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LONDON: Manchester City chairman
Khaldoon Al Mubarak said the Premier
League club are entering a “critical new
phase” after announcing record revenues of
£391.8 million ($487 million) and a second
successive annual profit of £20.5 million.

City ’s  annual repor t,  which was
released yesterday, said the club showed
growth across all areas, with matchday
revenues rising by 21 per cent and broad-
cast revenues increasing by 19 per cent.
The net profit is up from £11 million in
2015. It said City operate with zero finan-

cial debt with a wage/revenue ratio of 50
per cent, which is “among the best in the
football industry.”

The latest figures reflect an eighth year
of improved financial performance but
come after a season of turbulence in
which manager Manuel Pellegrini was
replaced by Pep Guardiola, who takes the
Premier League leaders to Barcelona in
the Champions League today.

“On the pitch. results were uneven,”
said Sheikh Al Mubarak. “I believe the
2016-17 season represents the beginning

of a critical new phase. “We know that we
have the playing, coaching and off-field
capabilities at our disposal to achieve
great things in English and European
football in the years ahead. In our new
manager, Pep Guardiola, we have recruit-
ed a proven winner with an innate ability
to identify, nurture and develop young
talent.” Sheikh Al Mubarak said everyone
at the club was operating under added
pressure with raised expectations.

“Manchester City has now reached a
level of sporting and commercial maturity

that allows one to feed the other.” City,
who made a financial loss of £194.9 mil-
lion in 2011, moved into profit last year
for the first time since the 2008 takeover
by Sheikh Mansoor bin Zayed Al Nahyan.

The latest f igures show they have
again conformed to UEFA’s controversial
Financial Fair Play regulations, which City
were found in breach of in 2014.

In the report, chief executive Ferran
Soriano confirmed the level of investment
from a consortium led by China Media
Capital (CMC), which injected $400 million

to buy a 13 per cent stake in City Financial
Group, the holding company which runs
Manchester City. “Our new partners are
instrumental in our ability to understand
and foster the opportunities for our Group
in China, at the same time as we work to
help develop the game in such a vast and
interesting country,” he said.

City say they are fourth most valuable
global brand behind Manchester United,
Real Madrid and Barcelona. City are the
second biggest in the premier League in
terms of revenue. — Reuters

City enter new phase after declaring record profit: Chairman

LIVERPOOL: Manchester United’s Spanish midfielder Ander Herrera (R) vies with Liverpool’s Brazilian midfielder Roberto Firmino during the
English Premier League football match between Liverpool and Manchester United at Anfield in Liverpool, north west England on Monday. — AFP

LIVERPOOL: Manchester United manager Jose
Mourinho claimed that his team had exposed
Liverpool’s shortcomings after holding Jurgen
Klopp’s well-regarded team to a 0-0 draw.

Liverpool went into Monday’s game at
Anfield seeking a sixth successive win in all com-
petitions and bidding to draw level on points
with Premier League leaders Manchester City
and second-place Arsenal.

But United restricted them to few chances,
with visiting goalkeeper David de Gea largely
untroubled apart from a pair of eye-catching
second-half saves to deny Emre Can and
Philippe Coutinho.

“The goalkeeper (De Gea) was on holiday for
90 minutes, but he had two big saves to do and
he did,” said Mourinho, whose side remain sev-
enth in the table. “When we recover the ball I
was expecting the team to be more dangerous,
(although) we had two good chances, but
Liverpool did too.

“They are not the last wonder of the world
like you (the media) say they are, but they are a
very good team so we had to adapt a little to
them.” Premier League statisticians Opta said
United had only had 35 percent of possession-
their lowest tally for a league fixture since such
statistics started being gathered in the 2003-04
season. But Mourinho returned to the press con-

ference room after he had finished addressing
reporters to say the club’s own statisticians
thought United had seen more of the ball.

“My guy did it — 42 (percent), not 35,” he
said, having re-emerged through a side door. “I
thought it was crazy. We do it ourselves with
better people than them.” He had earlier dis-
missed the importance of statistics, pointing out
that United had won 1-0 at Anfield under his
predecessor Louis van Gaal last season despite
being largely outplayed. “Last season United
won here, Liverpool had 14 shots on target and
United had one,” he said. “How many shots on
target did Liverpool have on target today? Two.
Two shots on target with 65 percent of posses-
sion. “You have to be critical of Liverpool. It is
their problem, not our problem.” 

‘HECTIC’ 
United largely succeeded in stifling Liverpool,

with wide players Marcus Rashford and Ashley
Young notably dropping deep to create a six-
man defence at times.

The visitors procured a clear sight of goal ear-
ly in the second half when Paul Pogba, playing in
a more advanced role, picked out Zlatan
Ibrahimovic, only for the Swede to miscue his
header. Liverpool improved following the 59th-
minute introduction of Adam Lallana, either side

of which De Gea showed characteristically snap-
py reactions to foil Can and Coutinho.

“We lost patience far too early and our pass-
ing game was not good,” said Liverpool manager
Jurgen Klopp, whose side trail City by two
points. “We had 65 percent possession, but we
have to do better. I didn’t expect we would have
10 to 15 chances. Second half we had chances,
but De Gea was finally warm and he made bril-
l iant saves. “ They had that chance with
Ibrahimovic. The best news tonight is we have
one point more and a clean sheet, nothing else.
“We can do much better and we must do much
better. We have to stay cool. 

When they want to chase us, we have to use
counter-movements. “Really good attitude of my
side. They tried everything, only with the wrong
tools.” Klopp dismissed suggestions his players
had been affected by being saddled with the
pre-match favourites tag. “Maybe it is very
important for the rest of the world what you all
write, but for us it is not important,” he said.

“We were not favourites in the dressing room.
Tonight nobody thought about this. “You could
see Man United is physically stronger than we
are. We couldn’t get rid of the hectic (mindset)
— that was the problem. “When you have the
ball you have to calm down immediately and
that is what we didn’t do.” — AFP

Liverpool shown up 
by Man Utd: Mourinho

PARIS: AFP Sports previews today ’s
Champions League action with Pep Guardiola
taking Manchester City to Barcelona.

GROUP A
At Paris 

Paris Saint Germain (FRA) v Basel (SUI)
As coach of Sevilla last season Unai Emery

beat Basel on the way to winning the Europa
League. Now his current charges, French
champions Paris Saint-Germain, host them in
confident mood thanks to Uruguayan striker
Edinson Cavani - enjoying a purple patch of
15 goals in his last 11 games - and Brazilian
playmaker Lucas. Both  scored in a weekend
win. Basel’s Iceland midfielder Birkir
Bjarnason scored in his last match in Paris,
albeit in a 5-2 defeat at the Stade de France
against hosts France in the quarter-finals of
the Euros. The Swiss champions warmed up
with a 3-0 win over Luzern and can welcome
back players whose legs were saved at the
weekend.

At London
Arsenal (ENG) v Ludogorets Razgrad  (BUL)

Arsenal look a solid bet to continue their
Champions League unbeaten start when they
host Bulgarian outfit Ludogorets Razgrad. The
Gunners were unfortunate not to win in Paris
before form striker Theo Walcott scored a
brace to beat Basel. Walcott scored twice
again this weekend as a gritty Arsenal dug in
for a 10-man 3-2 win over Swansea that saw
them climb level with Man City at the top of
the Premier League. One note of caution for
the hosts is that Ludogorets took the lead in
both their games, a 1-1 draw with the Swiss
and a 3-1 home defeat by PSG. The Bulgarian
champions are also on a seven game unbeat-
en run away from home.

Group B
At Naples, Italy

Napoli (ITA) v Besiktas (TUR)
Napoli will become the first team to quali-

fy for the last 16 if they notch up their third
straight win and Dynamo Kiev draw with
Benfica. A superb opening 4-2 win over
Benfica followed by a 2-1 defeat of Dynamo
in Ukraine left coach Maurizio Sarri’s side
coasting towards the knockout stages.
Arkaduisz Milik, signed as a replacement for
striker Gonzalo Higuain, has scored three
goals in the competition for Napoli but is out
for months with a knee injury. The Serie A
side lost to Roma on Saturday, leaving them
seven points off the league leaders Juventus.
Besiktas, back in the competition for the first
time since 2009/2010, were buoyed by a 1-0
win at Kayserispor to maintain their best
domestic start in five seasons. Besiktas mid-
fielder Gokhan Inler plans not to celebrate if
he scores against his former club.

At Kiev
Dynamo Kiev (UKR) v Benfica (POR)

Both sides go in search of their first win,
crucial if they are not to be cut adrift in the
group. Dynamo’s Serhiy Sydorchuk is avail-
able after a one match ban due to his match-
day one dismissal in the 2-1 loss to Napoli.
They host Benfica on the back of a weekend
1-1 draw at FC Chornomorets Odesa to leave
the reigning champions six points adrift in
the Ukrainian Premier League.  Benfica’s 4-2
loss to Napoli is their only defeat in their last
20 matches in all competitions.

GROUP C
At Barcelona

Barcelona (ESP) v Manchester City (ENG)
Pep Guardiola’s return to Barcelona, the

club where he won the Champions League as
both player and coach (twice) makes this
game the tie of the season so far. Barcelona
have won 12 straight Champions League
games at home and with Lionel Messi, Luis
Suarez and Neymar are all primed to play.
Crucially for City playmaker Kevin de Bruyne
and Sergio Aguero will be at full fitness too
after two draws and a defeat in the last three
games. Captain Vincent Kompany also looks
set for a start. Gerard Pique, in the news this
week for his controversial role in Spain’s outfit
and his ambitions to be Barcelona president,
has also scored three goals in the last three
games. Guardiola’s men drew with Everton at
the weekend.

At Glasgow
Celtic (SCO) v  Borussia

Moenchengladbach (GER)
Celtic’s raucous fans carried the Hoops to a

wild 3-3 draw with Pep Guardiola’s Man City
last time out and will be a bankable asset
against Germany’s Borussia
Moenchengladbach. They’ll need to be as
Celtic are traditionally beaten by German
opponents. AndrÈ Schubert’s charges come
to Celtic Park in desperate need of a win after
defeats against City and Barcelona and in
poor spirits after missing two penalties in a 0-
0 draw with Hamburg on Saturday. The man
to keep an eye on is Celtic striker Moussa
Dembele, who has 15 goals in his last 17
games. Brendan Rodgers knows that if the
1967 Champions are to escape from this
group with the respect of their own fans they
need to win the game and will be priming the
striker to spearhead his masterplan.

Group D
At Rostov-on-Don, Russia

Rostov (RUS) v Atletico Madrid (ESP)
Russia’s Rostov are seeking to build on

their plucky home Champions League debut
2-2 draw against PSV after an opening 5-0
thumping by Bayern Munich.  Rostov will be
hoping for no repeat of the banana throwing
incident that marred the PSV stalemate. They
were beaten by Spartak Moscow in the
domestic league on Saturday with red cards
dished out to two of their players. The
Russians are up against it after last season’s
finalists Atletico sparkled in a 1-0 defeat of
Bayern Munich. It lifted Diego Simeone’s
impressive side into the group lead. A 7-1
humbling of Granada in La Liga means they
travel to Russia in confident mood.

At Munich, Germany 
Bayern Munich (GER) v PSV 

Eindhoven (NED)
Bayern host PSV with Carlo Ancelotti slam-

ming their “bad attitude” in Saturday’s 2-2
draw with Eintracht Frankfurt and club chair-
man Karl-Heinz Rummenigge describing the
performance as “unacceptable”. They need a
win to steady the ship after a last time out
loss to Atletico Madrid left them in second,
three points off the Spanish pacesetters.
Franck Ribery misses the match with a leg
injury. A win will be Bayern’s first in their last
four outings. — AFP

BERLIN: Bayern Munich are determined to break
their winless streak when they host PSV
Eindhoven today to get their Champions League
campaign back on track. 

Bayern have drawn both of their German
league games since losing 1-0 at Atletico Madrid
three weeks ago. The Bundesliga leader’s 2-2
draw at ten-man Eintracht Frankfurt on Saturday
was branded ‘unacceptable’ by Munich’s chair-
man Karl-Heinz Rummenigge.  The disruption
caused by the international break, when a dozen
players were away, or a lengthy injury list could
both be blamed for the poor performance.  But
Rummenigge is having none of it.

“We don’t need excuses, we have only our-
selves to blame,” fumed the Bayern boss. “The
way we played in the first half (in Frankfurt) is
not Bayern Munich. “You can’t turn in a display
like that.

“We have to shift up a gear very quickly, or
we’ll have problems in the Champions League
today.” Coach Carlo Ancelotti has already threat-
ened to make changes for Eindhoven and admit-
ted his team’s attitude in Frankfurt was poor.  His
captain, Philipp Lahm, agrees and says Bayern
must now bounce back against their Dutch
opponents.

“We have to get a grip. The Champions
League is up on Wednesday and we absolutely
must take three points,” said Lahm.

“If you believe that less than 100 percent will
do, you risk losing tackles and control,” added
the ex-Germany captain.

Goals by Arjen Robben, then Joshua
Kimmich, who has scored in each of his last
three league games for Bayern, were each can-
celled out as Eintracht’s Szabolcs Huszti, then
Marco Fabian levelled the scores.  Despite their
dip in form, Bayern remain two points clear in

the Bundesliga table. They need a win to get
their Champions League back on track after
defeat in Madrid following their opening 5-0
route of Russian side Rostov.  

Phillip Cocu’s Eindhoven are still looking for a
first victory in Group D.  They lost 1-0 to Atletico
Madrid in their opening game and drew 2-2 at
Rostov three weeks ago when they twice came
from behind.  PSV have won only one of 18
matches in Germany against Bundesliga teams
with four draws and 13 defeats.

Their solitary victory away to a German club
was back in 1977.  Eindhoven are fourth in the
Dutch league and their only defeat in their first
nine games was at the hands of leaders
Feyenoord.  Now defender Mats Hummels says
Bayern need a “good reaction” against the Dutch.
“We have an obligation to up the pace,” said
Hummels.  “We have to hit the gas from the very
first minute and combine our individual quality
with attitude and passion. “Then we’ll be incredi-
bly strong.” — AFP

Spluttering Bayern out 
to end winless run

MUNICH: Bayern Munich’s Italian headcoach Carlo Ancelotti follows a news conference, on the
eve of the Champions League group D match between FC Bayern Munich and PSV Eindhoven
at the stadium in Munich, southern Germany, yesterday. — AFP 

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE
Arsenal v Ludogorets Razgrad 21:45
beIN SPORTS 6 HD
PSG v FC Basel 1893 21:45
beIN SPORTS 2 HD
SSC Napoli v Besiktas 21:45 
beIN SPORTS 4 HD
Dynamo Kyiv v SL Benfica 21:45
beIN SPORTS 7 HD
Barcelona v Man City 21:45
beIN SPORTS 1 HD
Celtic v Monchengladbach 21:45
beIN SPORTS 9 HD
Bayern Munich v Eindhoven 21:45
beIN SPORTS 5 HD
Rostov v Atletico de Madrid 21:45
beIN SPORTS 8 HD

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

Barca sharpen knives on 
massive European night

MANCHESTER: Manchester City’s English defender John Stones (L) and Manchester
City’s Argentinian striker Sergio Aguero (2R) watch as Manchester City’s English mid-
fielder Raheem Sterling (2L) and Manchester City’s Nigerian striker Kelechi
Iheanacho (3L) compete for the ball during a team training session at Manchester
City Football Academy Campus in Manchester, north west England, yesterday ahead
of their UEFA Champions League Group C football match against Barcelona at the
Camp Nou today. — AFP


