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WAU: “We women, we dare not go out at
night because we risk being raped by sol-
diers,” says Catherine Atanasyo.  “For men,
it’s no better: Death awaits them.” Like
25,000 other South Sudanese people in
and around the northwestern town of
Wau, Atanasyo took refuge in a UN camp
two months ago when violence tore
through this part of the country, in yet
another spasm of tribal violence driven
by the desire for power and property. “My
house is close by, but it ’s safer here
because of the UN soldiers,” she says.
Around her are countless makeshift shel-
ters made from bamboo canes and dust-
reddened white tarpaulins. “You can go
out in the day, it’s possible-that’s how I
know my house was looted-but the night
is out of the question, there is too much
danger.”

Among the alleys of this squalid camp
stories like Atanasyo’s are everywhere.
There is the 13-year-old girl raped on her
way to school, the brothers killed in the
fighting, the child born without a father.
South Sudan won its independence in
2011 after decades of war with Sudan, to
the north. But two years later a new war

started, pitting the president, who is from
the Dinka ethnic group, against his for-
mer deputy, who is from the rival Nuer,
and splitting the new nation along
roughly tribal lines in a conflict character-
ized by massacres, rape, attacks on civil-
ians and the use of child soldiers. Tens of
thousands have been killed since
December 2013 and 2.5 million have fled
their homes. Twice that number rely on
food handouts to survive, with the UN
calling the levels of food insecurity
“unprecedented”.

Toxic tribal politics
“Independence was a bad idea,” says

Atanasyo, who blames South Sudan’s tox-
ic tribal politics for the mess her country
is in. “Only one tribe benefited, the Dinka.”
The core conflict is between President
Salva Kiir’s largely Dinka soldiers and Riek
Machar’s mostly Nuer rebels, but the fight
has stoked other ethnic tensions across
the country. Around Wau, people from
the Fertit tribe accuse the Dinka of mar-
ginalizing them. Tensions began in 2012,
skirmishes followed last year then the
town exploded into violence in late June. 

As so often in South Sudan’s battles,
no one knows the number killed, but at
the UN camp, there are many who say
they lost people close to them. “The sol-

diers came on June 24. They killed my
brother who was a police officer and loot-
ed everything, my motorbike, our cook-
ing pots, our beds,” says 32-year-old

Adam Umong. He lives with his remain-
ing brother, George, who was shot in the
leg during the attack. He has not spoken
since “because of the shock,” Umong says. 

‘I want to kill them’
“This is not the independence we

dreamt of,” he said. “The current leaders
must go: They led the country to ruin.
Salva Kiir is not our president and
Machar is no better.” Some hope the pro-
posed deployment of 4,000 additional
UN peacekeepers might improve securi-
ty for civilians, allowing them to return
to their homes. “We do not choose to
live here,” says another camp resident,
27-year-old Christine Elia. Sickly-looking
dogs wander between the nearby tents,
while clothes dry on the camp’s barbed
wire fence. Barefoot children play in the
dirt, shooting each other with home-
made toy rifles fashioned from folded
grass and rubber strips. “It is the Dinka
have done this to us, who forced us to
leave our homes,” says a soft-spoken 10-
year-old called Martin, who fiddles with
his faded and torn t-shirt. “I want to kill
them.” — AFP 

In South Sudan, dreams of freedom end in rape and murder

TEHRAN: I ran and Britain appointed new
ambassadors to each other’s countries yesterday
for the first time since a mob ransacked the
British embassy in Tehran in 2011. Hamid
Baeidinejad, 53, was named as Tehran’s envoy to
London, ISNA state news agency reported. He
played a crucial role in the negotiations with
world powers that led to last year’s nuclear
accord and the lifting of international sanctions.
Britain appointed Nicholas Hopton-the current
charge d’affairs in Tehran as its first ambassador
to Iran since relations were severed following
the storming of the embassy by students in five
years ago. 

“The upgrade in diplomatic relations gives us
the opportunity to develop our discussions on a
range of issues, including our consular cases
about which I am deeply concerned,” British

Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson said in a state-
ment, referring to the ongoing detention of dual
nationals in Iran. “I hope this will mark the start
of more productive cooperation between our
countries, enabling us to discuss more directly
issues such as human rights and Iran’s role in the
region, as well as ongoing implementation of
the nuclear deal and the expansion of the trad-
ing relationship between both our countries,”
said Johnson.

The 2011 attack on the embassy saw a mob
rampage for hours through the compound, tear-
ing down the British flag, ripping up pictures of
Queen Elizabeth II and trashing offices. The inci-
dent followed a vote by lawmakers to expel
Britain’s ambassador and reduce trade relations
in retaliation for nuclear-related sanctions, but
the violence was later condemned by Iran’s

supreme leader and other politicians. The British
embassy was reopened in August 2015, a month
after the signing of the nuclear accord, during a
visit by Johnson’s predecessor Philip Hammond. 

Baeidinejad worked as an expert on disarma-
ment and represented Iran in several roles at the
United Nations, including as ambassador
between 2008 and 2011. Iran maintains a deep
historical distrust of Britain, dating back to the
early 20th century when London meddled fre-
quently in Iranian politics in order to secure
cheap access to oil for the Anglo-Iranian Oil
Company (which later became BP). Britain
played a key role in prodding the Central
Intelligence Agency into carrying out a coup in
1953, toppling the hugely popular prime minis-
ter Mohammad Mosaddegh who had called for
Iran’s oil to be nationalized. —AFP 

JUBA: A group of children at the UN protection of Civilians site in Juba, South
Sudan, play with a makeshift gun. —AP
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TEL AVIV: A building collapse in
Israel’s commercial capital Tel Aviv
killed at least two people and
injured around 20 others yesterday,
officials said, as rescuers tried to
reach several people believed
trapped in rubble. Police earlier said
at least seven people were trapped
in the collapse at an underground
car park at a construction site, but it
was unclear if some had since been
rescued. Police confirmed two peo-
ple were killed and medics report-
ed four or five people believed
trapped at the site of the multi-
floor car park, filled with twisted
metal, dirt and rubble. Surveillance
video at the time of the collapse
showed the area quickly enveloped
by thick clouds of dirt and rubble.
Medics could be seen walking
across rubble as they carried a
wounded person away on a stretch-
er. Other medics with stretchers as
well as ambulances waited nearby
on standby. Search-and-rescue
dogs were also at the scene.

While contact had been made
with some of those trapped, lead-
ing to their rescue, the seven earlier
reported missing by police had not
been contacted. The army said it
sent search and rescue forces to
“extract civilians”. “It is about four to

five stories down under the sur-
face,” Avi Marcus, a medic with
United Hatzalah rescue service who
arrived on the scene shortly after
the collapse said. “It was only con-
struction workers. There weren’t
any other people. I provided med-
ical care to some of the injured
people ... They say some movement
shook the building,” he said.

Cause not yet clear
United Hatzalah said “firefighters

and rescue teams are working to
extricate” those believed missing. “It
appeared to me that the roof of a
parking garage had collapsed in
the building site,” United Hatzalah
quoted another of its medics as
saying. “While members of our
ambu-cycle unit who arrived first
on scene were treating the injured,
reports came in of other people
who were unaccounted for and
likely still trapped inside.” The col-
lapse occurred in Tel Aviv’s Ramat
Hahayal neighborhood at the con-
struction site that appeared to be
around half-finished. Ramat
Hahayal, an upmarket neighbor-
hood on the outskirts of Tel Aviv, is
home to a number of high-tech
offices in Israel’s booming technol-
ogy industry, based around the city

TEL AVIV: Israeli rescue workers walk at the site where a building collapse yesterday in the Ramat Hahayal neighborhood in the coastal city of
Tel Aviv. — AFP

Theo Padnos poses at the family’s house in remote Reading, Vt. — AP 

BOSTON: In 2012, freelance journalist Theo
Padnos slipped into Syria to cover its
unfolding civil war and was promptly kid-
napped by members of an Al-Qaeda
branch. Convinced he was a CIA agent
because he spoke Arabic, the group held
the Massachusetts native for nearly two
years before releasing him in August 2014.
Now, Padnos is retracing his journey in
“Theo Who Lived,” a documentary being
screened Sept 30 in Cambridge. Its theatri-
cal premiere is in New York City on Oct. 7,
followed by a wider release.

Padnos, 47, who has been living in Paris
and Vermont, tells the Associated Press he’s
grateful to have survived.

The ordeal not only changed his out-
look on life but also gave him perspective
on the Syrian conflict that he feels is impor-
tant to share. Padnos is working on a non-
fiction book, a play and a novel drawing on
his experience. He wrote about his captivity
for the New York Times Magazine shortly
after his release and is trying to continue
writing about the region as a journalist.

“I had a real spiritual voyage, which was
terrifying for me and my family at the time,”
Padnos said from his family’s vacation
home in Vermont. “But looking back, this is
what life gave me and I’d like to take what I
learned and turn it into some positive ben-
efit.” The film follows Padnos as he returns
to places in Turkey and Israel that figured
prominently in his 22-month capture. The
film crew never set foot in Syria. Padnos
reflects on his captivity on sets emulating
his tiny prison cell and the room he was
subjected to torture and beatings.  

Along the Turkey-Syria border,  he
recalls the moment when his travelling
companions instruct him to dash across
the field and hop the razor wire fence
s e p a r a t i n g  t h e m  f ro m  Sy r i a .   I t ’s  a
moment Padnos says he’d replay in his
mind for months after.  The trio of men
had claimed they were providing sup-
p l i e s  to  t h e  Fre e  Sy r i a n  A r my  a n d
offered to take him across the border
with them. But they were actually affili-
ated with Al-Qaeda. 

A fake interview
They staged a fake interview, beat him

and took him hostage shortly after crossing
the border.  “This is where I threw my life
away. It’s like a precipice that I walked up to
and I actually jumped,” Padnos says in the
film. “Now I’m back in a safe place and I’m
thinking why did I ever jump?” Padnos also
details a series of failed escapes, including
one in which cellmate and American pho-
tojournalist Matthew Schrier managed to
sneak out through a narrow prison window
but Padnos could not.

Padnos’ mother, Nancy Curtis, who is
interviewed in the documentary, says she
still has mixed emotions about her son’s
release. During the ordeal, she became
close to the parents of other Americans kid-
napped by extremists overseas. Many of
them were not as fortunate as her family,
she says. Curtis and other family members,
working with the US and Qatari govern-
ments, successfully arranged for Padnos’
release just days after the Islamic State
beheaded New Hampshire journalist James
Foley in a video.  The family maintains that
no ransom was paid.  “I always clung to the
hope that he’d come home,” Curtis said.
“But I also don’t feel great joy and happi-
ness. Probably anyone who has had a solid-
er in the war who came home but knows
others that didn’t have similar emotions.”
Director David Schisgall says Padnos’ story
is a rare eyewitness account of life inside a
jihadi group by an outsider with a deep
understanding of the region’s language
and culture.  Having spent years prior
studying Arabic and Islam in Yemen and
Syria, Padnos was able to build trust and
friendships with some of his captors. Near
the end of his captivity, he was given
greater freedoms and even travelled per-
sonally with the then-high commander of
al-Nusra Front, an Al-Qaeda affiliate in
Syria.  “The real intimacy he developed with
his captors was remarkable,” Schisgall said.
“It ’s a very important message for
Americans to see these people fighting as
complicated individuals who are both very
dangerous but also very human.”—AP
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TEL AVIV: Japanese executives say they are increas-
ingly drawn to investments in Israel as the price of oil
falls and, with it, the influence Arab oil suppliers have
on Japan’s decision-making. Over the past two years,
Japan and Israel have strengthened business ties,
signing a series of economic agreements on the back
of a visit by Prime Minister Shinzo Abe to Israel in
2015 and Benjamin Netanyahu’s trip to Tokyo in 2014.
“Abe had a good impression; he liked Netanyahu’s
mentality,” Yoshimitsu Kobayashi, chairman of
Mitsubishi Chemical Holdings, told Reuters when he
led a delegation from Keizai Doyukai, the Japanese
business lobby, to Israel in May.

For years, trade between the two was minimal -
Japan was reluctant to upset its oil suppliers, many of
whom belong to the Arab League, which has long
backed a boycott of Israel. “Geopolitics is changing in
the Middle East and as oil prices come down, strategi-
cally it’s not as important,” said Kobayashi. “Japan is

changing its mind.” Israel’s prowess in Internet,
biotech, and automotive technologies is particularly
attractive, Kobayashi said. This is not to say Japan has
given up on the Arab world.  Isamu Nakashima, chief
researcher at the Middle East Institute of Japan, said
Japan’s need for oil will always trump its need for any-
thing Israel can offer, though past worries that trade
with Israel could annoy Arab nations have mostly fad-
ed. “But for things to really improve a lot, there needs
to be a peace settlement (between Israel and the
Palestinians),” Nakashima said. Bilateral trade in goods
in the first seven months of 2016 rose to $1.4 billion
from $1.1 billion, making Japan Israel’s fourth-largest
market in Asia. It is part of a growing shift in focus as
Asia overtakes the United States to become Israel’s
largest trading partner after Europe.

Building from a low base
The deal that put Israel on Japan’s business map

was the $900 million acquisition of chat app Viber by
Japanese e-commerce giant Rakuten Inc in 2014.
Viber has a big user base in Asia and was
approached by Rakuten while doing business there,
said Michael Shmilov, Viber’s chief operating officer.
“There are strong cultural differences but at the
same time, Rakuten is a global company where
English is the official language and we are working
closely to reduce the impact of these differences,” he
said. The biggest obstacle, he said, is the lack of
direct airline flights, something Israel wants to
change. The Viber acquisition was followed by sever-
al others, including the $212 million purchase of
Israel’s Altair Semiconductor by Sony Corp this year.
Net investment by Japanese firms in Israel, after sub-
tracting Israeli investment in Japan, nearly doubled
in 2015 to 5.2 billion yen ($50 million), according to
the Japan External Trade Organization, citing Bank
of Japan data. — Ruters

of more than 400,000 people.
The cause of the collapse was

not yet clear. Israel has seen an
unusually high number of construc-
tion accidents in comparison to the
developed world. Israeli newspaper
Haaretz reported in May that 480
people were killed in construction
accidents between 2000 and 2015.
The survey placed Israel third from

the bottom in a list that included
the United States and 20 European
nations, ahead of Cyprus and
Portugal, Haaretz said, citing a
report from the economy ministry
and National Insurance Institute.
The economy ministry said in
response that it would focus on
enforcing construction industry
regulations. — AFP 

Japan, Israel upgrade ties; Arab oil influence wanes


