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VILNIUS: Lithuanians fed up with low wages and a
labor exodus from their Baltic eurozone state
began voting yesterday in a run-off election
expected to dislodge the leftist government. The
first round of the poll, held on October 9, gave the
conservative Homeland Union the slimmest of
leads with 21.70 percent of the vote (22 seats). The
centrist Lithuanian Peasants and Green Union par-
ty (LPGU) won 21.53 percent (21 seats).

The ruling leftists finished third with just 14.42
percent (10 seats), a huge blow for Prime Minister
Algirdas Butkevicius’s Social Democrats. Sixty-
eight of the 141 seats in parliament are up for
grabs yesterday. Three small political parties are
also in the race, signaling complicated coalition
talks in the days ahead.  Candidates have focused
on wage growth and job creation in the country of
2.9 million people, which has been plagued by an
exodus of workers seeking higher wages. Since
Lithuania joined the European Union in 2004, an
estimated 370,000 people have left-nearly half to

Britain, where concern over immigration from
eastern Europe was seen as a key factor in the
shock Brexit vote to leave the bloc.

Jobs are key 
Tipped as the next prime minister, Homeland

Union leader Gabrielius Landsbergis has present-
ed himself as the face of change. The 34-year-old
grandson of Lithuanian independence icon
Vytautas Landsbergis has vowed to fight emigra-
tion by creating jobs, reforming education, boost-
ing exports and foreign investment. He has rallied
support among disillusioned young voters like
Jonas, a biochemistry student in Vilnius.

“I’d like a coalition led by the conservative
Homeland Union... The Social Democrats blew
their chance over the last four years,” he told AFP,
declining to reveal his surname. Butkevicius prom-
ised further hikes in the minimum wage and pub-
lic sector salaries. But analysts say a new labor law
making it easier to hire and fire employees, cou-

pled with allegations of political corruption, have
alienated voters already bitter over low wages and
the labor exodus to western Europe.

Lithuania’s economy shrank by nearly 15 per-
cent during the 2008-9 global financial crisis but
quickly recovered and is slated to expand by 2.5
percent this year. Even so, the average wage of just
over 600 euros ($670) per month after tax is one of
the EU’s lowest, and inequality and poverty remain
comparatively high.

Neck-and-neck 
Analysts also tip the farmer-backed LPGU-cur-

rently outside parliament and led by popular for-
mer national police chief Saulius Skvernelis-as key
players after the vote. Skvernelis, 46, has said his
party was open to coalition talks with both the
conservatives and the Social Democrats. With the
Homeland Union and LPGU likely to stay neck-
and-neck in round two, Vilnius University analyst
Mazvydas Jastramskis points to a possible impasse

ahead. “It won’t be good if both parties win equal
voter support. Both will want to spearhead talks”
to lead the next government, he told AFP. But he
added that non-aligned President Dalia
Grybauskaite could “invite certain party leaders
she would like to see in the coalition to the negoti-
ating table.” Gr ybauskaite has crit icized
Butkevicius while making it known she favors
“changes”.

Russia’s deployment earlier this month of
nuclear-capable Iskander missi les to its
Kaliningrad exclave two weeks ago jangled nerves
in neighboring Lithuania. But reassurance provid-
ed by NATO’s beefed up regional presence-a move
that all major parties approve-means that voters
are more worried about their wallets than security.
A total of 2.5 million citizens are eligible to vote.
Officials pegged turnout at 50.6 percent in round
one. Polls opened at 0400 GMT and close at 1700
GMT, with an early indication of the victors expect-
ed within hours. — AFP 

Lithuania opposition eyes power in run-off election

PHILADELPHIA: Democratic presidential nominee Hillary Clinton attends a campaign event with her running mate Tim Kaine,
October 22, 2016 at Penn Park. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Hillary Clinton bested Donald
Trump in three debates. She leads in many pref-
erence polls of the most competitive states.
Barring a significant shift in the next two weeks,
she is in a strong position to become the first
woman elected US president. But Clinton will
end the campaign still struggling to change the
minds of millions of voters who don’t think well
of her, a glaring liability should the Democratic
nominee move on to the White House. 

While many see her as better prepared to be
commander in chief than Trump, she is consis-
tently viewed unfavorably by more than half of
the country. Most voters also consider her dis-
honest. Clinton’s advisers have spent months
trying to erase that perception. They’ve set up
small events where she had more intimate con-
versations with voters. They’ve tested a seem-
ingly endless stream of messages aimed at
assuring the public that the former secretary of
state was in the race to do more than fulfill her
own political ambitions.

‘Honest and trustworthy’
As Clinton starts making her closing argu-

ment to voters, her team appears to have come
to terms that the mission remains unfulfilled.
“Honest and trustworthy has become our most
talked about metric because it’s not great,” said
Jennifer Palmieri, Clinton’s communications
director. “But we’ve never thought it’s the met-
ric people make a decision on.” If Clinton wins,
that theory may be proven true. Just 36 percent
of voters believe Clinton is honest and trust-

worthy, according to a recent Washington
Post/ABC News poll. 

That’s compared with about 60 percent who
believe she has the qualifications and tempera-
ment to be commander in chief. The public’s
perception of Clinton has bounced up and
down throughout her time in public life. Her
favorability rating fell below 50 percent at times
during her years as first lady, but rose to its high
water mark then and while she was as secretary
of state under President Barack Obama.

Democrats blame some of the current nega-
tive personal perceptions of Clinton on the
hard-charging tactics she’s used to try to dis-
credit Trump, though they believe her sustained
assault on Trump’s character and temperament
has been crucial. Party operatives also say
Trump’s personal attacks on Clinton have made
it all but impossible for more positive messages
to break through. He’s called her a “liar,” a “nasty
woman” and pledged to put her in jail.

“When you’re under relentless assault from a
reality TV star, it’s hard to come out of that with
anybody feeling good about anyone,” said Bill
Burton, a former Obama aide. Still, Clinton’s
advisers acknowledge that some of her trou-
bles have been of her own making, including
her penchant for privacy.

She’s spent nearly the entire campaign
struggling to explain why she used a private
email server in the basement of her home while
she led the State Department. She hid a pneu-
monia diagnosis this fall from nearly all of her
senior staff, then left the public unaware of her

condition and whereabouts for 90 minutes
after the illness caused her to rush out of a
public event in New York.

“She is a politician that does not seek to be
the center of attention and is inherently more
private than most politicians, certainly presi-
dent ia l  candidates,” Palmier i  sa id.  “ That
doesn’t always serve you great in a campaign
for president.”

Worrying transition 
Clinton frequently shoots down questions

about the public’s negative perceptions by say-
ing she’s viewed more positively when she’s
doing a job rather than running for one. There’s
some evidence to back that up. When she ran
for re-election to the Senate from New York in
2006, she won with 67 percent of the vote, a
big jump from the 55 percent share from her
first race in 2000. Her approval rating when she
left the State Department, where her job kept
her out of day-to-day politics, sat at an envi-
able 65 percent,  according to the Pew
Research Center.

But if Clinton is elected president, she won’t
have the luxury she had as secretary of state to
stay away from the political fray -  with
Republicans in Washington in the opposition,
and possibly Trump, too. The businessman
keeps flirting with the idea he could contest the
election results if he loses.  There are also per-
sistent rumors that, if he is loses, he might try to
harness the enthusiasm of his millions of sup-
porters into some type of media venture. — AP 

Victory in sight, Clinton still 

grapples with negative views
Viewed unfavorably by more than half of the country

LAS VEGAS: UNLV students relaxing in their
dorms got an unexpected knock on their doors
Saturday afternoon from Katy Perry, who was
roaming the halls and drumming up support
for Hillary Clinton on the first day of early vot-
ing in Nevada. The singer famous for songs like
“Teenage Dream” and “Waking up in Vegas”
was met with squeals and requests for selfies
from the students. She sported bright red lip-
stick that matched her high heels and a T-shirt
emblazoned with the phrase “Nasty Woman,”
which has become a rallying cry for Clinton
supporters after Donald Trump uttered it dur-
ing Wednesday’s presidential debate. 

“We’re out here campaigning for Hillary
Clinton. Ever heard of her?” she told a trio of
young women after they invited her and a
crowd of reporters into their dorm room.
“Because there’s no other alternative. We need
our issues heard, we need our bodies taken care
of, we need all that choice.”

She encouraged one student she met who
might have to drop out of the school to stay the
course, telling her she’d been through her own
troubles after being dropped from record labels
three times. And she told about her own finan-
cial problems at 17 when she couldn’t buy a bag
of chips without getting an overdraft charge.

Perry followed up the surprise round of can-
vassing with a short outdoor rally on campus
alongside Nevada Democratic Senate hopeful
Catherine Cortez Masto. Perry didn’t sing any of
her songs to the crowd of a few hundred peo-
ple, although they blared over the loudspeakers

while she greeted fans afterward.
Polls show both the presidential and US

Senate races are close in Nevada. Experts say
races like Cortez Masto’s will ride on turnout -
the majority of which is expected to come dur-
ing Nevada’s two-week early voting period.
Democrats have been parading out a steady
stream of stars to build excitement for the early

voting period that tends to favor their party.
They hosted the Mexican band Los Tigres del
Norte after Wednesday’s debate and President
Barack Obama yesterday. Saturday’s stop wasn’t
the first time Perry has campaigned for
Democrats in Nevada. She did a rally in Las
Vegas for Barack Obama in 2012 wearing a dress
decorated like a ballot. — AP 

Katy Perry visits UNLV dorms to  

urge students to vote Clinton

BOSTON: Tim Kaine is sounding a hopeful
note that a Democratic White House could
work with Republicans to bridge deep
divides laid bare by this bitter presidential
campaign. The vice presidential candidate
told The Associated Press on Saturday that
he and Hillary Clinton have already spoken
about how to heal the nation if they should
win. He said tackling economic anxieties,
finding common policy ground with the
GOP and perhaps bringing Republicans into
the administration would be elements of
unity, though he added that he and Clinton
did not discuss Cabinet positions.

“We have not run this campaign as a
campaign against the GOP with the big
broad brush - we’ve run it against Donald
Trump,” Kaine said. He predicted: “We’re
going to get a lot of Republican votes and
that will also be part of, right out of the gate,
the way to bring folks back together.”
Clinton’s campaign has been preparing for
the possibility that Trump won’t concede the
election if he loses, based on his assertions
that the contest is rigged. Kaine said he has-
n’t talked with Clinton about that scenario.

A self-described underdog, Kaine said
he only recently began acknowledging the
real possibility of victory. He’s hired Wayne
Turnage, a former chief of staff, as his tran-
sition director and is considering issues
he’d pursue as vice president. “It’s probably

only been in the last couple of weeks that
I’ve started to think about, OK, the prospect
of winning is such that we better start
doing some thinking about practicalities,”
Kaine said.

Trusted relationships 
As vice president, Kaine said he would

hope to be central in forging relationships
between the administration and mayors
and governors. Kaine served as the mayor
of Richmond and governor of Virginia
before winning his Senate seat in 2012. He
also wants to help shape US policy in Latin
and South America, due to his fluency in
Spanish and experience as a missionary in
Honduras. Kaine still remains somewhat of
an outsider in Clinton’s world. She has
developed trusted relationships with sever-
al aides over decades and Kaine is a new
addition to the mix.

He’s at times been out of the loop on
major developments, such as not knowing
about Clinton’s pneumonia diagnosis in
September until days later. The two cam-
paign together infrequently, but communi-
cate by text message, email and phone.
Sometimes they talk every few days, but it
could be as infrequent as once a week, Kaine
said. Their scheduled joint appearance in
Pennsylvania on Saturday was their first
event together since Labor Day. — AP 

Kaine says Clinton will 

try to work with GOP

LAS VEGAS: Singer Katy Perry covers the peephole of a dorm room door after knocking on it
while canvassing for Democratic presidential nominee Hillary Clinton in a dorm at UNLV. — AP 

NEW YORK: Same-sex marriage is now
the law of the land, but there are other
battlegrounds related to civil rights and
nondiscrimination protections for les-
bians, gays, bisexuals and transgender
people. Two polarizing questions: What
sort of access should transgender people
have to public bathrooms? And are the
advances for LGBT rights infringing on the
religious freedom of some Americans?

Where they stand
Hillary Clinton is a staunch supporter

of LGBT rights; she has endorsed the
Equality Act, a proposed federal law that
would provide comprehensive protec-
tions against discrimination on the basis
of sexual orientation and gender identity.

Donald Trump says he would be a bet-
ter president for gays than Clinton, yet
major LGBT-rights groups strongly
oppose him. Among the reasons: He has
balked at endorsing same-sex marriage,
his evangelical advisory board has
included prominent opponents of
advances in LGBT rights and running
mate Mike Pence, Indiana’s governor, last
year signed a law that critics said would
allow businesses to deny service to gay
people for religious reasons.

Why it matters
Whoever wins the presidency can only

do so much to influence national LGBT-
rights policies, unless, perhaps, if the win-
ner’s party sweeps control of Congress.
The proposed Equality Act is unlikely to
advance through a Republican-con-
trolled House, even if Clinton wins. And
the nationwide legality of same-sex mar-
riage is unlikely to be threatened, though
some conservatives cling to hopes that a
Supreme Court reconfigured by Trump
appointees might reverse the 2015 ruling
extending that right to all 50 states.

On some fronts, however, the out-
come of the presidential race could have
a major impact - for example, in how
aggressively federal agencies work to
expand LGBT rights. Clinton would prob-
ably maintain or intensify the Obama

administration’s efforts to bolster trans-
gender rights. This could mean pressure
on school districts to let transgender stu-
dents use school bathrooms based on
their gender identity.

Some transgender students have
become activists on this issue, saying
they face harassment and discomfort if
forced to use bathrooms on the basis of
the sex on their birth certificate. There’s
also the matter of judicial appointments.
Thus far, federal judges have generally
been unsympathetic to arguments that
certain types of anti-LGBT discrimination
are permissible if in accordance with a
person’s religious beliefs. Trump has told
conservatives he’d place a high priority
on religious liberty and would seek to
protect Christians from having to violate
their beliefs. Among the types of cases in
question: Whether wedding photogra-
phers or bakers who oppose same-sex
marriage should be penalized for refus-
ing to provide services for a same-sex
wedding.

At the state level, the election could
have important repercussions for LGBT
issues. In North Carolina, for example, the
Democratic candidate for governor,
Attorney General Roy Cooper, opposes a
law curtailing LGBT rights that was
signed by his election opponent, incum-
bent Republican Gov Pat McCrory. That
law - which includes restrictions on trans-
gender people’s bathroom access - has
been the target of an expansive protest
campaign.

In Indiana, Pence’s decision to forgo a
second term to run for vice president
boosts Democratic hopes of winning the
race for governor. The Democratic candi-
date, former House Speaker John Gregg,
has vowed to push for full LGBT civil rights
if elected; at present Indiana is one of 28
states with no statewide nondiscrimina-
tion protections for gays and lesbians. In
Kentucky, there’s an intriguing US Senate
race matching incumbent Republican
Rand Paul, who failed in his presidential
bid, against Democrat Jim Gray, the open-
ly gay mayor of Lexington.  — AP 
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