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BENGHAZI: Forces loyal to Libya’s UN-backed
unity government launched an offensive yester-
day aimed at retaking key eastern oil ports
seized last week by fighters from a rival adminis-
tration.

The Tripoli-based Government of National
Accord has struggled to assert its authority over
the country since the GNA was formed in

December last year. Oil is Libya’s key asset, and
revenue from crude exports is vital if the GNA is
to rebuild the economy and infrastructure of the
North African nation, ravaged by violence since
the 2011 uprising.

The revolt that ousted and killed dictator
Moamer Kadhafi plunged Libya into chaos, with
militias, jihadists and rival administrations vying
for control of its oil wealth and territory. Last
week, forces led by controversial military strong-
man Khalifa Haftar seized the ports of Ras Lanuf,

Al-Sidra, Zuwaytina and Brega in the so-called
“oil crescent” along the coast.

They later handed them over to the National
Oil Corporation. The NOC says it is loyal to the
GNA, but also to the internationally recognized
parliament based in the east which supports
Haftar’s forces and has refused to give the GNA a
vote of confidence. “The Petroleum Facilities

Guard (PFG) launched an offensive this morning
and (our forces) are fighting them in Ras Lanuf,”
said Mohamad Ibset, a spokesman for Haftar’s
forces.

The PFG, which is loyal to the government in
Tripoli, said it had launched counterattacks on
two of the oil ports. “We attacked Al-Sidra and
Ras Lanuf, and Haftar’s forces are trying to hit us
with their warplanes,” spokesman Ali al-Hassi
told AFP. Muftah al-Muqarief, who heads oil
guards loyal to Haftar, said the assault on the

ports was launched from the west by “militias
backed by outlaws”. “We repelled the attack and
we are chasing them in the region,” he said,
adding that “some” assailants had been cap-
tured. There was no independent confirmation
from the oil crescent region of the fighting and
the situation on the ground.

‘Unite to rebuild’   
The British ambassador to Libya, Peter Millet,

took to Twitter to urge restraint. “Further fighting
around oil crescent installations is bad for future
of Libya’s economy. Better to resolve differences
by dialogue,” he wrote. “Libyans should unite to
rebuild their country not destroy it,” he added.
The loss of the ports was a blow to the GNA
which set up base in the capital in March,
months after it was created as the result of a UN-
backed power-sharing agreement.

Haftar, who sees himself as Libya’s savior after
driving jihadists out of most of the country’s sec-
ond city Benghazi, is the most powerful backer
of the rival administration in the east. Days after
the ports fell under his control, the east-based
parliament promoted Haftar to field marshal
from his previous rank of general.

The administration that backs him
announced on Wednesday that it would hand
control of exports from the four ports to the
NOC, albeit under the supervision of Haftar’s
forces. NOC chairman Mustafa Sanalla said on
Thursday that exports would resume immedi-
ately from two of the ports, including Ras Lanuf.

The US special envoy for Libya, Jonathan
Winer, warned that resumed oil exports would
be acceptable only if the proceeds were paid
into the Libyan central bank in Tripoli. “If oil were
to be diverted... the US will seek to enforce UN
Security Council resolutions,” Winer told AFP in
an interview on Wednesday.

The fighting between the forces of the rival
administrations is the latest escalation of the tur-
moil that has gripped Libya since Kadhafi was
toppled. The GNA is the centrepiece of UN
efforts to restore stability and forge a central
authority capable of tackling the twin scourges
of a significant Islamic State group presence and
rampant people trafficking across the
Mediterranean to Europe. —AFP
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BENGHAZI: People gather around a burning car at the site of a car bomb during a demonstration
in support of General Khalifa Haftar on September 16, 2016.—AFP 

TEHRAN: Iran’s supreme leader said the Islamic
republic must stand strong against Washington on
the region’s conflicts, in an address yesterday to
commanders of the elite Republican Guards force.
“The Americans insist we negotiate with them on
regional issues, especially on Syria, Iraq, Lebanon
and Yemen,” Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said in the
speech published on his official website. “What is
their main goal for requesting these talks? They

have no aim but to prevent the presence in the
region of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the main
factor of America’s failures,” said Khamenei.

Major generals Mohammad Ali Jafari, the
Revolutionary Guards chief, and Qassem
Suleimani, head of its foreign operations wing, the
Quds Force, were among hundreds of members
who attended the speech. Khamenei, whose
country has not had diplomatic relations with

Washington since 1980, stressed that military
power and intimidation were the most effective
means to keep foreign threats at bay.

“In past years, some officials have said the
removal of military threat and war were due to
certain measures, but it’s not true,” he said. “The
sole factor of removing military threats has been
and will remain military and defence power and
the creation of fear in the enemy.” —AFP

ALEPPO: Syrian Abu Ahmed (L) and Abu Majd prepare a barrel filled with plastic as
part of a refining process to produce fuel on September 10, 2016. —AFP

BEIRUT: Syrian troops counterattacked against
the Islamic State group around a key eastern air-
base yesterday after a US-led coalition air strike
killed scores of soldiers forcing a retreat, military
sources said.

The Pentagon said that coalition pilots had
believed they were hitting IS and had halted
the raid as soon as Damascus ally Moscow
informed commanders that army positions
were coming under attack. But Damascus react-
ed angrily to the deadly strike, which forced
troops to pull back from two strategic hilltops
overlooking the besieged airbase on the out-
skirts of the city of Deir Ezzor. “The Syrian army
has returned to the offensive,” a military source
told AFP yesterday. “After the American raids, it
withdrew from several positions but now it has
gone back on the attack.”

A second military source inside Deir Ezzor air-

base said that troops had already regained some
of the lost ground. “The army has retaken most
of its positions on Jabal Therdeh with Russian
and Syrian air support,” the source said, referring
to one of the two hills lost on Saturday. “The two
countries’ air forces bombed the area around the
airbase, neighborhoods held by the jihadists and
the road linking Deir Ezzor to Mayadeen,” an IS-
held town 45 kilometers to the southeast, the
source added.

Retaking the heights around the airbase is
vital for the army as control of them would allow
IS to fire on all aircraft trying to take off or land.
The airbase and adjacent government-held
neighborhoods of the Deir Ezzor city have been
under siege since 2012 and have been depend-
ent on resupply by air.

The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights
said at least 30 jihadists were killed in yesterday’s

counterattack by the army. The Britain-based
monitoring group said 90 soldiers were killed in
Saturday’s air strike, sharply higher than the
death toll of 62 given by Moscow on Saturday.

The US ambassador to the United Nations,
Samantha Power, voiced regret for the loss of
life. “If we determine that we did indeed strike
Syrian military personnel, that was not our inten-
tion. And we of course regret the loss of life,” she
said.

Australia, which said it was one of several
coalition countries whose aircraft took part,
offered its “condolences to the families of any
Syrian personnel killed or wounded.” “While Syria
remains a dynamic and complex operating envi-
ronment, Australia would never intentionally tar-
get a known Syrian military unit or actively sup-
port Daesh (IS),” a statement from the military
said yesterday. —AFP

Syria army bids to recover losses to IS after deadly US-led raid

KONYA, TURKEY: The face of President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan is everywhere in
Konya, a central Anatolian stronghold of his
Islamic-rooted Justice and Development
Party (AKP), that has enjoyed ever greater
prosperity in his 13 years in power. “We are
united with our commander-in-chief,” says
one giant banner on a building, as well as
billboards and flags praising the man who
has dominated Turkey since becoming pre-
mier in 2003 and then president from 2014.

The July 15 attempted coup, blamed on
disgruntled elements in the military linked
to US-based preacher Fethullah Gulen, only
appears to have further bolstered the presi-
dent’s popularity in the city of over one mil-
lion. But with the economy showing signs of
fragility in the wake of the coup, the ques-
tion is how long can the economic miracle
in Konya and similar so-called Anatolian
Tigers like Kayseri to the east continue.

In the 2014 presidential election he took
nearly three-quarters of the vote in Konya
and the ruling Justice and Development
Party (AKP) that he co-founded harvested a
similar figure in November 2015 polls.

The pious city is seen as a bulwark of the
conservative Islam espoused by Erdogan.
But has also prospered greatly under his rule,
becoming one of the Anatolian Tigers that
enjoyed a boom in growth and prosperity as
manufacturing thrived, helping the estimat-
ed 30,000 small and medium-sized enterpris-
es in the city. Meanwhile the last decade has
seen a transformation in the city infrastruc-
ture, with a new tramway, high speed rail
links to Istanbul and the capital Ankara as
well as the brand new Torku Arena, a 40,000-
capacity world class sports stadium.

‘Trust Erdogan more’   
“Konya’s fate changed after the AKP gov-

ernment came into power. In the last 15
years, the economy, roads, tourism have
developed here,” said Konya resident Murat
Tuncerten. “We trust him more after the
coup. People love him and he loves people.
He called on people to come out and they

did it for Tayyip and their fellow citizens,” he
said. For many, the shadow still looms large
of Turkey’s 2000-2001 financial crisis which
required a multi-billion bailout loan from
the IMF, the final installment of which was
paid off by the Erdogan government in 2013
in a mighty signal of its economic independ-
ence. “We were once indebted but Erdogan
saved us from that,” said Sukrut Kanucu, sit-
ting in a lush green park in central Konya.

Nearby the local neighborhood head
(muhtar), Ahmet Uney, who takes care of
local administration like registering resi-
dents, said: “Things work better in Turkey
now. “Our health system has changed, our
roads are better, we create our weapons,
most cities now have airports,” he said,
adding that his new residential area is
expanding with 700-800 people moving
there every month after only becoming offi-
cially recognized in 2014. Resident Mehmet
Arikar, who was visiting the muhtar, agreed:
“On the night of the coup, I knew people
would come out (against it). The AKP did in
10 years what was not done in 50 years pre-
viously. People have got richer. Life is good.”

Economic progress ‘stalled’   
Yet all was not so rosy for the Turkish

economy even before the coup.  Growth
slowed to 3.1 percent in the second quarter
from 4.7 percent at the start of the year as
consumers slowed purchases and invest-
ment fell. 

Philippe Dauba-Pantanacce, a senior
economist at Standard Chartered Bank
based in London, said growth might be
even worse than the headline figure. “Most
of the growth came from a big upshot in
public spending — +16 percent year-over-
year-and adjusted for seasonality and calen-
dar distortions, the figure is worse than the
3.1 percent.” 

After taking into account such factors,
the Turkish economy only grew by 0.3 per-
cent in the second quarter from the first
three months of the year, according to data
from Turkey’s statistics agency. —AFP

KONYA, TURKEY: A man walks past a banner bearing a photograph of Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and reading “We support the national will. We are
united with our commander in chief” in Konya, Central Anatolia region, on August
17, 2016. —AP
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TEHRAN: A handout picture released yesterday by the official website of the Centre for Preserving and Publishing the Works of Iran’s supreme
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei shows him (C) addressing the commanders of Revolutionary Guards during a meeting. —AFP

LONDON: World leaders are gathering in
New York today for a major UN summit on
tackling the refugee and migrant crisis.
Conflicts and persecution have driven a
record 65.3 million people from their
homes. Here are some facts:

One in every 113 people globally is
either an asylum-seeker, internally dis-
placed or a refugee. An average of 24 peo-
ple worldwide were forced to flee every
minute last year. At the end of 2015 there
were 65.3 million forcibly displaced people.
They included 21.3 million refugees, 40.8
million internally displaced and 3.2 million
asylum seekers.

If they were a country they would be the
world’s 21st largest. More than half of
refugees come from just three countries:

Syria (4.9 mln), Afghanistan (2.7 mln)
and Somalia (1.1 mln). Colombia has the
highest number of internally displaced
people (6.9 mln) followed by Syria (6.6 mln)
and Iraq (4.4 mln). Developing regions host
86 percent of refugees. Turkey has by far
the largest number at 2.5 million. Lebanon
has the highest concentration relative to its
own population with nearly one refugee
for every five citizens.

Nearly one in 200 children in the world
is a refugee. The number of child refugees
has more than doubled in the last decade.
Growing numbers of children are crossing
borders alone. Last year,  more than
100,000 unaccompanied minors applied
for asylum in 78 countries - triple the num-
ber in 2014. —Reuters

RIYADH: Unidentified gunmen killed two
Saudi policemen in the mainly Shiite
eastern city of Dammam late on
Saturday, the interior ministry said,
describing it as a “terrorist attack”.

The two officers were patrolling in a
police car when they came under fire at
around 11:30 pm (2030 GMT), a ministry
spokesman told the official Saudi Press
Agency.

They were both pronounced dead on
arrival in hospital. The spokesman did

not specify who it held responsible for
the shooting but there have been previ-
ous attacks on police in mainly Shiite
areas of the oil-rich east of the kingdom
this year.

In January four police were killed in
attacks. The Shiite minority in Sunni-dom-
inated Saudi Arabia has long complained
of discrimination and there has been spo-
radic unrest since the suppression of a
Shiite-led uprising in neighboring Bahrain
sparked a wave of protests in 2011. —AP
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