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ST. LOUIS: Washington University in St.
Louis said Monday that it has stopped using
sedated cats to train medical students how
to insert breathing tubes down babies’
throats, effectively ending the practice in
the US, according to a medical ethics group.

The university’s School of Medicine said
in a statement that after a “significant invest-
ment” in its simulation center, it will now
provide neonatal intubation training using
only mannequins and advanced simulators,
effective immediately.

The school said improvements in simula-
tors made the change possible. Cats current-
ly at the university are being adopted by
employees of the medical center. “In the 25-
plus years the university has relied on cats in
teaching this procedure, none was harmed
during training,” the statement read.

The Physicians Committee for
Responsible Medicine, a medical ethics non-
profit, applauded the decision, saying the
practice was cruel to animals and unneces-

sary for students. The group said it was the
last of the 198 US pediatrics programs still
using cats.

“The best way to teach emergency air-
way intervention is on human-relevant
training methods. I commend Washington
University for switching to modern meth-
ods,” said Dr. John Pippin, director of aca-
demic affairs for the Physicians Committee.

Washington University’s use of cats has
drawn criticism in recent years, with critics
contending that the animals suffer pain and
injuries ranging from cracked teeth to punc-
tured lungs. Protests broke out in 2013 after
an undercover video of the university’s train-
ing in pediatric advanced life support was
released by People for the Ethical Treatment
of Animals. The video shows a trainee putting
tubes down the throat of a sedated cat,
sometimes struggling to get it right.
However, the medical school continued
using sedated cats in other training programs
prior to Monday’ announcement. —AP
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BEIJING: Huang Jiefu, left, director of China’s Organ Donation and Transplantation Committee, shakes hands with Francis L.
Delmonico, a longtime surgeon and a professor at Harvard Medical School, during a press conference for the China International
Organ Donation Conference at the Great Hall of the People on Monday. —AP

BEIJING: Surgeons from around the world gath-
ered at a conference in Beijing on Monday in
China’s latest effort to fight persistent skepticism
about whether its hospitals have stopped per-
forming transplants with the organs of executed
prisoners. Doctors from the World Health
Organization and the Montreal-based
Transplantation Society who were invited to the
conference by China praised Chinese officials for
reforms they have made in the transplant system,
including a ban put in place last year on using
organs from executed inmates.

Doubts persist that China is accurately report-
ing figures or meeting its pledge given its severe
shortage of organ donors and China’s long-stand-
ing black-market organ trade. By its own figures,
China has one of the lowest rates of organ dona-
tion in the world, and even the system’s advo-
cates say it needs hundreds of additional hospi-
tals and doctors.

Usually suppresses
While China suppresses most discussions

about human rights, government officials and
state media have publicly talked about their com-
mitment to ending a practice opposed by doctors
and human rights groups due to fears that it pro-
motes executions and coercion.

In a sign of the issue’s symbolic importance to

China, the conference took place in an ornate,
chandeliered ballroom inside the Great Hall of the
People, the building next to Tiananmen Square
that typically hosts foreign leaders and ceremoni-
al Communist Party events.

Doctors at the conference Monday described
meeting patients and visiting hospitals around
the country, and said the recorded usage of drugs
given to transplant patients lined up with China’s
reported numbers of transplants.

Dr. Jose Nunez, an adviser on organ trans-
plants to the World Health Organization, told the
audience that he believed China was building the
“next great” system. “You are taking this country
to a leading position within the transplantation
world,” he said. Others offered praise for Chinese
officials, but stopped short of saying whether
they could confirm China had stopped using exe-
cuted inmates’ organs.

“It’s not a matter for us to prove to you that it’s
zero,” said Dr. Francis Delmonico, a longtime sur-
geon and a professor at Harvard Medical School.
“It’s a matter for the government to fulfill what is
the law, just as it is in the other countries of the
world that we go to.”

China is believed to perform more executions
than any other country, though the government
does not disclose how many. The former vice
minister of health, Dr. Huang Jiefu, publicly

acknowledged in 2005 that China harvested
executed inmates’ organs for transplant, and a
paper he co-authored six years later reported
that as many as 90 percent of Chinese transplant
surgeries using organs from dead people came
from those put to death.

Huang has also responded to a report earlier
this year that a Canadian patient apparently
received a kidney from an executed inmate by
announcing that the doctor and the hospital in
question were suspended from performing
more transplants.

A key impediment is that members of a
donor’s immediate family have the right to veto
any transplant once the person is dead. There is
also a traditional aversion to the removal of body
parts from the dead and a fear that donated
organs could be exploited for monetary gain.

Dr. Philip O’Connell, the immediate past presi-
dent of the Transplantation Society, told reporters
later that he would work with doctors supporting
reform in any country.

“The options are that you completely isolate
someone, which means that generally their prac-
tices get compounded, or you engage with them
and you tell them your point of view and explain
why it would be better for them to change,”
O’Connell said. “That is, I think in the simple terms,
what we’re doing.” —AP
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LONDON: More than 50 researchers from
30 countries are to carry out the first sci-
entific full circumnavigation of Antarctica
in an attempt to measure pollution and
climate change, with the official launch
held on Monday.

The international team will cruise on
Russian research vessel Akademik
Treshnikov, leaving Cape Town on
December 20 and returning on March 18
next year, braving hostile conditions in an
effort to gain a deeper understanding of
humankind’s effect on the Southern Ocean.

The Antarctic Circumpolar Expedition
(ACE) will be the first scientific mission to
study all the major islands in the vast
ocean, as well as the Antarctic land mass.
“The idea is to visit the islands around
Antarctica, which is scientifically extraordi-
narily interesting,” businessman Frederik
Paulsen, a founder of the Swiss Polar
Institute (SPI) and ACE instigator, told AFP
at the project’s official launch in London.

“The changes that are going on around
Antarctica are less well understood than in
the Arctic and the islands... (and) are a ther-
mometer of what’s going on. “This is a proj-
ect that has been waiting to happen,” he
said, adding that “something on this scale
has never been done, and I don’t think it
will ever be done again.”

Researchers will work on a number of
interrelated fields, from biology to climatol-
ogy to oceanography. “Scientific progress
depends more than ever on communica-
tion between diverse scientific domains,”
said the project’s brochure. “For example,
marine biology depends on complex math-
ematical models currently being developed
by oceanographers.”

Hopes for ‘leap’ forward    
British Antarctic Survey professor David

Walton, the expedition’s science coordina-
tor, warned scientists to prepare for a
bumpy ride. “If you are seasick, you are

going to be seasick,” he told AFP. “There’s a
series of storms that sweeps around the
Antarctic continually, and we will almost
certainly be caught up in one of those. 

“The big challenge is to continue the
work even when the ship is in a Storm
Force Nine.” The team leaders issued a call
last year for research proposals, receiving
over 90 ideas. A panel of experts whittled
these down to 22.

Adopted projects include mapping
whales, penguins and albatrosses in the
Southern Ocean; measuring the effect of
plastic pollution on the food chain; and
logging the extent of phytoplankton-the
base of the food chain-and its role in regu-
lating climate.

Scientists will also take ice core samples
and study biodiversity on the continent in
an attempt to reveal conditions before the
onset of the Industrial Revolution. “The pro-
ject’s ambitious because... we’re trying to
do the whole Southern Ocean in one sea-
son,” said Walton. 

“It is 10 percent of the world’s ocean
and we want to find out if its currents are
changing, if the water masses are chang-
ing and what that will mean for the future
of the Southern Ocean, especially as a car-
bon sink.

“We hope that by bringing our best
ideas forward, there will be a leap in our
understanding.” ACE is the first project of
the newly-created Swiss Polar Institute (SPI)
a joint venture comprising various Swiss
research and educational institutions that
aims to “enhance international relations
and collaboration between countries, as
well as to spark the interest of a new gener-
ation of young scientists in polar research.”

The journey will be divided into three
legs, with Hobart in Australia and Punta
Arenas in Chile serving as staging posts.
Other stop-offs include the Crozet Islands,
South Sandwich, South Georgia and the
Mertz glacier on Antarctica itself. —AFP
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SYDNEY: This file picture taken on April 27, 2012 shows two 14 month old
Tasmanian Devils exploring their enclosure at Devil Ark in the Barrington
Tops area of Australia’s New South Wales state. —AFP

SYDNEY: Mother’s milk from the marsupi-
als known as Tasmanian devils could help
the global fight against increasingly deadly
“superbugs” which resist antibiotics,
Australian researchers said yesterday.

Superbugs are bacteria which cannot be
treated by current antibiotics and other
drugs, with a recent British study saying
they could kill up to 10 million people
globally by 2050.

Scientists at the University of Sydney
found that peptides in the marsupial’s milk
killed resistant bacteria, including methi-
cillin-resistant golden staph bacteria and
enterococcus that is resistant to the power-
ful antibiotic vancomycin.

The researchers turned to marsupials
like the devil-which carry their young in a
pouch after birth to complete their devel-
opment-because of their biology. The
underdeveloped young have an immature
immune system when they are born, yet
survive growth in their mother’s bacteria-
filled pouch.

“We think this has led to an expansion of
these peptides in marsupials,” University of
Sydney PhD candidate Emma Peel, who
worked on the research published in the
Nature journal Scientific Reports, told AFP.
“Marsupials have more peptides than other
mammals. In the devil we found six, where-

as humans have only one of this type of
peptide.  “Other research in other marsupi-
als has shown that tammar wallabies have
eight of these peptides and opossums have
12,” said Peel, adding that studies into
koala’s milk had now started. The scientists
artificially created the antimicrobial pep-
tides, called cathelicidins, after extracting
the sequence from the devil’s genome, and
found they “killed the resistant bacteria...
and other bacteria”.

They are hopeful marsupial peptides
could eventually be used to develop new
antibiotics for humans to aid the battle
against superbugs.

“One of the most difficult things in
today’s world is to try and find new antibi-
otics for drug-resistant strains of bacteria,”
the research manager of the university’s
Australasian Wildlife Genomics Group,
Carolyn Hogg, told AFP. “Most of the other
previous antibiotics have come from plants,
moulds and other work that’s been around
for close to a 100 years, so it’s time to start
looking elsewhere.”

World Health Organization director-
general Margaret Chan warned last month
some scientists were describing the
impact of superbugs as a “slow-motion
tsunami” and the situation was “bad and
getting worse”. —AFP
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FALLS CHURCH, VIRGINA: This Saturday, Aug. 1, 2015 photo shows a variety of miniature tomatoes displayed for sale at a farmers
market. —AP

Why tomatoes lose flavor in 

fridge: Their genes chill out
NEW YORK: If you buy tomatoes
from John Banscher at his farmstand
in New Jersey, he’ll recommend
keeping them out of the fridge or
they’ll lose some of their taste.

Now scientists have figured
out why: It ’s because some of
their genes chill out, says a study
that may help solve that problem.
Cooling tomatoes below 54
degrees stops them from making
some of the substances that con-
tribute to their taste, according to
researchers who dug into the
genetic roots of the problem.

That robs the fruit of flavor,
whether it happens in a home
refrigerator or in cold storage
before the produce reaches the
grocery shelf, they said.

With the new detailed knowl-
edge of how that happens,
“maybe we can breed tomatoes
to change that,” said researcher
Denise Tieman of the University
of Florida in Gainesville. She and
colleagues there, in China and at
Cornell University in Ithaca, New
York, report their findings in a
paper published Monday by the

Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences.

They showed that after seven
days of storage at 39 degrees,
tomatoes lost some of their sup-
ply of substances that produce
their characteristic aroma, which
is a key part of their flavor. Three
days of sitting at room tempera-
ture didn’t remedy that, and a
taste test by 76 people confirmed
the chilled tomatoes weren’t as
good as fresh fruit.

Tomatoes stored for just one
or three days didn’t lose their aro-

ma substances. Further research
showed that the prolonged chill-
ing reduced the activity of certain
genes that make those com-
pounds, Tieman said. Her lab is
already looking into the possibili-
ty of breeding tomatoes that
don’t lose flavor in the cold, she
said. In the meantime, “Just leave
them out on the counter, or leave
them in a shaded area, some-
thing like that,” said Banscher,
whose farm is in Gloucester
County. “A tomato has a decent
shelf life. —AP


