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Online renewal
KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry plans to launch a new proj-
ect early next year that allows renewing driver’s licenses, as
well as Kuwaitis’ passports and expatriates’ visas online
through the ministry’s website, said Brigadier General Ali
Al-Muaili ,  Director of the General Department of
Information Technology. —Al-Rai

Demotion

KUWAIT: The Civil Service Commission and the Fatwa
and Legislation Department are considering a decision
to demote supervisors at state departments in case they
fail to receive ‘excellent’ evaluation for two years starting
from their promotion’s date, sources said. —Al-Rai

Dental center
KUWAIT: The Ministry of Public Works handed over the
dental center at Jaber Hospital to the Ministry of Health
last Thursday, a source said, adding that the center, which
contains 60 clinics, is expected to enter service within a
month. —Al-Rai

Al-Anbaa

By Salah Al-Sayer

Humanity is rapidly moving towards amazing worlds in
which human beings are almost extinct and many old
professions are disappearing. For example, alarm

clocks put an end to the job of Abu Tbaila (a man who used
to go door-to-door waking up people in Ramadan for suhoor
meals before emsak and Fajr prayers), postmen have been
jobless since the invention of emails and other means of
communication. 

Modern technology is dominating earth now. At some
airports, passengers can be identified at gates by finger or
eye prints and allowed to enter without having to deal with
a passport officer. Back in the old days, parenthood used to
be proved by appearances, but now this is a job done
through DNA tests. 

Smart hotels are becoming touristic attractions for many
tourists where there are no receptionists, porters nor tele-
phones to call room service. On entering such hotels’ lob-
bies, you can find a computer screen welcoming you,
checking reservations and scanning your eye to use it in
opening your room, where you will find a touch-screen
tablet to use in ordering whatever you need from room
service. The luggage is carried by a robot that will surely not

ask for a tip. The world will surely face an unprecedented
unemployment problem.    

Security cameras also reduced the number of job oppor-
tunities for security guards, Smart taxis will put cabbies out
of work. The same applies to smart trains run through central
operation rooms. At smart gas stations, one can fill up a vehi-
cle and have the price deducted from his bank account with-
out paying cash to anyone. You can book a cinema ticket
without having to wait in long lines and talk with clerks.
Hundreds of electronic devices and applications will also
help man pay electricity and phone bills, in addition to traffic
and municipality fines, etc. 

We have already started paying zakat using SMS and
experienced online shopping. In order to avoid the problems
of changing currencies on traveling somewhere in the past,
we used to take traveler’s cheques instead of money with us.
Then, the world came to know credit cards. However, the glo-
ry of credit cards is over and they have given way to smart
mobile phones. For shopping, you can use your mobile to
deduct the purchase value from your bank account, and then
pickpockets will run out of jobs and will have to start looking
for another profession!  —Translated by Kuwait Times 

Jobless pickpockets

Crime
R e p o r t

Trio ‘brought

together’ by drugs
KUWAIT: A car was spotted driving erratically in Ahmadi, so
it was stopped, and police found two men and an Egyptian
woman in an abnormal condition. The three had used drugs
earlier, so their car was searched and 62 tablets of a banned
substance were found. The Egyptian woman said she does
not have any work relations with the men and it was the
drugs that brought them together. The three are being
questioned by the Drugs Control General Department.

Suicide threat
A man told police his wife was threatening to slash her
wrists and commit suicide due to domestic problems,
so police rushed to help and convinced the woman to
change her mind. 

Family row
An Egyptian man attacked his sister-in-law at her house
and stole KD 900. The woman told police that her brother-
in-law beat her while her husband was out of the country
and took KD 900 before escaping. Police are investigating.

Shopper mugged
A man took advantage of a European woman being
busy with her children at a Salmiya market and stole
her bag that contained $5,000 and KD 90, beside IDs
and other documents.

Illegal entery
A Pakistani man succeeded in entering the country illegally
by sea, but was caught by accident in Farwaniya. Police saw
the man trying to hide from them, and he was arrested after
attempting to escape on foot. He was taken to the police sta-
tion where he confessed that he swam his way into the coun-
try, adding that he was dumped by a boat near Kuwait’s terri-
torial waters. He was sent to concerned authorities.

Bloody fight
A citizen in his tweinties was stabbed by three persons
following a fight which left him bleeding, so he was
taken to Adan Hospital. A security source said the man
sought the help of police and told them he was
stabbed by three persons who were arguing. He added
that he was bleeding, so an ambulance was dis-
patched, but his condition required the use of a mede-
vac chopper, which flew him to Adan Hospital.

Reckless driving
A citizen in his twenties was arrested following reckless driv-
ing in Saad Al-Abdullah. He had hashish and 43 illicit tablets
on him. He was sent to the Drugs Control Guard Department. 

—Al-Rai, Al-Anbaa
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There was a great famine in Kuwait in the years
1868-1871. These years were named Al-Hailag,
which means the year of hunger. And, as usual,

Kuwaitis used it to mark dates and history. At that
time, Kuwait was ruled by the late Sheikh Abdullah II,
the son of Sabah II. Sheikh Abdullah, may the
Almighty have mercy on his soul, exerted a lot of
efforts to ease the impact of the famine on the peo-
ple despite the very limited resources he had then. 

Amongst those who spent from their own money
in providing relief aid for the needy were the late
Yousef Al-Bader and Yousef Al-Subaih. It is notewor-
thy that Yousef Al-Sabeeh opened a house he owned
in Zubair to feed the poor and the needy. And some
people from Zubair moved south to Kuwait, where
many Zubair women got married to Kuwaitis who
had survived the plague of 1831, because they were
out at sea when the plague struck Kuwait and killed
their wives. 

A famous poet wrote a poem praising what both
Bader and Subaih did and highlighted their benevo-
lence towards the people of Kuwait. He also wrote
that dead people cannot take their wealth along with
them. Those were the golden old days when Kuwaitis
came together at all times, namely in times of dis-
tress! —Translated by Kuwait Times 

Al-Hailag years

Al-Anbaa

By Dr Saleh Al-Ojairi 
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KUWAIT: Interior Ministry’s Undersecretary Assistant for Land Border Security Affairs Major General Abdullah Al-Muhanna met
with Brigadier General Bruce Edward Hackett, Commanding General of the 451st Expeditionary Sustainment Command in the US
Army. The two sides discussed boosting cooperation, and reviewed the measures followed at the Khabari Al-Awazem crossing at
the Kuwaiti-Iraqi border.

KUWAIT: Interior Ministry’s Undersecretary Lieutenant General Suleiman Al-
Fahad met at his office yesterday morning Lieutenant Colonel Dhahi Al-
Otaibi, head of the early alarm sector at the General Department of Civil
Defense’s operations division. Lt Gen Fahad honored Lt Col Otaibi for his
hard work and dedication, the Interior Ministry said in a press statement.

KUWAIT: Major General Jamal Al-Bulaihees, Deputy Director for Prevention Affairs at the Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD) honored firefighters who participated in tackling a number of blazes that Kuwait
witnessed lately. —By Hanan Al-Saadoun


