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Adasani slammed the so-called achievements of the
dissolved Assembly, saying its achievement was very
modest, reminding that the Assembly had scrapped his
grilling against the prime minister.

In the meantime, the administrative court is due to
look today into the case of former MP Abdulhameed

Dashti, whose request to file for nomination was rejected
because he is not in the country. Dashti has been sen-
tenced to over 30 years in jail for insulting Saudi Arabia
and Bahrain and has been living outside Kuwait since
March. His elder son tried to submit his nomination
papers on Saturday, but the election department reject-
ed his request. He filed a case in court, which will start
hearing it today.

Ghanem files for re-election, welcomes...
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the labor market and the civil service system; and sixth,
legislative and institutional reforms.

“The document is the fruit of interagency cooperation
involving not only the ministry of finance but all govern-
ment departments. The state departments started imple-
menting the measures to rationalize expenditure, which
led to saving up to KD 900 million a year and cutting the
budget deficit from the initially-projected KD 6.6 billion to
KD 4.6 billion,” Saleh revealed.

Asked about aid provided by Kuwait to friendly coun-
tries over the last 15 years, he said Kuwait Fund for Arab
Economic Development (KFAED) offers loans at low inter-
est rates. “The assistance being offered by the Kuwait gov-
ernment represents only three percent of the budget,” he
said, adding that the government started putting caps on
the budgets of various state departments two years ago.

The minister highlighted the need for the new National
Assembly to endorse the document and maintain cooper-
ation with the government. Saleh noted that despite the
inability of the government to get parliamentary approval
of some decisions such as the hike in electricity tariffs, the
relationship between the executive and the legislative
authorities was mainly marked by cooperation.

“The legislative authority, backed by the confidence of
the people, and the executive authority, backed by the

confidence of His Highness the Amir, were able to reach
compromise on the fuel price rise. Article 50 of the consti-
tution provides for such cooperation in order to serve the
public interests, particularly the interests of middle-
income people,” the minister pointed out.

On the state budget for FY 2016-2017 passed by the
recently-dissolved parliament, Saleh said it is projected on
the assumption that the oil prices will range around $56
per barrel, thus striking a balance between revenues and
expenditure. Asked whether oil prices could hit $65 next
year, the minister voiced hope that the meeting of oil min-
isters of the GCC states and Russia in Riyadh will lead to
ratcheting the prices to $50-60 in the coming 15 months.

Higher prices encourage investors in the oil industry,
whether companies or states, to pump more funds into oil
exploration, which in turn leads to more supply. He noted
that the volume of investments in oil explorations and pro-
duction went down by 26 percent in 2015 and 2016 due to
low prices, expecting the same rate of decline to continue
next year. Kuwait’s five-year plan envisages huge projects
in the field of exploration, but such explorations take a rel-
atively long time to yield fruit and reach the stage of pro-
duction, he explained.

Nevertheless, Saleh affirmed that the Kuwaiti economy
has a bright outlook given the ambitious reforms, noting
that other GCC economies have adopted similar reformist
measures. — KUNA 
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With Iraq involved in an offensive to retake the city of
Mosul from the Islamic State jihadist group, its biggest
military operation in years, one politician argued that
the law sent the wrong message.

“This is a victory for the ideology of Daesh (IS),” said
Haidar Al-Mullah, a politician from the Al-Arabiya
alliance. “At a time when all the efforts of the Iraqi peo-
ple are focused on fighting Daesh terrorists, a team of
Islamist politicians in parliament gifted Daesh a victory,”
he said. “They are suppressing other beliefs, violating
the freedom to practice other traditions and turning
their backs on the constitution,” Mullah told AFP.

Alcohol is rarely offered in restaurants and hotels in
Iraq, but consumption is relatively widespread, especial-
ly in Baghdad. Iraq also has companies that produce
various types of alcohol, such as Farida beer or Asriya
arak (a regional anise-flavored spirit). Yonadam Kanna, a
leading Christian politician, was furious after the vote
on Saturday and went on television to condemn it and
also to vow to challenge it in a federal court.

Many Iraqis also took to social media to ridicule their
lawmakers. On his Facebook page, Hussein Al-Ameri
replied to Mahmud Al-Hassan, one of the MPs who took
credit for the passing of the law, and “congratulated”
him. “Yes, that was one of the most important laws to
focus on after eradicating unemployment, terrorism,
corruption and terrorism,” he wrote. In a jab at parlia-
ment, which has a reputation for being one of the hubs
of corruption in the country, another Facebook user,
Hammoudi Mohammed asked: “Drinking is un-Islamic
but stealing is OK?”

In Baghdad’s Bataween neighborhood, one of the
capital’s oldest districts now best known for prostitution
and crime, Saad Amir shook his head as he rested
against the cart from which he sells food on the street.

“Drinking is better than turning to drugs... There seems
to be a decision to wreck this country. Parliament
should review this decision,” he said. Kanna also predict-
ed that a ban on alcohol, if enforced, would lead to a
rise in drug abuse, which is already a growing problem
in areas such as Basra, where alcohol is harder to find
than in Baghdad.

Maysoun Al-Damaluji, another member of parlia-
ment, was appalled. “What bankruptcy! Not only was
this law passed without a proper vote count, the article
was sneaked into a law on another issue and the only
people it will serve are those running the black market,”
she said.

Ammar Toma, an MP who voted in support of the
ban, argued that it was the constitution that made it
illegal to sell, produce or import alcoholic drinks. “The
constitution says you cannot approve a law that goes
against Islam,” he told AFP, referring to an article stating
that “no law that contradicts the established provisions
of Islam may be established”. Toma, a Shiite MP from the
Fadhila party, rejected Kanna’s assessment and said “the
effects of alcohol on society are great, and include dep-
ravation, terrorism and social problems. As for the peo-
ple who will lose their jobs, new jobs can be found for
them,” he said without elaborating.

Christian lawmaker Joseph Slaiwa said the “unjust”
ban was slipped into a draft law regulating the income
of municipal authorities without lawmakers being noti-
fied. The original article only called for imposing taxes
on liquor stores and restaurants serving liquor, he said.
“This ban is unconstitutional, as the constitution
acknowledges the rights of non-Muslim minorities and
ethnic groups who live alongside Muslims in Iraq,” he
said. “To those Muslim lawmakers I say: Take care of your
religion and leave ours for us, we know how to deal
with it.” He said some lawmakers will submit an appeal
at the High Federal Court. — Agencies 

Iraq booze ban sparks backlash

Families row boats on Rawal Lake on the outskirts of Islamabad yesterday. Lake View Park, alongside the Rawal Lake, has become a favorite picnic spot for Pakistani and foreign tourists. - AP 

ALEPPO: Clashes and air strikes shook the Syrian city of Aleppo yesterday,
as heavy fighting resumed after the end of a three-day ceasefire declared
by government ally Russia. The unilateral ceasefire ended without any
evacuations by the UN, which had hoped to bring wounded civilians out
of the rebel-held east and deliver aid after weeks of government bom-
bardment and a three-month siege. An AFP correspondent in the east of
the city reported fresh air strikes on rebel-held neighborhoods and the
sound of fighting yesterday afternoon.

The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said strikes and artillery fire
hit eastern districts yesterday after heavy clashes overnight along the front
line that divides the city’s government-held west from the east. Rebel
shelling also hit two western neighborhoods yesterday, the Britain-based
monitor said. The Observatory late on Saturday had reported the first air
strikes since Moscow announced a temporary halt in the Syrian army’s
Russian-backed offensive to recapture the east of the city.

It said at least three people were wounded in artillery fire on the east of
the city, while rebels fired a barrage of rockets and mortar shells on a gov-
ernment-held neighborhood. Government forces and allied fighters,
meanwhile, had advanced on the southern outskirts of Aleppo, the
Observatory said on Sunday, seizing territory overlooking the rebel-held
areas of Rashideen and Khan Tuman. The fighting killed at least 20 fight-
ers, mostly from the former Al-Qaeda affiliate, the Fateh al-Sham Front, the
monitor said.

UN Evacuation Plan Fails 
The ceasefire was intended to allow civilians and rebels to leave the

east. The army had opened eight evacuation corridors, but only a handful
of civilians were reported to have crossed through a single passage.
Russian officials and Syrian state media accused rebels of preventing peo-
ple from leaving and using civilians as “human shields”. Nearly 500 people
have been killed and more then 2,000 wounded since the Syrian army
launched a September 22 operation to recapture eastern Aleppo.

The United Nations had hoped to use the “humanitarian pause” to
evacuate seriously wounded people and possibly deliver aid. But a UN
official said on Saturday the requisite security guarantees had once again

not been received. “You have various parties to the conflict and those with
influence and they all have to be on the same page on this and they are
not,” said David Swanson, a spokesman for the UN humanitarian office.

No aid has entered Aleppo since July 7 and UN chief Ban Ki-moon has
warned food rations will run out by the end of the month. The UN had
asked Moscow to consider extending the pause until Monday evening,
but there was no indication from Russia that it would.

US Slams Regime ‘Defiance’ 
Russia is a key ally of Syria’s government and began a military interven-

tion in support of President Bashar Al-Assad in September last year.
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said in an interview aired on Saturday
that the intervention was meant to “liberate” Syria and keep Assad in pow-
er. “Either Assad is in Damascus, or Al-Nusra is,” he said, referring to Fateh
al-Sham’s name before it broke with Al-Qaeda. “There is no third option
here.”

Elsewhere, at least two people were wounded on Sunday when a
bomb strapped to a motorbike exploded in the northeastern city of
Hasakeh, the Observatory said. The blast in a Kurdish-controlled district is
one of a series to have hit the city, most claimed by the Islamic State
group. More than 300,000 people have been killed in Syria and more than
half of the country’s population displaced since the conflict began in
March 2011 with anti-government protests.

French Foreign Minister Jean-Marc Ayrault yesterday urged the interna-
tional community to “do everything” to end the “massacre” in Aleppo and
resume efforts to reach a political agreement. “We cannot come to a nego-
tiation under the bombs,” he said. On Saturday, the White House con-
demned the Syrian regime’s “defiance” of international law after UN
experts said the army was responsible for a chemical weapons attack in
March 2015. It was the third chemical weapons attack the UN panel has
attributed to government forces. “We condemn in the strongest possible
terms the Assad regime’s defiance of the longstanding global norm
against chemical weapons use,” said US National Security Council
spokesman Ned Price. — AFP 
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as ceasefire expires
WASHINGTON: Republican presidential
candidate Donald Trump will “100 per-
cent” accept the results of the US elec-
tion if it is fair, his son Eric Trump said yes-
terday. “I think what my father is saying is,
‘I want a fair election,’” Eric Trump said on
ABC’s “This Week”. “If it’s a fair outcome,
he will absolutely accept it. There’s no
question about that.” Trump campaign
manager Kellyanne Conway acknowl-
edged yesterday that Trump trails rival
Hillary Clinton in national and key battle
ground state opinion polls.

“We are behind,” she said on NBC’s
“Meet the Press,” adding that Clinton had
“tremendous advantages”, including a
larger campaign war chest that she can
use to buy television commercials. As the
polling gap has widened, Trump has
repeatedly said the election is being
“rigged” against him. He has not offered
evidence and numerous studies have
shown that the US election system,
which is decentralized and run by the
states, is sound.

At last week’s debate with Clinton,
Trump challenged a cornerstone of
American democracy by refusing to com-
mit to honoring the result of the US elec-
tion. “What I’m saying is that I will tell you
at the time. I’ll keep you in suspense.
OK?” Trump said. In the aftermath of the
debate, Trump said he would accept the
election outcome “if I win”. The latest
Reuters/Ipsos poll released on Friday has
Trump trailing Clinton by 4 percentage
point. The latest Reuters/Ipsos States of
the Nation project found Clinton with a
95 percent chance of winning the need-
ed 270 Electoral College votes.

An ABC News poll released yesterday
morning had Clinton leading with 50
percent of likely support, compared to
Trump at 38 percent. The poll found a
that the number of Republicans said they
were likely to vote fell 7 percent from
mid-October. Conway, also was pressed
yesterday on CNN’s “State of the Union”
on whether Trump would accept the
election results. “The system is rigged,
especially against the little guy,” said
Conway without directly responding to
the question. She spoke of any chal-
lenges to the election results as “hypo-
thetical”.

The efforts by members of Trump’s
inner circle to downplay his remarks
about the integrity of the election indi-
cate he would come under significant
pressure to accept the result if he were to
lose. Republican Party Chairman Reince
Priebus said that by asking Trump to
agree to concede, the media was making
an extraordinary request. He said Trump
would only fight if the election were
close and is not trying to dispute a fair
election. “That’s not quite what he’s say-
ing. What he’s saying is he wants to
reserve all options and if there is ground
for a recount I’ll reserve all options,”
Priebus said on CBS’s “Face The Nation”.

Clinton and Trump were campaigning
yesterday in the key swing states of
Florida and North Carolina, where the lat-
est polls show they are within only a few
points of each other. Yesterday, Trump
picked up his first endorsement of the
general election from a major newspaper
when the Las Vegas Review backed his
candidacy. — Reuters 
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