
JERUSALEM: Israel has arrested 19 people
and temporarily closed the Palestinian ter-
ritories as it prepares for the last of a month
of Jewish holiday commemorations,
authorities said yesterday. Palestinians will
be barred from entering from the West
Bank and Gaza Strip as the Sukkot festival
wraps up with the Simchat Torah holiday,
which begins at sundown Sunday and ends
the next evening.

The closure, a frequent measure for
major Jewish holidays, will remain in place
throughout Sunday and Monday, with only
emergency cases allowed through, the
Israeli army said. Israeli police also
announced they had arrested 19
Palestinians in various areas of annexed
east Jerusalem in connection with recent
clashes with security forces. Police said the
clashes took place over the Yom Kippur hol-
iday earlier in October and the arrests were
“based on intelligence and operations”.

The week-long Sukkot festival is the last
of three successive Jewish holidays that
have led to tensions with the Palestinians
in the past. Earlier in October, Jews marked
Yom Kippur and Rosh Hashanah, or New

Year. A Palestinian gun attack in Jerusalem
on October 9 that killed two people raised
fears of further violence and Israel has
boosted security.

Last year’s holiday period led to clashes
and marked the start of an upsurge in
Palestinian gun, knife and car-ramming
attacks. Thousands of Jews visit the
Western Wall in east Jerusalem’s Old City
during the holiday period, while a smaller
number go to the nearby Al-Aqsa mosque
compound. The compound is holy to both
Muslims and Jews, who refer to it as the
Temple Mount. The site is central to the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, with Palestinians
fearing Israel may one day seek to assert
further control over it.

Violence since October 2015 has killed
235 Palestinians, 36 Israelis, two Americans,
one Jordanian, an Eritrean and a Sudanese
national, according to an AFP count. Most
of the Palestinians killed were carrying out
knife, gun or car-ramming attacks, accord-
ing to Israeli authorities. Others were shot
dead during protests or clashes, while
some were killed in Israeli air strikes on the
Gaza Strip. — AFP 
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KIRKUK: Kirkuk provincial Governor, Najm al-Din Karim (C), walks on October 22, 2016 alongside police and Kurdish securi-
ty forces as he visits the damaged sites where fighting against Islamic State (IS) jihadists took place in the centre the
Kurdish-controlled city. — AFP 

KHAZER, Iraq: I raqi and Kurdish forces
advanced on a town near Mosul yesterday as
part of an operation to retake the northern city
from the Islamic State group, which staged an
assault in western Iraq that appeared to be
another diversionary attack. The Kurdish forces,
known as peshmerga, said they “cordoned off”
eight villages northeast of Mosul and are now
less than 9 kilometers from its outskirts. They
said the cordoned off area measures around 100
square kilometers and that they also secured a
“significant stretch” of highway.

The statement said eight car bombs were
destroyed in the operation, including three by
US-led coalition aircraft, and “dozens” of mili-
tants were killed. Those gains came after Iraqi
and Kurdish forces launched an offensive
against the nearby town of Bashiqa. Maj Gen
Haider Fadhil, of Iraq’s special forces, said they
had also taken part in the operation, and that
the town was surrounded.

‘Under control’ 
Over the last week, Iraqi and Kurdish forces

have been battling IS in a belt of mostly unin-
habited towns and villages around Mosul, con-
tending with roadside bombs, snipers and sui-
cide truck bombs. In western Iraq, IS militants
stormed into the town of Rutba, unleashing
three suicide car bombs that were blown up
before hitting their targets, according to the
spokesman for the Joint Military Command, Brig
Gen Yahya Rasool.

He said some militants were killed, without
giving an exact figure, and declined to say

whether any civilians or Iraqi forces were killed.
He said the militants did not seize any govern-
ment buildings and that the situation “is under
control.” The IS-run Aamaq news agency had ear-
lier said militants stormed Rutba from several
directions. Lt Gen Stephen Townsend, the top US
commander in Iraq, confirmed there had been a
complex attack in Rutba and said he expects
more such attacks as the militants try to divert
attention from Mosul.

IS carried out a large assault on the northern
city of Kirkuk on Friday, in which more than 50
militants stormed government compounds and
other targets, setting off more than 24 hours of
heavy fighting and killing at least 80 people,
mainly security forces. The Mosul offensive
involves more than 25,000 Iraqi ground forces as
well as US-led coalition aircraft and advisers. It is
expected to take weeks, if not months, to drive
IS from Mosul, which is home to more than a
million civilians.

Bashiqa is close to a military base of the same
name where some 500 Turkish troops are train-
ing Sunni and Kurdish fighters for the Mosul
offensive. The presence of the Turkish troops has
angered Iraq, which says it never gave them per-
mission to enter the country and has called on
them to withdraw. Turkey has refused, insisting
that it play a role in retaking Mosul from IS. US
Defense Secretary Ash Carter has visited both
countries in recent days, and arrived in the
Kurdish regional capital, Irbil on Sunday.

‘Agreement in principle’ 
After meeting with Turkey’s leaders, Carter

had announced an “agreement in principle” for
Turkey to have a role in the operation. But Iraqi
Prime Minister Haider Al-Abadi told Carter on
Saturday that Mosul was an “Iraqi battle.” The
forces taking part in the Mosul offensive include
Iraqi troops, the peshmerga, Sunni tribal fight-
ers and state-sanctioned Shiite militias. Many
fear the operation could heighten tensions
between Iraq’s different communities, which are
allied against IS but divided over a host of other
issues, including the fate of territories near
mostly Sunni Mosul that are claimed by the
largely autonomous Kurdish region and the
central government.

Carter praised the peshmerga, saying they
“fight extremely well,” but also acknowledged
that they had suffered casualties.

Brig Gen Halgord Hekmet, a spokesman for
the Kurdish forces, told reporters that 25 of their
troops have been killed since the battle to
retake Mosul began and a “large number” had
been wounded.

He said the peshmerga have had good coali-
tion air support, but could use more armored
vehicles and roadside bomb detectors. Most of
the fallen peshmerga were riding in regular cars,
he said. The UN agency for children meanwhile
expressed concern over the more than 4,000
people it says have fled from areas around
Mosul since the operation began. UNICEF’s Iraq
representative, Peter Hawkins, said that in at
least one refugee camp the conditions for chil-
dren were “very, very poor.” He said UNICEF
teams delivered water, sanitation and other
supplies expected to last seven days. — AP 

Forces advance near Mosul 
as IS attacks western town

Death tolls till not released 

ADEN: The pro-government Arab coalition yester-
day stepped up air strikes on Iran-backed rebels in
Yemen and clashes raged on the ground as warring
parties ignored a UN call to renew a fragile cease-
fire. The 72-hour ceasefire took effect just before
midnight (2100 GMT ) Wednesday to allow aid
deliveries in Yemen, whose war has killed thou-
sands of people and left millions homeless and
hungry. It officially ended at midnight Saturday.

UN special envoy to Yemen, Ismail Ould Cheikh
Ahmed, had appealed for a renewal of the cease-
fire, saying humanitarian aid had during the truce
reached areas that were earlier inaccessible. But
Yemeni Foreign Minister Abdulmalek Al-Mekhlafi
shrugged off the call as “useless”, accusing the
rebels of ignoring the ceasefire. The truce was the
sixth attempt since the Saudi-led coalition inter-
vened in March last year to support the govern-
ment of President Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi after

Houthi rebels and their allies overran much of the
impoverished country.

Ahmed urged “all parties to agree to its exten-
sion for at least another renewable 72 hours”, in a
statement posted on the envoy’s Facebook page
shortly before it expired. The ceasefire was “largely
holding despite reported violations from both
sides in several areas”, he said. “We noted over the
last days that food and humanitarian supplies were
provided to several affected neighborhoods and
that UN personnel were able to reach areas that
were previously inaccessible. We would like to
build on this and we aim for a wider outreach in
the next few days,” he added.

Cross-border shelling 
But shortly after the appeal, coalition warplanes

yesterday pounded positions in Sanaa of the Shiite
rebels and their allies, renegade troops loyal to for-

mer president Ali Abdullah Saleh, military officials
and rebel media said. Rebel-controlled
sabanews.net website counted nine air strikes on
the capital yesterday. The dawn raids also hit posi-
tions in Marib, east of the rebel-held capital, and
the southwestern province of Taez, the officials
said. The intensity of air raids by the Saudi-led
coalition had eased during the ceasefire.

“An extension (of the truce) would be useless,
because even if we accept it, the other party does
not make any commitment to respect the cease-
fire,” Mekhlafi told AFP. “We respect the UN envoy’s
call for an extension, but in effect, there was no
truce due to the violations” by the rebels, the for-
eign minister said. Fighting on the ground was
showing no signs of abating. Fierce clashes raged
in northern regions along the borders with Saudi
Arabia over the weekend, killing at least 10 rebels
and four Yemeni soldiers, military officials said.

Saudi civil defense also reported cross-border
bombing which wounded a Yemeni resident of the
southwestern city of Najran. Later yesterday, it said
that more shelling from Yemen damaged two
homes in the kingdom’s Jazan region without caus-
ing casualties. The UN envoy said Friday he was
liaising with the parties in an attempt to extend
the ceasefire in order “to create a conducive envi-
ronment for a long-lasting peace” in Yemen.

Nearly 6,900 people have been killed in the
conflict, more than half of them civilians, while an
additional three million are displaced and millions
more need food aid. Hadi’s government said yes-
terday that nine people had died of cholera in
second city Aden as the infectious disease spread
across the war-torn country. The last ceasefire
attempt began in April and collapsed as UN-bro-
kered peace talks hosted by Kuwait broke down
in August. — AFP 

Yemen raids intensify as UN call to extend truce ignored

Burundi police arrest US 
reporter, local journalist
NAIROBI: Burundi police said yesterday they had briefly arrest-
ed an American freelance journalist along with a local reporter
working with her, who was still being held. Police spokesman
Pierre Nkurikiye said on his Twitter timeline that journalist Julia
Steers and Gildas Yihundimpundu were arrested on suspicion of
“trying to destroy evidence of crimes by insurgents.” Steers, who
had official accreditation, was released, but her colleague was
still being interrogated and her driver detained.

“Many thanks for concerns-I’m safe but remain extremely
concerned for my Burundian colleague Gildas Yihundimpundu
and our driver Pascal,” Steers tweeted after her release. The pair
are the latest in a long line of journalists arrested by Burundi
authorities in a crackdown on the media since a crisis prompted
by President Pierre Nkurunziza’s disputed run for a third term in
office in April 2015.

Marked by assassinations on both sides, attacks against the
police and summary executions, the violence has left more than
500 people dead and forced more than 270,000 Burundians to
flee the country, according to the UN.  Burundi’s government
has silenced independent journalists at home and regularly
lashes out at the international media, accusing the press of
being part of a “conspiracy” to overthrow it. 

The US-based Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) esti-
mates 100 journalists have been forced into exile since the vio-
lence erupted. The CPJ this week urged Burundi’s national
intelligence service to release radio journalist Salvador
Nahimana, detained since October 2. Another journalist, Jean
Bigirimana, of the independent Iwacu newspaper, has been
missing since July 22. — AFP

Israel shuts Palestinian 
territories for holiday

ANKARA: The United States has warned its
citizens of the potential risk of terror attack
or attempted kidnapping of foreigners in
Istanbul, which has been rocked by several
bombings this year. The consulate in
Istanbul said in a message late Saturday
that extremist groups continued their
“aggressive efforts” to attack Americans
and other foreigners in the city.

“These attacks may be pre-planned or
could occur with little or no warning, and
include, but are not limited to: armed
attack, attempted kidnapping, bombing, or
other violent acts,” it said in an online
notice. The consulate did not specify which
group was believed to be plotting such
acts, but in the past year the city has suf-
fered multiple bombings by the Islamic
State group (IS) and Kurdish militants.

In June, 47 people were killed in a triple
suicide bombing and gun attack at
Istanbul’s Ataturk airport, which authorities
blamed on IS. Those visiting Istanbul or liv-
ing in the city were advised to “review and
update their personal security practices”
when frequenting areas popular with
Westerners or where they may live, the
consulate said.

It is the latest warning from the US after
the consulate in southern Adana province
warned of a potential security threat tar-
geting US-branded hotels in southern
Turkey in late September. In the same
month, the US embassy warned of the risk
of a terror attack on businesses, including
Starbucks, used by Westerners in
Gaziantep, close to the Syrian border.

That warning came after a deadly sui-
cide bombing in Gaziantep blamed on
jihadists linked to IS in August. The attack
on a wedding left 57 dead including 34
children. In the latest message, the con-

sulate also told its citizens to avoid travel-
ling to southeastern Turkey and to stay
away from large crowds-especially in popu-
lar tourist destinations-as well as political
gatherings and rallies.

35,000 suspects arrested
Meanwhile Turkey has arrested more

than 35,000 people over alleged links to
the group run by the US-based preacher
Fethullah Gulen, who is blamed for the
failed July coup, local media reported yes-
terday. Turkish Justice Minister Bekir
Bozdag said the suspects had been placed
under arrest since the attempted putsch
that fell apart within hours, quoted by NTV
broadcaster. Another 3,907 suspects were
still being sought while nearly 26,000 peo-
ple had been released into “judicial con-
trol”, he said.

Some 82,000 individuals had been
investigated in total since the coup bid, he
told the audience on Saturday at a ruling
Justice and Development Party conference
in Afyonkarahisar, western Turkey. Tens of
thousands of people have been suspend-
ed, sacked or detained in the military, judi-
ciary, police, education sector and media in
connection with the July 15 attempted
putsch blamed on Gulen and his Hizmet
(Service) movement.

The unprecedented purge has come
under heavy criticism from Turkey ’s
Western allies, including the European
Union. Brussels has urged Ankara to act
within the rule of law, which Turkey insists
it is. Ankara accuses Gulen of mastermind-
ing the coup, during which a rogue military
faction tried to oust President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan. Gulen-who has lived in self-
imposed exile since 1999 in Pennsylvania-
strongly denies the charges. — AFP 

US warns citizens of ‘attack, 
kidnapping risk’ in Istanbul

PORT-AU-PRINCE: At least 172 inmates escaped a
Haitian prison near the capital Port-au-Prince dur-
ing an armed mutiny, killing one guard and many
escaping with police weapons, local media report-
ed. Le Nouvelliste newspaper quoted Arcahaie
prison manager Heurtelou Paul Colson on Saturday
as saying a guard was shot dead and two other
police officers were wounded. 

One prisoner climbed over a wall and fell to his
death, while two other detainees were wounded
and in hospital.  The prison manager told Le
Nouvelliste that Yvener Carelus, who was serving
time for kidnapping, was the mastermind behind
the escape. He was arrested. “He planned the escape
from the inside with a few accomplices,” Justice
Minister Camille Edouard Junior told the newspaper,
adding that security was being boosted at prisons
across the country.

Human rights activist Pierre Esperance noted that
the prison had housed “a lot of big-name prisoners,
major criminals sentenced for theft, rape, kidnapping,
drug trafficking, etc.” Authorities have launched a man-
hunt for the escapees, with police checking all roads in
the Arcadins coastal zone near Arcahaie prison. “The
government strongly condemns the incidents that
took place at Arcahaie prison, targeted in a mutiny by
heavily armed individuals,” the office of interim Prime
Minister Enex Jean-Charles, who also serves as defense
minister, said in a statement. “Special police units are
on site to secure the area and prevent those responsi-

ble from causing further harm.”
The foreign, justice and interior ministers, along

with top national police officials, visited the prison

after the violence. Jean-Charles asked the justice
minister to “take all necessary measures to remedy
this unacceptable situation,” his office said. — AFP 

172 inmates escape Haiti prison, 2 dead 

HAITI:  A guard lies dead inside the Civil Prison after a jail break in the coastal town of Arcahaiea. — AP


