
I N T E R N AT ION A L
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2016

SEASIDE PARK, NEW JERSY: A pipe
bomb exploded in a New Jersey shore
town Saturday shortly before thousands
of runners were to participate in a charity
5K race to benefit Marines and sailors,
authorities said. No injuries were report-
ed in the blast in Seaside Park around
9:30 a.m. Saturday, said Al Della Fave,
spokesman for the Ocean County
Prosecutor’s office. He said no surround-
ing structures were damaged.

The FBI has taken over as the lead
agency in the investigation. But officials
would not say whether they believe the
incident was terror-related or if they sus-
pected participants in the third annual
Semper Five run were targeted.

“Active, ongoing” investigation
Brad Cohen, the acting special agent

in charge of the FBI’s office in Newark,
declined to discuss the matter at length
during a brief news conference staged
Saturday evening. He also declined to
take questions from reporters, citing the
“active, ongoing” investigation.

The race had been scheduled to start
shortly before the blast occurred, but it
was delayed due to the large numbers of
people registering for the race and
reports of an unattended backpack
being found. Della Fave noted that if the
race had started on time, a “good num-
ber of people” would have been running
past the area where the explosion

occurred. The race was canceled, and the
immediate area was put on lockdown.
Several homes near the scene were evac-
uated as a precaution, though those resi-
dents were allowed to return home early
Saturday night. However, authorities said
several beaches in the area would
remain closed until further notice.

The pipe bomb was in a plastic
garbage can when it exploded, Della
Fave said, but the immediate area where
the blast occurred was mostly empty at
the time. Authorities immediately
cleared the boardwalk and beach area,
and bomb-sniffing dogs were used to
search the area.

Shortly after the blast occurred, Della
Fave told reporters at the scene that pre-
liminary reports said there may have
been other devices connected to the
pipe bomb, but those devices apparently
had not gone off.

New Jersey State Police said later in
the day that bomb technicians “rendered
safe” items located in a plastic trash can
where the explosion occurred; they did
not specify what those items were or
provide further details, citing the ongo-
ing investigation. They also said there
was nothing to reports of another explo-
sive device near the site of the explosion.

Chad Ruedin, who happened to be
walking along the boardwalk when the
blast occurred, told News12 New Jersey
that when he heard the explosion, he ini-

tially thought it was the start of the char-
ity race. But after thinking about it for a
minute, Ruedin said he thought to him-
self “that was one hell of a start to a race.”

Ruedin said he soon saw smoke com-
ing from the garbage can and saw other
debris in the area, though he didn’t
know if those items were parts of the
can and/or trash that had been in the
receptacle.

Multiple agencies involved
Numerous state and federal law

enforcement agencies were involved in
the investigation. Attorney General
Christopher Porrino and Col. Rick
Fuentes, superintendent of the state
police, briefed Gov. Chris Christie on the
investigation.

“Working with the FBI and ATF, we are
taking every step to ensure the safety of

the public and to determine who was
responsible for this explosion, which
occurred at a time when runners in this
charity race could have been in harm’s
way,” Porrino said in a statement. “We are
grateful that nobody was injured, but
this is a serious act of violence against
the people of New Jersey. We will not
rest until we find the person or persons
responsible.”

Congressman Tom MacArthur, who
represents the area that includes
Burlington and Ocean counties,
described the person responsible for the
incident as “mentally unhinged.”

He described the community as mili-
tary centered, with lots of veterans and
active duty military personnel. He said
those in the area have been through a
lot, with Superstorm Sandy and its after-
math, and now the bomb blast.

H e  s a i d  h e’s  c o n f i d e n t  l a w
e n fo rce m e n t  w i l l  f i n d  t h e  p e r s o n
responsible. MacArthur said that per-
son needs to be “tracked down and
brought to justice.”

It wasn’t clear when the boardwalk
and beach would reopen. Some other
communit y  events  went  on as
planned in nearby towns on Saturday,
though officials said security at those
sites had been stepped up in the wake
of the blast.  I t  wasn’t  immediately
c lear  i f  the  char i t y  race  would  be
rescheduled. —AP
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PHILADELPHIA: Hillary Clinton’s campaign is
aggressively outworking Donald Trump in bat-
tleground Pennsylvania, a state the billionaire
businessman can scarcely afford to lose and still
hope to become president.

Despite polling well in Pennsylvania through-
out the summer, Clinton’s team is nevertheless
bearing down in a state her party has carried in
six straight elections. They are ratcheting up
advertising and dispatching their top supporters
to Pennsylvania, from Bill Clinton to Joe Biden to
last week’s visit from President Barack Obama.
“We’ve got to fight for this thing,” Obama thun-
dered at a rally in Philadelphia last Tuesday. “I
need you to work as hard for Hillary as you did
for me.  I need you to knock on doors. I need you
to make phone calls. You’ve got to talk to your
friends, including your Republican friends.”

At a minimum, an energized Pennsylvania
campaign is a balm for Clinton as she weathers a
dip in national polls and dips in the swing states
of Florida and Ohio. But with roughly seven
weeks until Election Day, Trump’s scattershot
approach to the state also puts his White House
prospects in jeopardy. “ There is no Trump
turnout organization, and you can’t construct
one” in the time remaining, said former
Democratic Gov. Ed Rendell.

A must for Trump
For Trump, nearly any route to the 270

Electoral College votes needed to win the White
House includes Pennsylvania’s 20 votes. With
Clinton’s edge in Colorado and Virginia, and her
competitive standing in North Carolina, Trump
could potentially win vote-rich Florida and Ohio,
as well as competitive Iowa and New Hampshire,
and still fall short of the White House unless he
can capture Pennsylvania, too.

Clinton’s strategy is focused firmly on the
eastern part of the state.  Obama won 85 per-
cent of the vote in Philadelphia in 2012, and
Clinton has her sights set on coming as close as
she can to his performance there while also out-
performing Obama in the four suburban coun-
ties bordering the city.

Almost 2 million votes, or fully one-third of
the 5.67 million presidential votes cast in the
state in 2012, came from Philadelphia plus
Bucks, Chester, Delaware and Montgomery
counties. It’s a region replete with moderate
Republicans struggling with the decision about
whether to support Trump.

Obama sought them out last week as he con-
trasted Trump’s criticism of the nation’s path
with Ronald Reagan’s “vision of freedom.” The
message echoes a Clinton television spot airing
in the Philadelphia area featuring Romney and
Republican US senators blasting Trump as
unqualified for the Oval Office. That ad is part of
Clinton’s deep edge over Trump on television in

the state. Her campaign and outside groups
helping her have spent about $14 million on
general election TV and radio ads through this
week, according to Kantar Media’s political ad
tracker. That’s more than triple the advertising
investment Trump and his allies made in the
same time period.

College-educated Republicans 
One possible result of the advertising gulf is

stalled support for Trump among college-edu-
cated Republicans who live in the four counties
around Philadelphia. In Montgomery County, for
example, nearly half of adults have college
degrees compared to 26 percent statewide. “Part
of the problem he faces is he has built this wall
with the college-educated voters,” Republican
pollster Ed Goeas said. “As much as he’s doing
better in other parts of Pennsylvania, when you
talk about the suburbs, he’s struggling to reach
normal Republican levels.”

That leaves Trump needing to over perform in
Pennsylvania’s rural areas and working-class
cities in the western part of the state. But while
Trump’s running mate Mike Pence was in
Scranton on Wednesday, the same day Trump’s
son Donald Jr. was in Pittsburgh, each of Trump’s
own three visits in the past month have been to
Philadelphia or nearby.

Those visits were all small-scale campaign
events, not one of the signature blockbuster ral-
lies that make for Trump’s chief organizing tool.
And as he has in other states, the New Yorker has
ceded the vast majority of his get-out-the-vote

efforts to the Republican National Committee.
The committee touts, as it does in all the tar-

geted presidential states, a statewide staff dedi-
cated to registering new voters and swaying
undecided ones. But even they admit Trump
faces a “challenge” putting Pennsylvania into the
GOP column. “We have always known it would
be a battle in Pennsylvania,” said RNC
spokesman Rick Gorka. At Obama’s Tuesday
speech, meanwhile, 100 Clinton staff members
combed the crowd, armed with clipboards and
smart phones, signing up volunteers to make
phone calls on Saturday. They found 750, said
Clinton’s Pennsylvania director, Corey Dukes.

That’s in addition to hundreds of neighbor-
hood-level leaders and campus teams at
Pennsylvania’s legion of colleges and universi-
ties, including six in Philadelphia alone. Dukes
said the campaign had just signed up its first
Asian and Pacific Islander coalition. It’s a smaller
than those in the battleground states of Virginia
and Colorado, he said, but it’s one more group
signed on to deliver votes.

Clinton herself is scheduled to headline a
Philadelphia campaign event Monday aimed at
mobilizing young adults. “We slice it pretty thin,”
Dukes said. “Everything we do is to support get-
ting bodies to our offices to commit to action.”

Taken together, Rendell said, the conditions
are right for Clinton to amass a margin in
Philadelphia and the suburbs that’s too big for
Trump to top elsewhere. “If you do the math,
there aren’t enough votes in the rest of the
state,” Rendell said. —AP

SEASIDE PARK, NEW JERSEY: Police gather at a command center on Saturday,
Sept. 17, 2016, during an investigation of a pipe bomb which exploded before a
charity race to benefit Marines and sailors. No injuries were reported. —AP
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TULSA, OKLAHOMA: Police work the scene of a shooting late Friday, Sept. 16, 2016. —AP

TULSA, OKLAHOMA: The sister of a black
man shot and killed by a Tulsa police officer
when he reached into an SUV stalled in the
street said on Saturday that she does not
believe her brother was armed.

Terrence Crutcher, 40, died at the hospi-
tal where he was taken after he was shot by
the officer at around 8 p.m. Friday, police
said. “One fact I do know is that my brother
was unarmed,” Terrence Crutcher’s twin sis-
ter Tiffany Crutcher told a news conference
Saturday. “I’m just devastated.”

MacKenzie declined to say Saturday
whether a weapon was found and said the
items that were recovered will not be
revealed until a news conference today by
Police Chief Chuck Jordan.

An attorney for the Crutcher family,
Damario Solomon-Simmons, called on
Saturday for police to release any video of
the shooting. Police spokeswoman Jeanne
MacKenzie said she believes the officers’
dash cameras might have captured video
of the shooting. Tulsa police officers don’t
have body cameras, although they were
selected to receive a nearly $600,000 cash-
match grant for them in 2015.

Solomon-Simmons told reporters that
Crutcher was in the area because his car
stalled and officers saw him while on an
unrelated call and approached. “From that
point, I do not know what occurred. We
have no idea, and that’s what is so difficult
for us and the family,” Solomon-Simmons
said. “That’s our job, to try to get answers
for this family as they’re mourning.”

MacKenzie said an officer responding to
another call saw the vehicle in the middle of
the road and called for backup, and the two
officers were walking toward the SUV when
Crutcher approached them from the side of
the road. “He refused to follow commands
given by the officers,” MacKenzie said. “They
continued to talk to him, he continued not

to listen and follow any commands.”

Names not released
Tulsa police did not release the names

and races of the officers’ involved. The offi-
cer who shot Crutcher was placed on paid
leave, which is routine in cases of police-
involved shootings. The county district
attorney’s office will determine if the shoot-
ing was justified, MacKenzie said.

“Every situation is different. Officers are
involved in typically fast-moving situations,
and officers who choose to use force, base
(those decisions) on the situation involved
that they are facing, “MacKenzie said.

Online court records show Terrence
Crutcher of Tulsa with the same date of
birth as the man who was killed pleaded no
contest in 1996 to carrying a concealed
weapon and resisting an officer and was
given a six-month suspended sentence. His
only other court records were for traffic vio-
lations, the most recent occurring in 2005.

Tulsa has a troubled recent history of
police relations with the African-American
community. In April, a white reserve Tulsa
County sheriff’s deputy was convicted of
manslaughter in the fatal shooting a year
earlier of an unarmed black suspect who
was on the ground being restrained by offi-
cers. The deputy said he thought he was
shooting his stun gun when he shot the
man with a handgun.

The shooting led to an investigation
that resulted in misdemeanor charges
against the county sheriff, who resigned
and later pleaded no contest to a charge of
refusal to perform official duty and pleaded
guilty to willful violation of the law. The
reserve deputy program was briefly dis-
banded after an official report found it was
riddled with corruption and reserves were
poorly trained. But a new police chief rein-
stated it earlier this year. —AP
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by police says he was unarmed

CHARLOTTE: In this Aug. 18, 2016 file photo, Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump
calls out to supporters as he exits after speaking. —AP

ST. CLOUD, MINNESOTA: A man who
wounded eight people in a knife attack on
Saturday at a mall in central Minnesota
before he was shot dead by an off-duty
police officer is a “soldier of the Islamic
State,” the militant group’s news agency
said. The man, who was wearing a private
security uniform, made references to Allah
and asked at least one person if they were
Muslim before he assaulted them at the
Crossroads Center mall in St. Cloud, the
city’s Police Chief William Blair Anderson
told reporters. Reuters was not immediate-
ly able to verify the authenticity of the
claim made by Islamic State through the
group’s affiliated Amaq news agency. A
spokesperson for the US National Security
Council said it was aware of the claim but
deferred to local investigators.  The FBI did
not immediately respond when asked
about the Amaq statement. “Whether that
was a terrorist attack or not, I’m not willing
to say that right now because we just don’t
know,” Anderson said at a news conference.

“We’ll figure out what this is and when
we do we will be transparent about it,” he
added. He gave no details of the identities

of the victims. The knife attack in St. Cloud,
a community about 60 miles (100 km)
northwest of Minneapolis-St. Paul, comes
at a time of heightened concern in the
United States about the threat of violence
in public places.

An explosion rocked New York City’s
bustling Chelsea district on Saturday, injur-
ing 29 people in what authorities described
as a deliberate, criminal act. But both New
York Governor Andrew Cuomo and New York
City Mayor Bill de Blasio said there was no
indication it was linked to international ter-
rorism. In St. Cloud, the attacker entered the
mall in the evening as it was busy with shop-
pers, Anderson said. He attacked his victims
at several sites in the shopping center, which
will remained closed on Sunday as police
investigate, the police chief said. The eight
wounded were transported to St. Cloud
Hospital but none were believed to have life-
threatening injuries, said Chris Nelson, a com-
munications specialist for the medical facili-
ty. One victim was expected to remain
there, but the other seven patients had
already been released or were expected to
be let go shortly, officials said. — Reuters

IS: Minnesota mall stabbing carried out by ‘soldier’

SAINT CLOUD, MINNESOTA: People stand near the entrance on the north side of
Crossroads Center mall between Macy’s and Target as officials investigate a reported
multiple stabbing incident, Saturday, Sept. 17, 2016. —AP

PHILADELPHIA: This undated photo provided by the
Philadelphia Police Department on Saturday, Sept. 17,
2016 shows Nicholas Glenn. Authorities said Glenn
opened fire on a Philadelphia police officer then went
on a shooting rampage, injuring a second officer, killing
a woman and wounding three other people before he
was shot and killed by police overnight Friday. —AP


