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New York police chief James O’Neill said no individ-
ual or group had yet claimed responsibility. O’Neill said
he could not say with a “100 percent degree of certain-
ty” where the blast originated. US media reported that
it was planted in a dumpster on 23rd Street where
major construction work is taking place. A hotline has
been set up for tips. Police have a video of the bomb-
ing and were searching for anyone seen in the area
before the explosion. 

“We know it’s a very serious incident, but we have a lot
more work to do to be able to say what kind of motiva-
tion was behind this,” Mayor Bill de Blasio told reporters.
“Was it a political motivation, a personal motivation.
What was it? We do not know that yet,” he added, calling
on residents to be vigilant. FBI official William Sweeney
said federal investigators would be pouring through
online traffic, individuals and organizations. “We will look
at everything,” he told the news conference. “We’ll look at
social networks, at all the incoming tips and leads.
Everything that comes in gets a look. We don’t discard
anything.”

New York will see a stepped up security presence, with
an additional nearly 1,000 state police and National
Guard deployed to airports, bus terminals and subway
stations, officials said. The explosion on 23rd Street,
between Sixth and Seventh Avenues, caused “significant”
damage, shattering glass and shrapnel across the street,
but there is no structural damage to any buildings. 

While the two devices planted in Manhattan appear to
be similar, they seem to be different than a pipe bomb
that exploded in the neighboring state of New Jersey on
Saturday causing no injuries, officials said. Of the 29 peo-
ple who sustained injuries in New York, 24 were taken to
hospital with various degrees of scrapes and abrasions
from glass and metal. All have since been released, offi-
cials confirmed yesterday.

New York lauds itself as the safest big city in America.
Violent crime is rare in Manhattan and police say they
have foiled 20 terror plots since the 2001 Al-Qaeda
hijackings destroyed the Twin Towers. New York
Congressman Peter King said the fact that officials had
not yet determined a known terrorist link was not neces-
sarily conclusive. “In many of these cases we don’t know
until two, three or four days later whether or not there is
a terrorist link,” he told CBS. “The fact there is no evidence
right now doesn’t mean much,” he added.

Police have sealed off northern Chelsea around the
crime scene and dozens of officers were out in force
Sunday. An AFP photographer said there was lots of
debris, including rubble and glass on 23rd Street. “Today
there special events occurring throughout the city.
Actually in all five boroughs. We’ve increased our police
presence in each of these events,” said senior New York
police officer Carlos Gomez. “We’ve also added more
counter-terrorism officers as well as heavy weapons
teams at some of these events. Teams from the strategic
response group as well as the critical response com-
mand,” he said.  — AFP 
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of deadly clashes between residents and security
forces. India regularly accuses its arch-rival Pakistan of
arming and sending rebels across the heavily militarized
border that divides Kashmir between the two countries,
to launch attacks on its forces. Islamabad denies the
claims. Yesterday’s attack was one of the bloodiest on sol-
diers since an armed rebellion against Indian rule erupt-
ed in 1989. Militants killed 30 soldiers and their families in
a suicide attack in Kaluchak in the Himalayan region in
2002. 

Most of the soldiers died yesterday after their tents
and other housing caught fire during the raid on the
brigade headquarters near the border known as the Line
of Control (LoC), said Ranbir Singh, the army’s director-
general of military operations. Lieutenant-General Singh
blamed Pakistan-based militant group Jaish-e-
Mohammad, saying he had already expressed “serious
concerns” to his Pakistani counterpart. “The killed terror-
ists, they were all foreign terrorists and as per the initial
reports, they belonged to Jaish-e-Mohammad,” Singh
told a briefing. India blamed the same group for an auda-
cious attack in January on an Indian air force base in the
northern state of Punjab that left seven soldiers dead.

Washington condemned the attack, adding it was
committed to the “strong partnership with the Indian
government to combat terrorism,” US State Department
spokesman John Kirby said. Kashmir has been divided
between India and Pakistan since the two gained inde-

pendence from British rule in 1947. Both claim the terri-
tory in full and have fought two wars over the region. The
Muslim-majority region is currently in the grip of deadly
civilian unrest that has lasted for more than two months.
Protesting residents are clashing almost daily with securi-
ty forces in the worst crowd violence since 2010.

At least 87 civilians have been killed and thousands
injured in the protests against Indian rule, sparked by the
killing of a popular rebel leader in a gunbattle with sol-
diers on July 8. The government has been coming under
growing pressure over the level of casualties and over the
security forces’ use of shotguns loaded with pellets which
can blind demonstrators. Thousands of angry demon-
strators defied a curfew on Saturday in Kashmir to attend
the funeral of a schoolboy whose body was found rid-
dled with pellets, sparking fresh clashes.

The Indian government accuses Pakistan of stoking
the unrest in the region. Yesterday, residents of Uri town
saw smoke billowing from the nearby base and heard
continuous rounds of heavy gunfire that lasted several
hours, while army helicopters circled overhead. Twenty-
eight injured soldiers were airlifted to a military hospital
in the region’s main city of Srinagar, four of them in criti-
cal condition, an army officer said. 

Rebel groups which have been fighting Indian troops
in Kashmir since 1989 seek either independence for the
region or its merger with Pakistan. Soldiers have been
deployed in Kashmir for decades and currently number
around 500,000. Tens of thousands of people, mostly
civilians, have died in the fighting. — AFP 
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A spider begins to build its web in a patch of marsh grass as the sun sets at Guard Shore Beach near Bloxom, Virginia on Saturday. —  AP 


