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WELLINGTON: While the All Blacks are
reaching new heights, recent off-field
scandals have left New Zealand Rugby
struggling to maintain the sport’s image,
particularly with women.

The NZR admits the game needs to
change its macho culture after a series of
player incidents involving strippers, street
violence and casual sex. Pundits have
dubbed it “the season from hell”, distract-
ing attention from the All Blacks’ bid this
weekend to set a new record of 18 consec-
utive Test victories. It is an uncomfortable
position for rugby administrators, who are
used to New Zealanders backing the sport
with an almost religious fervour.

New Zealand Herald rugby writer
Gregor Paul said the backlash had been

exacerbated by NZR’s poor handling of
various crises. “They have been accused of
being lenient and guilty of condoning
abusive behaviour by doing so little to
punish it,” he wrote this week.

“They have had their failings pointed
out by just about everyone, but most
tellingly by some of the most influential
women in the country.”

The problems began in August, when a
stripper known as Scarlette said she was
abused and demeaned at a Waikato Chiefs
end-of-season “Mad Monday” party.

The Chiefs initially suggested her word
could not be trusted because of her occu-
pation, then an internal NZR review dis-
missed her claims and cleared the players.

“A lot of the language immediately

after the Chiefs incident was around victim
blaming and shaming,” Human Rights
Commissioner David Rutherford said at
the time. The NZR soon found itself in the
spotlight again over its response to a
teenage star ’s violent rampage on a
Wellington street.

The player, Losi Filipo, savagely
attacked four people, including two
women, but escaped conviction because a
judge said it might harm his rugby career.

Officials at first stood by Filipo, only to
perform an embarrassing U-turn and
agree to terminate his Wellington Rugby
contract as public outrage grew. 

There were further blows to the game’s
image when one provincial player was
jailed for masturbating in public and

another was charged with intent to com-
mit rape.

‘SERIOUS MISCONDUCT’ 
In such a heated atmosphere, the tim-

ing of an indiscretion by All Blacks half-
back Aaron Smith could not have been
worse. The 54-Test veteran was seen enter-
ing a disabled toilet cubicle with a mystery
woman at Christchurch Airport while he
was travelling with the national team the
day after a recent Test against South Africa.

While there was no hint of criminal
wrongdoing, Smith’s actions was deemed
“serious misconduct” that damaged the
reputation of the All Blacks and its sponsors.
He was suspended for one Test and volun-
tarily stood down from another-this

Saturday’s blockbuster match against
Australia where his teammates are chasing
the record win. In response to its recent
woes, the NZR is setting up an independent
panel to review “respect and responsibility”
in the game. Politician Louisa Wall, a former
rugby international once named New
Zealand women’s player of the year, said
cultural change needed to begin at the top.
She said the NZR needed to include women
at board level and take their contribution to
the game seriously. “The way that women
have traditionally been viewed, they’re in
the kitchen preparing the food, they wash
the uniforms,” she told Wellington’s
Dominion Post newspaper.

“We’re not seen as the administrators,
the coaches, the umpires.” — AFP

As All Blacks soar, scandal-hit NZ rugby reels

TOKYO: International Olympic Committee (IOC) President Thomas Bach (L) answers questions beside President of the 2020 Tokyo Olympics
Organizing Committee (Tokyo 2020) Yoshiro Mori (C) and IOC Vice President John Coates (R) during a press conference at the Tokyo 2020 head-
quarters after their meeting in Tokyo yesterday. Bach is in Tokyo to look at preparations ahead of the Tokyo Olympic Games in 2020. — AFP

TOKYO: International Olympic Committee presi-
dent Thomas Bach yesterday dodged questions
over reports some Tokyo 2020 events could be
held in South Korea, a move which would fur-
ther embarrass beleaguered Games organisers.

The IOC is considering staging rowing and
canoeing in the South Korean city of Chungju,
according to Japanese media, as they try to slash
a Tokyo 2020 budget which has skyrocketed to
an estimated $28 billion-four times that of the
initial bid. But Bach was hurriedly ushered out of
a scheduled press briefing in the Japanese capi-
tal after answering  prepared questions from
Tokyo Olympic officials that hinted at further fric-
tion between local organisers and city politicians.

With the Korean bombshell-which cited
unnamed sources-making headlines, a media
gathering was quickly shut down as nervous
Tokyo organisers refused to allow more than 100
journalists to question Bach about the reports.

Stripping Japan of events would be seen a

major humiliation for Tokyo organisers, although
a Seoul sports ministry official told AFP the
reports came as a “surprise” to them.

Bach and Tokyo Governor Yuriko Koike on
Tuesday agreed to set up a four-party working
group comprising Tokyo’s metropolitan govern-
ment, the IOC, Games organisers and the
Japanese government to try to rein in snow-
balling costs. Koike, who became Tokyo’s first
female governor in July after promising to slash
wasteful spending, then proposed national and
international sports federations be added to that
working group, but Bach clearly felt otherwise.

“There was an agreement on a four-party
working group,” insisted Bach.“This was very well
received by the Tokyo metropolitan government
and the governor, and of course this happened
in agreement with the organising committee.
Therefore we will follow this agreement.” The
option of moving rowing and canoeing to South
Korea comes after a panel of experts proposed

moving the events to northeast Japan, several
hundreds of miles away, instead of building a
new venue in Tokyo Bay.

The panel also called for existing venues in
Tokyo to be renovated to stage volleyball and
swimming to help cut costs further, as it predict-
ed the total cost for the 2020 Games would hit
nearly $30 billion, almost three times higher
than the 2012 London Olympics.

Tokyo organisers have lurched from one crisis
to another since beating Madrid and Istanbul in
the race to host the Games, with Abe forced to
rip up initial plans for the Olympic stadium amid
public anger at its $2 billion price tag.

The Tokyo Olympic logo was then scrapped
after accusations of plagiarism before French
prosecutors launched an investigation into $2
million in payments which they suspect were
made to help Tokyo secure the Games.

Japanese Olympic officials have denied any
wrongdoing. — AFP

IOC boss ducks S Korea 

row in Tokyo 2020 visit

LIMERICK: Munster will play its first rugby game
since the sudden death of coach Anthony Foley
when the Irish province takes on Glasgow in the
European Champions Cup on Saturday.

Foley, who was 42, was found dead in the ear-
ly hours of Sunday in a Paris hotel, ahead of a
match against Racing 92 in the French capital
that day. The match was canceled.

The prosecutor’s office in Nanterre, a suburb
of Paris, told The Associated Press yesterday that
post-mortem tests on Foley showed “a heartbeat
disorder probably led to fluid buildup in his
lungs.” Foley’s funeral will be on Friday in his
hometown of Killaloe, and Munster will return to
action the following day at its Thomond Park
ground. “As difficult as it will be to play the next

game, no matter the time, the opposition or the
venue, we have an opportunity to play there this
Saturday,” Munster director of rugby Rassie
Erasmus said yesterday. “That’s something that’s
hugely important to all of us.

“He would never want us to say that the
game is secondary - it’s just not the man he was -
but it will be. It’s all about Anthony, now, and
this weekend, and will be for a long time.”
Erasmus said Munster’s players “had so much
respect for him that they are trying to get on
with it,” adding: “That’s what drives us and makes
us committed to get a proper performance out
there.” Ireland and Munster flanker Peter
O’Mahony broke down as he tried to put into
words what the late coach meant to him and the

club. “He was a man that wanted a Munster jer-
sey win,” O’Mahony said. “I’m not going to do
him justice here. It’s all the words I can say, to be
honest.” Foley was a Munster great who repre-
sented Ireland 62 times.

Glasgow coach Gregor Townsend said
Saturday’s match “is an occasion to remember
Anthony ...  a chance for everyone to show
respect for what a great man he was.” The
Nanterre prosecutor said further toxicological
analysis has been ordered, in accordance with
classic procedures, and that there was no sign of
a break-in at his hotel room or of any lesions on
his body. Foley’s remains were being flown back
to Ireland and taken to the family home in
Killaloe. — AP

OSLO: Norway’s cross country skier Therese
Johaug, a former Olympic gold medallist,
has been suspended for two months after
failing a drug test, the Norwegian anti-dop-
ing agency said yesterday.  The seven-time
world champion tested positive for traces
of the banned anabolic steroid clostebol
during an out-of-competition control on
September 16.  The steroid was contained
in a lip cream called Trofodermin, which
she used to treat burns during a training
session at altitude in Italy late August.  The
temporary suspension is pending a final
verdict, Norway’s anti-doping committee,
in a statement. The use of anabolic steroids
is punishable by a four-year ban.

Johaug’s attorney Christian Hjort told
TV2 this week that the Trofodermin tube
had been provided in its original package,
which includes a warning showing that the
product is on the list of substances prohib-
ited by the World Anti-doping Agency. 

National skiing team doctor Fredrik

Bendiksen has taken responsibility and
resigned last week from his post.

Hjort said Johaug respected the deci-
sion to impose a temporary ban.  “We will
now focus on the main case which is to
prove her innocence,” he said. The suspen-
sion of 28-year-old Johaug will last until
December 18, ruling her out of the first race
of the World Cup in Ruka, Finland, on
November 26 and 27, a race she won in
2015. The skier has won seven world titles,
including three last winter (skiathlon 2x7,5
km, 30 km classic and relay 4x5 km). She
also has three Olympic medals, including
one gold unhooked with the relay at the
Vancouver Games in 2010.

It is the second doping incident to shake
the Norwegian federation recently after
cross country skier Martin Sundby was sus-
pended for two months and stripped of his
2015 overall World Cup and Tour de Ski
titles for unauthorised use of medication to
treat asthma. — AFP

Munster to return to action 

after coach Foley’s death

File photo shows Keith Earls of Munster takes on Seremaia Bai during a match.  Munster will play its first rugby game since the sudden death of
coach Anthony Foley.

Nordic champion Johaug 

suspended over doping

Otaibi thanks Crown Prince for 

his support and care of shooting

Shooters seen during practise.

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The higher organizing committee
of HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah Shooting
Tournament, which starts today at Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Olympic Shooting

Complex, inspected facilities and ranges to
make sure all is set and ready.

President of Kuwait and Arab Shooting
Federations, Chairman of HOC Eng Duaij
Al-Otaibi said efforts of all committees are

evident in preparations that were being
made for the start of the season, with one
of the most important events which is the
CP tournament, who sponsors this major
tournament in which all Kuwaiti shooters
participate including shooters of Saad Al-
Abdallah Shooting Academy in the various
Olympic skeet, trap, double trap, rifle, pistol
and archery.

He said Kuwait shooters are known for
making significant achievements in most of
their participations at the Gulf, continental
and international events.

Eng Duaij Al-Otaibi, on behalf of Kuwait
Shooting Sport Club Board members and
all those involved in the shooting sport,
thanked HH the Crown Prince for his con-
tinued support and care for shooters, and
for this very important tournament which
declares the start of the 2016/2017 season.

He also thanked the representative of
HH the Crown Prince, Information Minister,
State Minister for Youth Affairs Sheikh
Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-
Sabah, for his keen interest in developing
Kuwait sport in general and shooting in
particular, and shooters are always happy
to see Sheikh Salman among them.

Eng Duaij Al-Otaibi thanked Public
Authority for Sports and its Director
General Sheikh Ahmad Mansour Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah and his deputies for their support.

Duaij Al-Otaibi

Shooter seen in action


