Hayes has had, he
believes he’s still able to say something that he’s not sure
the 29-year-old will: He achieved a better life than his par-
ents. “I just don’t think the opportunity is out there now
that there used to be,” he says.

White Privilege 
They are far from alone in their pessimism. A Kaiser

Family Foundation-CNN poll released in September com-

pared white college graduates and the white, black and
Hispanic working class. Working-class whites were least like-
ly to say that they’re satisfied with their influence in politics,
that the federal government represents their views, and that
they believe their children will achieve a better standard of
living than them. They were most likely to say it has become
harder to get ahead financially and find good jobs in recent
years, and to blame economic problems on the federal gov-
ernment and immigrants working here illegally.

Roberts, 53, sees the hurt across the US, but dismisses the
idea of white privilege. His parents were never in his life, he
says. He was left with grandparents and, when they grew
too old, he was emancipated at age 15 and landed at a boys’
ranch. He went on to earn an MBA and law degree and shift-
ed 22 years ago to begin a life in radio.

He first delivered his “I want my country back” rant,
impromptu, about two years ago on one of those days
when his listeners’ despair was overwhelming. He keeps an
MP3 of the audio on his computer and airs it every now
and again when it seems right. He clicks the file this after-
noon and it begins to play. “I want my country back, and
the only way, the only way I’m ever going to be able to get
this country back is if I reach out to the brothers and sisters
that all feel the very same way and say, ‘Hell, no, you can’t
have the country.’ Stop it! How many different ways do we
say stop it!?” — AP 
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Issues

Splits plunge South 
Africa’s liberation 
party into turmoil

As options shrink, US white men ask why

More is riding on the battle for
Mosul than the recapture of the
Islamic State group’s main strong-

hold in northern Iraq. Also on the line is the
Obama administration’s theory that the
extremists can be defeated in Iraq, Syria
and elsewhere without American ground
troops doing the fighting. For more than
two years, the administration has stuck to
its argument that the only path to a sus-
tained victory over the Islamic State group
is for locals, not Americans or other out-
siders, to bear the main responsibility for
the fighting and for governing after the
extremists are removed.

President Barack Obama has taken a lot
of political heat for that approach, which
critics say has allowed IS to expand its
international reach and influence. The via-
bility of Obama’s strategy has been widely
doubted. In May 2015, after months of US
bombings in Iraq and while in the midst of
Americans training and advising Iraqi
ground troops, the Iraqis lost the city of
Ramadi. Defense Secretary Ash Carter
publicly said he doubted the Iraqis’ will to
fight. Since then, the US support role has
grown and the Iraqi security forces have
managed to retake key parts of western
and northern Iraq, including Ramadi.

Mosul is different, not least because it is
the place where Islamic State leaders in
2014 announced their intent to create an
Islamic-run state after taking a large swath
of Iraq and Syria in a lightning surge. White

House press secretary Josh Earnest on
Monday called Mosul a new measure of
Obama’s strategy. “And I think the presi-
dent would be the first to acknowledge
that this is a significant test,” he said, given
the size of the city and its importance to IS.
“Dislodging them from the city would be a
significant strategic gain,” Earnest said.

US airpower played a key role in the
run-up to the fight for Mosul by taking out
Islamic State defenses, cash resources,
supply routes and some of the group’s
leaders. The US is now providing air cover
as Iraqi security forces and members of
the Kurdish militia begin their attempt to
retake the city over the next several
weeks. American advisers are working
with Iraqi troops, but the outcome will be
determined largely by the Iraqis.

Mosul may answer the question: If IS
loses a crown jewel of its  so-called
caliphate, will that be a decisive and sus-
tainable victory for Iraq? Or will Baghdad
once again falter, allowing sectarian and
political divisions to destabilize the coun-
try and permit a return of extremists? That
likely won’t be known before Obama’s suc-
cessor takes office. The next president also
will inherit the broader problem of Syria -
not just the IS presence there, including in
its self-proclaimed capital of Raqqa, but
also the civil war with its complications
involving Russia, Iran and Turkey.

Iraq remains deeply divided, and the
grievances among the country’s Sunni,

Shiite and Kurdish populations that
allowed IS to rise to power in the first
place have not been resolved. Even if the
Mosul campaign is successful militarily,
there is a risk of violence erupting again in
the form of revenge killings or clashes
between groups once allied against a
common enemy.

Aftermath 
Seth Jones, a defense and security

expert at the RAND Corp, says the combat
phase of the battle for Mosul, while diffi-
cult, will be “much easier” than the after-
math. “I think there’s a strong possibility
that a lot of the political grievances actu-
ally get accentuated,” he said in an inter-
view Friday. David Petraeus, the former
Army general who commanded US and
coalition forces in Iraq in 2007-08, calls
the Obama approach in Iraq and Syria “a
new way of fighting”. “It’s much more sus-
tainable in terms of blood and treasure
than obviously having our forces have to
do it ,” Petraeus,  who also ser ved as
Obama’s CIA director, said Sunday on
ABC’s “This Week.”

Obama began sending small numbers
of US military advisers to Iraq in the sum-
mer of 2014, after the Islamic State had
swept into Mosul and also captured much
of western I raq,  including cit ies l ike
Ramadi and Fallujah where American
ground troops had spilled much blood
before all US troops left Iraq in 2011. The

rise of IS in Iraq was a stinging blow to
Obama, whom critics accused of giving up
hard-fought gains.

He initially insisted there would be no
US “boots on the ground,” but he author-
ized a gradual expansion of the US training
and advising effort to complement a US-
led coalition air campaign. He was sup-
ported in his cautious, go-slow approach
by his top military adviser at the time, Gen.
Martin Dempsey, who was chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff when IS moved into
Iraq and when Obama began returning US
advisers to Baghdad. Dempsey counselled
patience. Give the Iraqis time to heal their
internal divisions and fight their own bat-
tles, he argued. Resist the temptation to
grab control of the contest against the
Islamic State. Dempsey believed an endur-
ing victory would require a unified Iraq
supported by neighbors.

“If we were to take control of this cam-
paign, I mean literally seize control of the
campaign, then there’s no doubt in my
mind we would probably defeat ISIL on,
let’s say, a faster timeline,” but it would not
last, he said in June 2015. “Maybe ISIL goes
away, maybe they’re defeated militarily,
and two years from now another group
with another name and another ideology
... will just be back,” he said. In the Obama
view, Iraq is more likely to regain, and
retain, control of its territory if it is not rely-
ing on US troops to do the fighting. Mosul
is the biggest test of that theory. — AP 

Mosul more than climactic military battle

South Africa’s government has descended into
open warfare as a clash between President
Jacob Zuma and his finance minister unveils

rivalries that could tip the country into instability.
The ruling African National Congress (ANC) party
looks set for worsening strife as its divided leader-
ship struggles with falling popular support, a
weakening economy and violent student protests.
Finance Minister Pravin Gordhan, a respected ANC
veteran who was heading for a peaceful retirement
until his appointment last year, has emerged as the
unlikely figurehead of opposition to Zuma.

Gordhan, 67, will next month appear in court on
criminal charges that he says are a politically-moti-
vated attempt to oust him after he stood up to
Zuma and alleged corrupt associates linked to the
presidency. Gordhan’s cause has attracted some
significant backers - not least Deputy President
Cyril Ramaphosa as well as several other ministers.
“People in the ANC are beginning to understand
the gravity of the crisis that the country is in,”
Prince Mashele, a political analyst based at the
University of Pretoria, told AFP. “These are not just
ordinary members, but senior members who have
now broken ranks, including Ramaphosa - some-
thing which I would describe as groundbreaking.”

‘A Very Dark Place’ 
Zuma in December reluctantly re-appointed

Gordhan, who had served as finance minister from
2009 to 2014, to calm panicked markets after sack-
ing two finance ministers within four days.
Gordhan vowed to use the unexpected opportuni-
ty to revive South Africa’s economy by controlling
spending, reforming loss-making state companies
and tackling rampant corruption. His work put him
in direct conflict with Zuma loyalists such as the
Gupta business family, who are accused of wield-
ing huge influence over the government.

In a carefully-worded statement on Sunday,
Ramaphosa said: “I lend my support to Minister
Gordhan as he faces charges brought against him.”
Adding to the toxic political mix, Zuma last week
went to court to block the release of an official
anti-corruption probe into his relationship with the
Guptas. Zuma has survived several major scandals
during his presidency, but at a cost to the party
that led the long fight against apartheid rule and
took power under Nelson Mandela in 1994.

Local elections in August produced the ANC’s
worst-ever poll performance, and a difficult gener-
al election looms in 2019. “South Africa is in a very
dark place,” said Mashele. “We have lost that moral
high ground that we used to occupy.” Zuma - who
retains deep loyalty in many parts of the ANC - is
due to leave office in 2019 after serving the maxi-
mum two terms, with Ramaphosa and Zuma’s for-
mer wife Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma among his pos-
sible successors.

Worsening Impasse 
The president was reprimanded by South

Africa’s highest court in March for using public
funds to upgrade his private home, and he is also
fighting a court order that could reinstate almost
800 corruption charges against him. GDP growth
is expected to be virtually zero this year, unem-
ployment remains stubbornly high at 27 percent,
and public anger at lack of progress since
apartheid has most recently erupted through vio-
lent protests by university students.

“So much damage has been done in the
process of keeping Zuma in power. Neither the
ANC or South Africa are winners,” Susan Booysen,
a polit ical  analyst at the University of the
Witwatersrand, told AFP. “We haven’t previously
seen this level of division in the ANC and cabinet
during Zuma’s time in office. It’s very unusual for
cabinet members to speak out.” Zuma appears
unable to sack Gordhan as it would trigger huge
withdrawal of investment from South Africa,
which already faces the possible loss of its invest-
ment-grade credit rating in December.

“Any move he will make against Gordhan now is
likely to provoke a massive backlash,” Ranjeni
Munusamy, a commentator and former aide to the
president, wrote on Monday. “(He) faces the real
danger of being isolated as his comrades and sub-
ordinates close ranks around Gordhan.” — AFP 

Jon Hayes, a listener of Rick Roberts’ radio talk show on WBAP, contemplates a question during a political discus-
sion at his home in Cedar Hill, Texas on Oct 14, 2016. — AP 


