
BARCELONA: Barcelona defender Gerard Pique insists he will not reverse his deci-
sion to retire from international football after the 2018 World Cup. Pique announced
his intention to leave La Roja after having to demonstrate he didn’t cut the colours of
the Spanish flag off his kit during a 2-0 win in Albania last week. The absurd
incident was the latest in a string of accusations concerning Pique’s
commitment to play for Spain due to his outspoken calls for a referen-
dum on Catalan independence. “The decision is final. Events in Albania
brought it forward, I didn’t want to say it at that time, but I came out
annoyed by the story that was proven to be false and felt I had to say it.”
Pique was routinely jeered when playing for the national team on
home soil in the build-up to Euro 2016 in part for his political views,
but also for his role is stoking the fierce rivalry between
Barcelona and Real Madrid. However, after winning the
World Cup in 2010 and Euro 2012 with Spain, he insist-
ed his decision to retire after the World Cup is not
due to the treatment he has received. — AFP
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ZURICH: Former FIFA executive committee member Worawi Makudi of
Thailand was banned from soccer for five years yesterday for election for-
gery. The judging chamber of FIFA’s ethics committee said it found Makudi
guilty of forgery and falsification of documents and refusing to cooperate
with investigators. Makudi was also fined 10,000 Swiss francs ($10,100). A
longtime ally of former FIFA presidential candidate Mohamed bin
Hammam of Qatar, Makudi was a member of the tainted executive com-
mittee for 18 years until Asian federations voted him out in April 2015.
Makudi is the ninth member of the 24-man ruling panel which oversaw the
bidding contests for the 2018 and 2022 World Cups who has since been
banned for unethical conduct by FIFA. Four others have been indicted or
are under criminal investigation in the United States or Switzerland,
though they yet to be banned by the ethics committee. Some of Makudi’s
former colleagues have been both banned and indicted. Makudi’s ethics
case centered on his 2013 campaign to win re-election as president of
Thailand’s soccer federation (FAT). — AP

Former FIFA official 
banned for forgery

Pique not for turning 
on Spain retirment

MILAN: Inter Milan fans will never recognise Mauro Icardi as their cap-
tain, they said yesterday, as the fallout from the Argentine forward’s con-
troversial autobiography continued. Inter said on Monday the 23-year-

old would be sanctioned over comments in the book
but would not be stripped of the captaincy. But the
Curva Nord hardcore supporters criticised the
decision, posting a statement on their website,
saying: “Icardi is not our captain, not now or ever.”
Icardi has been Inter’s top scorer for the past two
campaigns and is again this season. But he has

upset some fans after an account in his book about
a confrontation with one of the ultra leaders in 2015

in which he claimed the fan ordered a child to hand
back the Argentine’s shirt after the player had given it
to him. The ultras say Icardi’s version of events is an

invention.  — Reuters
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PARIS: The French rugby federation (FFR) has
cleared former All Blacks Dan Carter and Joe
Rokocoko, as well as their Racing Metro team
mate Juan Imhoff, of any doping wrongdoings
after the French Championship final, the club
said yesterday. French newspaper L’Equipe
reported earlier this month that tests conducted
after the Top 14 final in June, in which Carter’s
Racing Metro beat Toulon 29-21, showed the
players had tested positive for corticoids, typical-
ly used to treat inflammation or joint pain.

“ The medical committee of the French
Football Federation has dispelled doubts hang-
ing over the medical practice of Racing 92,”
Racing said in a statement on their website
(www.racing92.fr/).

“It means that, as we have always said, Dan
Carter, Joe Rokocoko, Juan Imhoff and Sylvain
Blanchard, the club doctor, did not commit any
violation of the regulations, not the least ethical
violation. “We look forward to a decision that
does not concern only three players but also the
club and the image of the whole discipline.”

The FFR opened a disciplinary case against
the club last week after Racing denied they had
breached anti-doping rules.

Carter and Rokocoko’s agent, Simon Porter,
had earlier said that the duo had been granted
Therapeutic Use Exemptions (TUEs) for the pre-
scribed medication as they recovered from
injuries. “I just received the ruling from the FFR

today,” Carter said in a statement on Instagram.
“No surprises that the FFR’s ruling was that I’d

done nothing wrong. I hold my integrity and the
game of rugby’s integrity in the highest regard.

“I love this game and owe so much to rugby
that I would never do anything intentionally to

bring it into disrepute. “Whilst this whole
episode is disappointing and frustrating, I sup-
port the authorities who work hard to ensure
our game is played fairly. I am glad that we can
now put all this behind us so I can now concen-
trate on playing rugby!” — Reuters

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Technical and administrative
committees are all set for the launch of
Kuwait Shooting Sport Club season
with the tournament of HH the Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber

Al-Sabah Tournament on Thursday,
October 20 at Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Olympic Shooting Complex.

The tournament will star with the
par ticipation of shooters from the

club, military association, police asso-
ciation besides shooters from UAE
and Bahrain Federations,  who wil l
compete  in  the  t rap double  t rap,
skeet, 10m pistol and rifle, 50m pistol
and rifle along with Olympic archery.

KSSC Treasurer Essa Ahmad Al-Buti
Butaiban appreciated the unlimited
suppor t  by HH the Crown Pr ince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad, adding that
the board of  direc tors  is  keen on
organizing this tournament every year,
and to bring it out in a way that is fit-
ting to Kuwait’s name, and the tourna-
ment sponsor, who always motivates
shooters to keep Kuwait ’s name in
prominence.

Butaiban gave special thanks to HH
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah for his care and support
of the sport of shooting.

He also thanked HH the Prime
Minister and government for giving the
spor t of shooting spor t the care it
deserves. Meanwhile, board member
Eng Hussam Al-Roumi said official train-
ings will begin today at the shotgun
and rifle ranges, adding that all is ready
for this tournament, Al-Roumi said that
more than 300 shooters of both gen-
ders registered for this tournament,
adding that UAE and Bahrain shooters
will participate.
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Uncapped Ospreys
pair in Wales’s

November squad
LONDON: Uncapped Ospreys duo Sam Davies and Rory
Thornton were included in Wales’ 36-man squad announced
yesterday for next month’s home internationals against
Australia, Argentina, Japan and South Africa.

Fly-half Davies has been in fine form for the Welsh region-
al side so far this season and will look to push Dan Biggar for
the No 10 shirt, while Thornton has been drafted into the
second row. Meanwhile full-back Leigh Halfpenny, who plays
for French giants Toulon, has been called up 13 months after
his last game for Wales where he suffered a knee injury that
ruled him out of last season’s World Cup and the subsequent
Six Nations.

The squad includes a further seven players who missed
Wales’ recent 3-0 series loss in New Zealand in June through
injury, including flanker Dan Lydiate and wing Alex Cuthbert.

Meanwhile Wales captain Sam Warburton could make his
return from a cheekbone injury when Cardiff continue their
European Challenge Cup campaign against French club Pau
later this week.

WALLABY WORRIES    
Wales open their campaign bidding for a first win in 12

Tests against Australia when they take on the Wallabies in
Cardiff on November 5.  But they could be without several
England-based players for that match.  

As the fixture takes place outside of World Rugby’s official
window for Tests, teams are not obliged to release players for
the fixture.  Premiership clubs have an agreement with
England’s Rugby Football Union that allows England to select
players for matches outside the window, but it has no such
deal with the Welsh Rugby Union.  

As a result, the likes of Northampton wing Gorge North,
Harlequins centre Jamie Roberts and the Bath trio of Taulupe
Faletau (currently injured), Luke Charteris and Rhys Priestland
could all miss the Australia fixture.  

Wales coach Rob Howley, in charge while Warren Gatland
is seconded to leading the 2017 British and Irish Lions tour of
New Zealand, said of his latest squad: “It is great to give the
opportunity to players who are playing well for their clubs
with the likes of Nicky Smith, Rhys Gill, Rory Thornton and
Sam Davies coming into the squad. “In addition, it’s great to
be able to welcome back experienced players such as Dan
Lydiate, Alex Cuthbert and Leigh Halfpenny, who have missed
out recently with injury, and that experience will be important
this autumn.  “We know we have to start the campaign strong
and have to replicate the accuracy and intensity our oppo-
nents will bring to Cardiff.”

WALES SQUAD
Backs (15)

Wings/Full Backs: Hallam Amos (Newport Gwent
Dragons), Alex Cuthbert (Cardiff Blues), Leigh Halfpenny
( Toulon/FRA), George North (Northampton/ENG), Liam
Williams (Scarlets)

Centres: Jonathan Davies (Scarlets),  Tyler Morgan
(Newport Gwent Dragons), Jamie Roberts (Harlequins/ENG),
Scott Williams (Scarlets) Fly-halves: Gareth Anscombe (Cardiff
Blues), Dan Biggar (Ospreys), Sam Davies (Ospreys)

Scrum-halves: Gareth Davies (Scarlets), Rhys Webb
(Ospreys), Lloyd Williams (Cardiff Blues)

Forwards (21)
Back rows: Dan Baker (Ospreys),  Taulupe Faletau

(Bath/ENG), James King (Ospreys), Dan Lydiate (Ospreys), Ross
Moriarty (Gloucester/ENG), Justin Tipuric (Ospreys), Sam
Warburton (Cardiff Blues, capt) Second rows: Jake Ball
(Scarlets), Luke Charteris (Bath/ENG), Bradley Davies (Ospreys),
Alun Wyn Jones (Ospreys), Rory Thornton (Ospreys) Hookers:
Scott Baldwin (Ospreys), Kristian Dacey (Cardiff Blues), Ken
Owens (Scarlets)

Props: Scott Andrews (Cardiff Blues), Tomas Francis
(Exeter/ENG,  Rhys Gill (Cardiff Blues), Gethin Jenkins (Cardiff
Blues), Samson Lee (Scarlets), Nicky Smith (Ospreys). — AFP
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KUWAIT: Red Bull Bar Bahr is less than a
month away from being held for the sec-
ond time in Kuwait. This year, the much-
awaited event will  require enormous
efforts in preparation of the racing tracks.
The construction of the tracks will take
approximately five days of logistic prepara-
tions on the Marina Beach in Salmiya,
where organizers will work around the
clock to ensure the completion of the setup
from the biggest to the smallest details pri-
or to the date of the competition.

On the midnight of Saturday 5th of
November, the start signal will be given for
the preparation of the “Red Bull Bar Bahr”
Championship land track on the Marina
Beach in Salmiya. The set up will require
five days of continuous work from the mid-
night of every night until 9 of the next
morning, at the start of the week towards

the day of the much-awaited event at 2:30
PM on Friday, November 11.

The event is organized by Basel Salem
Al-Sabah Motorsport Club and will be held
under the sponsorship of Nissan Al-
Babtain, Public Authority for Youth and
Sports, Kawasaki, GoPro, Acqua Eva, Marina
Mall, Al Anbaa Newspaper, Kuwait Times
Newspaper, Studentalk Magazine. 

CHALLENGE AND THRILL TRACK
A group of vehicles of different sizes will

be involved on site to prepare land track
starting with the transfer of large quantities
of sand required for the event, all the way
to the preparation of the curves, obstacles
and bumps. This well-devised design will
add to the level of challenge for bikers,
enthusiasm and thrill for the public.

As far as the logistic details are con-

cerned, the track will require up to eighty
trucks loaded with sand which will be
transported to the event location. A large
loader will work for five days on preparing
the track and delimiting its borders, assist-
ed by a small Bobcat depending on the
precision of the required process at this lev-
el. A roller will handle the levelling of the
track for four days to render it suitable for
the race after spraying large quantities of
water reaching six tanks per day on the
track, in addition, two vehicles will be
working every day on paving the tracks
and smoothing their surface.

ORGANIZATION EXPERIENCE 
AND WIDE SPONSORSHIP

The land track for Red Bull Bar Bahr will
be designed and executed by the Emirati
Red Bull athlete Mohammed Balooshi. The

37-year-old Motocross champion has a as
his achievements record holds many titles
including the Arab Motocross
Championship for motorbikes, Bahrain
Championship and Tunisia Cup. He also
won the Umm Al Qiwayn Championship
and Kuwait Championship. In 2012, he was
the first Emirati to take part in the Rally
Dakar where he lasted for nine days in the
most difficult endurance race. Balooshi
trained junior bikers and established his
own academy for “Motocross” bikes to train
promising talents.

In order to participate in the “Red Bull
Bar Bahr” Championship, visit
redbull.com/barbahr. Every quad bike com-
petitor should possess a driving license and
be the owner of his bike. Participants in the
Jet Ski category should have a license from
the Marine Sports Club of Kuwait.

Five days of construction in 
preparation for Red Bull Bar Bahr

Red Bull Bar Bahr returns
on 11th November

Red Bull Bar Bahr Intensive preprations and sponsors’ support.


