
Iwrote on the 5th of September a column titled
Women’s Rights a topic that I was hesitant to write
about but the response from my readers was

immense and as I promised I am continuing the dis-
cussions. 

I think topics like this should be brought out in the
open, it important to discuss our issues and not ignore
them. We should address the fact that we have some
inequalities within the law/society itself in order to
bring about beneficial change.

Question: How safe is it to go into a police station
alone as a woman? I am hearing mixed responses and I
know you wrote about it, but I have to go in, because
my husband is abusing me and is mistreating me. I am
also afraid that the investigators/police officers will not
understand as they are men and I need to discuss
issues that I am only comfortable discussing around
women. 

I talked about this topic in my last column but I
would like to continue the conversation as I went
myself and did some research. Most police stations in
residential areas now have multiple female investiga-
tors working morning and night shifts and although
there are female police officers, I have only personally
seen them at the airport. Regardless I think if you go to
the police station in the mornings on a weekday at
your residential area you should find friendly women
investigators working there that are very helpful. 

Question: A guy is threatening me with my pic-
tures, he says he will use it to get me fired from my job.
What can I do?

You need to go to the department in the Ministry of
Interior that is specialized in Internet crimes and usual-
ly deal with issues like this. The department is not that
big but the investigators there can be very helpful.
Just make sure you have proof, for example do you
have any messages sent to you where this guy is
threatening you? Emails? So on. Have them ready
before you go in.

Question: I am a 24 year old female and I would
like to marry my boyfriend but my dad will not allow it.
Do I really need his consent at court?

Yes generally speaking a Kuwaiti female needs the
consent of her father at court in order for her to get
married officially. With that said there are cases where
the court has given permission for females to get mar-
ried without consent of their father. Usually the court
only allows permission to women older in age and to
women getting married to men from the same social,
religious, economical  and educational background.
Such cases are very complicated though and do take a
long time. The ones that our office have handled have
been successful but have taken around a year. Even
when the judge does give permission the father can
file an appeal and get the marriage revoked. 

This is one inequality that feminists are against,
their point of view is adults both men and women
should have the right to decide who they are getting
married to. This law is derived from Islamic/ Sharia laws
and therefore they obviously have their supporters as
well. There are many other laws under Kuwaiti family
law that may seem unfair that are also derived from
Islamic Sharia. I hope the above helped, please feel
free to email me any thoughts you have and maybe in
the near future I will write about men’s  rights under
Kuwait’s law. 
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KUWAIT: Minister of Electricity and Water
Ahmed Al-Jassar stressed that despite the
heat and high temperatures, MEW managed
to control the high load phase. A record con-
sumption rate increase of 580 megawatts
was recorded in mid-August ,  when total
consumption was 13,390 megawatts,  a  4
percent  increase  compared to  the  same
period last year. Speaking to reporters on
receiving Eid greetings at his office, Jassar
said that MEW has already started preparing
for next summer. 

* Jassar yesterday signed a contract to
replace 132 and 300 kilovolt overhead power
line insulators and paint high-voltage towers
with silicone, which is expected to prolong the
time needed before maintenance or cleaning
the insulators to 10 years. Jassar added that the
total cost of the project will be KD 17,490,000. 

Reservation cards
* The Public Authority for Housing Welfare

yesterday announced that it would distribute
reservation cards for housing units at the South
Mutlaa project at 9 am this morning. 

* Municipal council member and head of
Hawally committee Yousef  Al-Ghareeb
demanded giving away some land to the west
of Hadiya to the housing authority to be used
for building more housing units and help solve
the housing problem. 

Voluntary Work
On the occasion of celebrating the second

anniversar y of  naming HH the Amir  as a
humanitarian leader by the UN, and as part of

the projects of ‘Kuwait: Capital of Arab Youth’,
the Ministry of State for Youth Affairs launched
its ‘Ayadeena’ (Our Hands) voluntary work cam-
paign. Manager of the voluntary work depart-
ment at the ministry Hamad Al-Aftan said that
the campaign aims at promoting the culture of
voluntar y work amongst youth.  He also
announced launching the voluntary work por-
tal and website. 

* In a meeting after  the Eid hol idays,
National Assembly Secretary General Allam Al-
Kandari urged all Assembly secretariat general
employees to double their efforts in the com-
ing parliamentary term, as he expected it to be
full of achievements. 

Back to school
* In preparation for the new school year,

Mubark Al-Kabeer educational area started a
seven-day course for new teachers in a bid to
introduce them to their new career, said area
director Mansour Al-Daihani, noting that the
training course includes 93 teachers. 

* The Capital education area director Badriya
Al-Khaldi also stressed the significance of hold-
ing special training courses for new teachers.
Speaking on launching a seven-day training
course at Qurtuba high school for girls, Khaldi
said that 210 new teachers will join area’s
schools’ teaching staffs once they complete the
course. 

* The justice ministry is taking part in the
20th meeting of the GCC justice ministries’
undersecretaries in Saudi Arabia on Sept 19 to
20, 2016. The meeting’s agenda has many top-
ics including a draft agreement on extraditing
suspects within GCC states. 

Blogger case 
hearing Oct 17

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The court of appeals yesterday scheduled a
hearing on Oct 17 of the state security case filed
against blogger Hamed Buyabes over charges of com-
mitting hostile activities against Saudi Arabia on his
Twitter account. 
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KUWAIT: The Ministry of Interior (MoI)
announced yesterday that it has formed a spe-
cial unit tasked with handling civilian cases, a
move designed to mitigate the ministry’s judi-
cial burden. Speaking at a press conference on
the issue, the MoI’s Assistant Undersecretary of
Correctional Institutions and Prisons Major
General Khaled Al-Deen said that the unit
would facilitate the indictment process for civil-
ians awaiting trial.

Chief of the Ministry of Justice’s law-enforce-
ment department, Major General Majid Al-
Majid, noted that all civilian cases will be
inspected thoroughly to determine the appro-
priate verdicts for these cases, in line with legal

procedures. He also revealed that security
forces have nabbed 6,895 civilians since the
start of the year, adding that this new unit will
assume its duties in October after a brief trial
period next week. 

Maj Gen Al-Deen stressed that security
forces’ strategy was based on taking care of
both citizens and expats and providing them
with all possible  services. 

The project will hold some litigation ses-
sions at the law enforcement department in
Sulaibiya, Al-Deen said adding that the project
is meant to facilitate procedures and that it
was launched in collaboration with the justice
ministry. 

Special unit to handle 
cases of civilians: MoI

KUWAIT: MoI’s Assistant Underse-
cretary of Correctional Institutions
and Prisons Major General Khaled
Al-Deen.


