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BERLIN: The right-wing populist Alternative for
Germany (AfD) has railed against Chancellor Angela
Merkel’s open-door refugee policy, ending a long-
standing taboo against extremist parties in the
country’s mainstream politics.

Similar to France’s National Front and far-right
politicians in Austria and the Netherlands, it has
captured the protest vote with a xenophobic and
anti-Islam platform and now polls around 14 per-
cent nationwide.

After early gains in Germany’s ex-communist
east, it has won seats in a series of state elections,
most recently in the capital Berlin yesterday, and
will now be represented on the opposition benches
of 10 of the country’s 16 state assemblies.

The AfD was formed more than three years ago
by economics professor Bernd Lucke as a euroscep-
tic fringe party, railing against expensive bailouts

and urging a return to the Deutschmark. As the
financial crisis abated, the AfD underwent a leader-
ship shift to campaign mainly against an influx of
people fleeing war and misery, gathering steam as
one million asylum seekers arrived in the EU’s top
economy last year.

The party has also captured conservative voters
who feel abandoned by Merkel’s increasingly cen-
trist Christian Democratic Union, pushing for tradi-
tional “family values” and tough law and order poli-
cies and denying climate change.

The AfD is strongly nationalistic but rejects
being labelled an extremist or “Nazi” party, a charge
levelled by Social Democratic Vice Chancellor
Sigmar Gabriel and others. The party’s leadership
feuded recently after one of its regional lawmakers,
Wolfgang Gedeon, sparked a storm with anti-
Semitic remarks, including calling Holocaust

deniers “dissidents”. ‘Recourse to firearms’   
The AfD’s rise breaks with a taboo in post-World

War II Germany, where guilt over the Nazi era runs
deep and no far-right or extremist party has so far
been able to gain a sustained foothold in national
politics.

In 2013 elections, the young AfD only narrowly
missed the five-percent hurdle to enter national
parliament, but the following year sent seven
deputies to the European Parliament with 6.5 per-
cent of the vote. In a shock result two weeks ago,
the AfD scored more than 20 percent and beat
Merkel’s party in the poor, rural and ex-communist
state of Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania, where
the chancellor has her home seat. 

Eager to spark media storms and capture head-
lines, AfD leaders have regularly caused outrage
with racist remarks. The party’s most public face,

41-year-old Frauke Petry of the eastern, ex-com-
munist Saxony state, has suggested police should
be allowed to shoot at foreigners to stop them at
the borders. “No policeman wants to fire on a
refugee and I don’t want that either,” she said. “But
as a last resor t there should be recourse to
firearms.”

AfD deputy leader Alexander Gauland said in
May about star footballer Jerome Boateng, who
was born in Berl in to a German mother and
Ghanaian father, that “people find him good as a
footballer, but they don’t want to have a Boateng
as a neighbor”. And another deputy leader, Beatrix
von Storch, also made a jibe at players with immi-
grant roots after Germany’s 2-0 defeat to France in
the Euro 2016 semi-final, tweeting that “maybe
next time the German NATIONAL TEAM should
play again”. —AFP

Germany’s AfD: Voice of fear, anger over refugee influx

NEW DELHI: Clad in black sweatpants, red jack-
ets and white helmets, the hundreds of cyclists
pedaling the treacherously steep, narrow moun-
tain passes to India from Nepal could be mistak-
en for a Himalayan version of the Tour de France.

The similarity, however, ends there. This
journey is longer and tougher, the prize has
no financial value or global recognition and
the participants are not professional cyclists
but Buddhist nuns from India, Nepal, Bhutan
and Tibet.

Five hundred nuns from the Buddhist sect
known as the Drukpa Order, on Saturday com-
plete a 4,000-km (2,485 mile) bicycle trek from
Nepal’s Kathmandu to the northern city of Leh in
India to raise awareness about human trafficking
in the remote region.

“When we were doing relief work in Nepal
after the earthquakes last year, we heard how
girls from poor families were being sold because
their parents could not afford to keep them any-
more,” 22-year-old nun Jigme Konchok Lhamo
told the Thomson Reuters Foundation.

“We wanted to do something to change this
attitude that girls are less than boys and that it’s
okay to sell them,” she said, adding that the
bicycle trek shows “women have power and
strength like men.” South Asia may boast
women leaders and be home to cultures that
revere motherhood and worship female deities,
but many girls and women live with the threat of
violence and without many basic rights.

From honor killings in Pakistan to foeticide in
India and child marriage in Nepal, women face a
barrage of threats, although growing awareness,
better laws and economic empowerment are
bringing a slow change in attitudes.

“Kung fu” nuns
The bicycle trek, from Nepal into India, is

nothing new for the Drukpa nuns. This is the

fourth such journey they have made, meeting
local people, government officials and religious
leaders to spread messages of gender equality,
peaceful co-existence and respect for the envi-
ronment.

They also deliver food to the poor, help vil-
lagers get medical care and are dubbed the
“Kung Fu nuns” due to their training in martial
arts. Led by the Gyalwang Drukpa, head of the
Drukpa Order, the nuns raise eyebrows, especial-
ly among Buddhists for their unorthodox activi-
ties. “Traditionally Buddhist nuns are treated
very differently from monks. They cook and
clean and are not allowed to exercise.

But his Holiness thought this was nonsense
and decided to buck the trend,” said Carrie Lee,
president of Live to Love International, a charity
which works with the Drukpa nuns to support
marginalized Himalayan communities.

“Among other things, he gave them leader-
ship roles and even introduced Kung Fu classes
for the nuns after they faced harassment and
violence from the general public who were dis-
turbed by the growing shift of power dynamics,”
she said.

Over the last 12 years, the number of Drukpa
nuns has grown to 500 from 30, said Lee, largely
due to the progressive attitudes of the 53-year-
old Gyalwang Drukpa, who was inspired by his
mother to become an advocate for gender
equality. The Gyalwang Drukpa also participates
in the bicycle journeys, riding with the nuns as
they pedal through treacherous terrain and hos-
tile weather and camp out in the open.

“Praying is not enough”
The Drukpa nuns say they believe they are

helping to change attitudes. “Most of the peo-
ple, when they see us on our bikes, think we are
boys,” said 18-year-old nun Jigme Wangchuk
Lhamo. “Then they get shocked when we stop

and tell them that not only are we girls, but we
are also Buddhist nuns,” she said. “I think this
helps change their attitudes about women and
maybe value them as equals.”

South Asia, with India at its centre, is also one
of the fastest growing regions for human traf-
ficking in the world. Gangs dupe impoverished
villagers into bonded labour or rent them to
work as slaves in urban homes, restaurants,
shops and hotels. Many girls and women are
sold into brothels.

Experts say post-disaster trafficking has
become common in South Asia as an increase
in extreme events caused by global warming,
as well as earthquakes, leave the poor more
vulnerable. The breakdown of social institu-
tions in devastated areas creates difficulties
securing food and supplies, leaving women
and children at risk of kidnapping, sexual
exploitation and trafficking.

Twin earthquakes that struck Nepal in April
and May 2015, which killed almost 9,000 people,
left hundreds of thousands of families homeless
and many without any means of income, led to
an increase in children and women being traf-
ficked. More than 40,000 children lost their par-
ents, were injured or were placed in precarious
situations following the disaster, according to
Nepali officials.

The Drukpa nuns said the earthquakes were a
turning point in their understanding of human
trafficking and that they felt a need to do more
than travel to disaster-hit mountain villages with
rice on their backs. 

“People think that because we are nuns, we
are supposed to stay in the temples and pray all
the time. But praying is not enough,” said Jigme
Konchok Lhamo. “His Holiness teaches us that
we have go out and act on the words that we
pray. After all, actions speak louder than words,”
she said. —Reuters

LEH, India: Buddhist devotees gather on Sept 16, 2016 during the Naropa festival, popularly known as the ‘Kumbh Mela of the Himalayas’, a
Buddhist gathering that takes place once every twelve years at Hemis village. — AFP 

“Kung Fu” nuns bike Himalayas 

to oppose human trafficking

WASHINGTON:  Creating the Atlantic
Ocean’s first marine national monument is
a needed response to dangerous climate
change, oceanic dead zones and unsustain-
able fishing practices, President Barack
Obama said Thursday.

The new Northeast Canyons and
Seamounts Marine National Monument
consists of nearly 5,000 square miles of
underwater canyons and mountains off the
New England coast. It’s the 27th time that
Obama has created or enlarged a national
monument.

“If we’re going to leave our children with
oceans like the ones that were left to us,
then we’re going to have to act and we’re
going to have to act boldly,” Obama said at
a State Department conference. More than
20 countries represented at the meeting
were also announcing the creation of their
own marine protected areas.

Monument designations come with
restrictions on certain activities. The White
House said the designation will lead to a
ban on commercial fishing, mining and
drilling, though a seven-year exception will
occur for the lobster and red crab indus-
tries. Others, such as whiting and squid
harvesters, have 60 days to transition out.
Recreational fishing will be allowed within
the monument.

Supporters of the new monument say
protecting large swaths of ocean from
human stresses can sustain important
species and reduce the toll of climate
change. Fishermen worry it will become
harder for them to earn a living as a result
of Obama’s move. “This is deplorable,” said
Grant Moore, president of the Atlantic
Offshore Lobstermen’s Association, in
describing the designation.

Listened to industry’s concerns 
White House officials said the adminis-

tration listened to industry’s concerns, and
noted the monument is smaller than origi-
nally proposed and contains a transition
period for companies. Obama said helping
oceans become more resilient to climate
change will help fishermen.

Jon Williams, president of the Atlantic
Red Crab Company in New Bedford,
Massachusetts, said his company will sur-
vive, but the changes designed to address

some of the industry’s concerns don’t sway
him about the merits of the monument.

“We’ve been fishing out there for 35
years,” Williams said. “It’s a big blow to us.”

Obama said the world was asking too
much of its oceans. He said the investments
the US and other nations were taking with
new marine protected areas were vital for
their economy and national security, but
“also vital to our spirit.” He noted that he
had spent his own childhood looking out
over the ocean shores and being humbled
by the endless expanse.

“I know that in a contest between us
and the oceans, eventually the oceans will
win one way or the other,” he said. “So it’s
up to us to adapt, not the other way
around.”

In all, the Atlantic Ocean monument will
include three underwater canyons deeper
than the Grand Canyon and four underwa-
ter mountains. It is home to such protected
species as the sperm, fin and sei whales,
and Kemp’s ridley turtles.  Expeditions also
have found species of coral found nowhere
else on earth.

Environmental groups pushed the effort
to designate the new monument and
sought to make the case it was as impor-
tant to be good stewards of the ocean as it
was the land and air. They described the
monument, located about 130 miles off the
coast of Cape Cod, as one of the least
fished areas in the US  Atlantic, which is
part of why it was chosen.

Their efforts proved persuasive with a
president who is also looking to establish
his own legacy as a protector of the envi-
ronment. Obama noted that he has pro-
tected more land and water through mon-
ument designations than any president in
history.

On Capitol Hill, Rep. Rob Bishop, the
Republican chairman of the House Natural
Resources Committee, said Obama “will
certainly leave his legacy - on the backs of
fishermen and our entire domestic seafood
supply.” 

But Democratic Sen. Richard Blumenthal
of Connecticut said the monument “will
protect countless species and habitats from
irreversible damage, advance key research,
and support critical jobs that depend on
healthy oceans.” —AP

Obama: Oceans key to protecting 

planet from climate change

WASHINGTON: President Barack Obama speaks at the Our Ocean, One Future confer-
ence at the State Department on Thursday, Sept. 15, 2016. —AP

WASHINGTON: US Democratic vice presi-
dential candidate Tim Kaine yesterday
accused Donald Trump of inciting violence
against Hillary Clinton after the Republican
candidate said Clinton’s security detail
should be disarmed given her support for
tighter gun rules.

Kaine, speaking on Fox News Sunday,
called Trump’s remarks irresponsible.
“When you look at a series of these com-
ments that he’s making, I do believe it is an
incite or at a minimum an expression of
indifference to whether violence would
occur,” he said.

On Friday, Trump said at a campaign ral-
ly that Clinton’s “bodyguards should drop
all weapons. They should disarm.” “Take
their guns away, she doesn’t want guns.
Take them, let’s see what happens to her.
Take their guns away, okay. It will be very
dangerous,” he added.

New Jersey Governor Chris Christie, a
top adviser to Trump, told Fox News
Sunday that Trump’s comments had been

misinterpreted and demanded that Kaine
apologize to Trump for suggesting he had a
malicious intent. “Senator Kaine should be
ashamed of himself for saying that Donald
Trump would like to have violence perpe-
trated against Hillary Clinton but it just
shows how desperate and scared the
Clinton-Kaine campaign is now because
this race now is a dead heat and they can’t
believe it,” Christie said.

Trump’s vice presidential running mate,
Mike Pence, called any interpretation of
Trump’s Friday remarks as a call to violence
“absolute nonsense.” “His comment was that
if she didn’t have all that security, she’d
change her attitude about the right to keep
and bear arms.  And I’ll bet that’s probably
true,” Pence said on ABC’s “This Week. Trump
was criticized by opponents last month
when he suggested that gun rights activists
could act to stop Clinton from nominating
liberal US Supreme Court justices, a com-
ment some interpreted as encouraging a
political assassination. — Reuters

PESHAWAR, PAKISTAN: The death toll
from a Taleban suicide bomb attack on
a mosque in northwest tribal Pakistan
has risen to 36, including eight children,
off ic ials  said yesterday.  The Fr iday
attack targeted a mosque in the
Mohmand tr ibal  distr ict  bordering
Afghanistan where the army has been
fighting against Taleban militants.

“We have now compiled a list of vic-
tims of the blast which includes 36
dead and 27 injured. At least eight chil-
dren below the age of 10 years are
among the dead” Naveed Akbar, deputy
chief of the Mohmand tribal district
administration, told AFP. 

“Many children were hit in the blast
because they were praying in the last
rows in the mosque where the bomber
struck,” Akbar said.

The bomber came in as Fr iday
prayers were in progress and blew him-
self up in the main hall. A curfew has
been imposed in the area since the

bombing. Taleban faction Jamaat-ul-
Ahrar (JuA) claimed responsibility for
the attack, saying it was carried out to
avenge the deaths of 13 of its members
and arrests of others by a local vigilante
force in 2009.

Since 2007 the government has
encouraged vigilante forces comprising
tribesmen-locally known as peace com-
mittees-to defend their villages against
the Taleban. Pakistan’s deadliest ever
attack occurred in Peshawar in
December 2014, when Taleban militants
stormed a school killing more than 150
people, mostly children.

The army launched an operation in
June 2014 in a bid to wipe out militant
bases in the northwestern tribal areas
and so bring an end to the bloody
insurgency that has cost thousands of
civilian lives since 2004. Last year, the
country recorded its lowest number of
killings since 2007, when the Pakistani
Taleban was formed. —AFP
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PORTSMOUTH, NEW HEMPSHIRE: Democratic vice pres-
idential candidate, Sen. Tim Kaine, D-Va. speaks to sup-
porters during a campaign stop, Thursday, Sept. 15,
2016. —AP


