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Sports equipment manufacturer
Reebok is bringing some of its shoe-
making back to the United States,

unveiling plans to open a new manufac-
turing lab next year using innovative liq-
uid material and 3D drawing. Some parts
of the 300 pairs of shoes planned will
come from Asia, but the most technical
components will be manufactured in
Wixom, Michigan, the company said
Saturday. German chemical giant BASF

developed with Reebok a liquid material
that is drawn across the outsole of the
shoe for a three-dimensional fit with the
help of 3D drawing. The material helps
absorb shock.

“This is the very first use of this process
to make athletic footwear. We borrowed
and enhanced it from a process we found
in the automotive industry,” said Bill
McInnis, Head of Future at Reebok. “The
Liquid Factory concept is proprietary to

Reebok.” All of Reebok’s shoes were previ-
ously made in Asia. “This is ultimately a
local for local program. Once we define a
manufacturing cell, we can do it any-
where,” McInnis said.

In the short term, Reebok will only pro-
duce a small series of the shoes at the rel-
atively high price ($189 for the first ver-
sion) due to still expensive development
costs. In the long term, Reebok hopes to
use this technology to create a product

with competitive prices. “ The Liquid
Factory process is very flexible in that
each machine can be used to create as
many different concepts as imagination
allows-it ’s programming, not molds,”
McInnis explained.

“Scaling up is a matter of installing
more Liquid Factory machine setups. The
local manufacturing also gets us much
closer to the consumer in terms of speed
to market.” Reebok is not alone in localiz-

ing production. In May, Germany’s Adidas
announced it was opening a production
site operated mostly by robots in the city
of Ansbach, due to begin mass produc-
tion next year. 

An Adidas site is due to open next year
in the US. Among other sports equipment
makers, Under Armour has a small opera-
tion in Maryland geared toward athletes
under contract with the brand, not the
public as a whole. — AFP

Reebok starts making shoes in US again

Diwali, ‘Festival of Lights’, is one
of the most important festi-
vals for the Indian communi-

ty around the world. Many rituals
and traditions are associated with
the celebration, most prominently
the lighting of lamps and candles or
diyas to usher in prosperity. 

For the world’s favorite jeweler, it
has also become tradition to give
away big prizes and launch a fabu-
lous new collection on the days
leading up to Diwali.

Joyalukkas dazzling Diwali gives
customers a chance to win up to
15KG gold with a minimum spend
on gold and diamond jewelry. 

They can also avail other exciting
offers, such as zero deduction on old
gold jewelry exchange and guaran-
teed gold rate protection with just a

10% down payment. Even more
exciting is the free quarter gram
gold coin with every jewelry pur-
chase on Dhanteras Day, October 28,

2016. Joyalukkas Dazzling Diwali is
from October 13 to November 5,
2016 across Joyalukkas showrooms
in the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain,
Qatar, Kuwait and Oman.  

“Diwali is a celebration of posi-
tivity and goodness. It is a time to
share happiness, and of course
gifts, with families and friends,” says
John Paul Alukkas, Executive
Director, Joyalukkas Group “and
because our customers are at the
heart of everything we do at
Joyalukkas, every year we try to
offer them something extra special
for this most special occasion. We
wish our most loyal and supportive
patrons a very happy Diwali. We
hope that the amazing prizes, gifts
and offers make your festivities
even brighter.”

Joyalukkas dazzles 
this Diwali with a sparkling new collection 

and up to 15KG gold to be won

Models present
creations by Greek

designer Olga
Karaververi during

the Athens
Exclusive

Designers Week in
Athens, Saturday.

— AP photos

Athens Exclusive 
Designers Week

J
a

k
a

r
ta

 F
a

s
h

io
n

W
e

e
k

 2
0

17

Models walk the
runway wearing

designs by
designer Restu

Anggraini during
Jakarta Fashion

Week 2017 in
Jakarta,

Indonesia.


