
STOCKHOLM: Former US Open champion Juan Martin del
Potro clinched his first ATP title in almost three years
with a 7-5, 6-1 victory over American Jack Sock in yes-
terday’s final in Stockholm. The Argentine, who won
at Flushing Meadows in 2009 before suffering a series
of wrist injuries that pushed him to the brink of retire-
ment, needed just over an hour and a quarter to beat
sixth-seeded Sock. Del Potro, runner-up to Andy
Murray in the Olympic final in Rio in August, last
played a tour final in Sydney in January 2014, when
he beat home favourite Bernard Tomic 6-3, 6-1. The
world number 63 played just six tournaments
across 2014 and 2015 but has gradually rediscov-
ered the form that once enabled him to reach
fourth in the world. The 28-year-old helped his
country defeat Murray’s Great Britain in this
year’s Davis Cup semi-finals and will seek to lead
Argentina to their first title against Croatia next
month. —AFP
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MONTREAL: Wayne Gretzky, the all-time National  Hockey
League scoring leader, returned to the ice in an Edmonton
Oilers jersey Saturday at age 55 for an outdoor alumni game
against Winnipeg.  The Canadian legend was among a host of
retired standouts who took the ice for the Oilers and
Winnipeg Jets in an exhibition game ahead of Sunday’s NHL
Heritage Classic between the current editions of the Jets and
Oilers at the home stadium of the Canadian Football League’s
Winnipeg Blue Bombers.  The Jets won 6-5 as Winnipeg’s
Teemu Selanne, the 46-year-old Finnish Flash who ended his
career in 2014, scored on a penalty shot against Edmonton’s
Curtis Joseph with three seconds remaining. Selanne had two
goals and three assists. “What a great experience,” Gretzky
said. “We had a wonderful day, just enjoyed playing the game.”
Gretzky, who retired in 1999 with records of 894 goals and
1,963 assists, led the Oilers to four Stanley Cups before being
traded to Los Angeles in 1988.  He later played for the St. Louis
Blues and New York Rangers.  But he lamented not playing
better, complaining, “I stink.—AFP
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AUSTIN: Renault have allowed an option on Danish Formula One driver Kevin
Magnussen to lapse as media speculation swirls around who could get the sec-

ond seat at the team next year alongside Nico Hulkenberg. “The
option that Renault has on me was extended by two weeks

but it’s run out. I’m a free agent,” Magnussen told Reuters
after qualifying at the US Grand Prix on Saturday. “I’m
very hopeful I can stay with this team. I think they are
one of the teams that can fight for world championships
in the future...but only time will tell.” Magnussen or
British team mate Jolyon Palmer, or possibly both, will

leave at the end of the season after Renault last week
announced Germany’s Hulkenberg was joining from Force

India. The second seat is the only one still open at a manu-
facturer-owned team and there are a number of potential

candidates including Manor Racing’s 20-year-old French
rookie Esteban Ocon. Finnish driver Valtteri Bottas has also

been mentioned in speculation although he is expect-
ed to stay at Williams. —Reuters

Magnussen, Palmer 

await Renault fate

Del Potro wins 

first ATP title 

Group picture of officials and winners in men category.

Afrah Adel, Duaij Al-Otaibi, Fatima Mansour, Amina Ismail. Shahad and Sarah Al-Hawal.

From left Information Minister, State Minister for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-
Sabah, Eng Duaij Al-Otaibi with board members of KSSC.

Group picture of officials and winners in women category.

Sheikha Al-Rashidi.

HH the Crown Prince shooting tourney concludes

Strong competition from shooters as participants reach over 300
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Information Minister, State Minister
for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-
Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah represented HH
the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah at the closing ceremony of
Crown Prince Annual Shooting Tournament
which came to conclusion on Saturday
evening.

The closing ceremony was also attended
by President of Arab and Kuwait Shooting
Federations Eng. Duaij Khalaf Al-Otaibi,
Deputy Chairman of Kuwait Shooting Sport
Club Mohammad Mustafa Karam, Arab and
Kuwait Shooting Federations Secretary
General Obaid Munahi Al-Osaimi, KSSC
Treasures Essa Butaiban, Assistant Secretary

Eng. Mohammad Al-Ghurba, Assistant
Treasurer Adnan Al-Ibrahim and Board mem-
bers Dr. Nedal Al-Asem and Eng Hussam Al-
Roumi.

In his closing speech Eng. Duaij Al-Otaibi
welcomed those present ,  adding that
shooting club looks forward to organize this
tournament annually which is dear to all
Kuwait shooters, adding that this year ’s
tournament saw the participation of shoot-
ers from Bahrain and UAE along with the
club, National Guard, Police and military
shooters as the number of par ticipants
reached over 300 competing in the Olympic
shotgun, rifle, pistol and archery. He added
that the tournament saw strong competi-
tion from all shooters who were seeking to
win as it carries a dear name to all shooters

and opens the shooting sport’s season.
Eng. Al-Otaibi said the distinguished

achievements made by Kuwait shooting by
Kuwait’s Olympic wins by Double Trap Shooter
Fuhaid Al-Daihani and Skeet Shooter Abdallah
Al-Rashidi during the Rio de Janeiro 2016
Olympics contributed to adding to achieve-
ments made by Kuwait in various fields. He
said Kuwait shooting once again appreciates
the great support of HH the Amir, HH the
crown Prince and HH the Prime Minister to the
athletes in general and shooters in particular.

Representative of HH the Crown Prince
then distributed winners cups and prizes as
follows:
Zaid Dakil Al-Mutairi in the skeet event
Tami Al-Rashidi in Trap,

Hamad Al-Afasi in the double Trap,
Sheikha Al-Rashidi in the women skeet,
Sarah al-Hawal in the women trap,
Ali Saad Al-Mutairi  in the 10m air pistol,
Abdallah Al-Harby in the 10m air rifle,
Khalid Al-Subaie in the 50m rifle,
Abdallah Al-Harby in the three position 50
m rifle,
Hamad Al-Namshan in the 50 m pistol,
Heba Erzouqi in the 10m women air rifle,
Israa Bahman in the 10m women air pistol,
Bader al-Mutairi in the Olympic archery,
Ahmad Al-Shatti in the compound archery
and Shaheen Kiti in the junior’s Olympic
archery.

Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem  Al-Humoud
Al-Sabah said following the ceremony said he
was honored to represent HH the crown

prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah at the closing ceremony of this annual
tournament. He said the shooting club is one
of the clubs that overcame hurdles and diffi-
culties in Olympic and international events,
and HH the Crown Prince paternal care result-
ed in making the achievements that placed
Kuwait’s name in prominence .

Sheikh Salman thanked the club for the
good organization and the success of intro-
ducing juniors who are the future of any sport
including shooting, and we hope that they
develop their plans and programs to continue
their winning ways. He said a decision was tak-
en in this regard at the Public Authority for
Sports to support KSSC and the disabled club
so that they become an example for the rest of
sports entities. 


