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Sheikh Malek said he is determined to fight the election
battle until the end and is ready for any outcome.

The first day of registration did not see the return of
opposition groups that had boycotted polls since Dec
2012, but at least two former opposition MPs - Marzouq
Al-Hubaini and Fahd Al-Khanna - registered as candidates.
At least 14 of the 50 members of the dissolved Assembly
filed yesterday for re-election. They include the three out-
going Cabinet ministers Ali Al-Omair, Yaqoub Al-Sane and
Essa Al-Kandari. They also include Jamal Al-Omar, Saadoun
Hammad, Faisal Al-Duwaisan, Yousef Al-Zalzalah and
Abdullah Al-Turaiji.

A large number of candidates blasted the outgoing
Assembly as weak and for having passed several unconsti-
tutional legislations like the DNA law. Candidate Hamad Al-
Tuwaijri said the outgoing Assembly failed to protect the
interests of the Kuwaiti people. Former MP Emad Al-
Mutawa said the coming election is crucial and the next

Assembly will be a “tough” one. Former MP Roudhan Al-
Roudhan acknowledged that the people were upset by
the Assembly and expected an up to 70 percent turnover.

Many candidates expected economic issues to top the
election campaigns, which will start next week. Former
MP Faisal Al-Kandari said any economic reform must not
be at the expense of the Kuwaiti people, “not now and
not any time in the future”. Former liberal MP Rakan Al-
Nasef said the Assembly needs political groups to defend
the interests of the people. Former MP and minister
Ahmad Al-Mulaifi said the country is experiencing a situ-
ation that pleases no one, especially after corruption
reached the Assembly, after it was limited to the govern-
ment in the past.

Deputy director of the election department Col Salah
Al-Shatti said there are 483,186 eligible voters, of whom
252,756 or 52.3 percent are women and 230,430 voters or
47.7 percent are men. Candidate registration will end on
Oct 28 and the coming few days are expected to witness
the return of a large number of leading opposition figures.

Amir instructs premier to re-examine DNA...
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At present, expatriates must pay KD 50 per year for
health insurance before they can renew their residen-
cies. This allows them basic services in the public
healthcare system including polyclinics and govern-
ment hospitals. Expatriates are also required to pay
additional fees for a variety of medical procedures,
especially surgeries, hospital stays and radiology exami-
nations. Expatriates also pay KD 1 for each visit to public
clinics and KD 2 to casualty sections at hospitals.

Under the ministry of health’s law No. 1/1999 per-
taining with health insurance for foreigners, obtaining
medical insurance is obligatory in order to issue or
renew a resident’s visa. Therefore, the KD 130 insurance
fee will become mandatory according to the same law.
There has been debate in the past that the government
should give expats the choice of buying health insur-
ance plans from private insurance companies. 

The Health Insurance Hospitals Company was estab-
lished according to the public-private-partnership (PPP)
model with a KD 230 million capital, and the govern-
ment owns 24 percent of its shares, while 26 percent is
owned by strategic investor Arabi Holding Group. The
remaining 50 percent will be offered in an initial public
offering at a later date.

Furthermore, most expats are likely not going to find
the option of buying insurance policies from private
companies financially feasible as well. The average
monthly salary for expat workers in the private sector is

KD 255 according to official statistics, while the mini-
mum average cost for private health insurance in
Kuwait reaches KD 140 a year, and goes up the older the
buyer is.

The idea to establish expat-exclusive hospitals came
after the government decided it was the best solution
to the problem of its heavily overcrowded public med-
ical facilities. The current health sector’s capacity is
7,000 beds in public hospitals and 1,000 in private hos-
pitals, with an average of three beds for every 10,000 in
Kuwait, Dr Mohammad Al-Khashti, the ministry of
health’s assistant undersecretary for private medical
services, said during the launch of the 2nd Kuwait
Conference for Insurance and Investment in the Health
Sector on Tuesday. The ministry hopes to increase the
capacity to 15,000 by 2020, he added. The ministry is
also expected later this year to open the Jaber Hospital -
a nearly 1,200-bed public hospital billed as the largest
hospital in the Middle East - which will be exclusively for
Kuwaitis.

Meanwhile, the three planned hospitals for expatri-
ates will have a bed capacity of 700 each, and will be
built in Ahmadi, Jahra and Farwaniya governorates.
They will serve only around two million expatriates
working in the private sector, while non-Kuwaiti public
sector employees and domestic helpers (nearly one
million) are either going to continue to be treated at
public hospitals or through an alternative health plan,
likely at private medical facilities via a mechanism to
be decided later.

Kuwait inches closer to expat only...
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GCC countries had to cut back their spending “one way
or another” over the next five years and find ways of raising
non-oil revenues, he said.

The IMF regional chief said economic growth in the GCC
as a whole was expected to be at just under two percent in
2016. Next year would see a “modest improvement,” rising
to between two and 2.5 percent. Saudi Arabia would grow
1.2 percent this year, down from 3.5 percent in 2015, while
Kuwait and Qatar’s economies would expand by 2.5 per-
cent and 2.6 percent respectively. The UAE, which has been
ahead of its Gulf peers in diversifying its economy, would
see growth of 2.3 percent this year.

Record-high oil prices in the past few years have
allowed GCC economies to expand rapidly, and govern-
ments were able to invest heavily on infrastructure proj-
ects. But the drop in oil revenues pushed these govern-
ments to shelve many of them. GCC countries also took the
previously unthinkable measure of cutting energy subsi-
dies. “Now we’re getting into some of the more difficult
areas, such as looking at the public sector wage bill,” said
Ahmed, pointing out that it amounts to a large part of
expenditure in some GCC countries.

Saudi Arabia announced last month new drastic austeri-
ty measures, cutting salaries of cabinet ministers by 20 per-
cent, slashing perks for the 160 members of the consulta-
tive council and limiting overtime pay and allowances for

civil servants. Its measures represent one of the ways for
GCC countries “to address this issue of how to bring their
budgets into balance,” said Ahmed. “We think these are not
going to be easy measures to implement but they are nec-
essary and they have to be undertaken to try and get to a
more sustainable budget,” he said.

In the longer term, GCC countries should aim to cut
their wage bills through encouraging nationals to seek
jobs in the private sector “rather than automatically think-
ing that their future lies in the public sector,” Ahmed said.
The private sector in most GCC countries is run by expatri-
ates, who represent the majority of the population in some
of these states, while nationals opt for cushy, well-paid
public sector jobs.

“Over two million young people are going to come
into the labor market over the next couple of years in
the GCC,” said Ahmed, highlighting the need for a “com-
petitive private sector” that could create jobs. As for
diversifying revenues, the IMF official praised GCC coun-
tries’ collective agreement to levy a value-added tax of
around five percent in 2018, arguing that VAT would not
turn away expatriate workers now lured by the tax-free
environment. “My own view is that a five-percent value-
added tax is not going to be the reason why people
decide or not to stay or work in those countries,” said
Ahmed. “It is really a much bigger package they are
looking at,” he said, citing lifestyle and professional
opportunities. — AFP 

Spending cuts a must despite oil recovery...
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cleansing - it cannot be accepted.” Speaking on the eve of
the launch of the battle for second city Mosul, Azzawi, asked
if there is any reason for hope in Iraq, responds simply: “No,
none at all. This is the scenario, the scenario of destruction.”

A former officer in the Iraqi army, he left his homeland in
1976. Now living in London, he has not been back to Iraq
since 1980 and says he refuses to visit. “It is two hours from
here,” he says. “I go back and I accept what’s going on. I can-

not accept.” He adds: “I am not saying Saddam (Hussein) was
fantastic, no. But we have now 100 Saddams.”

The exhibition is curated by Catherine David of Paris’
Pompidou Centre and runs until April 2017. Azzawi says it is
“a privilege” to see much of his work once again. “I haven’t
seen some of them for 30 or 40 years, certainly I can see my
life in a way. It gives me a little bit of help to ask some ques-
tions whether I am right or not.” Azzawi said he with the
growing global stature of Arab artists, he would like to hold a
similar exhibition in London. — AFP  

Top Iraqi artist warns of ‘scenario...
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Light skin and eyes are the attribute of many Pashtuns, tribal
inhabitants of northwest Pakistan and southern Afghanistan,
romanticized as warriors by the British. Others expressed con-
cern about the risk of exploitation of a young man so little
armed for success. A local brand was quick to publish pictures
of him, but Khan said he has not signed any modelling contract. 

The third of 17 children, Khan has never been to school. He

said he hoped his newfound fame would allow him to “move
forward”. Vegetable seller Saeed Ahmed worked in the market
alongside Khan.  “His eyes were so beautiful that we used to
make fun of him and call him ‘cat eyes’,” he told AFP. “But we nev-
er even thought that he would one day become famous like
this.” Indian newspapers were the first to seize on the “Cinderella
story”, bringing frivolity to recent tensions between the rival
neighbors with tweets calling Khan a “nuclear bomb”. “I send a
message of peace to my Indian fans,” Khan said. -— AFP 

‘Cat-eyed’ tea seller sparks soul searching

FRANKFURT: The search for life on Mars took a giant leap yesterday
when a space lander touched down on the red planet in Europe’s first
attempt to land a craft there since the Beagle 2’s “heroic failure” more
than a decade ago. The disc-shaped 577-kg Schiaparelli lander, which is
testing technologies for a rover due to follow in 2020, landed on Mars
after a risky descent, but scientists are still waiting to find out what
shape it is in.

During the six minutes descent to the surface, it used a parachute
and thrusters to slow from a speed of nearly 21,000 km per hour. “We
have to wait a little bit to see what happens with the test lander. But this
(mission) is already a success so far,” European Space Agency (ESA)
Director General Jan Woerner said at ESA’s Space Operations Centre in
Darmstadt, Germany.

The lander is named for Giovanni Schiaparelli, the Italian astronomer
who in 1877 began mapping the topography of Mars, extending study
of what are now known as the planet’s canals, a mistranslation of the
Italian word canali, or channels. “Mars has already inspired people for
centuries,” ESA’s Woerner told Reuters TV.

Schiaparelli is part of the European-Russian ExoMars programme,
which will search for signs of past and present life on Mars and repre-
sents only the second European attempt to land a craft on the red plan-
et. Britain’s Beagle 2 was ejected from the Mars Express spacecraft in
2003 but never made contact after failing to deploy its solar panels upon
landing. At the time it was dubbed “a heroic failure”.

Landing on Mars, Earth’s neighbor some 56 million km away, is a
notoriously difficult task that has bedevilled most Russian efforts and
given NASA trouble as well. A seemingly hostile environment on Mars

has not detracted from its allure, with US President Barack Obama
recently highlighting his pledge to send people to the planet by the
2030s. Entrepreneur Elon Musk’s SpaceX is developing a massive rocket
and capsule to transport large numbers of people and cargo to Mars
with the ultimate goal of colonising the planet, with Musk saying he
would like to launch the first crew as early as 2024.

Life on Mars
The primary goal of ExoMars is to find out whether life has ever exist-

ed on Mars. The spacecraft on which the Schiaparelli lander travelled to
Mars, Trace Gas Orbiter (TGO), carries an atmospheric probe to study
trace gases such as methane around the planet. Scientists believe that
methane, a chemical that on Earth is strongly tied to life, could stem from
micro-organisms that either became extinct millions of years ago and left
gas frozen below the planet’s surface, or that some methane-producing
organisms still survive. “If there is life in our solar system beyond Earth,
then Mars is the most interesting planet,” ESA’s Woerner said.

The second part of the ExoMars mission, delayed to 2020 from 2018, will
deliver a European rover to the surface of Mars. It will be the first with the
ability to both move across the planet’s surface and drill into the ground to
collect and analyze samples. The ExoMars 2016 mission is led by the
European Space Agency (ESA), with Russia’s Roscosmos supplying the
launcher and two of the four scientific instruments on the trace gas orbiter.
The prime contractor is Thales Alenia Space, a joint venture between Thales
and Finmeccanica. The cost of the ExoMars mission to ESA, including the
second part due in 2020, is expected to be about 1.3 billion euros ($1.4 bil-
lion). Russia’s contribution comes on top of that.  —  Reuters An artist’s impression yesterday shows the Schiaparelli module on the surface of

Mars. — AP 

Mars lander makes risky

touchdown on red planet


