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By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: The ‘Discover America Week’
(Oct 23-Nov 2, 2016) kicked off yester-
day, with several activities related to
the US to be held, ranging from food,
basketball, film, education, an investor
seminar, cars and more. The Discover
America Week seeks to strengthen ties
between the US and Kuwait. 

“We are happy to launch Discover
America for the fourth consecutive
year,” US Embassy Press AttachÈ
Heather E Ward told reporters yester-
day at the US Embassy. “Many of the
activities in the “Discover America’
event are the realization of our objec-
tive to strengthen our commercial,
educational, tourism and business
partnerships,” she said. “We have great
and outstanding bonds between us,”
she added. 

US Embassy Commercial AttachÈ
Jeff Hamilton said the Discover
America Week is not only a promotion
of the US’ great products and oppor-
tunities, but also a way of thanking
everyone for their continued patron-
age of US products. “For example,
Chevrolet has been in Kuwait for

many years now. We have five genera-
tions of Kuwaitis believing in this
brand and it is such a wonderful boost
for us,” he said.

Other activities include the open-
ing of a five-day intensive American
Film Showcase Workshop, a collabora-
tion between the US Embassy, the
Ministry for Youth Affairs and Dar Al-
Athar Al-Islamiyyah (DAI).  Two
American film experts, Tim Sousken
and David Glass, will lead participants
through the steps to make a short
film.  “ The program is part of the
American Film Showcase person-to-
person diplomacy connecting
American film experts with foreign
audiences,” he said. 

Also part of the Discover America
Week is a seminar on procurement
opportunities at the Camp Arifjan US
military base. Discover America will
highlight iconic US fashion brands, food,
film, music, education, business
knowhow, and tourism. The 11-day
event will take place at venues through-
out Kuwait City, including The Avenues,
Sultan Center, Kuwait Chamber of
Commerce, Americani Cultural Center,
AUK and other locations.   

‘Discover America
Week’ underway

KUWAIT: US Embassy Commercial Attachee Jeff Hamilton (left) speaks during
the press conference as Press Attache Heather E Ward looks on. 
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By Attorney Fajer Ahmed

Alcohol and the
law in Kuwait

Iam extremely grateful that my clients and read-
ers come from all walks of life and that I get to
work with companies and individuals. I am also

very happy that I can reach out to expats with my
legal writings and explain to them my country’s leg-
islation, making their transition to Kuwait easier.
Kuwaitis are so blessed to be exposed to the diver-
sity of people in Kuwait and to learn from them and
their culture. The diversity of nationalities in Kuwait
is just amazing.

I also know that out of 196 countries in the
world, less than 15 have legislation that bans alco-
hol. So it is no surprise that there is a lot of confu-
sion among expats about the consumption of alco-
hol in Kuwait. What adds to the confusion is that
the consumption of alcohol in Kuwait as an act, in
itself is not illegal. But there are restrictions involv-
ing the consumption of alcohol that I will be dis-
cussing today by answering your questions. This
post does not include my opinion on the matter,
but instead it is a factual representation of the law.

Not driving
Question: I was drinking at a party at the week-

end, and I know it is not right to drink and drive,
therefore I got into a cab. Yet there was a police
check and they talked to the cab driver and that’s
when I started talking to the police officer. The
police officer realized that I had been drinking and
he took me to the police station. I don’t understand.
I was not driving.

Fajer: This is one of the most common concerns
that I receive. Because there is an major emphasis in
the West about drinking and driving, many people
mistakenly think it is okay to drink in Kuwait, as
long as they don’t drive. That is not true. The pun-
ishment is as follows:

Article 206(d) of Kuwait Penal Law states that
‘Any person who takes alcoholic or intoxicating bev-
erages to a public place or to a place where he may
be seen by others be it a public place or a private
club and any person who brings the alcoholic or
intoxicating beverage to the said place for another
person to consume shall be penalized for a period
not exceeding six months and/or fined not more
than KD50. Any person who is found drunk will be
punished the same.

Worst case scenario
Question: I was at a party and we had a lot to

drink, after drinking we went downstairs and got
into a car. I was drunk but I was not driving, my
friend was. We were driving down the road, and my
friend cut another car off. This made the other per-
son lose his temper. So he stopped the car and my
friend and this guy got into a fight. The police
showed up and obviously we all had to go to the
police station. This is when the police officers found
out that I was drinking and therefore decided to
hold me at the police station and put a case against
me. 

A.) What can I do? 
Fajer: You need to get a lawyer as soon as possi-

ble. You will need to give the lawyer a Power of
Attorney. Make sure you tell your lawyer the truth,
so they can decide what to do.

B.) What could I be punished 
for? What will happen?

Fajer: Although there is no crime for consuming
alcohol in private, being under the influence in
public could cause the police to question you or
keep you at the police station until you are no
longer under the influence. I can’t fully say what will
happen as I don’t know the specifics of the story.
Were people hurt? Did you talk back to the police?
Did you get violent at the fight, and so on. Usually
though, these are the steps taken:

1. They will ask for your blood/urine test to see
the percentage of alcohol in your body and add it
to the investigation.

2. An investigator will ask you to come in and ask
you questions about the incident. 

3. A case will be opened and forwarded  to court
from the public prosecutor. Punishment options
will be written in the statement. 

C.) What is the worst case scenario?
Fajer: Again, I cannot answer the questions as I

don’t know the full circumstances, but being under
the influence in public as I have stated above there
is a punishment and it can be either deportation
and/or a fine of up to KD 50 and/or jail time of up to
six months. Usually if it is your first offense and no
one else was hurt, you will be let off the hook.  

I hope the above is helpful, please stay legal and
safe.

For any legal questions or queries, email
ask@fajerthelawyer.com.

Legalese

By Hanan Al-Saadoun and Meshaal Al-
Enezi

KUWAIT: Ahmadi police busted a local
liquor brewery in Egaila, described as one
of the largest to ever be discovered in
Kuwait. Police raided the place and found
hundreds of drums containing liquor dis-
tillation material, in addition to pumps
and tools used in brewing alcohol. Five
people were arrested during the opera-
tion. Meanwhile, a man was arrested dur-
ing a similar raid in Kabd, in which a large
number of drums and bottles containing
homebrewed liquor were also found.

No injuries in fire
A fire broke out Saturday evening in a

deserted chalet on Failaka Island, said
security sources, noting that the fire was
brought under control without any casu-
alties. An investigation was opened to
determine the causes of the fire.

Forgery
Consumer protection inspectors raid-

ed a vegetable warehouse 15 minutes
before midnight where suspects were
repacking Saudi zucchini into 750-gm
foam boxes and changing the origin label
to Jordan. Security sources added that

the suspects were also doing the same
with 300 kg of Chinese carrots, packing
them in 500-gm boxes and changing
their origin labels to Australia. The sus-
pects also tried the same ploy with one
ton of Iranian apples. They are facing
charges of commercial fraud with the aim
of making greater profits because there is
a great demand for Jordanian vegetables
in the local market. 

Traffic campaign
The traffic department carried out sev-

eral surprise campaigns in Kuwait’s six
governorates from Oct 9 to 15. The cam-

paigns resulted in issuing 45,455 cita-
t ions,  539 vehicles were impounded
along with 17 motorcycles, and 10 per-
sons were detained for grave violations.
Five expats were sent for deportation.

Service center
The department of relations and secu-

rity information at the interior ministry
said the Omaria Service Center is now
receiving citizens during working hours
to process traffic, nationality, passport
and criminal evidence transactions, as
the Khaitan Ser vice Center has been
closed.

‘Large breweries’ busted in Egaila, Kabd

By Meshaal Al-Enezi and A Saleh

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Manpower will con-
tinue issuing work permits to various companies
according to standard regulations and without any
suspensions, official spokesperson and public rela-
tions director Aseel Al-Mazyad said. She explained
that according to ministerial decision 747, labor
departments will issue work permits approved by the
labor assessment section for activities executing gov-
ernment contracts and companies fully owned by the
government, shareholding companies, hospitals,
medical centers, outpatient departments, pharma-
cies, banks, insurance companies, hotels, private
schools, clubs, unions, NGOs, aviation companies,
marine lines agents, engineering consultancy offices,
law firms, fishing, agriculture, shepherding, press
houses, automobile agents, opticians, money
exchangers, universities and institutes approved by
the Ministry of Education (MoE). 

Mazyad added that the decision also authorizes
the work permit committee to issue permits for com-
panies listed on the KSE, rental companies, compa-
nies approved by the municipality and CTC, closed
and holding shareholding companies, international
brand agents, domestic healthcare companies, com-

panies specialized in firefighting, travel agents
licensed by the civil aviation department, spas, shop-
ping malls, cinema houses, department stores and
crafts. 

Date adjustment
Health Minister Dr Ali Al-Obaidi adjusted the date

on which the retirement of ministry employees he
recently referred to retirement takes effect to Dec 1
instead of Oct 31 so they could arrange matters and
prepare to execute the decision. In another concern,
Obaidi noted that 350 retirees have so far been hospi-
talized using their ‘Afya’ health insurance cards. Obaidi
added that 63,496 Afya cards have been distributed
so far. 

Clinical labs
Dasman Diabetes Institute’s clinical lab manager

Asma Al-Hubail said that the lab has completed eight
papers on diabetes and that eight more are currently
under process. Hubail said the clinical labs were
launched in 2007, when the tests done there were
very limited, until the labs expanded their work and
became accredited by the Canadian board and fully
equipped with the latest equipment and highly
skilled medical and nursing staffs.

Work permits
issued as normal

Retired employees given more time

KUWAIT: Chairman of the
Hotels Owners Union (HOU)
Ghazi Fahad Al-Nafisi hailed the
continuous success of Horeca
Kuwait and its contribution to
boosting the hospitality, cater-
ing and hotel equipment busi-
ness. This contribution supports
Kuwait’s  plans to achieve com-
prehensive touristic develop-
ment, build new residential
cities and launching new urban
communities, he added

Nafisi also expressed appre-
ciation that Horeca 2017 would be launched under auspices of the
Information Minister and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh
Salman Al-Humoud Al-Sabah, and under direct supervision from
the tourism sector. “This is a great step in the course of developing
the touristic sector and its role in providing more job opportunities
for ambitious young men and diversify national income sources at
the same time,” he underlined. 

Accordingly, Nafisi announced HOU’s participation in Horeca
2017 as a golden sponsor due to the exhibition’s significance.  In
addition, Nafisi said that the importance of the hospitality sector
also comes in view of several mega projects that Kuwait is current-
ly witnessing including the new terminal, hospitals and new cities.
He also pointed out that the hotel room capacity in Kuwait has
increased to more than 10,000 over the past two years and that
restaurants’ numbers exceeded 5,000, which all call for cooperation
and combining efforts.  Notably, Horeca 2017  is due to be organ-
ized by Leaders Group Company for Consulting and Development
in collaboration with the Hospitality Services Company for the
sixth straight year in the period of January 16-18, 2017.

Hotels Union joins Horeca
2017 as golden sponsor 

Ghazi Al-Nafisi

KUWAIT: Minister of Public Works Ahmad Al-Jassar
signed yesterday a pair of contracts dealing with infra-
structure repair, including work to build a new materni-
ty hospital at a total cost of KD 317.7 million.

The first deal signed by Jassar, who is also Minister of
Electricity and Water and Minister of Awqaf and Islamic
Affairs, comprises work to build and furbish a new
maternity hospital at a cost of KD 220.7 million, a press
statement by the Ministry of Public Works noted.

Moreover, the statement revealed that the hospital
contains 780 beds, in addition to 37 operating rooms
and 60 birthing rooms, adding that the facility stretches
on 240 square kilometers, complete with two base-
ments and a parking lot.

Meanwhile, the second deal includes infrastructure
repair on the 6.5 ring road at a cost of KD 97 million. The
deal is part of a project to build a new 6.5 ring road that
would run parallel to the sixth ring road. — KUNA

Minister signs
infrastructure deals

worth KD 317.7 million


