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SACRAMENTO: California’s state capital
region could reap 20,000 jobs and gener-
ate $4.2 billion in business if it becomes a
hub for a legalized marijuana industry, a
study released on Monday showed, weeks
before voters decide whether to allow
recreational use of the drug.

The report from the University of the
Pacific in Stockton was commissioned by
the cannabis investment company Truth
Enterprises, one of hundreds of business-
es counting on voters to legalize pot next
month. 

“The Sacramento region should be to
cannabis what Detroit is to automobiles in

terms of both a center of innovation as
well as production,” said Daniel Conway,
who left his job as chief of staff to
Sacramento Mayor and former NBA star
Kevin Johnson to become Truth
Enterprises’ managing partner. “This
region has the ability to be to cannabis
what Sonoma and Napa are to wine.”

If local leaders choose to limit the
number and type of marijuana business-
es, the study showed, legalization would
bring as few as 1,600 jobs and generate
about $322 million in revenues, wages
and other economic impacts.

Polls indicate voters in the most popu-

lous US state are likely to legalize marijua-
na on Nov. 8, instantly creating a massive
marketplace and making California the
fifth US state to permit recreational pot
use.

Centering some of that business in the
Sacramento region would take advantage
of the area’s proximity to farmland and
agricultural processing facilities as well as
such population hubs such as the San
Francisco Bay Area and tourist destina-
tions like Lake Tahoe and the Napa Valley,
the study said.

Local business and political leaders
have for years searched for ways to rein-

vigorate the slightly faded feel of
Sacramento area, where empty store-
fronts mar numerous shopping centers
and abandoned houses sport boarded-up
windows despite nearly a decade of slow
recovery from the Great Recession.

Downtown is undergoing a massive
facelift around a new arena for the NBA
Kings, with dozens of new shops and
restaurants planned. The city is close to
winning a major league soccer franchise,
and its restaurant scene is growing. “The
entire Sacramento business community is
looking at this with different eyes today,”
said Joshua Woods, chief executive officer

of the Sacramento Region Business
Association. “With this many jobs, you
can’t ignore it.”

The University of the Pacific report
offers the first hard look at the potential
economic impact of the marijuana busi-
ness on the Sacramento region, Woods
said. But that does not mean his group -
or other business and political leaders - is
ready to make the area a hub.

For that to happen, policymakers
would need to be persuaded that a busy
marijuana growing and processing indus-
try would not also be a magnet for crime,
addiction and other problems.—Reuters

California capital could reap billions from legalized pot, study says

RECIFE, BRAZIL: As the sun dyes the early
morning sky a reddish hue, Angelica Pereira car-
ries her 1-year-old daughter out of the tiny white
house sitting on a dirt road where piles of
garbage float in puddles.

The driver sent to fetch her and other moth-
ers with babies disabled by the Zika virus is two
hours late, which could mean less time with the
therapists who help her daughter move rigid
limbs and a floppy back.

While battling these logistical challenges,
Pereira also struggles to find and afford expen-
sive drugs that families must pay for because
government health plans don’t cover them. “We
are always chasing something. We have to drop
everything else, all our chores, our homes,” said
the 21-year-old. “There are so many of us with
children with special needs. (The government) is
forgetting about that.”

Initial reaction
Zika initially was known only to cause flu-like

symptoms in some people. But a surge late last
year in cases of babies born with small heads in
northeast Brazil set off worldwide alarm about
the virus, which was later linked to a birth defect
known as microcephaly. When the connection
was made, then-President Dilma Rousseff prom-
ised that affected families would get the help

they needed.
While the government has provided therapy

and some financial assistance, mothers such as
Pereira say it doesn’t come close to meeting
their overwhelming needs caring for children
with severe development delays.

Some families plan to sue the government to
get more families with disabled children the
$275 a month now currently provided to house-
holds earning less than $70 a month. They also
want the government to pay for medication for
babies with epilepsy, increasingly common in
children whose mothers were infected with Zika
during pregnancy. 

“These are women in need of financial aid,
who are from remote towns and are finding new
problems every day with their children,” said
attorney Viviane Guimaraes, who is helping sev-
eral families enroll in a program for the disabled.

State-run health care in Brazil is woefully
underfunded, and patients often wait months
for treatment. People who can afford get care
through private health plans. Jusikelly da Silva
says she is desperate to get a brain scan for her
10-month-old Luhandra, who was sitting up and
eating solid foods before a seizure several
months ago left her virtually motionless. Silva
has tried for three months to get the radiology
test and an appointment with a specialist. “It’s

horrible because I feel that the longer I wait for
these exams, the worse it can get, and I won’t be
able to take care of her,” said Silva.

Many mothers end up borrowing money
from relatives to pay for private hospitals and
doctors for specialized treatment. Silva says that
isn’t an option for her; just trying to buy baby
formula is a struggle. She and her five children
live on the $250 her husband earns each month
working at a warehouse.

The health secretary for Recife state, Jailson
Correia, says the city has yet to receive funds
from the state or federal government for a spe-
cial child development division. The plan is to
create a group of pediatricians, child neurolo-
gists, social workers and physical, speech and
occupational therapists who treat children with
congenital Zika syndrome.

Correia says the city has offered epilepsy
drugs on a case-by-case basis because they are
not provided through the public health plan, but
that help won’t last forever. “The city’s financial
resources are already strained,” Correia told The
Associated Press. “We need the state and federal
levels to take a more active role.”

No response from officials
Federal officials didn’t respond to repeated

requests for additional information about how
they are responding to the crisis. The Zika crisis
comes as Latin America’s largest nation weathers
a two-year recession that has pushed inflation
and unemployment to over 10 percent. A pro-
posal under consideration by Congress would
cap public spending, raising fears about cuts for
health and education.

Treating children with neurological problems
is not cheap. Researchers exploring the health
burden for governments fighting Zika conclude
that each child with microcephaly in Brazil
would cost about $95,000 in lifetime medical
expenses, a little more than half the $180,000 it
would cost in the United States.

Jorge A. Alfaro-Murillo, a researcher at the
Yale School of Public Health, said the estimates
are based on cases of mental disability, adding
that microcephaly is a more severe condition. He
said total costs, including special education and
income loss, can add up to much more.

Brazil has confirmed more than 2,000 cases of
microcephaly so far, and Health Minister Ricardo
Barros says almost all  of these babies are
enrolled in rehabilitation centers to stimulate
development. More than half of the children are
from poor households with a monthly income of
less than $70.

Ana Carla Maria Bernardo, 24, says she had to
close her beauty salon when a test taken shortly
after her daughter Carla Elisabethe was born
showed the child had brain damage caused by a
Zika infection while still in the womb. Carla’s
father was recently fired from his job as a door-
man, but Bernardo says the government won’t
provide financial aid because his former salary
was over minimum wage.

Meanwhile, Bernardo says it takes her nearly
two hours each way on buses to get from her
Recife suburb to the rehabilitation center. “I wish
the government would help us,” said Bernardo.
“They have the resources. It’s just a matter of
them taking some interest in us.”—AP

SANTA CRUZ DO CAPIBARIBE, PERNAMBUCO STATE, BRAZIL: In this Dec 23, 2015 file photo, Angelica Pereira, left, holds her daughter Luiza, who
was born with microcephaly because of the Zika virus, as she sits with her husband Dejailson Arruda, at their home.—AP

Where Zika struck hardest, Brazil 
moms say more help needed

PARIS: Some 300 wild mammal species
in Asia,  Africa and Latin America are
being driven to extinction by humanity’s
voracious appetite for bushmeat, accord-
ing to a world-first assessment released
yesterday.

The species at risk range from rats to rhi-
noceros, and include docile, ant-eating
pangolins as well as flesh-ripping big cats.

The findings, published in the journal
Royal Society Open Science, are evidence
of a “global crisis” for warm-blooded land
animals, 15 top conservation scientists con-
cluded. “Terrestrial mammals are experi-
encing a massive collapse in their popula-
tion sizes and geographical ranges around
the world,” the study warned.

This decline, it said, was part of a larger
trend known as a “mass extinction event,”
only the sixth time in half a billion years
that Earth’s species are dying out at more
than 1,000 times the usual rate.

Besides eating them, humans are rob-
bing mammals of their natural habitats
through agriculture and urbanization, and
decimating them through pollution, dis-
ease and climate change.  According to the
Union for the Conservation of Nature’s
(IUCN) Red List of endangered species, a
quarter of 4,556 land mammals assessed
are on the road to annihilation. 

For 301 of these threatened species,
“hunting by humans”-mainly for food, but
also as purported health and virility boost-
ers, and trophies such as horns or pelts-is
the main threat, according to the compre-
hensive review of scientific literature.

The likelihood of extinction, the team
found, depends on body size: the bigger
the animals, the greater the danger.

More than 100 primates, including goril-
las and snub-nosed monkeys, and dozens
of hooved animals from oxen to antelope,
are at dire risk from hunting. “These species
will continue to decline unless there is
major global action to save them,” Bill
Ripple, a professor at Oregon State
University and lead author of the study,
told AFP.

Cascading effects    
All 301 species identified are found

exclusively in developing countries, with
the highest concentration in southeast Asia
(113), followed by Africa (91), the rest of
Asia (61) and Latin America (38).  The coun-
tries with the most native species under
siege from hunting were Madagascar (46),
Indonesia (37), the Philippines (14) and
Brazil (10).

The scale of the problem is daunting:
some 89,000 tonnes of wild meat-with a
market value of about $200 million (180
million euros) — is butchered every year
from the Brazilian Amazon alone, the study
found.

On current trends, the prospects for
these and other mammals is not bright, the
authors said. “Forty of these species were
already classed as critically endangered by
1996, indicating that there has been little
or no conservation progress in reversing
their fate,” they note.

This, despite dozens of major conserva-
tion conferences and summits, and the
expansion of protected areas. The impact
of extinction may be felt well beyond the
loss of individual species, the scientists cau-
tioned. “Through cascading effects, the loss
of these mammals is altering the structure
and function of the environments in which
they occur,” the study notes.

The result could be a loss of food securi-
ty for humans. The research echoed a
recent study which showed that more than
two-thirds of 9,000 threatened species-
including plants, birds and insects-faced
over-exploitation from commerce, recre-
ation or subsistence.

Ripple and colleagues call for increased
legal protection of threatened mammals,
better education and family planning, and
the provision of alternative foods to local
populations. Giving local communities
stronger land rights-so that they have a
more direct interest in conservation-is also
key, they said.—AFP

Humans eating wild 
mammals into extinction 

SHANGHAI: This picture taken on October 18, 2016 shows Chan Ming, who survived
a close encounter with a great white shark while cage diving off Guadalupe Island,
Mexico, watching the viral video of the great white shark on his computer.—AFP

SHANGHAI: A diver whose near miss
with a great white shark became a viral
video sensation, viewed more than 15
million times on Youtube, says the
ocean’s apex predator is “beautiful”. Chan
Ming was on a shark-watching excursion
off the Mexican coast when the animal
broke into the metal cage protecting
him.

Despite their fearsome reputation,
sharks do not normally feed on humans,
and have to be drawn in with bait. The
shark seized the bait and crashed into
the cage, breaking part of it. Unable to
swim backwards, it carried on inside,
where Chan was alone. The advertising
executive and part-time diving instructor
told AFP on Monday that he tried hard to
stay calm, “because if I get panicked it
will be very horrible in there”. “When the
great white shark was breaking into the
cage, the inside of its mouth was getting
jammed in the cage, and at that moment
I was thinking ‘Hey, don’t think about
coming in here’,” he said.

The video shows the shark apparently
bleeding as it thrashes its way out
through a gap on top of the cage, which
was opened by a crew member.  An ago-

nizing 20 seconds pass before Chan, who
is from Hong Kong but lives in Shanghai,
emerges safely. 

The harrowing incident did little to
diminish Chan’s fondness for the great
white and he went back into the water
the next day. “You know in Chinese we
say that ‘Where you fell down, (is) where
you need to stand up’,” said the 51-year-
old. “I still think the shark, the great
white, is so beautiful, they’re very beauti-
ful and cute.”

In a company statement posted on
Facebook, operator Solmar V Luxury
Live-Aboard said the shark did not suffer
any serious injuries. “Shark breaches of
this magnitude are a one in a million
occurrence,” it said. “As unfortunate as it
was, it was still an accident.” The compa-
ny-whose priority is to offer “unique life
experiences”-said 

its cages have been reinforced follow-
ing the breach, and bait would be
thrown further away from them in future.
After his October 4 brush with the great
white Chan wrote on his Facebook page
that he had been “reborn” and was savor-
ing Cantonese noodle soup and beer,
adding: “Everyday are good days.” —AFP

Sharks are beautiful, diver 
says despite narrow escape

Finding and affording drugs main Zika problem

MADRID: A 62-year-old Spanish woman has
given birth to a healthy girl and encourages
women in their later years to imitate her if
they want to.

Lina Alvarez left the Lucus Augusti Hospital
in the northwestern city of Lugo on Tuesday
with her third child in her arms, saying she felt
wonderful. She said baby Lina, born Oct. 10,
was in perfect health. The 2.4-kilogram (5.3-

pound) Lina was born by cesarean section.
Alvarez’s first child, now 27, was born with

cerebral palsy. Her second child is now 10. Her
second and third pregnancies were through
in-vitro fertilization treatment. Alvarez, a doc-
tor, said that women who are well enough to
have a baby in their later years shouldn’t be
afraid to do so, adding that they should let
nature, not gynecologists decide.—AP

62-year-old woman in Spain 
gives birth to third child

MADRID: In this screen grab taken from video on Tuesday, Oct. 18, 2016, Lina Alvarez
leaves Lucas Augusti Hospital with her new born baby.—AP


