
FROM THE ARABIC PRESS
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2016

News
i n  b r i e f

Teachers to receive

reduced pay in Nov
KUWAIT: Arab public school teachers will receive their
salaries in full this month, including their rent allowance
intact, as the Ministry of Education is yet to officially
receive the decision to cut the allowance from KD 150
to KD 60, despite the fact it became effective on
October 13, 016. As a result, not only will teachers
receive reduced rent allowances next month, but the
ministry will also deduct KD 55 from each teacher’s pay
for applying the decision retroactively. —Al-Qabas

No decrees

KUWAIT: The Cabinet is not expected to issue
emergency decrees concerning issues that go in
contradiction with the state’s budget for
2016/2017, high ranking government sources said.
They made their remarks in response to specula-
tions that the Cabinet might restructure the public
sector’s payroll or reduce subsidies through emer-
gency decrees issued before a new parliament is
elected. —Al-Anbaa

Oil sector’s budgets

KUWAIT: Kuwait Petroleum Corporation’s (KPC) Board
of Directors starts discussions next Sunday to adopt the
oil sector ’s budgets for the fiscal year 217/2018.
Meanwhile, sources revealed that KPC demanded
excluding the Kuwait Gulf Oil Company (KGOC) from
the budget in an attempt to avoid losses resulting from
halting production at the divided zone, adding that
production is not expected to resume before a year
from today. —Al-Anbaa

Airport security

KUWAIT: G4S started operation at Kuwait
International Airport as part of a deal with the
Interior Ministry to offer security services there. The
company has already provided 97 inspectors
assigned at the entrance and before the passports’
counter. The remaining 303 inspectors, who will be
assigned to all gates at Kuwait International Airport,
the Saad Al-Abdullah Airport and the new terminal
(under construction) are set to arrive to Kuwait
within two months, sources said. —Al-Rai

Kuwaiti fighters

KUWAIT: The number of Kuwaiti fighters is increas-
ing among the ‘Jund Al-Aqsa’ group fighting in Syria,
at a time in which their numbers are dwindling with-
in the Islamic State (IS) and Nusra Front, Al-Rai daily
reported yesterday quoting ‘jihadi sources.’ “Jund Al-
Aqsa has  become the favor i te  dest inat ion for
Kuwaitis travelling to Syria for jihad,” the sources
said, adding that four Kuwaiti members of the radical
group were killed in fighting during the past couple
of years. —Al-Rai

Al-Anbaa

By  Saad Al-Motesh

On building a new house, those close to
the owner start offering free advice to
help him avoid mistakes they had made,

such as taking care of the quality of electrical
wiring because of its significance to safety.
However, the most important piece of advice
they offer is about installing a central water filter. 

Nevertheless, regardless of the quality of that
central filter, one will still have to install smaller
ones in the kitchen or for water coolers to get
the purest drinking and cooking water and to
ensure the safety of family members. Therefore,
we see many houses install more than one filter
next to each other. 

The idea of using multilayered filters was the
same used by former Minister of Awqaf and
Islamic Affairs Yaaqoub Al-Sane, with a slight dif-
ference that he did not use it in his house - it is
up to him if he does not even install a single fil-

ter there. Sane used the idea at his ministry,
where he formed four committees to decide who
deserves to be appointed in leading positions. 

The first committee Sane formed is responsi-
ble for listing candidates who match the condi-
tions set for the position. The second committee
is responsible for checking the first committee’s
work. The third committee interviews candidate
and finally the fourth committee endorses the
final selectees. These four committees act as a
four-process filter to make sure only the best get
through. 

Four-layer water filters at home ensure that
drinking water will be purer than spring water on
top of Everest and Tibet. Similarly, Sane’s four fil-
ters are the main reason behind severe criticisms
and accusations pointed at Sane, questioning
the committees’ decisions! 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 

Sane’s filters

Crime
R e p o r t

Trio sold phone

lines to inmates
KUWAIT: Acting Interior Ministry Assistant Undersecretary
for Criminal Evidence Major General Shihab Al-Shimmari
ordered two women and a man be sent to the public pros-
ecution after they registered phones in the names of citi-
zens and expats, then sold them to central prison inmates,
leaving innocent people to bear the charges. A security
source said a citizen told Khaitan police that she was sur-
prised to find there were two phone lines in her name, and
the company was demanding payment. The source said
investigations led to discovering that a bedoon and two
women, both citizens, were behind this scam.

Cabby mugged
A roaming taxi driver was stabbed by three unidenti-
fied persons after he resisted them. They robbed him
of his money and other belongings. The taxi driver
picked up the three from Industrial Shuwaikh, and as
soon as they got in, one pulled out a knife, and when
he resisted, he was stabbed in the shoulder. The sus-
pects then escaped. Detectives are investigating.

Fight
After a fight broke out between a Filipino and a
Bangladeshi, friends of the former rushed to help him
and caused injuries to the Bangladeshi, who was taken to
hospital. The fight was over a taxi fare. The Bangladeshi
cabbie took the Filipino from Salmiya to Fintas, but he
refused to pay what the driver demanded, so a fight
broke out and residents rushed to help their compatriot.

Driver ‘punished’
An unidentified person ‘punished’ an Egyptian by
damaging his car after he blocked the road in
Salmiya. A security source said the Egyptian lodged
a complaint. He said that he parked his car behind
another vehicle in front of a Salmiya building, and
when he returned, he found his car was damaged.

Drug users caught
Special missions men arrested a citizen and an Emirati
woman after stiff resistance and insults. Both were under
the influence of drugs and had 20 illicit tablets on them.
Both were sent to the Drugs Control General Department.

Suicide attempt
Police rescued a citizen in his 40s who flung himself
into the sea in an attempt to commit suicide, and
rushed him to Mubarak Hospital. They found his sui-
cide bid was due to divorce and accumulated debts.
The incident took place near Balajat Street, and the
man was charged and will be questioned after he
recovers. —Al-Rai and Al-Anbaa

Al-Jarida

A long with the accelerated tensions due to
the nearness of parliamentary elections,
the government is expected to open its

arms wide for a large number of lawmakers to
renew their affiliations, and the best channel to do
so is through overseas medical treatment. For
example, the health minister will not mind being a
link between current and new lawmakers and
decision makers amongst ministers and sheikhs
regardless of the government’s promises to block
the financial drainage caused by treatment
abroad, with a few exceptions, according to the
government’s wishes. 

In a recent article, my colleague Kamel Harmi
said: “The growth in touristic medical treatment
patients, according to statistics recorded in
August, from 2,500 to 6,000, means sending 120
patients for treatment abroad per lawmaker at a
monthly cost of KD 70 million. So, tell me about
the silly talk about saving expenses, increasing
fuel prices and cutting expat teachers’ rent
allowances!”

Political bribes, such as treatment abroad, is
not the point. Neither are the other forms of gifts
and corruption facilitators. So much has been
written in the local press and so many people
have talked about corruption and favoritism and
about how the authority sometimes legalizes it or
turns a blind eye to it. What matters now is
whether there is any use of our debates and dis-
cussion about how the country is being run. In
other words, have we noticed any change and
intentions to reform despite the oil price disaster?
Was there any reaction on the government’s or the
parliament’s part towards this drainage of public
funds other than worthless lawmakers’ talk about
strong rejection of overburdening citizens and
protecting public funds?!

We all know that you cannot get blood out of
stones, and our political administration is made of
stone. All what is being said and written by the
so-called reformists, politicians and former MPs
are only media tranquilizers meant to act as tools
to cool our tensions.

It is mandatory not to get overwhelmed by too
many details about the coming elections; about
who is for and who is against, because eventually,
the elections are only a tool of political amuse-
ment in a state full of political emptiness and
boredom, as long as the political administration
has no visions about the future or a real project
that would save it from the unknown future. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 

Let’s not get 

lost in details

Al-Jarida

By Hassan Al-Essa

Dissolved parliament

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry’s Undersecretary Lieutenant General
Suleiman Al-Fahad recently welcomed Lieutenant Colonel Dr Tariq Al-Doub
from the ministry’s Research and Studies Center, who presented to him
copies of his publications on security information and statistics.

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Foundation for the
Advancement of Sciences (KFAS), EQUATE
Petrochemical Company, Americana -
Meat Cluster and Plastic Industries
Company (PIC) celebrated their collabora-
tion for an advanced solution in plastic
food packaging.

The collaboration involved a partner-
ship among KFAS, EQUATE, Americana -
Meat Cluster and PIC (a local plastic manu-
facturer) to devise an optimal solution in
plastic food packaging. The solution was
developed based on plastic raw material
production, film conversion and food
packaging. The results included develop-
ing and enhancing the food packaging
plastic proper ties through EQUATE’s
Research and Development (R&D) Center. 

KFAS Director-General Dr Adnan Shihab-
Eldin said, “KFAS believes that innovation
and R&D are essential for the growth of the
private sector’s scientific and technical
capacities that are needed to build a

knowledge economy. KFAS established
programs to help companies achieve such
capacities. We have been utilizing our con-
tacts with local, regional and international
entities to find the best technology and
knowledge providers that can assist the
companies in identifying the technology
suitable for their businesses. Last year we

Celebrating collaboration in plastic food packaging

introduced both EQUATE and Americana to
the German Institutes in hope that they
find new technologies that can be of value
to both companies individually.
Furthermore we co-funded feasibility stud-
ies for both companies. . KFAS is pleased to
be the catalyst that activated the coopera-
tion between EQUATE, Americana and PIC.
We are honored to be part of this celebra-
tion and will continue to be a partner in the
success with companies.”

On his part, EQUATE President and CEO
Mohammad Husain said, “Diversification is
critical for our economy and we consider it
a real opportunity for success. In order to
achieve success, we need very robust col-
laboration within a framework of innova-
tion-based partnership. This collaboration
is a milestone for us as it promotes the
overall  sense of ownership. We really
appreciate KFAS for being the catalyst that
enabled al l  par ticipating entit ies to
achieve their final goal. Today, this collab-
oration should not stop as it is an embodi-
ment of our slogan ‘Partners in Success.’
This is in line with EQUATE’s constant drive
to develop differentiated products and
solutions to advance the local industry
and support its growth. Our real story is to
be told and used as a power for more
achievements.”

Americana - Meat Cluster CEO
Mohamed Mahrous Awad said, “Americana
being the Regional leading food brand for
the last 6 decades, through understanding
the market needs and using the state-of-art
technology, has achieved various mile-
stones through product innovation, offer-
ing the market different products and solu-
tions that makes life of our consumers bet-
ter. Our collaboration with the technical
and industrial experts like EQUATE and PIC,
through the scientific platform of KFAS,
merging their solid scientific and technical
experience with our practical and technical
industrial environment would only lead to
the best quality solutions benefitting the
industry, environment and the society.”

PIC General Manager Hassan Jaber said,
“PIC is excited to announce the successful
completion of the Americana collaboration
with KFAS and EQUATE for the plastic food
packaging application. This significant
achievement was made possible on a foun-
dation of trust and a strong commitment to
the project’s success, as well as the techni-
cal and processing guidance from all sides.
We would like to thank KFAS, Americana -
Meat Cluster and EQUATE for the opportu-
nity to be part of this project. PIC’s mission
is to provide our customers responsive and
innovative execution of their projects.” 

Americana Meat Cluster CEO
Mohamed Mahrous Awad


