
LONDON: Attacking midfielder Dimitri Payet’s return to the first team will give West
Ham United a major boost, manager Slaven Bilic has said ahead of Saturday’s Premier
League clash with Watford. The 29-year-old had an impressive debut season in
England, scoring 12 goals in all competitions since joining from Olympique Marseille
in June last year. Payet, who has made just one appearance in the league
this season, was also joint second-top scorer at Euro 2016 with three
goals and was named in the team of the tournament after helping
France reach the final. “It is key for us if he can produce his best form
again. He has the qualities that the best players have and can help
change a game. They are influencing their team mates and oppo-
nents,” Bilic told the club’s website (www.whufc.com). “He makes the
team play better and everyone around him is benefiting. The team
recognised that last season.” West Ham, who failed to make the
Europa League group stage for the second year in a row after
being eliminated by Astra Giurgiu last month, have managed
only three points from their opening three Premier League
games. — Reuters
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ATHENS: Greece’s Super League will finally kick off this weekend after the
Hellenic Football Federation (EPO) and the Super League ended their feud
over referees yesterday. Greece risked being suspended from international
football by global soccer body FIFA and its European counterpart UEFA
after the government intervened in a long-running dispute over the selec-
tion of referees by ordering the postponement of the new season on the
grounds of public safety. But after numerous discussions, former FIFA refer-
ee Kyros Vassaras was appointed as chief arbitrator on the refereeing com-
mittee until the EPO elections on Oct.1, meaning matches will now get
underway. “The championship will start; the fans are rightly anxious
because football should be played,” said the EPO president Giorgos
Gkirtzikos is a statement. “We have found a solution to the problems by
bringing in Mr Vassaras. He is a member of UEFA and one of our own,” he
added. “I hope for a great season ahead for the Super League and that
Greek football can continue to improve its status.” It is not the first time
Greece has risked running into trouble with FIFA. — Reuters
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KARACHI: Pakistan’s number one tennis player Aisam ul Haq Qureshi said yes-
terday he has pulled out of a Davis Cup tie in New Zealand later this week “to
take a stand”. The 2010 US Open Doubles finalist remains unhappy that a 2013
match against the same opponents held in Myanmar was handed by the match
referee to New Zealand because of poor playing conditions, while Qureshi was

winning.  Pakistan has not hosted a Davis Cup tie since
2005 and plays its home matches in neutral venues
because of security concerns.  He tweeted: “I

believe we need to make a stand for our Country &
rights specially nowadays when unfortunately no

place is safe.” Speaking to AFP, his father Ehtisham ul
Haq added: “Aisam is not in the right frame of mind and
to pre-empt any further controversy he has pulled out of

the tie.” The Pakistan team was due to travel to
Christchurch for their Davis Cup Asia Oceania Group I sec-

ond round play-offs from September 16-18. — AFP
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NORTON: Paul Casey, of England, tees off on the third hole during the final round of the Deutsche Bank Championship golf tournament in
Norton, Mass, yesterday. — AP

NORTON: Paul Casey is going after his first PGA
Tour victory in seven years at the Deutsche Bank
Championship, and he has plenty of names
behind him to consider in the Labor Day finish.

Brian Harman is three shots behind. PGA
champion Jimmy Walker is another shot back.
Rory McIlroy, six shots behind, is still in the
mix. But the biggest name of all might be
Hermine. Once a hurricane, now classified as a
post-tropical cyclone, the system was moving
out toward the Atlantic and leaving behind
some potentially challenging weather for the
final round at the TPC Boston. In the forecast is
35 mph wind and bursts of showers for most
of the final round.

Wind and rain make a recipe for just about
anything. “I used to do it fairly well in Europe,”
said Casey, who grew up in England and lives in
Arizona. “I don’t necessarily like it, but I can deal
with it.” He might not have a choice. 

THE LEADER
No one led by more than one shot in the

third round Sunday until Casey hit 7-iron to 5
feet for birdie on the 16th hole, and then closed
out his round with a 3-iron that landed just left
of the green on the par-5 18th, hopped on and
caught a ridge that sent the ball 30 inches below
the hole to set up an eagle. 

That put him at 15-under 198. What does that
mean for Casey? “I haven’t really thought about

it,” he said. “Still digest my 3-iron on the last. I
don’t know.  Depends on how bad it is.”

THE CHASERS
Harman’s only victory was two years ago at

the John Deere Classic. Four shots behind, and
playing in the final group, is Smylie Kaufman,
who won his first PGA Tour event in Las Vegas at
the start of the season. Walker and Kevin
Chappell also were four back at 11-under 202.

Chappell is the only player from the top 10 on
the leaderboard who has yet to win on the PGA
Tour. He was in the lead at 13 under until a per-
fect tee shot on the 12th hole landed in a divot.
He came up short into a hazard, tried to play out
of the native area and wound up with a double
bogey. “I said yesterday that at some point in
time during the next 36 holes, I was going to be
hit with adversity,” Chappell said. “Felt like I hung
in there and finished with six straight pars from
not-the-best position. So that’s what I’m going
to choose to look at, and hopefully tomorrow I
can get the ball in position and try to make
some birdies.”

THE OTHER RACE
The top 70 in the FedEx Cup after Monday

advance to the third playoff event at Crooked
Stick in the BMW Championship. Casey was at
No. 59 and Harman at No. 67 and now should
have no trouble advancing. Monday could be far

more significant for Steve Stricker, Charles
Howell III and Billy Hurley III.  Stricker barely
made it into the Deutsche Bank Championship
and is No. 98. He was tied for 11th, which at the
moment is just enough for him to sneak into the
top 70.

Hurley is at No. 77 and shot 69 to get into the
large tie for 11th. Hurley should be fine, but a
good finish would help.

Howell? He’s safe at No. 50, but every point
counts. The better he finishes in the Deutsche
Bank, the more progress he makes toward being
among the top 30 who reach the Tour
Championship.  Howell hasn’t made it to East
Lake since 2011. Those who reach East Lake get
into the Masters, which the Augusta native has
not played since 2012.

RYDER CUP IMPLICATIONS
There wouldn’t appear be any. US captain

Davis Love III doesn’t make his three picks until
after the BMW Championship, and he still has
another pick after that. But it’s worth keeping an
eye on Jim Furyk, who is No. 84 and tied for 48th.
He needs a big round to advance.

Furyk is under consideration for a captain’s
pick, in part because he is No. 15 despite losing
four months at the start of the year recovering
from wrist surgery. But it might be tougher to
pick a “hot” player who doesn’t even make it to
the third playoff event. — AP
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MONZA: Canadian teenager Lance Stroll has
emerged as a frontrunner to replace Felipe
Massa at the Williams Formula One team next
season after the Brazilian announced his retire-
ment last week.

Jacques Villeneuve, the 1997 world champion
who was the last Canadian to race for the British-
based team, told Reuters at Monza that he
believed the deal was all but done for the 17-
year-old. A team source confirmed separately
that Stroll was on the short list, along with
Brazilian Felipe Nasr, who was a Williams reserve
before securing his current race seat at Sauber.

Stroll turns 18 in October and is on course to
win the European F3 title, which would secure
him the necessary super-licence.

His career has been bankrolled by billionaire
father Lawrence, who made his fortune with the
Tommy Hilfiger and Michael Kors fashion brands.

Williams signed the youngster last year as a
development driver with a promise he would be
‘fully immersed’ in the team in the same way
that current race driver Valtteri Bottas was.

Mexican Sergio ‘Checo’ Perez has also been in
the rumour mill but Force India, who are battling
Williams for fourth place, have him under con-
tract. “We’re just going through the process now,
which is very close, to finalising the commercial
side and then hopefully there will  be an
announcement in the near future,” deputy prin-
cipal Bob Fernley told Reuters.

“At the moment, his alternatives are either
sideways or backwards.” Perez told reporters he
hoped for an announcement within weeks and

was confident he would get “what I always want-
ed”. When asked what that might be, he replied
“You will find out very soon.” Some interpreted
that as a hint that he could move to Renault,
with that works team rebuilding, but it could
equally refer to release clauses. Ferrari have Kimi
Raikkonen, the 2007 champion and oldest driver
on the starting grid at 36, out of contract at the
end of 2017 and Perez started out as a member
of the Ferrari young driver academy.

The Mexican, who had one unhappy season
at McLaren, has made no secret of his desire to
drive for a top team again and being locked into
a multi-year contract would make that harder.

The fate of Denmark’s Kevin Magnussen and
British rookie Jolyon Palmer at Renault remains
uncertain, with the latter yet to score a point in
14 races. Russian Daniil Kvyat is also looking
insecure at Toro Rosso, with French GP2 leader
Pierre Gasly eager for a chance. — Reuters
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CHICAGO: US soccer star Megan Rapinoe
knelt during the national anthem Sunday
night before the Seattle Reign’s game
against the Chicago Red Stars “in a little
nod” to NFL quarterback Colin Kaepernick.

Kaepernick’s refusal to stand for the
national anthem to protest racial injustice
and minority oppression came to public
notice when he remained seated on the
bench before a preseason game against
Green Bay. On Thursday night in San Diego,
he and safety Eric Reid knelt during the
anthem before a game against the Chargers.

“It was very intentional,” Rapinoe told
American Soccer Now after Seattle’s 2-2 tie
in the National Women’s Soccer League
game. “It was a little nod to Kaepernick and
everything that he’s standing for right now.
I think it’s actually pretty disgusting the way
he was treated and the way that a lot of the
media has covered it and made it about
something that it absolutely isn’t. We need
to have a more thoughtful, two-sided con-
versation about racial issues in this country.

“Being a gay American, I know what it
means to look at the flag and not have it
protect all of your liberties. It was some-
thing small that I could do and something
that I plan to keep doing in the future and
hopefully spark some meaningful conversa-
tion around it. It’s important to have white
people stand in support of people of color
on this. We don’t need to be the leading
voice, of course, but standing in support of
them is something that’s really powerful.”
Seattle Seahawks cornerback Jeremy Lane

showed his support for Kaepernick by sit-
ting on the bench during the national
anthem at a preseason game in Oakland.

The 31-year-old Rapinoe has played for
Seattle since 2013, after a stint with the
French team Olympique Lyon. A standout
at the University of Portland, she made her
name with the senior US  Women’s national
team in 2006. Known for her creativity on
the field, she has played in two Women’s
World Cups and two Olympics.

She injured her knee last December dur-
ing training and required surgery, but was
able to come back and play in the Rio
Games. The United States, which had won
three straight gold medals in the sport, was
eliminated in the quarterfinals by Sweden.

Since coming out in 2012, Rapinoe has
been devoted advocate for LGBT rights and
has worked with the Gay, Lesbian &
Straight Education Network (GLSEN) and
other organizations.

Rapinoe also has been vocal about pay
equity, and was among five national team
players who lent their names to a com-
plaint filed with the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission alleging wage
discrimination. The players claim that
members of the team make in some cases
up to four times less than their male
national team counterparts.

She has frequently spoken out on
Twitter, delving into politics and even call-
ing out NWSL when a match was played
on an extremely narrow field earlier this
summer. — AP

MONZA: The outcome of this year’s drivers
world championship may be decided by
the capricious nature of Mercedes’ clutches
unless the team finds a reliable solution to
its ongoing poor starts.

That was the unwanted scenario in
prospect for both title contenders Lewis
Hamilton and Nico Rosberg ahead of a
meeting at the team factory at Brackley
today when a series of bad getaways
from the grid goes under the technical
microscope.

Mercedes drivers’ have failed to take
advantage of seven pole positions this
season. Series leader and defending three-
time champion Hamilton was the latest to
suffer when, after blitzing to pole position
with a memorable qualifying lap on
Saturday, he was bogged down at the
start of Sunday’s Italian Grand Prix and fell
down to sixth.

That he eventually finished second
behind the triumphant Rosberg was of lit-
tle consolation as his lead in the champi-
onship was trimmed to nine points to two,
with seven races remaining.

“We never stop improving and learning,
but this year has been a hard year for us
with our clutch,” said the 31-year-old Briton
in the wake of Sunday’s race.

“They’ll be working very hard. It’s not a
quick fix. It’s not something we can change
for the next race. “We have made improve-
ments so you’ve seen better starts, but we
are still caught out by the random variation
that we have from one start to another.

“We do practice starts all weekend and
they vary a little bit and then, every now
and then, we get a drastic variation.

“You’ve seen it with Nico. You’ve seen it
with me, quite a few times. It’s something
we need to continue to work on.

“I can assure you we’ll be talking about
it today. “We’ll try to get as much informa-
tion and learn as much as we can to try and

make sure in the remaining seven races
that we’re not struggling to get off the line
from pole positions.”

SLUGGISH START 
Hamilton’s sluggish start at Monza was

not his first and followed similar problems
for him in Australia, Bahrain, Spain and
Canada while Rosberg was the victim of
clutch gremlins in Melbourne, Hungary and
Germany. As arguments raged over who
was responsible for this latest failure to
convert a dominant pole into a secure vic-
tory, Hamilton and team chief Toto Wolff
both side-stepped ‘the blame game’ and
took a broader view. 

Hamilton said he went through his start
procedures correctly, but this had created
too much torque, which in turn resulted in
wheel-spin. Wolff said: “In this team, I will
never blame anybody - not the driver, not
the engineer, nobody. “If you start to blame,
this is where you start going downhill
because people try to protect themselves
and (then we) have a conservative system in
place, rather than putting the best develop-
ment on the car. “Nobody is to blame and in
this particular case it’s a combination of
many things. We changed the rules last year
(going from a double to a single clutch start)
and this is why I don’t want to go there.

“Once we’ve seen all the data, we’ll
address it internally to see what needs to
be done in order for it to be avoided.

“So it’s not a game of blaming. As a
team you win and lose together. In this
case, the team has lost.” For Rosberg, it was
an unexpected gift of victory, taking him to
seven wins for the year to Hamilton’s sixth.

“I had an awesome start and that made
the win,” he said. “So it was all there.”

Looking ahead, he added: “The race is
on with Lewis. It’s always going to be a
great battle and I look forward to what’s
to come.” — AFP
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