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WASHINGTON: Australia’s Ben
Simmons, last June’s NBA Draft top pick
now sidelined by a fractured right foot,
is part of a global initiative aimed at
reviving the NBA’s woeful Philadelphia
76ers.

Alongside fellow NBA newcomers
Joel Embiid of Cameroon and Dario Saric
of Croatia, Simmons will be called upon
to help advance the fortunes of a club
that went an NBA-worst 10-72 last sea-
son, barely beating the all-time worst
full-season record of 9-73 set by
Philadelphia’s 1972-73 squad.

Just four seasons after winning just
nine games, the 76ers made a run to the
1977 NBA Finals. A decade after the
NBA’s worst-ever season, they were
league champions. It’s that magic the

Sixers seek to repeat as new young tal-
ent matures.

In the 33 seasons since the 1983
crown, the 76ers reached the finals only
in 2001, losing to the Los Angeles Lakers.
Over the past 13 seasons, they have won
only one playoff series. They haven’t
reached the playoffs since the labor-dis-
pute shortened 2012 campaign. They
haven’t had a winning 82-game season
since 2004-05.

So it’s no wonder that Simmons, who
broke his right small toe September 30
in the 76ers’ last training camp scrim-
mage, had a update posted on
Instagram that sounds like the same sort
of message the team needs.

“Turning a negative into a positive is
never easy,” Simmons wrote. “Thanks to

everyone for the support and love.
Looking forward to coming back
stronger and better.”

Sixers coach Brett Brown said that
Simmons is in a walking boot and con-
ducts his rehabilitation work in the
team’s training complex, emphasizing
learning about the NBA, improving his
health and working on his shooting.

“There’s a portion that is education,
where we will sit and show him different
things on tape and educate him in the
league. It’s classroom stuff,” Brown said.

“And then there’s stuff where he will
sit in a chair and get his elbow under the
ball until he can actually stand, where
we have a chance to help grow his shot.”

In an NBA general managers poll, 70
percent said that in five years, Simmons

will be regarded as the top player from
this year’s NBA rookie class.

Embiid, Saric adjust to NBA 
The 76ers have barely said hello to

Embiid, the 22-year-old, 7-foot (2.13m)
center they selected third in the 2014
draft, but he has scored 10.3 points and
grabbed 5.5 rebounds a game in pre-
season play.

“As far as game shape wise, I’m not
100 percent,” Embiid said. “I still get tired.
In practice, we’ve got to work on that.”

Embiid says he is quickly adjusting to
the NBA’s speed and physical style.
“When I look out on the floor, I don’t see
him take plays off,” Brown said.  “He’s
really trying to push himself. I feel like he
is on path to arrive on opening night in a

really good place.”
Saric, 22, was taken 12th by Orlando

in the 2014 NBA Draft but played in
Turkey the past two seasons before sign-
ing with the 76ers in July. He is averag-
ing 8.4 points and 4.0 rebounds in NBA
pre-season games.

Saric seeks consistency after shooting
9-of-13 in two pre-season games, then
going 2-for-19 until making his last three
in a row.

“I rush the last couple games,” Saric
said. “Maybe because I’m still young, I
tried to maybe show the people I can
shoot, I can play maybe because I’m a
little so excited to show everything.
Maybe I need to slow down, step-by-
step, and if I do that, I think everything
will be fine.”— AFP

Aussie Simmons part of global revival plan for 76ers

Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS  
St. Louis 4 1 1 19 15 9    
Minnesota 3 1 1 16 13 7    
Colorado 3 2 0 16 16 6    
Chicago 3 3 0 23 22 6    
Dallas 2 2 1 14 16 5    
Winnipeg 2 2 0 14 16 4    
Nashville 2 3 0 15 15 4    

Pacific Division
Vancouver 4 0 1 13 10 9    
Edmonton 4 1 0 20 16 8    
San Jose 3 3 0 14 18 6    
Los Angeles 2 3 0 14 18 4    
Anaheim 1 3 1 10 14 3    
Calgary 1 4 1 18 27 3    
Arizona 1 3 0 12 18 2    

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Montreal 4 0 1 20 9 9    
Tampa Bay 4 1 0 17 14 8    
Detroit 4 2 0 20 15 8    
Florida 3 1 1 16 12 7    
Boston 3 2 0 15 13 6    
Ottawa 3 2 0 18 20 6    
Toronto 1 1 3 18 19 5    
Buffalo 1 2 1 11 12 3    

Metropolitan Division
Washington 3 1 1 13 10 7    
Pittsburgh 3 2 1 13 19 7    
NY Rangers 3 2 0 19 14 6    
Philadelphia 2 2 1 19 19 5    
New Jersey 2 2 1 8 9 5    
Columbus 2 2 0 11 11 4    
NY Islanders 2 3 0 12 14 4    
Carolina 1 2 2 16 20 4    
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the standings
and are not included in the loss column (L).

NHL results/standings

Chicago 5, Toronto 4 (SO); Montreal 4, Boston 2; Tampa Bay 4,
Ottawa 1; Detroit 3, San Jose 0; Florida 5, Colorado 2; New Jersey 2,
Minnesota 1 (OT ); Philadelphia 6, Carolina 3; NY Rangers 4,
Washington 2; Nashville 5, Pittsburgh 1; Columbus 3, Dallas 0; Los
Angeles 4, Vancouver 3 (SO); St. Louis 6, Calgary 4.

DETROIT: San Jose Sharks defenseman Marc-Edouard Vlasic (44) defends Detroit Red Wings center Andreas Athanasiou (72) in the first period of an NHL hockey game in
Detroit, Saturday. — AP

DETROIT: Jimmy Howard made 30 saves and
Gustav Nyquist scored twice, helping the Detroit
Red Wings beat the San Jose Sharks 3-0 on
Saturday night. Andreas Athanasiou also scored
for Detroit, which won its fourth straight after
losing its first two games of the season. San Jose
goalie Martin Jones stopped 29 shots. The Sharks
have lost three of four. Howard got his 23rd
career shutout and his first this season. Nyquist
scored twice in the second period to give Detroit
a 2-0 lead.

FLYERS 6, HURRICANES 3
Jakub Voracek scored twice and the Flyers

pulled away from the road-weary Hurricanes.
Wayne Simmonds and Shayne Gostisbehere
each had a goal and an assist, and the Flyers won
for the first time at home this season and
snapped a three-game winless streak. Brandon
Manning and Matt Read also scored for the
Flyers. Steve Mason made 27 saves for his first
win of the season. Justin Faulk, Jordan Staal and
Lee Stempniak scored for the Hurricanes, who
fell to 1-2-2 on the fifth stop of their season-
opening six-game road trip. Eddie Lack made 21
saves.

CANADIENS 4, BRUINS 2
Carey Price stopped 19 shots in his second

start, and Brendan Gallagher and Phillip Danault
each had second-period goals to lift the
Canadiens to a win over the Bruins. Price, playing
just his second game after a bout with the flu at
the start of the season, missed most of last sea-
son with a right knee injury. He won his season
debut, stopping 27 shots against Arizona on
Thursday. Torrey Mitchell and Paul Byron also
scored for Montreal, which has not lost in regula-
tion through its first five games (4-0-1). Byron’s
goal was short-handed. Dominic Moore and
Ryan Spooner scored for Boston, which is winless
in its last nine games at home against its long-
time rivals. Backup goalie Anton Khudobin made
25 saves.

PREDATORS 5, PENGUINS 1
Kevin Fiala and Viktor Arvidsson scored two

goals each to lead the injiury-riddled Predators
to a victory over the defending champion
Penguins. Calle Jarnkrok also scored and P.K.
Subban and Filip Forsberg each added two
assists for Nashville. Juuse Saros had 34 shots for
his first NHL victory as the Predators snapped a
three-game skid. Scott Wilson scored early in the
first period for Pittsburgh. Marc-Andre Fleury
gave up the five goals on 23 shots through the
first two periods before being replaced by Mike
Condon, who stopped all seven shots he faced in
the third. Arvidsson tied the score on the power
play at 3:08 of the first period, and Fiola started a
four-goal second with his first of the season at
2:26.

BLUE JACKETS 3, STARS 0
Sergei Bobrovsky made 32 saves in his 13th

career shutout and the Blue Jackets beat the
Stars. The Blue Jackets won their second game in
two nights after losing their first two games of
the season. Dallas is 0-1-1 in the last two games,
both at home. Josh Anderson, Scott Hartnell and
Matt Calvert scored for Columbus. Anderson’s
goal came at 16:04 of the second period. Boone
Jenner passed across the goal mouth and
Anderson tapped in the puck from the left side
before Dallas goalie Kari Lehtonen could slide
back into position. Hartnell scored at 9:02 of the
third period. Calvert added an empty-net goal
with 1:12 to play. Columbus has won seven of the
last 10 games between the teams. Bobrovsky is 8-
1-1 in his career vs. Dallas Lehtonen had 23 saves.

RANGERS 4, CAPITALS 2
Rookie Jimmy Vesey scored the tying and go-

ahead goals 3 minutes apart in the second peri-
od to lead the Rangers to a victory over the
Capitals. Rick Nash scored a late empty-net goal
and had an assist as New York won its sixth game
in eight visits to Washington. Brandon Pirri also
scored in a three-goal second period that began
the Rangers’ comeback from two goals down en
route to their first road win. Alex Ovechkin
scored his third goal of the season to give
Washington a 2-0 lead in the first.  Lars Eller
added his first goal as a member of the Capitals,
who had a three-game win streak snapped and
failed to earn at least a point for the first time this
season. New York’s Henrik Lundqvist made 26
saves. Braden Holtby stopped 22 shots for
Washington.

BLACHAWKS 5, MAPLE LEAFS 4, SO
Jonathan Toews and Artemi Panarin scored in

the shootout to give the Blackhawks a win over
the Maple Leafs after Chicago came back with
two late goals to force overtime. Artem Anisimov
scored his second goal of the game on a
rebound with 2:28 left to cut it to 4-3, then
Richard Panik knocked in a loose puck in front of
the goal 60 seconds later. Anisimov connected as
Blackhawks goalie Scott Darling was heading to
the bench for an extra attacker. Darling was on
the bench when Panik tied it. Toronto rookie
William Nylander scored twice for his first multi-
goal game, with his second goal putting the
Maple Leafs ahead 4-2 early in the third. But
Toronto blew a lead in the final period for the
third straight game and failed again to win at
Chicago for the first time since February 2003.

PANTHERS 5, AVALANCHE 2
Shane Harper scored his first two NHL goals

to lift the Panthers over the Avalanche. Vincent
Trocheck and Jonathan Marchessault each had a
goal and an assist and Aaron Ekblad also scored
a goal for the Panthers while Roberto Luongo
made 26 saves. Matt Duchene and Blake Comeau
scored goals for the Avalanche. Semyon
Varlamov made 33 stops. The Panthers blew the
game open in the third period as they scored
three of four goals in a span of 2:26. Ahead 2-1,

Marchessault skated in on a breakaway and fired
the puck between the pads of Varlamov at 4:30
to make the score 3-1. Harper followed with his
second goal of the game on a one-timer from in
front to stretch the lead to 4-1. Duchene poked
in a rebound past Luongo 16 seconds later to
close the gap to 4-2. Trocheck slid a loose puck
into the net at 6:56 to make the score 5-2.

LIGHTNING 4, SENATORS 1
Andrei Vasilevskiy made 27 saves, Vladislav

Namestnikov and Steven Stamkos scored early in
the second period, and the Lightning beat the
Senators. Alex Killorn and Valtteri Filppula also
scored for the Lightning, who were playing their
first road game of the season. Chris Neil scored
the lone goal for the Senators, and Craig
Anderson stopped 31 shots. Anderson was solid
for much of the game for the Senators, but
Killorn was able to sneak one through his right
arm to give the Lightning a 3-1 lead midway
through the third. It was Killorn’s fourth goal of
the season. Filppula made it 4-1 late in the third.

DEVILS 2, WILD 1, OT
Taylor Hall scored 29 seconds into overtime

and the Devils rallied to beat the Wild. PA
Parenteau tied it late in the third period and Cory
Schneider made 28 saves for the Devils. They
won at home for the second time in two games
and ended the Wild’s three-game winning streak.
Joel Eriksson Ek scored for Minnesota in his NHL
debut and Devan Dubnyk made 30 saves. It
marked the second straight home game in which
Hall has provided the winner. He carried the puck
into the Wild zone, left it for Adam Henrique and
then went to the net and took the return pass
and beat Dubnyk between the pads. After being
stoned by Dubnyk on their first 26 shots,
Parenteau tied it with 8:04 left in regulation. The
right wing took a cross-ice pass from Mike
Cammalleri and beat Dubnyk with a shot from
above the right circle for his second goal of the
season.

BLUES 6, FLAMES 4
David Perron scored his first three goals of the

season and added an assist to lead St. Louis. Paul
Stastny, Patrik Berglund and Alexander Steen
also scored for the Blues, while defenseman Alex
Pietrangelo had two assists. Jake Allen made 23
saves to improve to 3-1-1. Kris Versteeg scored
his first two goals of the season for the Flames,
who lost their second straight at home. Micheal
Ferland and Mark Giordano also scored, while
Chad Johnson stopped 34 shots. Calgary took a
2-1 just 3 minutes into the second thanks to two
quick goals by Versteeg and Ferland. The Blues
then scored the next four goals, including two by
Perron, to take control.

KINGS 4, CANUCKS 3, SO
Tanner Pearson scored for the fourth time this

season and got the lone shootout goal as Los
Angeles handed Vancouver its first loss.

Alexander Edler tied it for the Canucks on a pow-
er play with 34.4 seconds left in the third period.
The Kings had a power play for the final 1:16 of
overtime but Jacob Markstrom made two keys
saves to send it into a shootout. Markstrom
made 28 saves. Pressed into service after Jeff

Zatkoff injured his groin in the morning skate,
Peter Budaj stopped 22 shots for his second
straight win. Brayden McNabb and Dustin Brown
also scored for Los Angeles. Markus Granlund
and Henrik Sedin scored to help Vancouver over-
come a three-goal deficit. — AP

Howard, Nyquist lead Red Wings over Sharks 

PHILLIP ISLAND: Cal Crutchlow seized on a
blunder by new world champion Marc
Marquez at Australia’s Phillip Island yesterday
to win only his second MotoGP.

The Briton, who turns 31 next week and
was competing in his 103rd MotoGP, capi-
talised when Marquez made a mistake and
crashed out on lap 10 while holding a big lead.

Crutchlow maintained a solid race pace on
his LCR Honda to beat Italian great Valentino
Rossi on his Movistar Yamaha by 4.218secs,
with Spain’s Maverick Vinales third on a Suzuki
Ecstar. The race turned dramatically when
Marquez, who claimed his third premier class
world crown with victory in Japan last week-
end, slid off his Repsol Honda into the gravel
on Turn Four when in command.

Crutchlow swept to the front and held off
the nine-time world champion Rossi until the
chequered flag as Vinales and Andrea
Dovizioso battled for third.

He became the first British winner of the
Australian MotoGP.  It was Crutchlow’s second
victory in premier class after beating Rossi and
Marquez in this season’s Czech MotoGP in
August.  “Someone asked me last week what I
thought about going to Phillip Island and I
said I planned to come and win... it’s nice to
win one in the wet and the dry because peo-

ple only think you can ride in the rain when
you win in it,” Crutchlow said. 

“I had to stay strong, I thought my pace in
the race was good and better than in other
years here,” Crutchlow said. “I was pleased to to
be able to take advantage when it came and
we look forward to Malaysia now.”

Crutchlow had memories of his crash at the
same corner two years when he trailed race
leader Rossi on the last lap at Phillip Island.  “I
didn’t brake into that turn and took it quite
easy. I was in the rhythm and so I continued
with that and I rode comfortably to the finish,”
he said.  “I didn’t want to make the same mis-
take but I knew I had to keep pushing if we
lost the heat in the front tyre.

“I was quite confident I may have caught
Marc but when he crashed I tried to keep the
same pace and in the last 10-12 laps I didn’t
really push, I just made sure I kept the heat in
the front tyre.

“I was confident I could have won with
Marc in the race and we now look forward to
the last two races.” Rossi greatly improved his
chances of finishing runner-up this season
with his second placing. He now leads team-
mate Jorge Lorenzo by 24 points heading into
the final two races.

Rossi has now finished 16 times on the
podium in 20 trips to Australia amid his eight
wins across all classes at Phillip Island.

“This morning we discovered that we have
good pace and step by step I came back and I
try to reach Cal, but today he was too fast and
too strong for me,” Rossi said.

“Cal is always very fast around Phillip
Island, he can interpret the track, and for me
the second half of the race was difficult and I
could not do.” Pol Espargaro was fifth and
Lorenzo sixth in Sunday’s race, with two races
left in the championship in Malaysia and
Spain. Swiss Thomas Luthi pipped Franco
Morbidelli on the line to win an exciting
Moto2 and pull to within 22 points of French
championship leader Johann Zarco with two
races left. Newly-crowned world champion
Brad Binder of South Africa stretched his lead
in the world championship to 130 points after
a dominant win in the Moto3 race.

Many of his rivals were among a total of 14
riders to crash out, with the race shortened to
10 laps under a red flag. — AFP

Crutchlow wins in Australia 
after Marc Marquez error

PHILLIP ISLAND: TOPSHOT - LCR Honda’s
British rider Cal Crutchlow celebrates his
victory on the podium after the MotoGP
race at the Australian Grand Prix at
Phillip Island yesterday. — AFP


