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TOKYO: The International Olympic
Committee (IOC) is looking into hosting
rowing and canoe/kayak sprint events for
the 2020 Summer Games in South Korea if
agreement cannot be reached to keep the
venue for the races in Tokyo, Japanese
media said yesterday.

Tokyo governor Yuriko Koike, who took
office in August, ordered a review of
Olympic expenses that last month recom-
mended changing three venues to save
money, a move criticised by the 2020
Organising Committee and international

sports officials. One of the changes would
mean moving rowing and canoe/kayak
sprint events some 400 km (250 miles)
north of Tokyo to use existing facilities
rather than building new ones in the capi-
tal, an effort to rein in costs projected to hit
3 trillion yen ($29.15 billion).

That figure is some four times the initial
estimates made when Tokyo won the right
to host Games in 2013. Both the IOC and
international rowing federation favour the
original plan to keep the venue in Tokyo,
while Koike last week told Reuters this was

the last chance to take steps to rein in
soaring costs for the Games.

If they failed to reach an agreement on
the Tokyo site, the IOC was looking into
hosting the events in the South Korean
city of Chungju, where rowing events were
held for the 2014 Asian Games, media
reports said. IOC President Thomas Bach
meets Koike later yesterday, and the venue
change is set to be high on the agenda.
Tokyo 2020 officials were not immediately
able to comment on the reports.

Reforms known as “Agenda 2020”, car-

ried out under Bach with the aim of mak-
ing the Olympics more sustainable, allow
hosts to use facilities in other cities or even
countries if it makes financial and practical
sense. Tokyo’s original bid pledged to keep
most venues within 8 km of the athlete’s
village in downtown Tokyo, but several
have already been moved. Cycling will take
place in Shizuoka prefecture, about 200
km (125 miles) west of Tokyo.

Tokyo organisers have been grappling
with a series of blunders. They were forced
to scrap an initial design for the centre-

piece National Stadium, site of the open-
ing and closing ceremonies, because it was
too expensive, and had to redesign the
logo for the Games following accusations
of plagiarism. An Asahi poll found that 78
percent of respondents favoured Koike’s
proposal, which includes changing venues
for volleyball and swimming as well as
rowing and canoe/kayak sprints.

According to the same poll, 78 percent
of respondents also said they felt Olympic
preparations “were not proceeding
smoothly.”  —  Reuters

IOC looking to host some 2020 Olympics events in S Korea 

MELBOURNE: Australia’s tempestuous tal-
ent Nick Kyrgios has the potential to be a
future grand slam champion but could just
as easily be lost to the sport if he fails to get
the support he needs, according to former
Wimbledon champion Pat Cash.

The 21-year-old was suspended for
eight weeks by the ATP on Monday follow-
ing his second round exit at the Shanghai
Masters where he clashed with fans, the
chair umpire and walked off the court mid-
way through a point against Mischa Zverev.

The ban can be reduced to three weeks
if he sees a sports psychologist, which
Kyrgios had committed to, according to
Australia’s tennis association.

“I wouldn’t be surprised (if he quit) but
hopefully that’s not the case,” Cash told
local radio station 3AW.

“Anybody’s got the opportunity to walk
away but if it’s not good for his health then
I think he should do that.

“But with some good things in place for
his health and wellbeing, and a revised
schedule ... he can go out there and enjoy
his tennis, which is what we want to see.”

Kyrgios posted a lengthy apology online
after his Shanghai meltdown, which came
only days after he won the Japan Open, the
third and biggest title of his career.

The 51-year-old Cash, a notable hothead
during the early part of his career, said
Kyrgios was “flat and exhausted” when he
arrived in Shanghai and should never have
played the tournament.

He questioned the advice the Canberra
native was receiving on tour and claimed
Tennis Australia (TA) had failed to provide
young players with the mental support to
deal with the grind of the professional cir-
cuit. “Mental health and understanding of
where you are as a junior should be as
mandatory as hitting forehands and doing
stretching before and after a practice ses-
sion,” he said. “I’ve talked to Tennis Australia
about it and nothing has been done.”

TA dismissed Cash’s criticism as “incor-
rect,” saying sports psychologists were
available for players in every state.

“Sometimes they have access to two or
three of them,” TA spokesman Todd
Woodbridge, the 22-times doubles grand
slam champion, told Reuters.

“Tennis Australia’s support is as strong, if
not stronger than for any other (sport’s) in
the country,” Cash said Kyrgios was “the
next guy” in line for grand slam glory once
proven winners like Andy Murray and
Novak Djokovic bowed out.

“And who is standing up there? Well,
Nick’s the obvious one.

“You tend to see after a great year, a bit
of a lull, and (then) he’s got a great oppor-
tunity to grab a couple of grand slam titles
and really be a success.” — Reuters

PARIS: Tour de France organisers yesterday
unveiled a 2017 course light on mountain climbs
but reigning champion Chris Froome insisted they
would still be key to his bid for a fourth title.  The
visually spectacular 104th race over 3,516 kilome-
ters (2,183 miles) starts in Dusseldorf, Germany on
July 1 with the traditional time trial. There are five
real mountain stages, fewer than in 2016.  “This
Tour will be won in the mountains, the time trials
are too small to have any real effect,” said Froome,
winner in 2013, 2015 and 2016.  Tour director
Christian Prudhomme said the route “has been
designed to be won by a true champion”, without
naming Froome or identifying any other favourites.

Puncher Dan Martin said he felt the route
brought him into the picture.  “There’s plenty of
scope for damage every single day. You have to
survive,” the Irishman told AFP.

“This route is better suited to my style than pre-
vious years.” The opening 13km time trial offers
world champion time-triallist Tony Martin the
chance to clinch the yellow jersey on stage one as
the Tour starts from his native Germany for the first
time in 30 years. 

The northern start means the route has to be ‘J’
shaped, and this year misses the north and west of
France entirely, said Prudhomme.  With nine varied
flat stages, five hilly ones designed to open up the
challenge, the five real mountain stages are
designed to have a visual backdrop which will
amplify the exploits of the athletes who excel
there.  And if the crucial penultimate day’s time tri-
al starting at the Marseille Velodrome football sta-
dium is only 23km long, it will be run in searing
heat and feature a 1km stretch at 18 per cent gradi-
ent.  Contrary to nearly all the preceding Tours
there will never be more than two consecutive
days of climbing either.

BOND ROUTE 
The Tour ’s toughest stage on paper is the

214km Pyrenean run from Pau to Peyragudes
which feature the mountain where the James Bond
movie ‘Tomorrow Never Dies’ was partly filmed,
and has a summit finish as the fifth climb of the

day. In total contrast, the following day’s stage 13 is
a short but spectacular 100km mountain run from
Saint Girons culminating in a 27km hair-raising
descent to Foix, featuring extreme climbs and
descents along the way.  

This is followed with a day for punchers and will
evoke powerful memories for both the Olympic
champion Greg Van Avermaert and world road
champion Peter Sagan. The 181km 14th stage cul-
minates in Rodez where the Belgian out-paced
Sagan for a stage win in 2015.

But even in the first week there will be stages for
rollers, sprinters, testing cross-wind infested plains,
and on day five the Planches Des Belles Filles where
Bradley Wiggins took the yellow jersey in 2012 on a
day Froome won the stage. 

“I was delighted to see it on the race again,” said
Froome. There’s not enough to make a great deal of

time there, but it makes me happy to see it there.”
There was further good news for Froome when it
was announced that around 10km of mountain ter-
rain, at crucial tactical climb points, would be
stripped of roadside fans. An accident caused by
packed crowds on Mont Ventoux in 2016 saw him
run part way to the summit having 

abandoned a broken bike.  The two Alpine
stages on day 17 and 18 finish at the summit of the
Izoard, whose lunar summit finish is at 2,360m
where oxygen will be rarefied.  “It looks pretty
impressive,” said Froome. “I’ve never raced there,
we’ll need to climb it in practice.”

The most watched of all the stages by television
audiences is the final day jaunt to Paris and the 10
laps of the Champs Elysees generally won by a top
sprinters such as Mark Cavendish or Andre Grepel
or Marcel Kittel. — AFP
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PARIS: 2016 runner-up France’s Romain Bardet (2ndL) and title holder Britain’s Chris Froome
(3rdL) take part in the presentation of the official route of the 2017 edition of the Tour de
France cycling race in Paris, yesterday. — AFP 

PITTSBURGH: Gabriel Landeskog redirect-
ed a shot by Nathan MacKinnon past Marc
Andre Fleury 22 seconds into overtime to lift
Colorado by Pittsburgh 4-3 on Monday
night.  Landeskog tied the game with 6:32
left in regulation with a power-play goal and
his second of the night handed the defend-
ing Stanley Cup champions their first loss of
the season.  Jarome Iginla and Patrick
Wiercioch also scored for the Avalanche,
who never led until Landeskog’s game-win-
ner. MacKinnon had two assists and Calvin
Pickard stopped 28 shots for Colorado. Matt
Cullen had a goal and an assist for the
Penguins while Phil Kessel and Trevor Daley
also scored. Fleury made 27 saves.

RANGERS 7, SHARKS 4
For the third straight game, Chris Kreider

had a goal and an assist for New York.
Kreider, who signed a four-year, $18.5 million
contract on July 22, has three goals and
three assists in New York’s first three games.
According to the team, he is the first Ranger
since Brian Leetch in 1992-93 to tally six

points in New York’s first three games. He
also became the first New York forward to
record six points in three games to start a
season since Bernie Nicholls and Darren
Turcotte in 1990 -91. Marc Staal, Rick Nash,
Kevin Hayes, rookie Jimmy Vesey, Mats
Zuccarello and Michael Grabner also scored
for the Rangers, who have won two of their
first three games this season. Martin Jones
finished with 22 saves for San Jose. New York
goaltender Antti Raanta made 26 saves on
30 shots.

RED WINGS 5, SENATORS 1
Mike Green scored three times for his first

hat trick and Darren Helm had two goals to
help Detroit win in their last home opener at
Joe Louis Arena.  Green scored twice in the
first period and his third goal restored a
three-goal lead with 6:36 left in the game.
Helm scored on a breakaway in between
Green’s goals in the first period and added a
second goal with 2:56 left in the third. Ryan
Dzingel’s short-handed goal midway
through the second period pulled the

Senators within two goals. Detroit’s Petr
Mrazek made 13 of his 31 saves in the sec-
ond period. Andrew Hammond stopped 20
shots in his first start of the season for
Ottawa.  The Red Wings are leaving the ven-
ue they have called home since the 1979-80
season next year for a new arena nearby.

BRUINS 4, JETS 1
David Pastrnak scored his team-leading

fourth goal of the season for Boston. The 20-
year-old Pastrnak extended his point streak
to three games while suiting up in his 100th
career game. Winnipeg captain Blake
Wheeler opened the scoring 10 minutes into
the game.  Boston trailed for all of 19 sec-
onds, however, as Dominic Moore tied
things up at 10:19 of the first period. Rookie
Brandon Carlo’s first career goal added insur-
ance for the Bruins with 1:59 remaining in
the third period and Zdeno Chara scored an
empty-netter inside the final minute.
Boston’s Tuukka Rask turned away 34 of 35
shots, while Winnipeg’s Connor Hellebuyck
stopped 21 of 24. — AP

Landeskog’s OT winner lifts Avalanche by Penguins 4-3

Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS  
St. Louis 3 0 0 11 6 6    
Colorado 2 0 0 10 8 4    
Dallas 1 1 0 9 8 2    
Minnesota 1 1 0 6 6 2    
Nashville 1 1 0 6 7 2    
Chicago 1 2 0 9 11 2    
Winnipeg 1 2 0 9 12 2    

Pacific Division
Vancouver 2 0 0 6 4 4    
Edmonton 2 1 0 14 13 4    
San Jose 2 1 0 9 10 4    
Arizona 1 0 0 4 3 2    
Anaheim 0 2 1 6 10 1    
Calgary 0 2 1 8 14 1    
Los Angeles 0 2 0 3 6 0    

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Florida 2 0 0 6 2 4    
Tampa Bay 2 0 0 9 6 4    
Boston 2 1 0 11 8 4    
Ottawa 2 1 0 10 12 4    
Montreal 1 0 1 7 5 3    
Toronto 1 0 1 8 6 3    
Buffalo 1 1 0 7 6 2    
Detroit 1 2 0 10 11 2    

Metropolitan Division
Pittsburgh 2 0 1 9 8 5    
NY Rangers 2 1 0 14 10 4    
Philadelphia 1 0 1 7 6 3    
Washington 1 0 1 4 4 3    
Carolina 0 0 2 7 9 2    
NY Islanders 1 2 0 7 9 2    
New Jersey 0 1 1 3 5 1    
Columbus 0 2 0 5 9 0   

NHL results/standings
NY Rangers 7, San Jose 4; Colorado 4, Pittsburgh 3 (OT); Detroit 5, Ottawa 1; Boston 4,
Winnipeg 1.

Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the standings and are not included
in the loss column (L).

NEW YORK: Antti Raanta #32 of the New York Rangers saves a shot on goal against the San Jose Sharks during the third period at Madison Square Garden on Monday in New York City. — AFP


