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Evacuation drill at
Residency Department

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The Medical Emergencies
Department held a mock evacuation drill in
cooperation with the Fire Department at
the Farwaniya Residency Department in
Dajeej. The exercise simulated a fire in an
office that injured a person. Dr Abdullah Al-

Jassar said the drill was successful.
In other news, the road occupancy

department at the Jahra Municipality
branch carr ied  out  a  campaign in
Mutlaa, Naeem, Taima, Industrial Jahra,
K abd and Sa lmy,  resul t ing in  the
removal of 577 abandoned cars and 14
truckloads from Kabd.

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Interior
Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-
Sabah ordered yesterday forming a special
panel to examine nomination papers of the
candidates vying for seats in the upcoming
50-member National Assembly (Parliament).
The commission, to be presided by the first
public attorney, justice Sultan Majed
Boujarwa, will check the candidacy papers to
ensure all the required terms and specifica-
tions for the nominees are met and available,
the Ministry of Interior (MoI) said in a state-
ment. The panel, which will hold its sessions
at the headquarters of the election depart-
ment, is entitled to seek any information or
documents from any authority, and will report
to the Ministry of Interior.

The MoI statement came as the electoral
process kicked off early today, when candi-
dates started submitting their registration
papers at the set centers across Kuwait.
Candidates’ papers’ submission will proceed
till October 28, pending the balloting due on
November 26th.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah has recently dis-
solved the parliament citing various chal-
lenges and regional critical conditions. At
least three Cabinet members desiring to take
part in parliamentary elections have already
resigned from their executive posts.

Law number 35/1962, which deals with
parliamentary elections, permits candidates
to file their candidacies to contest elections, a
statement issued by the Ministry of Interior
said. Moreover, all eligible candidates should
be Kuwaiti citizens below 30 years of age and
are required to be fluent in written and spo-
ken Arabic, the statement added.

On further prerequisites, the statement
pointed out that all candidates should have
no criminal history, as those found with crimi-
nal records are prohibited from contesting the
elections. Furthermore, all candidates should
register at the elections affairs office in
Shuwaikh Residential area from 7:30 am to
1:30 pm, with their citizenship certificates and
two recent photos in hand. A KD 50 fee is also

required to register, the statement noted.
Parliamentary life in Kuwait saw the light in
the early 60s, thus putting the State of Kuwait
on the world’s democracy map. —KUNA

Special panel examines
candidates’ papers

Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Opposition representatives met at
Ammar Al-Ajmi’s diwaniya in Kaifan without
the attendance of former MPs Ahmed Al-
Saadoun and Khaled Al-Sultan, well-informed
sources said. The sources explained that 11
former MPs including Mohammad Al-Dallal,
Badr Al-Dahoum, Jamaan Al-Harbash, Waleed
Al-Tabtabaei, Hamad Al-Mutar, Osama Al-
Menawer, Adel Al-Damkhi,  Osama Al-
Shaheen, Mohammad Hayef, Nayef Al-Merdas
and Ajmi attended the meeting and dis-
cussed taking part in the upcoming parlia-
mentary elections. 

The sources quoted Harbash urging his
colleagues to be realistic and note that peo-
ple have been avoiding their seminars and
rejecting their calls to go to Irada Square. “My
brothers and myself have been affected very
much by the boycott,” he said, pointing out
that he had received a call from former MP
Musallam Al-Barrak urging them to take part
in the elections, because having opposition
MPs in parliament would be a golden oppor-
tunity for Barrak to run in the following elec-
tions that will be held when the opposition
wins seats and manages to create a crisis in
the new parliament and have it dissolved. 

The sources added that a discussion was
held about how to take part in the elections
and that it was agreed to run in the elections
provided that Barrak issues a written state-
ment urging the opposition to do so.
“Harbash called Barrak and he promised to
make the statement,” said the sources, adding
that former MP Faisal Al-Mislem said that he
was embarrassed to declare his intentions to
take part because he had just urged people
to boycott the elections two days earlier. “Let
me be the last to announce my participation,”
the sources claimed he said, as if yielding to
public pressure. 

The meeting’s host and former MP Ajmi

said that the opposition MPs who attended
the meeting decided to take part in the
elections except for Tabtabaei, who decid-
ed to consult his voters, and Merdas, who
has not made up his mind yet. Ajmi added
that six of  the majority bloc members,
including Saadoun, Sultan, Abdullatif Al-
Ameeri, Mohammed Al-Kandari, Faisal Al-
Yahya and Obaid Al-Wasmi, will not take
part in the upcoming elections. Ajmi added
that another meeting would be held at his
diwaniya tomorrow. In addition, Ajmi noted
that the Islamic Constitutional Movement
( ICM) general  assembly  had selec ted
Harbash to take part. 

Opposition ‘on verge’ of ending boycott: Sources
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KUWAIT: Dean of  the College of
Petroleum and Engineering at Kuwait
University Prof Abdullatif Al-Khlaifi said
that the college’s labs need periodic main-
tenance according to a special contract
and that the delay in the college’s budget

has been holding up maintenance opera-
tions, although studies are highly depend-
ent on lab apparatuses. Khlaifi added that
the total number of students at the col-
lege is 5,000, which is beyond its capacity
of 3,600. “This means that some sections
include 45 students though the ideal
number should be 18,” he underlined. 

Petroleum college overcrowded 


