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FRESNO: A central California jail was examining security
measures after an ex-convict shot and wounded two
unarmed officers in the lobby, but officials said Sunday
that they did not plan any immediate changes. After
reviewing Saturday’s shooting that left correctional
Officers Juanita Davila and Toamalama Scanlan in critical
condition, authorities will decide whether to alter proce-
dures in the public area of the Fresno County jail, sheriff’s
spokesman Tony Botti said. Unarmed officers guard the
facility and visitors go through metal detectors leading
to secure areas, Botti said. Visiting hours resumed
Sunday evening when the jail lobby reopened.  

Thong Vang, 37, is accused of shooting the officers in
the head and neck areas during a struggle and has been
booked into jail on suspicion of attempted murder, pos-
sessing a handgun as a felon and bringing drugs into a
jail. He was placed on a parole hold, Botti said.  Vang was
released from prison in 2014 after serving 16 years for
raping three girls aged 14 and under, Sheriff Margaret

Mims said. He had no criminal violations since his
release.  Botti said he didn’t know if Vang had an attor-
ney who could comment on his behalf.  

Scanlan, who has 10 years of experience, and Davila,
an 18-year veteran, approached Vang after he tried to cut
to the front of the visitors’ line and began pacing near a
secure area of the jail.  The officers were trying to get him
to sit down when shots rang out. About 15 people,
including small children, ran to safety. Officers inside the
jail ran to the lobby, where a lieutenant shot at Vang,
who returned fire, Botti said. No one was hit. Officers
tried to subdue Vang with a stun gun, but he would not
give up and ran to the hallway of the jail records area,
authorities said. 

When confronted by sheriff’s deputies and a Fresno
police officer, Vang dropped his weapon and told author-
ities he wanted to be arrested, Botti said. The injured offi-
cers were dragged out of the lobby and taken to the hos-
pital to undergo surgery. —AP

PHOENIX: I f  Hil lary Clinton carries
Arizona in November, there’s a good
chance it won’t be because Democrats
on their own have flipped a reliable GOP
state they hope to win consistently
someday. Instead, Clinton and
Democrats may have Gary Johnson to
thank. The Libertarian Party nominee’s
best chance to influence the presidential
race may come in Arizona, where the
former New Mexico governor appeals to
a group of finicky conservatives who
make up part of the GOP base.

“It could happen,” said GOP Sen Jeff
Flake. “Donald Trump has managed to
make this an interesting state in terms of
presidential politics, and not in the way
that Republicans have wanted.” Johnson
“is an easy out for some people in our
party,” Flake said. About a dozen of the
most contested states will help deter-
mine which candidate gets the 270 elec-
toral votes to win the presidency. In
Arizona, where the Republican nominee
has carried the state in 11 of the past 12
presidential elections, Johnson could

play the spoiler, potentially putting 11
electoral votes in Clinton’s column.

The GOP’s recent struggle with inde-
pendent-minded, small-government
Libertarians was clear before Trump’s
speech Wednesday in Phoenix, when he
reaffirmed a hard line on immigration.
And his stance could alienate the rough-
ly one-quarter of Hispanic voters in the
state who usually align with
Republicans. “I think that right now
we’re at a tipping point, where at any
moment we are going to begin to see an
outpouring of support,” said Latino GOP
strategist Juan Hernandez, who works
for Johnson in Arizona. Sensing an
opportunity herself, Clinton began air-
ing television advertisements in the
state Friday, and has reserved $500,000
in ad time through mid-September.

Multimillion-dollar question
Democratic strategist Andy Barr said

Hispanic turnout was “the multimillion-
dollar question.” About one-third of the
state’s population identifies as Latino,

but their share of the vote ranges
between 12 percent and 16 percent,
according to public and private polling.
“This closer it gets to 20 percent, the
more our chances of winning go up,”
Barr said. Johnson will appear on the
ballot in every state this fall, while Green
Party nominee Jill Stein is on track to
make it  in at least half.  Neither is
remotely within reach of carrying a
state. Neither seems in a position to tip
any state toward Trump.

But Johnson could move a close race
toward Clinton, in much the same way
that Ralph Nader pulled enough votes
away from Democrat Al Gore in 2000 to
hand Florida to Republican George W
Bush. Four years ago, Libertarian candi-
dates in Arizona drew enough votes
away from Republicans that Democrats
Ann Kirkpatrick and Kyrsten Sinema won
election to the US House. Flake, who had
endeared himself to many Libertarians
while serving in the House, won his
Senate race that year, too. “It’s a really
sore spot for the party,” Arizona

Republican Party spokesman Tim Sifert
said of those 2012 results. “You could see
people frustrated, throwing away their
vote and going with a third-party candi-
date.”

The views of most Libertarians,
focused on personal liberty and small
government, overlap more with
Republicans than Democrats. Johnson’s
call for dramatically lower business taxes
and regulation to unburden entrepre-
neurs resonates with Matthew Sherman
of Phoenix, who describes himself as
more a conservative than a Republican.
“I’m for whoever has the best plan on
startup companies,” said the 31-year-old
who’s working on a business networking
app. “So far, that’s Gary.” Republican
Dave Richins, a councilman in Mesa City,
said Johnson is conservative on spend-
ing, but tolerant on social issues, which
he calls “a pragmatic combination.”

“For me, a lifelong Republican, I don’t
agree with everything Johnson propos-
es,” said Richins, a Johnson organizer.
“But I find his pragmatism refreshing.

That ’s how we get things done.”
Johnson’s hands-off approach to gov-
ernment also includes decriminalizing
marijuana, and he could benefit from a
November ballot proposal in Arizona on
that question. “That’s another reason for
Libertarians to vote in higher numbers,”
said Barr, who is running the decriminal-
ization campaign. “We’re inclined to
believe that could increase Johnson’s
performance.”

At the beginning of August,
Johnson’s campaign had $1.2 million
after raising $1.6 million in July, accord-
ing to Federal Election Commission
reports. Since Aug 1, he’s raised more
than $3 million, according to his cam-
paign. That’s a paltry sum compared
with Trump and Clinton, whose cam-
paign said it raised a total of $143 mil-
lion last month. Johnson is spending in a
few competitive campaign states,
including Colorado, Iowa, New
Hampshire and Wisconsin, and less com-
petitive ones such as Oregon, New
Mexico and Utah. — AP 

Arizona could be a spoiler on the road to 270

INDIANAPOLIS: Republican Senate
candidates around the country, from
Wisconsin to Florida, are bracing for
Donald Trump to lose their states, and
they’re looking for ways to win in spite
of him. In Indiana, GOP Senate nomi-
nee Todd Young is facing a completely
different, but arguably even more frus-
trating challenge. His opponent, for-
mer Democratic Sen Evan Bayh,
shocked Young and pretty much
everyone else when he got into the
race less than two months ago at the
urging of Senate Democratic leaders. 

Bayh announced he’d changed his
mind after retiring from Congress in a
well-publicized burst of frustration six
years ago, and wanted his old job
back. Since then, Bayh has barely
talked about Trump, who’s expected to
win Indiana. But then Bayh barely talks
about Young either, or really much
about politics at all. Instead Bayh, a
youthful 60, is trying to cruise to victo-
ry on the strength of his own populari-
ty from his years as Indiana’s governor
in the 1990s, and his family’s long his-
tory in the state, where his father, Birch
Bayh, also was a senator.

Evan Bayh avoids much contact
with the media and instead pops up
around the state almost unannounced
to regale appreciative voters with
anecdotes. About the time as a kid
when Harry Truman walked him to the
bathroom. About the white socks his
father wore with a suit. About his 20-
year-old twin sons’ enormous
appetites. About how he went to the
new Jason Bourne movie (“which I’m

not sure I’d advise”), only to be given,
to his dismay, a senior ticket.

He started the campaign with a
massive lead in fundraising and polls,
and his strategy is plainly to run out
the clock on the election before either
advantage disappears. The strategy
exasperates Republicans, who have
reams of opposition research about
Bayh, much of it focused on the fact
that he spent the past six years of his
life living in multimillion-dollar resi-
dences not in Indiana. But the GOP
may not have enough time to turn
voters’ views before the Nov 8 elec-
tion. “He’s running a campaign based
on his dad’s name, which is pretty sad,”
said Young, 44, a hard-working third-
term congressman and former Marine
who’s not well-known outside his
southern Indiana district. “Evan Bayh
represents the old way of politics, the
old way of doing things, and this is a
change election. And I represent
change.” Young was the easy favorite
to win the seat after beating a tea par-
ty opponent in the May primary, but
that was before Bayh got into the race.
Since then, Republicans argue that
they’ve given Bayh a tougher contest
than he bargained for after not being
on the ballot in 12 years.

Bayh acknowledges the campaign-
ing seems rougher than before, but
insists he doesn’t regret getting back
in. “It’s a lot nastier than I remember,”
Bayh said recently outside an
Indianapolis senior center where many
residents had personal stories to share
about him. One remembered Bayh

being born; another said Bayh officiat-
ed at her daughter’s wedding. “I’m
doing this because I want to make a
difference to the people of my state,”
Bayh said. “If I’ve got to put up with
some of the nasty politics, well, then
so be it.” Putting Indiana in their likely
win column would be a major coup for
Democrats in this year’s costly fight for
Senate control. Republicans command
a slim 54-46 majority, and Democrats
need to pick up four seats to take back
power if they hang onto the White
House. The electoral map greatly
favors Democrats this year, and
Republicans are on defense on unfa-
vorable terrain in a half-dozen states,
including Illinois and Wisconsin, where
Democrats lead in the polls. The
Wisconsin race also features a former
senator trying to make a comeback,
although Democrat Russ Feingold lost
to the man he is now trying to replace,
GOP Sen Ron Johnson.

Intense struggles are underway in
Nevada, where Minority Leader Harry
Reid’s retirement gave Republicans
their one pickup opportunity, and in
New Hampshire, Pennsylvania and
Florida, where incumbent GOP Sen.
Marco Rubio is seen as having an edge
over Democratic Rep. Patrick Murphy.
Democratic hopes have faded in Ohio,
where Sen Rob Portman has run a
strong campaign against former
Democratic Gov Ted Strickland. But
Democrats are holding out hope for
North Carolina, Missouri and Arizona,
where GOP Sen. John McCain is seek-
ing a sixth term. — AP

LOS ANGELES: A terminal at Los
Angeles International Airport was
temporarily evacuated and 18 flights
were delayed after an arrest led to a
security breach Sunday morning.
Some travelers moved past a security
area without being screened when
officers asked them to move inside
Terminal 3 as they pulled over a driver
in a stolen vehicle outside the termi-
nal,  airport police Officer Rob
Pedregon said. He said about 15 peo-
ple went through an emergency exit
and onto the tarmac. Police quickly
moved those people back into the
airport, and the terminal was evacu-
ated as a precaution, Pedregon said.

Police searched the terminal with
bomb-sniffing dogs and, once the
area was cleared, as many as 2,000
travelers had to be rescreened,
authorities said. Nine arriving and
nine departing flights were delayed.
A 35-year-old man was arrested on
suspicion of possessing a stolen car
and narcotics. He was identified as
Larry McKenney of Humboldt, Texas.
Four others who were in or near the
car were questioned and released,
police said. Los Angeles Mayor Eric
Garcetti  said in a statement that
recent events around the world “have
caused travelers everywhere to have

a heightened level of concern for
their safety.”

“ The millions of people whose
journeys begin, end, or pass through
LAX should know that it has the finest,
most prepared airport police force
and federal security personnel in the
nation - and that their safety and pro-
tection will always be our number-

one priority,” he said.  The evacuation
came a week after 911 calls falsely
reporting gunshots at LAX sent pan-
icked travelers running onto streets
and the tarmac. A search uncovered
no evidence of a gunman or shots
fired. Officials said loud noises spurred
the 911 calls, and police were still
investigating their source. — AP 

INDIANA: A group of boys watch as a man rides his bike at the West Calumet Housing Complex in East Chicago,
Indiana. The soil at the complex has been found to contain high levels of lead and arsenic putting all residents in
danger if exposed to the elements. Over 1,000 residents are being asked by the East Chicago Housing Authority to
relocate, after plans were decided to demolish the housing complex. — AFP 

Democrats eying
Senate takeover

US politicians counting on Indiana

LAX terminal evacuated after
traffic stop triggers concerns

LOS ANGELES: Airplanes are grounded on the tarmac at Los Angeles
International Airport (LAX) after reports of gunfire in the airport ter-
minal. —AFP 

California jail reviews security
after unarmed officers shot


