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NEWARK: Andrew Cogliano #7 of the Anaheim Ducks and Ben Lovejoy #12 of the New Jersey Devils battle for position during the third period at
the Prudential Center on Tuesday in Newark, New Jersey. The Devils defeated the Ducks 2-1. — AFP

NEWARK: Taylor Hall made his new fans in New
Jersey very happy with two power-play goals in
a 4:11 span in the second period and the Devils
posted their first win, a 2-1 decision over the
road-weary and penalty-plagued Anaheim
Ducks on Tuesday night. Cory Schneider had 23
saves and forced the Ducks’ Chris Wagner to lose
control of the puck on a second-period penalty
shot as New Jersey snapped a five-game losing
streak against Anaheim in its home opener. Sami
Vatanen scored on a power play for Anaheim,
which is 0-3-1 in its five-game trip to start the
season. John Gibson made 26 saves for Ducks,
who played shorthanded seven times. Hall, the
former No. 1 overall draft pick who was acquired
in a major trade with Edmonton in late June, tied
the game at 1-all, putting the rebound of a shot
by Mike Cammalleri into an open net at 12:35.

SHARKS 3, ISLANDERS 2
Joe Pavelski scored with 2:11 left to lift the

Sharks to a victory over the Islanders. Melker
Karlsson and Tomas Hertl also scored to help the
Sharks win for the third time in four games. Joe
Thornton and Brent Burns had two assists each,
giving both five on the season. Aaron Dell
stopped 21 shots to win his NHL debut. On the
tiebreaking goal, Thornton sent a pass into the
slot and Pavelski deflected it in. It gave Pavelski
his fifth point in two games after he had a goal
and three assists in the Sharks’ 7-4 loss to the
New York Rangers on Monday. The Islanders
trailed 1-0 after getting outplayed in the first
period, but picked it up in the second and took
the lead with two goals 2:10 apart in the middle
of the period.

CAPITALS 3, AVALANCHE 0
T.J. Oshie scored twice and Alex Ovechkin

picked up his first goal of the season, helping
the Capitals beat the Avalanche. Ovechkin and
Oshie each scored on the power play to end
Washington’s man-advantage scoring drought,
and the Avalanche lost for the first time under
new coach Jared Bednar. Goaltender Semyon
Varlamov was sharp in stopping 37 of 40 shots
behind Colorado teammates who were notice-
ably tired playing the second half of a back-to-
back and their third game in four days.

Washington backup Philipp Grubauer only
needed 18 saves for his first career shutout
because Washington had the puck for most of
the game. The Capitals entered the game 0 for 8
on the power play and lacking production from
the first line, but those problems went away in
quick succession.

STARS 2, PREDATORS 1
Jason Spezza scored midway through the

third period to give the Stars a win over the
Predators. Adam Cracknell added his second
goal of the season for Dallas, and Kari Lehtonen
made 27 saves. Mike Fisher scored for Nashville
early in the second period to tie it 1-1. The
Predators have lost two straight. Spezza’s
tiebreaking goal came 9:15 into the third.
Antoine Roussel had the puck in the right corner
and sent it out front, where Spezza was able get
his stick on it and tip it past goaltender Pekka
Rinne. Rinne made 35 saves.

SENATORS 7, COYOTES 4
Tom Pyatt, Mark Stone and Chris Kelly had a

goal and an assist each as the Senators defeated
the Coyotes in front of a sparse crowd of 11,061
at Canadian Tire Centre. Bobby Ryan, Zack Smith,
Kyle Turris and Erik Karlsson, into an empty net,
also scored for the Senators, who have won
three of four. Mike Hoffman had three assists
and Craig Anderson made 31 saves. Jordan
Martincook scored twice, including his second at
18:43 just 30 seconds after Turris gave the
Senators a 6-3 lead. Tobias Rieder and Oliver
Eckman-Larson had the other goals for the
Coyotes Arizona lost the services of starting
goalie Mike Smith seven minutes into the third
period when he suffered an injury to his left leg
during a scramble in front of the net.

LIGHTNING 4, PANTHERS 3, SO
Brayden Point scored the game-winning goal

in the sixth round of a shootout, and the

Lightning beat the Panthers. Point’s goal came
three rounds after it seemed Tampa Bay had
won the shootout 1-0. After Jonathan Drouin
scored for the Lightning in the third round,
Vincent Trocheck appeared to fan on his initial
shot before sending the puck into the net. It was
called no goal on the ice but the ruling was over-
turned after a video review, tying the shootout
at 1. Lightning star Steven Stamkos forced over-
time when he lifted a shot from along the goal
line over James Reimer with 5.5 seconds left in
the third period. Michael Matheson scored his
first NHL goal at 15:52 of the third to give Florida
a 3-2 advantage.

WILD 6, KINGS 3
Erik Haula and Jason Pominville scored for

Minnesota and assisted on the other’s first-peri-
od goal, fueling the Wild for a victory over Los
Angeles that triggered an early exit for Kings
goalie Jeff Zatkoff. After Charlie Coyle, Mikko
Koivu and Teemu Pulkkinen tacked on scores for
the Wild, Kings coach Darryl Sutter pulled
Zatkoff for Peter Budaj during the second inter-
mission. Zatkoff stopped 11 shots, taking his
third straight loss since replacing star Jonathan
Quick just 20 minutes into the season opener
last week. Tanner Pearson had two goals, both
assisted by Jeff Carter, and Anze Kopitar also
scored in the third period for the Kings, but
Jared Spurgeon’s end-to-end empty-net fling
from the far corner put the bow on a banner
night for the Wild.

CANADIENS 4, PENGUINS 0
David Desharnais scored twice and Al

Montoya made 36 saves as the Canadiens won

their home opener, over the Penguins. Off-sea-
son signing Alexander Radulov got his first goal
as a Canadien - with Montoya picking up an
assist - while Max Pacioretty also scored for
Montreal, which has started the season 2-0 -1.
Montoya, signed from the Florida Panthers this
summer, picked up his sixth career shutout. The
Penguins, coming off an overtime loss at home
Monday night, played their first road game of
the season. While the ailing Carey Price got a
huge ovation from the Bell Centre crowd in pre-
game introductions, his replacement Montoya
was spectacular in goal as Pittsburgh outshot
the Canadiens 36-32.

BLACKHAWKS 7, FLYERS 4
Marian Hossa scored his 500th career goal,

Artem Anisimov snapped a third-period tie with
his first score of the season and the Blackhawks
beat the Flyers. Hossa’s power-play goal chased
Michal Neuvirth and gave Chicago a 4-0 lead,
but Philadelphia responded with four goals in a
5 1/2-minute span overlapping the second and
third periods. 

Wayne Simmonds, who hit the left post on
two different shots, tied it at 4 on the power play
at  3:49 of the third. The Flyers had all the
momentum before Artemi Panarin stepped up
for the Blackhawks in his best game so far this
season. The Calder Trophy winner found a wide-
open Anisimov for the tiebreaking goal at 10:24,
and then finished off a 2-on-1 with Patrick Kane,
beating Steve Mason for a 6 -4 lead with 3:57 to
go. Panarin also scored on the power play during
Chicago’s three-goal first. The Russian winger
was kept off the scoresheet during the
Blackhawks’ first three games. — AP

Taylor Hall scores twice 

in home debut for Devils

Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS  
St. Louis 3 0 1 12 8 7    
Minnesota 2 1 0 12 9 4    
Dallas 2 1 0 11 9 4    
Colorado 2 1 0 10 11 4    
Chicago 2 2 0 16 15 4    
Nashville 1 2 0 7 9 2    
Winnipeg 1 2 0 9 12 2    

Pacific Division
Vancouver 3 0 0 8 5 6    
Edmonton 3 1 0 17 15 6    
San Jose 3 1 0 12 12 6    
Calgary 1 2 1 12 17 3    
Arizona 1 1 0 8 10 2    
Anaheim 0 3 1 7 12 1    
Los Angeles 0 3 0 6 12 0    

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Tampa Bay 3 0 0 13 9 6    
Ottawa 3 1 0 17 16 6    
Montreal 2 0 1 11 5 5    
Florida 2 0 1 9 6 5    
Boston 2 1 0 11 8 4    
Toronto 1 0 1 8 6 3    
Buffalo 1 1 1 10 10 3    
Detroit 1 2 0 10 11 2    

Metropolitan Division
Washington 2 0 1 7 4 5    
Pittsburgh 2 1 1 9 12 5    
NY Rangers 2 1 0 14 10 4    
New Jersey 1 1 1 5 6 3    
Philadelphia 1 1 1 11 13 3    
Carolina 0 1 2 9 12 2    
NY Islanders 1 3 0 9 12 2    
Columbus 0 2 0 5 9 0   

NHL results/standings

New Jersey 2, Anaheim 1; San Jose 3, NY Islanders 2; Washington 3, Colorado 0; Montreal 4,
Pittsburgh 0; Ottawa 7, Arizona 4; Tampa Bay 4, Florida 3 (SO); Dallas 2, Nashville 1; Minnesota 6, Los
Angeles 3; Chicago 7, Philadelphia 4; Calgary 4, Buffalo 3 (OT); Edmonton 3, Carolina 2; Vancouver 2,
St. Louis 1 (OT).

Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the standings 
and are not included in the loss column (L).

DHAKA: England bowler James Anderson
should play some part in the tour of India but
will definitely miss the first test, captain
Alastair Cook said yesterday.

Paceman Anderson is still recovering from
the shoulder injury that ruled him out of the
trip to Bangladesh. “He might come out to do
some training but he will not be ready to play
in the first test,” Cook said.

“I spoke to him last night. He has been
doing a lot of training and is in good shape
physically. The decision is going to be made
over the next week on that (when he goes to
India). “The test for his body is when he starts
bowling, but he is making some strides.”
Anderson, 34, has struggled with injury this
year and missed the first test against Pakistan

at Lord’s with a shoulder injury before it flared
up again at the end of the domestic season.

The first of five tests against India starts on
Nov. 9. Cook will overtake Alec Stewart to
become the most-capped England test player
when he steps out for the first of two tests
against Bangladesh today. “I started however
many years ago and you never thought you’d
get anywhere near, so to break the record like
that is very special,” he told the England and
Wales Cricket Board website ahead of his 134th
test. “A lot of luck, I suppose, is needed with
injuries and all that stuff and to score just
enough runs at the right time to keep yourself
in the team,” said Cook who rejoined the squad
in Chittagong after returning home for the
birth of his second daughter. — Reuters

Cook hopeful Anderson 

will play role in India

LOS ANGELES: The Toronto Blue Jays kept
their hopes of reaching Major League
Baseball’s World Series alive on Tuesday
with a 5-1 home victory over the Cleveland
Indians.

The Blue Jays denied the Indians a four-
game sweep of the best-of-seven American
League Championship Series, which will
send the winners into a title showdown
with either the Chicago Cubs or Los
Angeles Dodgers.

The Cubs, trying to end a World Series
drought that stretches back to 1908,
slipped 2-1 down in the National League
Championship Series with a 6-0 game-
three defeat in Los Angeles.

In Toronto, Josh Donaldson homered,
Edwin Encarnacion drove in two runs and
Aaron Sanchez pitched six strong innings
for the Blue Jays, who handed Cleveland
their first defeat of the post-season.

Ezequiel Carrera singled in a run in the
fourth to put Toronto up 2-0.

Robert Perez doubled in a run for
Cleveland to trim the deficit, but with the
bases loaded in the bottom of the seventh
Encarnacion smacked a single to center
that scored two runs to stretch Toronto’s
lead to 4-1, and they tacked on another run
in the bottom of the eighth.

“They hit better than us, they pitched
better than us, they played defense better
than us today, so they deserved to win,”
Cleveland shortstop Francisco Lindor said.
“Their hitters looked a lot better today, a lot
more comfortable.”

Toronto host game five on Wednesday,
with the Indians again aiming to secure
their first World Series appearance since
1997, when they were beaten by the
Florida Marlins in a seven-game thriller.
Cleveland last won it all back in 1948.
Down 3-1 in the series, the Blue Jays still
face a formidable task.

The only baseball team to overcome a 3-
0 post-season series deficit was the 2004
Boston Red Sox, who rallied past the New
York Yankees in the ALCS. “It’s an uphill bat-
tle,” said Donaldson, who belted his first
homer of the playoffs off Cleveland starter
Corey Kluber in the third inning. “We’re still
down three games to one. It’s a must win
each and every game.

“They have a good team over there, we

understand that and we’re just going to
continue to go out there and handle and
control the things that we can.”

DODGERS ROUGH UP ARRIETA 
In Los Angeles, Yasmani Grandal and

Justin Turner homered off Cubs ace Jake
Arrieta to help the Dodgers to a 2-1 series
lead with games four and five coming up in
Los Angeles on Wednesday and Thursday.

Los Angeles starting pitcher Rich Hill
allowed just two hits with six strikeouts
over six scoreless innings as the Cubs were
shut out in back-to-back games for the first
time since May of 2014.

Hill, who just 14 months ago was with
an independent league team having
bounced around and out of the major
leagues, called it the biggest game of his
career, although he said he couldn’t afford
to think about that during the contest.

”It’s all about staying in the moment and
executing when you’re in that moment and
that’s all you can think about,” Hill said.

Cy Young Award-winner Arrieta, who
pitched a no-hitter at Dodger Stadium in
August of last year, gave up six hits in five-
plus innings, including Grandal’s two-run
blast in the fourth and Turner’s solo shot in
to lead off the sixth that spelled the end of
Arrieta’s night.

Corey Seager had opened the Dodgers’
account with a run-scoring single in the
third, and the Dodgers added two more
runs in the eighth.

Dodgers relief pitchers Joe Blanton and
Grant Dayton combined to throw 1 2/3
scoreless innings before closer Kenley
Jansen recorded the final four outs.

“More than anything, I think we need
to get a couple runs and hits and runs
early to try to get that kind of feeling
back,” said Cubs manager Joe Maddon,
whose team haven’t scored since the
eighth inning of game one of the series in
Chicago on Saturday. Despite the Cubs’
offensive struggles,  Grandal said the
Dodgers couldn’t take anything for grant-
ed against the team that posted the best
regular-season record in baseball. “You
can’t look ahead,” Grandal said. “These
guys won 100-some games.  They’ve got
the talent. When you think ahead, that’s
when bad things happen.” — AFP

NEW DELHI: New Zealand’s batsmen are
struggling for answers against India’s bowl-
ing attack, Black Caps pace spearhead Trent
Boult conceded yesterday, before the sec-
ond one-day international in New Delhi.
The Kane Williamson-led side mustered just
190 runs in the opening match in
Dharamsala earlier this week, a total which
India chased down in just 33.1 overs.

“We are looking to get more runs, as
basic as it sounds. If we could put more
runs on (the) board we could offer more
scoreboard pressure on a good Indian side,”
Boult told reporters on the eve of
Thursday’s game.  “They are a quality side
and they are putting a lot of pressure on us
at the moment and at the moment we
don’t have the answers for their questions,”
said Boult, whose team-mates were white-
washed by their hosts in the Test series.
Debutant medium-pacer Hardik Pandya led

an inspired bowling attack on Sunday, rat-
tling New Zealand who slipped to 48 for
five and 106 for eight before Tom Latham
and Tim Southee gave some respectability
to the visitors’ total.

“ There are still four matches up for
grabs. An opportunity (is there) for us to
right a few wrongs and put in a good per-
formance,” said Boult, who expects to play
at Delhi’s Feroz Shah Kotla stadium after
being rested for the first game.

India’s coach Anil Kumble said Pandya’s
inclusion had given the starting eleven the
“right balance”. The 23-year-old, who has
played 16 Twenty20 internationals for
India, impressed with match figures of 3-31
in seven overs in the first ODI.

“I think he is someone who gives us the
right balance, because he cannot only bowl
but he bowls at a pretty decent pace,” said
Kumble. — AFP

NZ struggle for answers 

against Indian bowlers: Boult

NEW DELHI: New Zealand’s Ross Taylor kicks a ball during a practice session ahead of sec-
ond one-day international cricket match against India in New Delhi, India, yesterday. — AP

TORONTO: Toronto Blue Jays’ Edwin Encarnacion celebrates after his two-RBI double
against the Cleveland Indians during the seventh inning in Game 4 of baseball’s
American League Championship Series in Toronto, Tuesday. — AP

Blue Jays keep hopes

alive as Dodgers 

ease ahead of Cubs


