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SINGAPORE: Singapore will no longer isolate
people who test positive for Zika or are sus-
pected of carrying it as the number of cases of
the mosquito-borne virus increases across the
city-state, the health ministry said yesterday.

Tropical Singapore, a global financial and
transit hub, has reported just over 240 Zika
cases since the first locally infected case was
detected on Aug. 27, and media has quoted

the deputy health minister as saying the virus
was “here to stay”.

In a statement, the health ministry said the
presence of the Aedes mosquitoes that carry
the virus, as well as the fact that most people
do not display symptoms, meant isolating
patients already infected would have limited
effect. “Over time, we expect Zika cases to
emerge in more areas given the presence of

the Aedes mosquitoes here,” the ministry said.
“As the cases of Zika in Singapore have been
mild so far, confirmed cases will no longer
need to be hospitalised unless medically indi-
cated.” The government will also pay for the
cost of Zika tests for Singaporeans with symp-
toms of the virus, the ministry added. Most
people who are infected with Zika have mild
symptoms but infections in pregnant women

have been shown to cause microcephaly - a
severe birth defect in which the head and
brain are undersized - as well as other brain
abnormalities. The connection between Zika
and microcephaly first came to light last fall in
Brazil, which has since confirmed more than
1,800 cases of microcephaly. In adults, Zika
infections have also been linked to a rare neu-
rological syndrome known as Guillain-Barre,

as well as other neurological disorders.
Neighbouring Malaysia has reported at

least one case of locally transmitted Zika.
Experts and officials say both countries will
struggle to contain the virus because of the
spread of the Aedes mosquitoes, which also
carry dengue, a potentially fatal virus that
Singapore and Malaysia have been battling
for years. — Reuters
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KUALA LUMPUR: A pest control worker fumigates a school classroom on the eve of the annual national Primary School Evaluation Test on Sunday. — AFP

JAKARTA: Indonesia cannot afford to thorough-
ly check for a possible Zika outbreak, a health
ministry official said, as Southeast Asia’s most
populous country must focus on fighting
dengue, a potentially fatal virus also carried by
mosquitoes.

The World Health Organization (WHO) lists
Indonesia among Asian countries with possible
endemic transmission of, or evidence of, local
Zika infections, but authorities in the sprawling
nation of 250 million people have yet to report
any recent infections.

Both dengue and Zika are spread by the
Aedes aegypti mosquito, which is common
across Southeast Asia. Neighboring Singapore
has over the past week said it detected more
than 240 Zika cases while Malaysia reported its
first locally transmitted infection on Saturday.

“At the moment we cannot go out there and
test everybody or every suspected case for Zika
because it is too costly,” Muhamad Subuh, direc-

tor general for disease prevention and control at
Indonesia’s health ministry, told Reuters. “There
are other priorities like dengue fever, which is
more prevalent and more dangerous, and we
have to allocate our resources accordingly.”

Thousands of infections a year
Like many of its neighbors, Indonesia records

thousands of dengue infections a year.
Indonesia is Southeast Asia’s biggest economy
but the World Bank estimates the government
spends 5.7 percent of its gross domestic product
on public health, which works out to $99 per
person per year, compared with $459 in
Malaysia, the region’s third largest economy.

Subuh said the ministry was actively monitor-
ing for Zika, but experts said authorities would
struggle to identify patients as few hospitals
offered Zika testing, and those that did expected
patients to pay more than $150 for a test, put-
ting it out of reach of many ordinary Indonesians

“The biggest challenge right now is that we
may miss Zika-infected patients because of lack
of facilities and testing,” said Tedjo Sasmono, a
scientist at Jakarta’s Eijkman Institute, one of
only two facilities in Indonesia capable of diag-
nosing Zika. The institute receives no govern-
ment funding specifically for Zika and relies on
funds from private hospitals, he said. Most peo-
ple who are infected with Zika have mild symp-
toms but infections in pregnant women have
been shown to cause microcephaly - a severe
birth defect in which the head and brain are
undersized - as well as other brain abnormalities.

In adults, Zika infections have also been
linked to a rare neurological syndrome known as
Guillain-Barre, as well as other neurological dis-
orders. Regional experts say the spread of Zika
across Southeast Asia is likely to remain signifi-
cantly under-reported as health authorities fail
to conduct adequate screening. ($1 =
13,145.0000 rupiah). — Reuters
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CAPE CANAVERAL, FLORIDA/JERUSALEM:
Israel’s Space Communication Ltd said on
Sunday it could seek $50 million or a free flight
from Elon Musk’s SpaceX after a Spacecom com-
munications satellite was destroyed last week by
an explosion at SpaceX’s Florida launch site.

Officials of the Israeli company said in a con-
ference call  with reporters Sunday that
Spacecom also could collect $205 million from
Israel Aerospace Industries, which built the
AMOS-6 satellite.

SpaceX said in an email to Reuters that it
does not disclose contract or insurance terms.
The company is not public, and it has not said
what insurance it had for the rocket or to cover
launch pad damages beyond what was required
by the Federal Aviation Administration, which
oversees commercial U.S.  launches, for liability
and damage to government property.

SpaceX has more than 70 missions on its mani-
fest, worth more than $10 billion, for commercial
and government customers. The space launch
company is one of three major transportation and
energy enterprises Musk leads. The others are
electric car maker Tesla Motors Inc and SolarCity
Corp , and Musk faces separate challenges at each
of those money losing companies. Spacecom has
been hit hard in the aftermath of the Thursday
explosion that destroyed the SpaceX Falcon 9
rocket and its payload. The Israeli company said
the loss of the satellite would have a significant
impact, with its equity expected to decline by $30
million to $123 million.

Spacecom shares dropped 9 percent on
Thursday, with the explosion occurring late in
the last trading day of the week.  Trading in the
shares was suspended on Sunday morning, and
the stock plummeted another 34 percent when
trading resumed. In a conference call with
reporters, Spacecom’s general counsel Gil Lotan
said it was too early to say if the company’s
planned merger with Beijing Xinwei Technology
Group would proceed.

Xinwei last month agreed to buy Spacecom
for $285 million, saying the deal was contingent
on the successful launch and operation of
Spacecom’s AMOS-6 satellite. “We hope to con-
tinue fruitful communications with the prospec-
tive buyer,” Lotan said. Xinwei officials on
Monday declined to comment on whether the
incident would impact the terms of the deal.

The firm said in a statement on Friday it was
in close communication with Spacecom about

how the incident would impact the merger. It
added the accident would not impact its broad-
er strategy to establish an integrated space
information network.

Cause unknown
AMOS-6 was to be used by a number of key

clients, including Facebook and Eutelsat
Communications which leased the satellite’s
broadband services to expand internet access in
Africa. Both firms are pursuing other options, the
companies said in separate statements after
Thursday’s accident.

The cause of the accident is under investiga-
tion. Neither SpaceX, nor the FAA which is over-
seeing the investigation, have said how much
damage the explosion caused at SpaceX’s pri-
mary launch site at Cape Canaveral Air Force

Station in Florida.
SpaceX said on Friday that it would shift

flights to a second launch site in Florida, which is
nearing completion and which was last used to
launch NASA’s space shuttles. Thursday’s acci-
dent, which occurred as the company was fuel-
ing its rocket as part of a routine prelaunch test
firing, was the second failed mission for Musk’s
space company in 14 months. In June 2015, a
Falcon 9 rocket exploded about two minutes
after liftoff from Florida, destroying a load of car-
go headed to the International Space Station.

SpaceX returned to flight in December and
since then has flown nine times, all successfully.
It was scheduled to fly for the 29th time on
Saturday. SpaceX declined to comment about
what impact Thursday’s accident would have on
its schedule. — Reuters
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CAPE CANAVERAL, FLORIDA: This NASA TV video grab obtained September 1, 2016 shows the
SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket explosion. — AFP

HONOLULU: Best known for rolling with
chimpanzees in the African wild and reveal-
ing the apes’ true nature as never before,
Jane Goodall is now embracing modern
technology in her mission to save the plan-
et. And at 82, the British primatologist said
she has more energy than ever, particularly
due to her work with young people around
the world.

“I do have hope for the future, even
though I think I have seen as much as any-
body of the harm that we are inflicting on
this planet,” Goodall told attendees at the
International Union for Conservation of
Nature’s World Conservation Congress in
Honolulu. “We are coming up with new
technology all the time that will enable us
to get in greater harmony with nature.”

Goodall rose to fame for her pioneering,
up-close study of the behavior of chim-
panzees in the 1960s. She was the first
researcher to give names-rather than num-
bers-to the apes, and was the first to
observe them using tools, a capacity that
was until then thought to belong only to
humans. 

Now, her Jane Goodall Institute is using
satellite imagery, digital mapping and
NASA technology to encourage large-scale
conservation projects in the forests of
Africa. The initiative, led by her co-worker
Lilian Pintea, has allowed people living in
Gombe National Park in Tanzania to see
high-resolution digital maps of their forests
from above for the first time.

Seeing how these landscapes have
changed since the 1970s, with trees dwin-
dling and important chimp habitat lost, has
encouraged them to protect their forests,
better manage their own resources and
replant trees, he said. “The reason why this
change happened was because we merged
and integrated this perspective from above
with the local understanding about the
nature of the ecology in the right context
at the community level,” Pintea said. 

Goodall herself said she is not involved
with technical details-that is all handled by
Pintea, an expert in mapping tools who
previously worked at the World Bank. But
she said she is in awe of the power of US
space agency technology to make connec-
tions with the most primitive cultures. “I
find this a very fascinating juxtaposition of
ideas,” she said.

Inspired by youth 
Goodall said she travels 300 days of the

year, and is inspired by meeting young
people, particularly through a program she

began in 1991 with a dozen students in
Tanzania. Called Roots and Shoots, the pro-
gram encourages kids to come up with
ideas to help people, animals and the envi-
ronment, and is now a major movement in
nearly 100 countries. “As I travel around the
world,” she said, “I meet more and more
young people who seem to have a new
determination that they are going to take
over and they are going to make change.”

She also touted the power of social
media to connect people around environ-
mental causes. “Social media used in the
right way can bring together people
around the world in unprecedented num-
bers,” she said.

Goodall spoke at several sessions during
the IUCN World Conservation Congress this
weekend, opening at least one of them by
stepping to the microphone and mimick-
ing the greeting call of a wild chimpanzee.
The packed room cheered and applauded
in response, and a few women wiped away
tears.

‘Trump doesn’t’ 
She is also featured in a new movie

about the perils of climate change, called
“Time to Choose,” written and directed by
Academy Award winner Charles Ferguson.
“You can see how far Jane has come out of
her comfort zone,” said the film’s executive
director Jeff Horowitz, remarking on
Goodall’s move from the wilderness to the
forefront of modern technology.

Goodall “is generally known to strike up
a conversation with everyone around her,”
he added. “Jane’s calling in her life is to help
people understand what is important
about our home.” Seated next to Horowitz
as he introduced a screening of the film,
Goodall, who is a vegetarian, urged people
to eat sustainably and consider how much
damage meat-eating incurs on the planet.

She also weighed in on the US presiden-
tial race. As Horowitz spoke about his belief
that most Americans understand that  cli-
mate change is a real problem, Goodall
interjected, “Trump doesn’t.” “Sorry?” he
said. “Trump doesn’t,” she repeated, draw-
ing more cheers from the crowd.

Soon, she opened the floor to questions.
Someone asked if she ever found it difficult
to face the enormous task at hand. “I’m
finding it easier to get more passionate,”
she answered. “I speak from the point of
view of being 82. Each year I live, I am clos-
er to the end,” Goodall added. “There is
such a lot to do. I’m absolutely galvanized
to use my remaining time.” — AFP
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MANILA: The Philippines confirmed yes-
terday its first case of the Zika virus this
year and said it was “highly likely” it had
been locally transmitted, and it expected
more cases after stepping up surveillance.

A 45-year old woman who lives in
Iloilo city in the central Philippines has
the virus, Dr Eric Tayag, spokesman at the
health ministry, told a media briefing.
The woman is not pregnant, he said, and
was recovering at her home. It was con-
sidered “highly likely” she had contracted
the virus locally as she had no history of
travel to any affected country in the past
two weeks, Tayag said.

The Philippines reported its first case
of Zika in 2012, that of a teenage boy in
Cebu island in the central Philippines.
Four subsequent cases were foreigners. A
Zika outbreak is affecting large parts of
Latin America and the Caribbean, with
Brazil the hardest hit, but cases have

been cropping up in Asia.
Singapore has reported more than

240 Zika cases since the first locally
infected case was detected on Aug. 27
and neighboring Malaysia has reported
one such case. Zika infections in preg-
nant women have been shown to cause
microcephaly - a severe birth defect in
which the head and brain are undersized
- as well as other brain abnormalities.

The connection between Zika and
microcephaly first came to light last fall
in Brazil, which has since confirmed more
than 1,800 cases of microcephaly. In
adults, Zika infections have also been
linked to a rare neurological syndrome
known as Guillain-Barre, as well as other
neurological disorders.

There is no vaccine or treatment for
Zika, which is a close cousin of dengue
and chikungunya and causes mild fever,
rash and red eyes. — Reuters

Philippines confirms first 

case of Zika virus this year

HONOLULU, HAWAII: Primatologist Jane Goodall speaks at a session of the
International Union for Conservation of Nature World Conservation Congress on
September 2, 2016. — AFP


