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PERTH: Former Australia cricket captain
Steve Waugh and paceman Jason
Gillespie have both expressed an interest
in succeeding Rodney Marsh as the coun-
try’s chairman of selectors.

Cricket Australia said last week 68-
year-old former test wicketkeeper Marsh
would not be seeking to stay on in the

role when his contract expires next year
and that Australia would have a new
chairman of selectors before the next
Ashes series.

Australia will host the next Ashes
series in 2017-18. Former paceman
Gillespie is currently coaching Adelaide
Strikers in Australia’s Twenty20 Big Bash

League after spending five years coach-
ing English county side Yorkshire.

“There is a national selector’s job up
next year and I might put my name up for
that,” he told News Ltd. “All I have done
the last five years is select teams for
Yorkshire. I wouldn’t rule anything out. If
there are opportunities I will look at it.”

Former test captain Waugh, who
announced his retirement in 2004, said he
would be willing to discuss the job if an
offer came his way. “I’d listen to it if the
opportunity came up, but there are a lot of
things you’ve got to throw into the mix and
see whether it’s the right time,” Waugh told
the Sydney Morning Herald. “I think there

are a lot of good cricket brains in Australia.
No one has asked me, but I’d listen to it.”
Under Marsh’s chairmanship of the panel,
Australia lost the 2015 Ashes series in
England but won the 50-overs World Cup
on home soil in the same year and held the
number one ranking in test cricket for six
months earlier this year. — Reuters

Australia’s Waugh, Gillespie open to chief selector role

GLENDALE: Johnson treble as Cardinals rout misfiring Jets Quarterback Geno Smith #7 of the New York Jets prepares to take the snap dur-
ing the fourth quarter of the NFL game against the Arizona Cardinals at the University of Phoenix Stadium on Monday in Glendale,
Arizona. Running back David Johnson rushed for three touchdowns as the Arizona Cardinals romped to a 28-3 victory over the New York
Jets on Monday. — AFP

GLENDALE: Stopping the run was one of the
few things the New York Jets had done well this
season. Until they faced David Johnson and the
Arizona Cardinals.

Johnson rushed for 111 yards and three
touchdowns, and the Cardinals shut down the
listless Jets 28-3 on Monday night. Johnson
scored on runs of 58, 2 and 2 yards while becom-
ing the first player to rush for three scores
against the Jets since LeSean McCoy did it five
years ago. “I say it each and every week. David’s
special,” Arizona cornerback Patrick Peterson
said. “I mean very, very, very special. We got us
one in (No.) 31.”

The Cardinals (3-3) won their second in a row
to climb back to .500. New York (1-5) lost its
fourth straight in a rough return to Arizona for
Todd Bowles, who was defensive coordinator for
the Cardinals for two seasons before getting the
Jets coaching job two years ago.

“We’ve won two in a row,” Arizona coach
Bruce Arians said. “We’re still just a .500 ballclub,
but I like the way we look right now.”

Arians took no great joy in beating Bowles.
Their connection goes back to their days togeth-
er at Temple three decades ago.

“I’m glad it’s over,” Arians said. The Jets’ Ryan
Fitzpatrick was 16 of 31 for 174 yards and was
benched in favor of Geno  Smith after New York’s
longest drive of the night ended in an intercep-

tion in the end zone late in the third quarter.
“As an offense we are just not consistent right

now and the offense goes as the quarterback
goes,” Fitzpatrick said. “I have got to play better.”

Smith’s lone series at quarterback ended
when he was intercepted by Tyrann Mathieu
with 4:20 to play.

“The game was 28-3 with eight minutes left
in the game,” Bowles said. “We weren’t doing
anything else. I just wanted to give him some
reps. Like a relief pitcher, a starting pitcher, on
this day you put in the relief pitcher. Fitz will be
(the starter) next week.”

Arizona’s Carson Palmer , back after missing a
33-21 win at San Francisco with a concussion,
completed 23 of 34 passes for 213 yards before
leaving with a hamstring strain after throwing a
9-yard TD pass to Michael Floyd with 8:20
remaining. Arizona scored in the first quarter for
the first time this season on the second time
Johnson touched the ball. “Our coach has been
harping on us about that,” Johnson said. “It felt
good to get in the end zone. I felt like that’s actu-
ally what started everyone getting hyped, every-
one getting into the game.”

The second-year running back dodged a pair
of defenders near the line of scrimmage, and
then raced to the end zone on his longest run of
the season. Johnson also rushed for 157 yards in
the win against the 49ers, winning NFC offensive

player of the week honors. The Jets entered the
game second in the NFL in rushing defense at 68
yards per game.  

They were outgained on the ground 171-33.
New York had 130 yards in the first half, 70 on
three receptions by Brandon Marshall. Marshall’s
36-yard catch over the middle set up New York’s
only score, Nick Folk’s’ 39-yard field goal.

Arizona scored on a pair of 14-play drives in
the second half. Johnson got his second 2-yard
TD run up the middle, and Palmer passed to
Floyd for another TD.

The Jets drove to the Cardinals 14 late in the
third quarter but D.J. Swearinger intercepted
Fitzpatrick’s pass in the end zone to end the
threat. It was Fitzpatrick’s league-worst 11th
interception of the season. But Marshall said the
interception was his fault. “I read it wrong, Ryan
read it right,” he said. “He threw a pick, but it’s my
pick. I’ve said it all along this season, intercep-
tions are on everyone.”

THIRD DOWN WOES
The Jets were 2 for 13 on third-down conver-

sions. They were 0 for 8 before converting one
during their long third-quarter drive.

PENALTIES GALORE
There were 19 penalties in the sloppy game -

10 against New York, nine against Arizona. — AP

Johnson, Cardinals roll 

past listless Jets 28-3

DUBAI: Rival captains Misbah-ul-Haq and Jason
Holder praised the fight till last attitude in the
first day-night Test played with Pakistan upstag-
ing West Indies by 56 runs in the final hour on
Monday.  West Indies were led in their fight by
Darren Bravo who smashed 116 during his 410-
minute of defiance before Pakistan dismissed
them for 289 with just 12 overs remaining in the
match-the second ever in Test cricket’s history.
Misbah said the match was good for Test cricket.
“It was a good Test and good for the Test cricket
with everything in it,” said Misbah after the victo-
ry. “You need Test matches like that and credit to
West Indies to put such a fight.”

Pakistan had amassed 579-3 declared in their
first innings courtesy an epic 302 not out by
opener Azhar Ali. West Indies conceded a 222-
run first innings lead but hit back hard by dis-
missing Pakistan for a paltry 123 in their second
knock, thanks to a career best 8-49 by leg-spin-
ner Devendra Bishoo.

Misbah praised Bravo for giving Pakistan a
scare.  “West Indies batsmen showed good
resilience and credit must be given to them,” said
Misbah of the rival team who batted for 109
overs on a last day Dubai stadium pitch.

This was the longest batting by a West Indies
team in the fourth innings of a Test since their
105.1 over innings against India in Kolkata in
1978.  Misbah admitted he was nervous and
worried, with just 100 needed and Bravo at the
crease. “I know how I spent time on the fourth
day and in the last session on the last day. It was
tough for the team as well as for the captain.
“You were ahead of them for three days but in
one session he (Bravo) gave the advantage to
them,” said Misbah of the laft-hander who was
smartly caught by leg-spinner Yasir Shah with
just 83 needed.

Shah finished with seven wickets in the
match and during first innings became the joint-

second fastest to take 100 Test wickets.  Misbah
said dew did not allow the Dubai stadium pitch
to deteriorate.  “There were different factors
which supported the batsmen, the pink ball and
dew. Usually Dubai pitch deteriorates after sec-
ond day but this time the pitch was bind again
because of the dew but in the end it ended in
our win,” said Misbah, who now has 23 wins in 47
Tests as captain.  “It is special victory, our 400th
Test, first with pink ball, our first day-night match
so it was important to get a victory here.” Holder
said there were positives despite defeat.

“Disappointed we have lost but there are lot
of positives,” said Holder.  “One thing is that we
fought till the end and it was a good team effort
unfortunately we did not cross the line.”

Holder singled out Bravo’s knocks, who made
87 in the first innings.  “It was a quality innings as
he showed a lot of maturity in both innings and
you could see determination on his face and
hopefully he continues in this vein,” said Holder
of Bravo. The second Test starts in Abu Dhabi
from Friday with the third and final Test played
in Sharjah from October 30-November 3. — AFP

Captains Misbah, Holder hail 

competitive day-night Test

DUBAI: Pakistani cricketers celebrate after winning the Test match at the end of the first day-
night Test between Pakistan and the West Indies at the Dubai International Cricket Stadium in
the Gulf Emirate on Monday. Pakistan beat West Indies by 56 runs in the first day-night Test on
the fifth and final day in Dubai, taking a 1-0 lead in the three-match series. — AFP

CHITTAGONG: Proud new father Alastair
Cook will become England’s most capped
Test cricketer tomorrow when he leads his
country into battle against Bangladesh, only
days after attending his daughter’s birth back
home. Cook, widely tipped eventually to
become Test cricket’s highest run-scorer, will
win his 134th cap at the start in Chittagong of
a two-match series in which England will
hope to maintain a perfect Test record against
the hosts.  Along with Australia, England are
one of only two teams to have won all of their
Test matches against Bangladesh since the
former East Pakistan joined cricket’s top table
16 years ago.

And after an impressive victory in the pre-
ceding one-day series, England will fancy
their chances of extending that 100 percent
record with the likes of Cook and fast bowler
Stuart Broad back in the mix.  Cook, who no
longer plays ODI cricket, had been acclimatis-
ing with his teammates in Bangladesh before
flying home last week for the birth of his sec-
ond daughter. After arriving back in
Bangladesh Monday, Cook took part in nets
on Tuesday and then spoke of his pride at
becoming a father again as well as his mixed
emotions at returning to the fray so soon.

“Yeah it was a proud day... as you can
imagine, having another daughter and then
leaving so soon afterwards doesn’t make you

feel like the best husband or father in the
world,” he told Britain’s Sky Sports.

“I do feel okay, now it’s just about acclima-
tisation to the heat... it’s a hell of a challenge
playing in these conditions so respect to
Bangladesh and also the guys in the England
squad. You can’t just expect to turn up and
play and do well, you’ve got to put those hard
yards in.” The 31-year-old’s last outing in the
sub-continent saw him lead England to an
outstanding series win over India in 2012,
while he scored 173 on his only previous Test
in Chittagong in 2010. That series saw Cook
captain England for the first time before he
took over full-time from Andrew Strauss.

“I started however many years ago and
you never thought you’d get anywhere near,
so to break the record like that is very special,”
he said.  Cook, who will overtake Alec Stewart
at the top of the list of Test appearances,
could well be joined at the top of the order by
a debutant after Ben Duckett and Haseeb
Hameed both made strong cases for a call-up.
His most recent opening partner Alex Hales
has decided to sit out the tour for security
reasons, following the lead set by England’s
limited-overs captain Eoin Morgan.

‘BABY BOYCOTT’ 
The 22-year-old Duckett in particular has

impressed in the build-up to the series and
will most likely get the call after notching up
his fourth half century in the last five innings
in the final warm-up match.  But he will be
vying for a place with 19-year-old Hameed,
who has been dubbed “Baby Boycott” for an
obdurate style that has evoked memories of
the legendary Geoffrey Boycott.

At the other end of the age scale, the 39-
year-old spinner Gareth Batty could also find
himself back in the starting XI more than 11
years after the last of his seven Tests.

The veteran Surrey offbreak bowler is
widely expected to be picked along with leg-
spinner Adil Rashid and all-rounder Moeen
Ali, to give England three spinning options.

Bangladesh have picked four spinners and
just two seamers in their 14-man squad as
they try and overcome the loss of their star
pace bowler Mustafizur Rahman, who is recu-
perating from surgery on his shoulder.
Although Bangladesh are a vastly improved
ODI side, they are struggling to compete
against the best in Test matches and their
coach Chandika Hathurusinghe has acknowl-
edged a lack of quality bowlers.

“We haven’t got our right combination in
Test cricket. I have been fighting to find
bowlers who can get 20 wickets in Tests,”
Hathurusinghe told reporters in Chittagong.

After the match in Chittagong, the teams
will head to Dhaka for the second and final
Test beginning on October 28. — AFP

New dad Cook returns to 

break England record

Alastair Cook

TORONTO: Toronto Blue Jays’ Kevin Pillar, right, steals second past Cleveland Indians
shortstop Francisco Lindor during the seventh inning in Game 3 of baseball’s
American League Championship Series in Toronto, Monday. — AP

TORONTO: The Cleveland Indians overcame
the loss of starting pitcher Trevor Bauer to
defeat the Toronto Blue Jays 4-2 and move to
the brink of a place in Major League Baseball’s
World Series on Monday.

Bauer was removed with blood dripping
from a finger wound after stitches to an injury
sustained last week split open in the first
inning at the Rogers Center. But the injury did
not prevent the Indians from powering to vic-
tory, giving them a 3-0 lead in the best-of-sev-
en American League Championship Series and
leaving them firmly on course for the World
Series.  Veteran first baseman Mike Napoli was
instrumental in the Cleveland win, doubling
off Blue Jays pitcher Marcus Stroman to allow
Carlos Santana to open the scoring at the top
of the first before hitting a homer in the fourth.
“I’ve been struggling a little bit but I’m a
grinder,” Napoli said. “I knew I’d be back, just
worked hard in the cage and it paid off
tonight.”

The Blue Jays hit back at the bottom of the
second when Michael Saunders smashed a fly
ball to left field off Danny Otero to make it 1-1.
Napoli restored Cleveland’s advantage at the
top of the fourth, smacking a fly ball to center
field for another home run off Stroman to
make it 2-1. But Toronto hit back when
Ezequiel Carrera scampered through for a

triple off a sharp line drive. Carrera then raced
over for the score after Ryan Goins ground out
off Zach McAllister.

Cleveland regained the lead at the top of
the sixth and once again Stroman was the vic-
tim, the Blue Jays pitcher going for his third
home run of the night with Jason Kipnis hit-
ting a line drive to right center field. 

A Jose Ramirez single off Joe Biagini then
allowed Napoli to come home for an addition-
al run and make it 4-2 heading into the sev-
enth inning. Napoli paid tribute to the
response of the Indians bullpen, forced to
improvise after the early departure of Bauer.

“For our bullpen to step up like that today is
the only reason we were able to win today,”
Napoli said. “For them to do it like that was
unbelievable.” Team-mate Kipnis meanwhile
revealed the team had been bracing for Bauer
to break down at some point. “Trevor got a lit-
tle leak. A couple of us had seen the wound
and knew it was a possibility. But we were still
confident that we could do with it our bullpen,”
Kipnis said. “We’re having a blast-you can see
the smiles in the team.” 

Game four in the series takes place in
Toronto on Tuesday, with the Indians aiming
for their first World Series appearance since
1997, when they were beaten by the Florida
Marlins in a seven-game thriller. — AFP

Indians on brink as 

Blue Jays downed


