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Sheikha Intisar Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah
said she is proud for the only Kuwaiti
film participating in the Alexandria

Film Festival winning the best actor prize.
Sheikha Intisar who chairs the Pearl House
Art Production Company (Lulua Publishing )
said that ‘Habeeb Al-Ardh, Fayeq Abdeljalil’
film put Kuwait’s name in prominence in the
world cinema, adding that this win is a first
step for Kuwait becoming a nucleus of cine-
ma industry.

This prompted us to continue the march of
success, as film director Ramadan Khasro left
with Kuwait’s delegation along with the
National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters
to Abu Dhabi to participate in the third round
of the “GCC Film Festival” which will continue
until October 20 and organized by Ministry of
Culture and Knowledge Development in
cooperation with Gulf Cooperation Council
secretariat, under the patronage of Culture
and Knowledge Development Minister Sheikh
Nahayan Bin Mubarak Al-Nahayan, in the pres-
ence of various officials including GCC
Assistant Secretary General for Culture sector
at the Secretariat General Khalid Al-Ghassani,
Gulf Culture Directors, GCC Culture

Committee members besides actors from vari-
ous GCC countries including Abdelhussein
Abdelreda, Dawood Hussein, Mohammad Al-
Mansour, Jassim Al-Nabhan, Huda Hussein,
Tariq Al-Ali, Shujoon Al-Hajiri, Amal Al-Awadhi,
Muna Shaddad and Zahra Al-Kharji from
Kuwait.

Fatima Abdelraheem, Shaila Sabt, Shaima
Sabt, Reem Rahmi and Anwar Ahmad. Shamaa
Mohammad, Buthaina Al-Raeesi, Khalid
Alzidjali, Saleh Zaal, Saud Al-Darmaki, Ghada
Alzidjali from Oman. Ibrahim Al-Hasawi and
Reem Abdallah from Saudi Arabia. Najwa Al-
Qatariya, Saleh Al-Mawla and Sahar Hussein
from Qatar. Ahmad Al-Jasmi, Sameera Ahmad,
Fatima Al-Housani, Huda Al-Khateeb and
Badriya Ahmad from UAE.

She said ‘Habeeb Al-Ardh’ film is participat-
ing along with five other Kuwaiti films, adding
that the Gulf cinema festival is a great oppor-
tunity for a Kuwaiti and Gulf Cinema Industry
to compete at the world level. She said there
are 27 films participating along with several
specialized seminars and workshops.

‘Habeeb Al-Ardh’ : A winner 
at the third GCC Film Festival

Photo shows Sheikha
Intisar Salem Al-Ali Al-
Sabah at the third GCC

Film Festival.

(From left) Photo show directors Ramadan Khasro
and Ahmad Al-Khalaf posing at the third GCC Film
Festival. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

(From left) Photo shows screenwriter Razi Al-Shati, director
Ramadan Khasro (center) and Fatima Al-Husseinan posing at the
third GCC Film Festival.

The force behind a string of hits for other artists, pop
singer Bebe Rexha was named the host of the MTV
Europe Music Awards on Monday before her first

album has even been released. The honor reflects the 27-
year-old’s fast-growing stardom and the connection she
feels to Europe. Born in New York to Albanian parents,
Rexha will take center-stage on November 6 in the Dutch
city of Rotterdam for a gala geared to a more global audi-
ence than MTV’s signature Video Music Awards. With a siz-
able fan base in parts of Europe as well as Mexico, Rexha
said she always immerses herself in local music scenes
when traveling.

In Europe, “it kind of feels that sometimes they’re a step
ahead, and I think they’re open to different-sounding
music, and I like that,” she told AFP. The singer said with a
mischievous look that she was practicing pranks for the
internationally televised awards night, whose performers
will include Bruno Mars and Shawn Mendes. “I just want to
be myself and be real and be funny,” she said. Part of being
true to herself is expressing her Albanian heritage. While
her sound is consistent with R&B-tinged mainstream pop,
she said there are underlying Albanian influences, includ-
ing sounds she heard at weddings. “When I was first start-
ing out, I didn’t know how to grasp that, how to intertwine
that in my music,” she said. But she eventually realized that

“the more real you are” the better. “I want to show every
part of me, and every color of me,” she said. “And I think,
growing up Albanian, I wanted to bring that to light.”

Young veteran songwriter 
Rexha’s next single will feature a “big drum that has a

very sexy feel to it,” she said, adding that she sees it as an
inheritance from Albanian music. The song comes out
ahead of her debut full-length album, the cryptically titled
“A.Y.F.,” which will be released in January. Rexha entered the
Top 10 in the United States and several European countries
last year with “Me, Myself & I,” a collaboration with rapper
G-Eazy. She has already enjoyed a prolific career as a song-
writer at her young age. She was discovered after she won
a national contest for teenage songwriters run by the
Recording Academy, which administers the Grammy
Awards.

Rexha co-wrote “The Monster,” the chart-topping 2013
hit by Eminem and Rihanna, as well as songs for Selena
Gomez, Iggy Azalea and Nick Jonas. Blessed with a voice
that can go into high soprano range yet maintain a soulful
texture, Rexha said recording her own album was a new
experience. “You need to know when to surrender the
album,” she said. “It’s very nerve-racking because you want
people to like it and you want to like it, and sometimes you

have to put your foot down and say this is what it’s going
to be,” she added. “I can’t sit here forever-for another 10
years-doing this album.”

Reaching into emotions 
The album was also highly personal for Rexha, who

poured emotion into songs about a breakup. “The writing
process was very tough,” she said. “What you start learning
is that to get over a breakup, you kind of have to live
through the emotions and not run away from it because
then it lasts longer.” But the approach is not always cathar-
tic. Performing her early single “I Can’t Stop Drinking About
You” a year later when another boyfriend split with her,
Rexha said she would cry on stage. “I feel weird-you don’t
want to cry on stage!” she said with a laugh.  “The fans are
like-what’s happening? But it’s life and I can’t be perfect
every day.” — AFP

Bebe Rexha taps into her roots as MTV Europe host

Pop singer Bebe Rexha poses for
a photo at the MTV headquar-

ters in New York. — AFP

A Turkish boy
plays with a fan

dressed as
Chewbacca as

they attend 53rd
Antalya Film

Festival in
Mediterranean

Turkish resort of
Antalya,

Turkey.—AP

Netflix and Amazon were facing  off for a Cold War clash
of two German spy series yesterday after the phenom-
enal international success of espionage drama

“Deutschland 83”. Netflix has snapped up “Downfall” director
Oliver Hirschbiegel’s highly-rated new show “The Same Sky”
about a Stasi secret police agent sent on a “Romeo mission” to
seduce a middle-aged single mother working in an NATO
eavesdropping station in West Berlin. The series, written by
Paula Milne, the British Emmy-winner behind “The Politician’s
Wife”, got rave reviews after its premiere late Monday at MIP-
COM, the world’s biggest entertainment market in the French
resort of Cannes. 

Only hours earlier, Amazon had announced that it would
premiere the sequel to “Deutschland 83”-the most successful
German series of all time-on its streaming service. Despite
being a relative flop at home, the RTL series about a wide-
eyed East German border guard who is sent to spy on the
West was a record-breaking hit abroad. “Deutschland 86” will
pick up the story of reluctant spook Martin Rauch’s life three
years on, the producers said. “The Same Sky” is set in 1974
when despite the thawing of relations between East and West,

its producer said Berlin was a “hotbed of paranoia and spying,
a covert frontline for both sides infiltrating every aspect of dai-
ly life.”

Honey trap boy 
It opens in the Stasi HQ during a mind control class where

one of its rising young agents is being prepared to sexually
target a British-born intelligence officer played by Swedish
star Sofia Helin of “The Bridge” fame. She works at the NSA’s
top secret Teufelsberg listening station and is struggling with
her angry, off-the-rails son who is dabbling in radical politics.
Milne told reporters the series listens in on stories from both
sides of the Berlin Wall.

“You have a family in the East imploding under the strain
of their daughter competing in the Olympics while elsewhere
a group of gays try to tunnel their way under the wall,” she
added. Director Hirschbiegel said he was old enough to have
lived with the wall and drew from his own experiences when
making the six-part series for the German public broadcaster
ZDF. “I have a lot of memories. I had a girlfriend and friends in
the East. I experienced both worlds,” he added. “I crossed the

border in every way: by car, by foot, by subway and tram.
Back then Berlin was an island within this rigid East German
regime, a hippie country where an unbelievable number of
young people, students and men wanted to avoid doing mili-
tary service.”

The western half of the city was not quite the glittering
advertisement for capitalism that many think it was,
Hirschbiegel said. “Many streets could have been mistaken for
the Bronx with empty houses and dilapidated facades that
weren’t much different from the ones in the East. The main dif-
ference was the billboards and the neon advertisements.” “The
Same Sky” will air next year while “Deutschland 86” will not hit
terrestrial screens until 2018.  “Deutschland 83” was the first
German series ever to be shown on a US network and had the
highest ratings of a foreign-language drama in the history of
British television, beating Scandinavian hits like “Borgen”, “The
Killing” and “The Bridge”. — AFP

Terrorism TV
show puts verdict

in European
viewers’ hands

Amilitary pilot shoots down a hijacked  plane with
164 people on board to save the lives of thou-
sands in a packed stadium that was the target of

a terrorist plot. Is he a hero, or guilty of murder? That is
the question viewers were asked to answer in an inter-
active television show broadcast late Monday in five
European countries. “Terror - Your Verdict” turned couch
potatoes at home into a jury judging the fate of fictional
German air force major Lars Koch, who fires a missile at
the Lufthansa passenger jet.

“If I don’t shoot, tens of thousands will die,” he says in
the thriller as he takes aim at an engine of the Airbus
A320, flouting the orders of his superiors. The plane
bursts into flames and comes down in a potato field,
killing everyone aboard including militants from an Al-
Qaeda offshoot who planned to use the airliner to tar-
get a soccer match between Germany and England. At
the Munich stadium venue, 70,000 fans are blissfully
unaware that they have been spared death due to the
actions of the young military pilot. In the television
show, an adaptation of a successful play by bestselling
author Ferdinand von Schirach, Koch sits in the dock on
164 counts of murder.

Trolley problem for terror age 
The scenario has been debated since the suicide

hijackings of September 11, 2001 in the United States as
a kind of modern trolley problem, the classic ethical
thought experiment. In that hypothetical conundrum, a
person must choose between allowing a runaway trol-
ley to run over five people tied to railway tracks, or to
pull a lever and send the trolley barreling into one per-
son on another track.  After 9/11, then US vice president
Dick Cheney said the military would have been justified
if they shot down the airliners to prevent them crashing
into the World Trade Center and the Pentagon.

However Germany’s constitutional court ruled in
2006 that such action would violate Article One of its
Basic Law, that human dignity is inviolable. In the case
of “Terror - Your Verdict”, viewers in Germany, Austria,
Switzerland, the Czech Republic and Slovenia were
asked to vote guilty or not guilty online or via a tele-
phone hotline. 

Philosophical thicket 
The programming chief for German public broad-

caster ARD, Volker Herres, said the audience was invited
to become part of the plot.  “The viewer is yanked out of
the passivity of television watching,” he told the Bild dai-
ly. “He is actively called upon to become both an affect-
ed person and take a decision.” In the end, overwhelm-
ing majorities called for Koch to be acquitted, with more
than 80 percent of viewers in Germany, Austria and
Switzerland finding Koch not guilty. An actor playing
the presiding judge read out the verdict, with both
options filmed in advance. The normally prosaic Bild
pointed up the philosophical thicket revealed by the
show “pitting eternal natural law against the Protestant
ethic of responsibility, which demands a conscience-
based decision in every situation”. —AFP

Prize winning French sculptor Annette Messager (left) walks after receiving a medal from
Prince Hitachi (second right) as Princess Hitachi (right) looks on during the awards ceremony.

Prize winning US director Martin Scorsese (second left) receives a medal from Prince
Hitachi (2nd R) as Princess Hitachi (right) looks on during the awards ceremony.

Online giants battle over German Cold War spy dramas


