
BAGHDAD: Secular Iraqis woke up feeling
hungover yesterday, after a surprise parlia-
ment vote they claim is unconstitutional
and shows that dominant religious parties
have their priorities wrong. An article ban-
ning the sale, import and production of
alcohol was slipped into a draft on munici-
palities and caught the anti-ban camp flat-
footed on Saturday. 

The scores of small alcohol shops in
central Baghdad were already closed
because of the holy month of Muharram,
and now their owners and employees are
fuming. “We don’t have another job - our
families will lose their income,” said

Maytham, who owns a shop selling all
kinds of locally produced and imported
beers, wines and spirits in Baghdad’s cen-
tral Karrada district. “We don’t know if they
will allow us to open our shops. How will
these families live?” he asked, standing
next to his small store’s closed metal door.

Saturday’s vote also angered several
politicians who claim that the law violates
an article in the constitution that guaran-
tees the freedom of religious minorities.
The vote’s supporters say that the very
same constitution prevents any law con-
tradicting Islam, however. 
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Ghanem files for re-election, 

welcomes opposition’s return

Court to hear ex-MP Dashti’s nomination case
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Fifty-two candidates including the speaker of
the dissolved National Assembly Marzouq Al-Ghanem
filed their nomination papers for the snap elections yes-
terday, raising the number of hopefuls to 251 including
eight women. Yesterday’s candidate registration also saw
the return of veteran Salafist lawmaker Ahmad Baqer and
former opposition MP Riyadh Al-Adasani, who resigned
about three years ago from the outgoing Assembly in
protest against the rejection of his grilling against the
prime minister. It also saw former Islamist MP Humoud
Al-Hamdan bid for re-election.

No one from the traditional opposition that had boy-
cotted the previous two polls registered yesterday, a day
after several of opposition figures and former MPs filed to
contest the polls, ending their long boycott. They includ-
ed former Islamist MPs Waleed Al-Tabtabaei, Ammar Al-
Ajmi, Mohammad Hayef and several others. Even a num-
ber of members from the hardline Popular Action Bloc
may return to the fray after a crucial meeting tomorrow.

Ghanem welcomed the return of the opposition and
the end of the boycott, saying this proves what he and
others have been saying, that participating in the elec-
tion is a correct move, especially after the constitutional
court confirmed that the single-vote system is in line
with the constitution. Ghanem said that the decision to
dissolve the Assembly and hold early elections was the
correct decision and he and other members want to go
back to the Kuwaiti voters.

Continued on Page 13
KUWAIT: Candidate and former parliament speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem speaks after registering for the upcoming
parliamentary elections at the Department of Elections in Shuwaikh yesterday. —  Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Finance Anas Al-Saleh said yesterday the Kuwaiti
economy, relying heavily on oil revenues, suffered a
budget deficit as a result of the 60 percent drop in oil

prices in 2014. Revenues
nosedived while expenditure
remained almost the same in
the last two years, Saleh, also
acting minister of oil, said in
an interview with Al-Rai TV
yesterday.

While the final account for
the fiscal year 2014-2015
shows a surplus of KD 3.5 bil-
lion, that of FY 2015-2016
shows a real deficit of KD 4.6

billion resulting from the 60 percent decline in rev-
enues, he explained. In March, the government draft-
ed a document for economic reforms, a package of
measures for short-term and medium-term economic
and financial reforms, taking into account the objec-
tives of the national development plan, he said.

The document covers the coming two-four years
and focuses on six axes - first, financial reform includ-
ing budgetary imbalances; second, the role of the
state in the national economy; third, the contribution
of the private sector to economic growth; fourth, the
citizens’ role in economic projects; fifth, the reforms of 
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Iraq booze ban sparks backlash

BAGHDAD: An Iraqi man buys liquor from a closed shop selling illegally through a
window in the capital yesterday. — AFP 

Photo shows the scene of a crash between a tour bus and a semi-truck on
Interstate 10 near Desert Hot Springs near Palm Springs in California’s Mojave
Desert yesterday. — AP 

LOS ANGELES: A tour bus crashed into the
back of a tractor-trailer on a Southern
California highway before dawn yesterday,
killing at least 13 people and injuring 31,
an NBC affiliate reported. The bus was
traveling west on Interstate 10 when the
crash occurred near Palm Springs, a city
about 160 km east of Los Angeles, the tel-
evision station reported. The Riverside
County Coroner’s Office confirmed 13
people aboard the bus were killed, the sta-
tion said.

Photographs from the scene showed
the front of the tour bus wedged inside
the back of the trailer, with emergency
workers using metal ladders to reach the

inside of the bus. A tow truck was used to
separate the vehicles, local media includ-
ing the Desert Sun newspaper reported.
The injured were being treated at local
hospitals, while all westbound lanes of the
interstate were closed near the crash,
according to the reports.

The bus had left the Red Earth Casino in
Salton City, California, and was headed to
Los Angeles when the crash was reported
to the California Highway Patrol at 5:17 am
(1217 GMT ), the NBC affiliate said.
California Highway Patrol officer Stephanie
Hamilton was quoted as saying that 31
people were taken to hospitals with
injuries. — Agencies 
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DOHA: Qatar ’s Father Emir Sheikh Khalifa bin
Hamad Al-Thani passed away yesterday at the age
of 84, the Emiri Diwan announced. The diwan, in a
statement cited by the official QNA news agency,
announced the death of Sheikh Khalifa, and prayed
to Almighty Allah to bestow his blessings on his
soul. Qatar’s Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani
announced a three-day mourning period. — KUNA  
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