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In December 1950, the painter Max Beckmann
ventured out of his New York home to see his
“Self-Portrait in Blue Jacket,” then on view at the

city’s Metropolitan Museum of Art. The German artist
never made it: he suffered a fatal heart attack steps
from Central Park at age 66. Today, the museum will
open a new exhibition called “Max Beckmann in New
York” to celebrate his connection to the city where
he settled in September 1949 and lived out the last
months of his life.

Before the Nazi regime labeled his works “degen-
erate” and removed them from German museums in
1937, Beckmann (1884-1850) enjoyed great acclaim
in his home country, with top art dealers presenting
his work to private collectors. He left his native land
for Amsterdam, where he lived for a decade, before
heading to St Louis, Missouri for a temporary teach-
ing position. 

He ultimately landed in New York, his third resi-
dence in exile. The painter described the city-then
evolving into a major art center-as “a pre-war Berlin
multiplied a hundredfold,” and painted the major
works “Falling Man” and “The Town (City Night).” The
artist’s oeuvre included self-portraits, interiors, land-
scapes and triptychs. His rich blocks of color are
brought into stark relief by thick, black lines. 

New York had already known Beckmann for more
than two decades before he arrived, thanks to two
Berlin art dealers who sold his art to New York collec-
tors. The Met exhibition, on display until February
2017, will feature 14 paintings the artist created while
living in Manhattan, as well as 25 additional works
from New York collections dating from 1920 to
1948.”New York is really grandiose,” Beckmann once
wrote. “But it stinks of burned fat, just like the sacrificial
meal of the slain enemies among the savages.” “But
nevertheless-crazy, crazy, crazy!” — AFP

A woman looks at “Self-Portrait in Blue Jacket” (1950)
October 17, 2016.

Aside from his kingly duties - and they
were immense - Thailand’s late King
Bhumibol Adulyadej took time during

his 70-year reign to compose music (and jam
with some of the world’s jazz legends), build
sailing craft (and win an international yachting
race), paint surrealistic oils and have some 20
patents registered for an assortment of inven-
tions. Here’s a look at the many pursuits of
Bhumibol, who died last week at the age of 88:

Musician
“He is simply the coolest king in the land,”

declared American jazz great Lionel Hampton
of Bhumibol’s talent on the saxophone. He also
played clarinet, trumpet and the piano, often
with his own palace band, and one of the high-
lights of a 1960 visit to New York was a two-
hour jam session with Benny Goodman.

Largely self-taught, he is credited with
nearly 50 compositions, including a three-
movement ballet previewed in Vienna and
songs that  are st i l l  f requently  heard in
Thai land,  including “Fal l ing R ain” and
“Candlelight Blues.” Six of his songs were
included in a  1950 Broadway musical ,
“Peepshow,” with one, “Blue Night,” described
by one critic as a “sensuous beguine.”

Inventor
Having tinkered since childhood and

studied some science and engineering in
Switzerland, the king came up with inven-
tions throughout much of his reign, with 20
patents and 19 trademarks registered under
his name and some garnering international
awards. Most were related to rural develop-

ment, although he also configured a new
gun mount on helicopters and offered
ideas on how to prevent the M-16, the
standard US assault rifle in the Vietnam
War, from jamming.

Pondering how to prevent annual flooding
in Bangkok, he recalled from childhood pet
monkeys munching on bananas, then retain-
ing the food in their cheeks to later swallow.
The king’s “monkey cheeks” initiative featured
reservoirs on the peripheries of Bangkok into
which onrushing water was diverted and later
flushed into the sea or used for irrigation. His
inventions included a biofuel from palm oil
and the low-cost Chaipattana aerator, which
resembles a paddle wheel on old steamers
and can be inserted into rivers, canals and
marshes to counter water pollution. The aera-
tors can be seen across Thailand, including at
the royal residence in Bangkok.

A 2005 European patent, number 1491088,
describes a technique for seeding clouds to
induce rain over drought-stricken areas.
Dubbed the “super sandwich,” pilots disperse
environmentally friendly chemicals to form
cool and warm clouds at different altitudes.

Artist, author, sailor
Bhumibol was 8 when he got hold of his

first camera - a Coronet Midget given by his
mother - and rarely was one out of reach
through most of his life, capturing both
domestic scenes and documenting his efforts
to improve rural lives. The king’s more than
60 sculptures and paintings range from tradi-
tionally realistic to expressionistic and
abstract. Some are starkly contemporary.
“This is called ‘Subversion’ - there is greed,
anger and evil. I painted it with a knitting
needle,” he said of one.

The king also penned several books,
including one about a beloved stray dog that
he had adopted. A keen sportsman until hob-
bled by illnesses over the past decade, he
teamed up with one of his daughters to win a
yachting gold medal in the 1967 Southeast
Asian Peninsular Games. A year later, he chal-
lenged another royal sailor, Britain’s visiting
Prince Philip, to a race. — AP

In this July 5, 1960, file photo, Thailand’s King Bhumibol Adulyadej, right, plays the saxo-
phone during a jam session with legendary jazz clarinetist Benny Goodman, left, drum-
mer Gene Krupa, second left, and trombonist Urbie Green in New York. — AP photos

In this Sept 22, 1935, file photo, ten-year-old King Ananda Mahidol of
Siam, now known as Thailand, right, stands with his brother Prince
Bhumibol, while playing with presents including a science kit he received
on his tenth birthday, in Lausanne, Switzerland.

In this Friday, Aug 4, 2006, file photo, Thailand’s King Bhumibol Adulyadej
holds a camera as he leaves Siriraj Hospital in a wheelchair after undergo-
ing surgery in Bangkok, Thailand.

A woman passes by drawing portraits of the late Thai King Bhumibol Adulyadej in
Bangkok, Thailand.

A Thai Buddhist monk takes a picture of drawing portraits of the late Thai King Bhumibol
Adulyadej in Bangkok, Thailand, yesterday.

People take pictures of a drawing portrait of the late Thai King Bhumibol Adulyadej in
Bangkok, Thailand, yesterday.

Thailand’s late king also
artist, jazz musician, inventor

Thais turn to tattoos to 

remember late King Bhumibol

Days after widely revered King Bhumibol Adulyadej died, many Thais are heading to
tattoo parlors to get a lasting memory of the only monarch they have ever known.
In the seaside resort town of Pattaya, the Skin Art Tattoo parlor offered up to 50

free tattoos per day between Saturday and Monday, media reported, while in Bangkok
tattoo artists are worked off their feet. The Sak Lai Tattoo Studio in a popular shopping
district of central Bangkok has prepared several tattoo designs in honor of the late king,
including the number 9 in Thai because he was ninth king of the country’s 234-year-old
Chakri Dynasty.

“It’s a way to express and record their own story of love and devotion to our king,” said
Esara Usada, 55, who has been a tattoo artist for two decades and owns Sak Lai. His tattoo
artist wife, Tapanee Prasitsuk, said they are fully booked for the next month.

Prices for a tattoo at their parlor start at 2,000 baht ($57). But as a tribute to the late
king, prices for king-related tattoos will start at 1,000 baht, Tapanee said. Piyaphan
Phanwiroj, 34, a military officer, sat still for about 20 minutes while Tapanee inked away at
the nape of his neck, producing a sentence that read in Thai: “I was born in the reign of
King Rama IX”.

“The tattoo speaks louder than love. It speaks of respect, obedience and loyalty,” he
said. “It will remind me to do more for my country. In times of hopelessness, it will remind
me of all his hard work for us.” Other popular tattoos include the phrase “May I be your
humble servant in all my lives” and lyrics from the royal anthem. — Reuters

A woman looks at “Self-portrait with Horn” (1938)
October 17, 2016 during a press preview for the exhibi-
tion called “Max Beckmann in New York”.

A man looks at ‘Falling Man’ (1950) October 17, 2016
during a press preview for the exhibition called ‘Max
Beckmann in New York’ at the Metropolitan Museum
of Art in New York. — AFP photos

German painter Max Beckmann returns to Manhattan in new show


