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Over 1,000 flee wildfire 
on Spain’s Costa Blanca

MADRID: More than 1,000 people have been evacuat-
ed after a wildfire fuelled by intense heat roared
through brush surrounding a popular tourist resort on
Spain’s Costa Blanca, officials said yesterday. Some 300
firefighters backed 20 water-dropping aircraft were
battling the blaze which broke out Sunday near the
Mediterranean resort of Javea, a local emergency serv-
ices official said. Officials suspect the fire was started
deliberately.  Officials evacuated over 1,000 people late
on Sunday from Javea and the resort of Benitatxell
near Benidorm, popular with British and German
tourists, due to the threat from the flames. They were
put up in schools. Residents of Javea also offered to
put up evacuees for the night and gave them food and
water, Javea city councilor Maria del Pilar Zamora told
private television Antena 3.  Photos and videos posted
on social media showed flames raging near built up
areas. Several homes were completely destroyed by
the fire, according to Antena 3. 

Secret service arrests kingpin 
behind kidnap of Australians

LAGOS: Nigeria’s secret service said it had arrested a
man allegedly behind the abduction of seven contrac-
tors in the restive oil-rich south following a spate of
hostage-for-ransom crimes. Three Australian contrac-
tors working for Lafarge Cement Company near the
southern city of Calabar were kidnapped in June along
with two Nigerians, a New Zealander and a South
African. Their Nigerian driver was killed in the attack
and a fourth Australian escaped. The kidnapped men
were later released with Nigerian police saying at the
time that no ransom was paid. “On 22nd August, 2016,
one Samuel Asuquo, a kidnap kingpin was arrested by
the Service at Nasarawa Bakoko village in Cross River
State,” the Department of State Service said in a state-
ment late Sunday. “Asuquo was the mastermind of the
kidnap of three Australian staff of Lafarge Cement
Company, for which his gang received ransom of 150
million naira ($476,000/426,000 euros).” 

Zambia court throws out 
election result challenge

LUSAKA: Zambia’s constitutional court yesterday
threw out an attempt by the defeated presidential
candidate to annul August’s election results, clearing
the way for President Edgar Lungu’s inauguration.
Hakainde Hichilema, who lost the election by 100,000
votes, had alleged that the result was rigged and
launched a legal bid to stop Lungu retaining power.
Zambia is known for its relative stability, but the run-
up to the vote was marked by clashes between sup-
porters of Lungu’s Patriotic Front (PF) and Hichilema’s
United Party for National Development (UPND). 

HANGZHOU: British Prime Minister Theresa May
rejected a “points-based” system to screen immi-
grants, setting up a potential conflict with Brexit
campaigners in her government who promised to
bring in Australian-style controls over EU migrants.
May, who favored staying in the European Union
but has promised to deliver on the June 23 referen-
dum vote by steering Britain out of the bloc, said
such systems were difficult to manage and there
was no “silver bullet” on immigration.

May has made clear that there will have to be
tougher controls over immigration but has yet to
say how the rules will work - a crucial issue for
employers and for negotiations with the EU over
future British access to the European market. “There
is no single silver bullet that is the answer in terms
of dealing with immigration,” she told reporters on
her way to a G20 summit in China, citing her experi-
ence as Britain’s longest-serving interior minister in
over 50 years.

“One of the issues is whether or not points-

based systems do work,” May said. A spokeswoman
for May later told reporters that Britain would con-
trol immigration but that a points-based system
“will not work and is not an option.” The spokes-
woman said the way controls would work had yet
to be determined. Australia vets immigrants
according to their occupation, qualifications and
other factors. A source close to May’s thinking said
she objects to points-based systems because they
are hard for the government to control and she
would prefer something that can be more directly
influenced.

The comments offer the first glimpse into May’s
stance on the hardest question thrown up by the ref-
erendum: how to tighten border controls with the
EU without losing access to its single market. Britain’s
27 partners are so far adamant that it cannot enjoy
full trade benefits unless it continues to let in EU
nationals as before. In a sign of the extent of interna-
tional concern over the impact of Brexit, Japan pub-
lished a 15-page report setting out dozens of its

requests of Britain and the EU including maintaining
access to workers from the EU and UK.

Brexit light?
The prime minister risks upsetting key members

of the team she assembled in July to deliver an EU
exit that protects Britain’s global standing and
carves out a new role for the country at the van-
guard of global free trade. Foreign minister Boris
Johnson and trade minister Liam Fox were part of
the ‘Brexit’ camp that argued that voting to leave
the European Union would free Britain from the
duty to admit all EU nationals who want to live and
work here, enabling it to cut immigration.

Speaking in June before he was appointed as
foreign minister, Johnson - figurehead of the Leave
campaign and May’s one-time rival for the prime
minister’s job - said a points-based system could
bring back democratic control and better meet
businesses’ needs. May’s words will fuel fears
among voters and Eurosceptic lawmakers that hav-

ing a pro-Remain prime minister in charge will
result in a watered-down version of Brexit that does
not represent what people voted for. “I’m worried,”
Nigel Farage, one of the most prominent Brexit
campaigners and former head of the UK
Independence Party, told BBC radio when asked
about May’s comments.

Farage said British voters had endorsed the
idea of points based system of immigration that
would ensure Britain took well-vetted EU immi-
grants. British lawmakers will debate a public peti-
tion calling for a re-run of the EU referendum.
While four million people signed the petition, May
has said the referendum result was clear and that
“Brexit means Brexit”. Asked whether immigration
controls precluded access to the EU single market,
May said she was optimistic about what sort of
deal Britain could negotiate. “I want to be ambi-
tious with what we can achieve, I don’t take any-
thing for granted, I’m going out there to get the
best possible deal.”— Reuters

Teeneger jailed in Australia 
over foiled beheading plot

MELBOURNE: A teenager who plotted to run down and
behead a police officer in an Anzac Day terrorist attack in
Australia after being “corrupted by lunatic clerics” was
Monday sentenced yesterday to 10 years in jail. Sevdet
Besim, 19, pleaded guilty to “doing an act in preparation, or
planning for, a terrorist act” over the 2015 plan to attack
commemorations in Melbourne honoring soldiers who
fought and died for Australia. The Victorian Supreme Court
had previously heard that Besim discussed the plot in
encrypted messages with a British boy, who was 14 at the
time. The boy, who cannot be named for legal reasons, mas-
terminded the foiled plot from his bedroom in Lancashire,
northern England and was jailed for five years last October.
Justice Michael Croucher said Besim’s proposed “putrid act”
was aimed at advancing violent jihad, intimidating the gov-
ernment and striking fear into the wider community. 

Iran shuts 800 shops for selling 
‘unconventional’ women coats

TEHRAN: Iranian police said they had closed more than
800 clothes shops to stop them selling “unconventional”
women’s coats, state media reported yesterday. A further
3,000 shops have been sent warnings, the IRNA news
agency reported. A new fashion for women’s coats-known
as “manteaux” in Iran-with English phrases printed on the
back had attracted the attention of the authorities, who
passed new regulations in July. The coats in question tend
to have nonsensical phrases such as “Keep Calm I’m the
Queen” written on them, but they also have short arms and
no buttons in the front. Under Iranian law, women must
wear a manteau, or similar item, that loosely covers the
whole body from the neck down to the knee.

UK PM rejects points-based immigration controls sought by Brexit campaigners

PARIS: Prosecutors have recommended that
French ex-president Nicolas Sarkozy stand
trial over alleged illegal campaign financing,
legal sources said yesterday, in a potentially
major blow to his bid for re-election next
year. The 61-year-old Sarkozy, who was pres-
ident from 2007-2012, had seen his poll rat-
ings rise recently after taking a hardline on
Islam and immigration following a truck
massacre in Nice in July which saw 86 peo-
ple killed.

The campaign financing case, one of sev-
eral investigations which have dogged
Sarkozy since leaving office, involves
allegedly false accounting used in 2012 to
conceal campaign overspending by his
office. Sarkozy’s lawyer Thierry Herzog,
reacting to news the prosecution had rec-
ommended a trial, dismissed the develop-
ment as a “shoddy new political manoeuvre”
that would not withstand scrutiny. “Two
years of investigation have shown
(Sarkozy’s) total lack of involvement” in the
affair, Herzog said in a statement.

Bad timing for Sarkozy  
An investigating magistrate must now

decide whether to order a trial, with a deci-
sion possible as early as the end of this
month-just as the right-wing Republicans
party is preparing to choose its presidential
candidate. Sarkozy’s chief rival in the
Republican primaries, set for November 20
and 27, is 71-year-old former premier and
Bordeaux mayor Alain Juppe, who is seen as
a moderate. The outcome of France’s elec-
tion in April and May next year is seen as dif-
ficult to forecast.

Socialist President Francois Hollande, suf-
fering historically low ratings due to high

unemployment and a string of terror
attacks, is yet to say if he will seek re-elec-
tion. Both the Socialists and the
Republicans, France’s traditional parties,
have seen support steadily eroded by the
far-right National Front and they might also
face challenges from independents, such as
former economy minister Emmanuel
Macron. Sarkozy has positioned himself on
the right of the Republican party and has
waded into a recent heated national debate
over the burkini, speaking out in favour of a
short-lived ban on the Muslim body-con-
cealing swimsuit.

PR company in spotlight    
The campaign financing case hinges on

the activity of public relations firm
Bygmalion, which organized some of
Sarkozy’s campaign appearances in 2012 in
his doomed bid for a second term.
Bygmalion allegedly charged 18.5 million
euros ($20.7 million) to Sarkozy’s party-then
called the UMP, but since renamed The
Republicans-instead of billing the presi-
dent’s re-election campaign. As a result, the
campaign was able to greatly exceed a
spending limit of 22.5 million euros, accord-
ing to the prosecution. 

There are 13 other potential defendants
in the case including campaign officials and
Bygmalion employees. Bygmalion execu-
tives have acknowledged the existence of
fraud and false billing, but no one has
directly accused Sarkozy of having been
aware or taken decisions about it. However,
the former president’s campaign director,
Guillaume Lambert, has told police he
warned Sarkozy of the risk of breaching
financing limits.  Questioned by police in

September 2015, Sarkozy said he did not
remember the warning, and described the
controversy as a “farce”, putting the respon-
sibility squarely on Bygmalion and the UMP.
While the campaign financing case is cur-
rently the most pressing, Sarkozy has been
fighting legal problems on several fronts.
He still faces accusations of conspiring with
his lawyer to bribe a magistrate in exchange
for inside information on a separate corrup-
tion probe. In the most sensational case
against him, Sarkozy was cleared in October

2013 of accepting campaign donations in
2007 from France’s richest woman, L’Oreal
heiress Liliane Bettencourt, when she was
too frail to know what she was doing. The
son of a Hungarian immigrant father,
Sarkozy was nicknamed the “bling-bling”
president for his flashy displays of wealth.
After his humiliating 2012 defeat by
Hollande, Sarkozy famously promised that
“you won’t hear about me anymore” before
he embarked the international conference
circuit. — AFP

The Italian navy recovers 
bodies of dead migrants

ROME: The Italian navy announced yesterday it had recov-
ered the bodies of six migrants in search and rescue opera-
tions which saved nearly 500 people. Two patrol boats
“recovered nearly 500 people during six rescue operations,
including one involving an inflatable boat which was only
just about floating, and from which some migrants had fall-
en into the sea,” it said in a statement. “Six bodies were
recovered so far. Search and rescue operations for survivors
are continuing,” added the navy, which has deployed signifi-
cant resources off the Libyan coast. A huge wave of migrants
arrived in Italy at the end of August, when some 14,000 peo-
ple were rescued in the space of five days. According to UN
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) figures 117,590
migrants arrived in Italy between the start of 2015 and
September 1, around the same level as last year. 

France’s prosecutors 
seek trial for Sarkozy
A potentially major blow to Sarkozy’s re-election bid 

LA BAULE: Former French president and candidate for the right-wing ‘Les
Republicains’ (LR) party primary ahead of the 2017 presidential election Nicolas
Sarkozy (4th right) shakes hands with supporters after delivering a speech during
the LR political party summer camp in La Baule, western France. — AFP 

LIBREVILLE: Internet services in Gabon par-
tially resumed yesterday after a five-day
blackout following days of violence and
chaos sparked by President Ali Bongo’s dis-
puted re-election. Post-election unrest has
claimed at least seven lives in the oil-rich
central African nation, ruled by the Bongo
family since 1967. Ali Bongo’s rival Jean Ping,
a veteran diplomat who has held a top
African Union job and served as foreign min-
ister, has already vowed to challenge the
result. Bongo was declared victorious by a
razor-thin margin of just under 6,000 votes,
but Ping has insisted the vote was rigged
and on Friday claimed victory for himself. He
is calling for a recount-something the
Gabonese authorities have so far refused to
do. Yesterday, the internet was accessible
but social media networks remained
blocked, according to AFP journalists in the
capital Libreville. Banks and shops re-
opened in the seaside city and taxis
returned to the streets. But many shops
offered only limited provisions as the unrest
stalled deliveries.

The violence after the announcement of
the results on Wednesday has sparked inter-
national concern with top diplomats calling
for restraint as rights groups raised alarm
over the use of excessive force. At least sev-
en people have died, according to an AFP
count, and some 800 people have been
arrested in the capital UN chief Ban Ki-moon

spoke to both Bongo and Ping on Sunday
and “deplored the loss of life”, a UN state-
ment said. “He expressed concern about the
continuing inflammatory messages being
disseminated and called for an immediate
end to all acts of violence in the country,” it
said.

‘Things will start heating up’
Tensions remained high in the economic

capital Port-Gentil and Total workers turned
up for the first since Tuesday, a management
source in the French oil giant said. A Total
worker said there had been gunshots heard
in the city overnight. “The refinery remains
closed. The teams working round-the-clock
are only there to ensure security,” said an
official at Sogara, Gabon’s sole refinery joint-
ly owned by the government and a clutch of
major international firms. The troubles have
also caused prices to rocket. “Four chillies
now cost 1,000 CFA francs (1.5 euros, $1.6)
against 200 to 300 CFA francs earlier,” said
Andre, a resident from Lalala-a-gauche, a
working class area in Libreville. “Things will
really start heating up,” he said, echoing a
widespread fear in the capital. The country had
previously enjoyed relative political stability,
mainly because former colonial power France
helped Omar Bongo rule for 41 years. After he
died in June 2009, his son Ali won an election
but opposition media claimed he had essen-
tially been installed by France. —AFP 

BERLIN: German Chancellor Angela Merkel
came under fresh fire over her open-door
refugee policy yesterday after her party suf-
fered a humiliating defeat against an
upstart anti-migrant populist party in her
home state. The right-wing populist
Alternative for Germany (AfD) party
clinched almost 21 percent in its first bid
for seats in the regional parliament of
Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania on
Sunday.With her eyes on national elections
next year, AfD co-chief Beatrix von Storch
hailed the shock outcome as “the begin-
ning of the end of the Merkel era”, while
Bild daily labelled the result another “slap
across the face” for the chancellor.

The AfD’s rise mirrors success enjoyed
by other anti-immigration parties across
Europe, with France’s Front National (FN)
riding high in the polls and a far-right pop-
ulist eyeing the presidency in Austria in
elections on October 2. Merkel’s conserva-
tive Christian Democratic Union (CDU) won
just 19 percent in its worst ever score in the
ex-communist northeastern state, while
the Social Democrats maintained top place
with over 30 percent.

The state vote was held exactly one year
after Merkel opened German borders to a
mass influx of Syrian refugees and other
migrants that would swell arrivals in
Europe’s top economy to one million asy-

lum seekers in 2015. While her welcoming
stance initially won much praise, the mood
has since considerably darkened as popular
worries have grown about how to integrate
the newcomers. The AfD has capitalized on
such fears, especially since a spate of sexual
assaults blamed on North African men on
New Year’s Eve, and a series of bloody
attacks this summer, some claimed by the
Islamic State group.  With its latest win, the
Islamophobic AfD, founded just over three
years ago, is now represented in nine out of
Germany’s 16 regional parliaments, and
hoping for more gains when the capital
Berlin goes to the polls in two weeks.

‘Protest storm’ -
The state election in the sprawling farm-

ing and coastal state is the latest to serve as
a bellwether ahead of national elections in
late 2017.  Merkel, in power for 11 years,
has not yet said whether she will run for a
fourth term but is widely expected to do
so. Although Sunday’s election was held in
Germany’s poorest and least populous
state, the outcome was significant in part
because it is home to Merkel’s constituen-
cy, the port city of Stralsund.”This was more
than a small state election, it was a vote on
Merkel,” said news site Spiegel Online,
pointing at the “protest storm” in “Merkel’s
living room”. — AFP

LIBREVILLE: A burned vehicle sits outside a government building after an election
protest in Libreville, Gabon. — AP 

Internet back in Gabon but 
post-election tensions rife

Merkel under fire after poll 
defeat to anti-migrant party

SCHWERIN: AfD (Alternative for Germany) party chairwoman, Frauke Petry, speaks
with journalists after first exit polls for the state elections in Mecklenburg-Western
Pomerania, in Schwerin, Germany. — AP 


