
By Leonora Beck

Ji Mengyu sinks into a soft chair with her cup
of tea to the sound of tinkling teaspoons
and light chatter. The opulently decorated

Victorian tea salon is quintessentially British,
something straight out of Downton Abbey.
Except it’s in Beijing. The 25-year-old HR profes-
sional is one of a growing number of Chinese
who are looking past their country’s ancient tea
traditions in favor of imported British blends.
For Ji, the tea has an aura of luxury and quality,
and gives her a sense of partaking in the posh
British culture popularized globally by TV shows
and fashion brands.

“I think British people’s traditional customs
and culture have a kind of classical style,” says Ji,
who says she’s inspired by T V shows like
Downton Abbey, but also Sherlock Holmes and
Game of Thrones. For three centuries, countries
in Asia and Africa have been quenching Britons’
thirst for tea, supplying dried leaves worth mil-
lions of pounds every year. Now, that trend is
showing some signs of reversing. China and
Hong Kong in particular are seeing a surge in
appetite for British tea blends - some of which
are made with leaves from China itself, an exam-
ple of the twists in trade that the globalization
of tastes can create.

Upscale tea blends from storied British com-
panies like Twinings, Taylors of Harrogate and
Hudson & Middleton occupy increasingly more
space on shelves in Chinese supermarkets,
restaurant menus and online shops. Teahouses
serving British afternoon tea have sprouted up
in the bigger cities in China. Five years ago,
Annvita English Tea Company managed ten tea-
houses around China, serving imported blends
and pastries in British-style tearooms. The num-
ber has since grown tenfold, with more planned.
“It fits the taste of people who want to pursue a
higher quality of life,” says Li Qunlou, general

manager at AnnVita English Tea House in
Sanlitun in Beijing.

As a result, British tea companies selling pre-
mium blends have seen their exports to China
and Hong Kong skyrocket. In the first five
months of 2016, British tea exports to Hong
Kong nearly tripled in value compared with two
years earlier. They doubled to the rest of main-
land China, data from the U.K. HM Revenue &
Customs show. Shipments to China and Hong
Kong only make up 7 percent of total British tea
exports, but the share is growing quickly.

Some of these deliveries come from
Harrogate, a small town in northern England
that is the home to Taylors of Harrogate. The
fourth generation family-owned company has
been selling tea to China for more than 10 years.
In the past three years, sales have more than

doubled every year, albeit from a low starting
point. “China produces nearly one half of the
world’s tea, so on the surface you would think
that there is a limited opportunity for Taylors of
Harrogate,” says Matthew Davies, Head of
International Sales at Taylors of Harrogate.

Tea originates from China and has been a
central part of the culture for thousands of
years. In Britain, tea was not introduced until the
17th century, though it has since become a sta-
ple and adapted to local tastes. Every day thou-
sands of tea samples arrive in Harrogate for the
tasters to evaluate. The business essentially
relies on their taste buds to find the right mix of
leaves to maintain the signature flavors that the
company bases its reputation on. Chinese cus-
tomers mainly buy Taylor of Harrogate’s Earl
Grey and English Breakfast tea.

Demand
“Our approach was to invest time and

resources to understand consumer behavior and
we found that there are a number of Chinese
consumers with a high level of discretionary
income and demand for Taylors of Harrogate
brands,” says Davies. The demand is growing
mainly among China’s wealthy middle class and
is fueled by portrayals of British high society fea-
tured in TV shows, news stories of the British roy-
al family and classical novels like Jane Austen’s,
analysts say.

“Previously, Chinese consumers were more
exposed to American culture, McDonalds and
Hollywood-style things. These few years, because
of the popular British TV dramas, Chinese con-
sumers are more exposed to British brands and
the lifestyle,” says Hope Lee, senior drinks analyst
at Euromonitor International. Another reason for
the thriving popularity of British imported tea is
the seemingly endless string of food scandals
that plagues China and Hong Kong.

Greenpeace and government investigations
found high levels of pesticides or poisonous
earths in tea, also in some of the best known
brands. Imported premium British tea brands are
perceived as being safer and of higher quality.
Paradoxically, some of the British tea sold in
China and Hong Kong is originally grown in
China. However, it represents only a small
amount of British exports there - about 3 per-
cent, according to Frost & Sullivan, a market
research company.

British tea makers mainly import leaves from
Africa and India, regions where the taste for British
tea blends has not grown in the same way, for
economic and cultural reasons. Despite the recent
slowdown in the Chinese economy, Taylors of
Harrogate and many other companies and indus-
try experts are optimistic about the country’s con-
sumers. “We are continuing to strengthen our
lengths in China,” says Davies. —AP
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Sleepy Guyana has long been one of the hemisphere’s
poorest places, a sparsely populated nation on South
America’s northern shoulder that relies heavily on exports

of sugar, rice and gold. But these days, there’s a surge of excite-
ment about an anticipated windfall from major oil-and-gas
deposits found in the deep seabed 193 km off the coast - as
well as worries about the disruptions and conflicts it might
bring. Hopes are high that fuel siphoned in a few years’ time
from more than 5 km below the sea’s surface might be an anti-
dote to entrenched poverty and underdevelopment in the
country of 750,000 people. “We will have billions in foreign
reserves and our population is going to swell big time,” miner
Cosmos Santo said from a park bench in the seaside capital of
narrow streets and mostly low-rise, wooden buildings. The US
Geological Survey had long estimated that offshore Guyana
was rich in gas and oil. Now US-based ExxonMobil has
announced a “world-class oil discovery” off Guyana after drilling
a well that struck oil-bearing sandstone with an estimated 800
million to 1.4 billion oil equivalent barrels.

Exxon and partner Hess Corp haven’t yet announced devel-
opment or investment plans, which could be complicated by
low current oil prices and a dispute with neighboring
Venezuela. But Guyanese authorities are racing to set up rules
and plans to administer the hoped-for new industry while

avoiding what is known as the “resource curse.” In places like
Congo and Nigeria, oil or mineral wealth has fueled conflict
instead of development.

Guyana only has to look at Venezuela next door to see what
can go haywire with an oil-dependent state. South America’s
biggest energy producer has been in economic free fall since
the 2014 crash in prices for the oil that funds nearly all the
spending of its socialist government. Guyana’s presidential
spokesman, Mark Archer, said the administration is determined
to avoid the mistakes of Venezuela and other energy-rich
nations that have run into hard times. “The plan is not to spend
wildly like a drunken sailor but to put in a wealth fund for future
generations and ensure we do not neglect agriculture,” Archer
said. Norway and the US Energy Department are advising
Guyana on setting up such a fund as well as a regulatory frame-
work for the industry, Natural Resources Minister Raphael
Trotman says. Some of the hoped-for riches would go toward
building a 565-km jungle road from the capital to northeastern
Brazil, opening up Guyana’s rugged, mineral-rich interior.
Households would get free cooking gas and cheap gasoline.

Dispute 
Guyana’s small military would get new aircraft to protect the

offshore fields and borders, to provide some “comfort to Exxon
and other investors,” Archer said. “We must be able to protect
our investment,” he said. Protection may be necessary because
the offshore discoveries have reignited a decades-old territorial
dispute between Guyana and far-larger Venezuela. Venezuela
has for decades claimed two-thirds of Guyana’s territory as its
own, arguing that the gold-rich region west of the Essequibo
River - and the resulting maritime zone where Exxon’s find lies -
was stolen from it by an 1899 agreement with Britain and its
then-colony.

Venezuela’s navy briefly detained a ship carrying five
American oil workers in 2013. They were conducting a seismic
survey under a Guyana concession at the time. Guyana says it
wants the International Court of Justice to settle the border dis-
pute with Venezuela, though the case has not yet reached the
court. Diego Moya-Ocampos, analyst with the London-based
consulting firm IHS Global Insight, said he believes Venezuela’s
claim of sovereignty will pose a “major complication” to recover-
ing oil and minerals. —AP
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Dreams, fears as 
Guyana finds oil

By Bert Wilninson

British tea booming in China, its birthplace

By Anastasia Moloney

When her captives tied the chains around her waist a lit-
tle looser than usual, Zunduri knew it was her chance
to escape. Wriggling free, she dashed out of the dry

cleaning shop in Mexico City where she had been enslaved,
beaten and starved for more than half a decade. “There is no
part of my body without scars,” Zunduri told Thomson Reuters
Foundation in a phone interview from her home in Mexico’s cap-
ital, recalling an ordeal that shocked Mexicans as one of the
worst slavery cases to come to light in the city.

“Doctors counted more than 600 scars on my body. A hot
iron was put to my head. I ironed and ironed. I didn’t see the
light of day. I didn’t know when the sun set or when it rose. I had
to drink steam from the iron to get water.” Since her dramatic
escape last year, Zunduri has become an icon of resilience in a
country where shame and stigma make many slavery survivors
reluctant to go public. And as her alleged tormenters await trial,
her example has inspired others to speak out as they seek justice
and try to rebuild their lives. “I was an animal to them,” 24-year-
old Zunduri said. “I want them to pay for everything I have had
to suffer.”

Her five alleged captors are the woman who owned the dry
cleaners, plus the woman’s two daughters, husband and sister.
All are in prison facing charges of human trafficking, which car-
ries a maximum sentence of 30 years. Their trial is set to be one
of Mexico’s highest-profile trafficking cases, underlining the
country’s status as a source, transit and destination country for
adults and children coerced into forced labor and sex work.

While Zunduri reported the crime to police and gave testi-
mony, prosecutors and activists say thousands of slavery cases
remain invisible as many victims don’t come forward due to fear
of reprisal from traffickers. Nearly 380,000 people are trapped in
modern slavery in Mexico, according to the 2016 Global Slavery
Index by rights group Walk Free Foundation. In Mexico, the most
common form of human trafficking involves women and girls
forced into sex work, with indigenous people and migrants most
vulnerable.

Men, women and children are also exploited as forced labor-

ers on farms, in factories and on building sites, according to the
US State Department’s 2016 Trafficking in Persons Report. “In
Mexico we still have people who are slaves in homes, especially
children, who work in exchange for food, water and a bed,” said
Rosi Orozco, who heads the Commission United Against Human
Trafficking, a Mexican non-governmental organization. 

She said the message Zunduri and other prominent survivors
promote is that lives can be rebuilt after slavery. “They are exam-
ples to the world that trafficking survivors can successfully rein-
tegrate back into society,” said Orozco, a former congresswoman
who helped push through Mexico’s new and tougher anti-traf-
ficking law in 2012. “It takes time for each survivor to take away
the shame. But now they are not ashamed about what hap-
pened to them.”

For Zunduri, the goal is to raise awareness about the many
difficulties facing survivors who are often traumatized and vul-
nerable. “It’s a long process for the physical scars to heal and dis-
appear. But the main scar is the one I have in my soul, in my
heart, and in my mind,” said Zunduri, who has undergone psy-
chological therapy and plans to set up a bakery and learn
English.

‘Living Again is Possible’
For Karla Jacinto, a Mexican survivor of sex trafficking, life

after slavery can give way to depression and despair. When
Jacinto was 12, she was lured from poverty and sexual abuse at
home by a man posing as a car salesman who showered her
with kind words and gifts. The charming “dream man” became
her boyfriend but later turned into her trafficker and tormentor,
Jacinto said in a telephone interview. He forced her to work for
four years as a child prostitute on streets and roadside motels in
Mexico and threatened to harm her family if she refused or tried
to escape.

“The first time with a client was the hardest. I was 12. I had to
close my eyes,” Jacinto, now 24, said. “I was forced to be with on
average 20 to 30 men a day. Around 43,000 men between the
ages of 12 to 16.” She said one man who became a regular client
helped her escape in 2008. “At first, I didn’t want to live anymore,”
Jacinto said. “Some girls don’t escape. Some die, others commit

suicide.” It took two years of therapy before Jacinto could begin
to think about moving on with her life. “You need unconditional
support from psychologists and your family, like I have with my
mother, to get through this and move on,” said Jacinto, who will
start studying at university this year.

Her work as an anti-trafficking activist brought her, together
with Zunduri, to the Vatican last year where they shared their
experiences with Pope Francis. “My message to others is that we
can dream. We can survive,” Jacinto said. “There are opportuni-
ties beyond the life we once knew. Living again is possible.”

Few Shelters, Little Justice
Both Jacinto and Zunduri hope their gradual recovery can

encourage others to come forward and rebuild their lives as
Mexico does more to tackle human trafficking. The number of
federal and state investigations for trafficking has increased
across the country, rising to 665 in 2015 from 449 in 2014,
according to the US State Department’s latest report. Yet prose-
cutions for trafficking remain low in Mexico, as they do world-
wide, in an industry the International Labor Organization esti-
mates is worth $150 billion a year.

Few trafficking victims get justice in Mexico. Authorities con-
victed 86 traffickers last year - around 2 percent of cases. That’s “a
rate consistent with conviction rates for other crimes in Mexico”,
the US State Department’s 2016 report said. Mexico’s conviction
rate for human trafficking is high though when compared to
Latin American neighbors and other countries worldwide,
Orozco said. But support for trafficking victims, especially out-
side of Mexico City, is limited, leaving many survivors vulnerable
to being trafficked again.

In Mexico, there are no shelters for male trafficking victims
and most are only for underage girls, Orozco said. She added
that more needs to be done to provide long-term personalized
care. “There is no one model, no one response to help survivors.
Every person is different, and every person needs their own pro-
gram, their own personalized help,” Orozco said. Trafficking vic-
tims can only stay in government-run refuges for a maximum of
six months. “It’s inhumane and unfair to think that a person can
recover and rehabilitate in that space of time,” Orozco said. “The
process takes years.”  —Reuters

Mexico slavery survivors defy stigma

HARROGATE, England: An employee packs boxes of tea at the production
line at Taylors of Harrogate’s tea packaging facilities in Harrogate,
England, Tuesday Aug. 30, 2016. —AP


