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LONDON:  World athletics chief Sebastian Coe has
defended the system of “therapeutic use exemptions”
(TUEs) after medical data involving dozens of top
sportsmen was leaked by a cyber hacking group.

Many of the targeted athletes have been revealed
to have received TUEs for the use of substances that
would usually be on the World Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA) banned list.

TUEs can be issued to athletes who have an illness
or condition that requires the use of normally prohibit-
ed medication. Among those with a history of TUE use
who have had their medical details leaked as a result
of a hack into the WADA system by cyber group Fancy
Bears, which is believed to be based in Russia, are
American tennis stars stars Serena and Venus Williams,
American gymnast Simone Biles and British Tour de
France-winning cyclists Bradley Wiggins and Chris
Froome.

There is no suggestion that any of the named ath-
letes have done anything wrong. However, the leaking
of their records has re-opened the debate about TUEs
and in particular whether the system is open to abuse
from competitors gaining a performance advantage
by taking banned drugs when they are not suffering
from a relevant medical condition.

But International Association of Athletics
Federations president Coe told BBC Radio 5 Live’s
Sportsweek programme yesterday: “I think the TUEs
system is a good system.

“Do we have to make sure that it is not being
abused? Yes, of course. There is potential for that
(exploitation), but I don’t think it is commonly the
case,” added British middle-distance great Coe, the
Olympic 1500 metres champion at both the 1980
Moscow and 1984 Los Angeles Games. 

“Can the public have trust in it? Yes, I think they can,

but it will need permanent vigilance,” explained Coe,
who oversaw the IAAF’s decision to ban Russia from
major track and field events following WADA revela-
tions of “state-sponsored doping”.

Coe also insisted the TUE process was subject to
detailed medical checks. “TUEs are only given on the
basis of an independent panel, it is not a general prac-
titioner signing them off.”

‘DIFFICULT AREA’ 
Coe, who used a spray to combat asthma during

his own track career, said athletes deserved to have
their medical records kept confidential.

“They have the right to the same types of privacy
that we all have around our private medical informa-
tion,” he said.

“But it is a difficult area. It might be conditions that
are being treated around cancer or fertility issues.

Should the athlete themselves be expected to put that
into the public domain?

“We should be very protective of this information
because, as we’ve seen in the last year, it is capable of
being horribly interpreted.”

Meanwhile Coe called for reform of WADA to
enable the global body to be effective in the ongoing
campaign to rid sport of doping.

“WADA was created 17 years ago and it has done a
phenomenally good job, but the world has dramatical-
ly changed in that period,” Coe said.

“The discussions should be focused on the chal-
lenges of having an organisation that has the dual pol-
icy of policing and regulation, whether it’s the same
authority or same organisation that’s done that.

“Don’t misunderstand me, WADA is here to stay. But
what it needs is greater independence and actually
needs to look at its sources of funding.” — AFP

IAAF chief Coe insists TUEs are a ‘good system’

GLASGOW: Britain’s Dan Evans returns to Argentina’s Leonardo Mayer during the Davis Cup World Group semi-final singles match 5 between
Britain and Argentina at the Emirates Arena in Glasgow,  Scotland, yesterday. — AFP

PARIS:  Great Britain have no room for error in
their Davis Cup semi-final against Argentina,
needing to win both reverse singles rubbers to
secure a place in the final.  The other semi-final
between Croatia and France also hangs in the
balance, with 2005 winners Croatia heading
into the final day in Zadar 2-1 up.  In Glasgow
Andy Murray and brother Jamie clinched the
doubles rubber on Saturday to keep the reign-
ing champions’ hopes alive after they went 2-0
down on a disastrous first day.

World number two Andy was back in action
first yesterday in the reverse singles against
Guido Pella, ranked 49 in the world.  Murray
started strongly, taking the first set 6-3, and the
second 6-2.  Victory for Murray would ensure
that the match would hinge on a decisive final
rubber between Britain’s Kyle Edmund and
probably Juan Martin del Potro.  Leading 2-0
from Friday’s singles, Argentina captain Daniel
Orsanic selected Del Potro alongside Leonardo
Mayer instead of Federico Delbonis as he

looked to kill off the semi-final.
However, the tactic backfired as Murray

and his elder brother Jamie secured a thrilling
victory.

Argentina are looking to reach their fourth
final in 10 years in Glasgow while in Zadar,
Croatia, Marin Cilic was facing France’s Richard
Gasquet in the first of the two reverse singles
on Sunday.

Cilic and Ivan Dodig downed top-ranked
French pair Pierre-Hugues Herbert and Nicolas
Mahut 7-6 (8/6), 5-7, 7-6 (8/6), 6-3 in Saturday’s
doubles.  In Glasgow Edmund is scheduled to
face Del Potro in the second match Sunday
although the Argentine star hinted that he may
sit out what could be the decisive rubber.

In the absence of Del Potro Argentina could
call on either Federico Delbonis or Mayer. Cilic
was a surprise call-up for the doubles for
Croatia as he replaced Marin Draganja. But he
didn’t let his side down as he secured his sec-
ond point of the weekend when he and Ivan

Dodig downed Herbert and Mahut to follow
their win over Bob and Mike Bryan in the quar-
ter-final success against the United States.
After Cilic faces Gasquet, the second reverse
singles will see Borna Coric tackle Lucas Pouille. 

On Friday, Gasquet beat Coric 6-2, 7-6 (7/5),
6-1 before Cilic saw off Pouille 6-1, 7-6 (7/4), 2-
6, 6-2.

In Sydney, John Peers and Sam Groth earned
a 6-4, 6-2, 6-7 (3/7), 7-6 (7/2) win and an unas-
sailable 3-0 advantage for Australia against
Slovakia. Rain washed out the final day Sunday.

Belgium, last year’s runners-up, also secured
their World Group status thanks to a 3-0 victory
over Brazil in Belgium. Japan made sure of their
place in the elite section with a 3-0 victory over
Ukraine in Osaka.

In other t ies,  Canada beat Chile 3-0,
Switzerland and  Uzbekistan  were 2-2, Russia
were 2-1 to the good over Kazakhstan in a rain-
hit tie while Germany were level 2-2 with
Poland. — AFP

No room for error

for Brits in Davis Cup

NEW DELHI: Two years after Spain’s stun-
ning fall from grace in Davis Cup tennis,
Rafa Nadal has hailed his nation’s return to
the World Group after victory in the playoff
against India.

Nadal combined with Feliciano Lopez in
the doubles to overhaul Leander Paes and
Saketh Myneni in four sets and complete a
3-0 victory in New Delhi on Saturday, ending
Spain’s exile after an acrimonious period.

“For us, it was very important after two
years being away from the World Group,”
said the 14-times grand slam singles cham-
pion.

“It’s important for us to come back to
where we think we have to be.” The tourna-
ment’s dominant power of the modern era,
Spain won five titles from 2000-11 before
decline set in following their tight loss in
the 2012 championship decider to Czech
Republic.  With Nadal battling injury and his
top team mates’ commitment wavering,
Spain were turfed out of the World Group in
2014 after being upset by lowly Brazil in a
playoff, sparking then-captain Carlos Moya’s
resignation.  Moya’s replacement Gala Leon
was sacked within a year after a players’
revolt and Spanish tennis was further
embarrassed as the team crashed out to an
understrength Russia in the Europe/Africa

Zone Group I last year under new captain
Conchita Martinez.

Former Wimbledon champion Martinez,
who also captains the women’s Fed Cup
team, has been at pains to repair relations
with her players and managed to bring a
strong team to India to get the job done.

Former Davis Cup power Australia also
has ambitions of returning to its glory days
and will keep their place in the World Group
after defeating Slovakia 3-0 in Sydney.  Led
by talented but tempestuous 21-year-old
Nick Kyrgios, the 28-times champions have
a player to build a team around and captain
Lleyton Hewitt said he expected big things
in 2017.  “We expect that we can go deep,”
said the two-time grand slam champion
and former Davis Cup winner.  “It’s been
quite a while now since we’ve had an
opportunity to play in a final and I know
from experience I’d love these boys to have
that experience of going out there and
playing for Australia.”

Belgium, Canada and Japan also
booked their places in the World Group
next year. Champions England, trailing 2-
1, continue their Davis Cup semi-final
against Argentina late night, with Croatia
aiming to wrap up the other semi-final
against France. — Reuters

Spain back in World Group 

where they belong: Nadal

NEW DELHI: Spain’s Rafael Nadal, applauds as he watches the Davis Cup men’s tie
between his teammate Marc Lopez and India’s Sumit Nagal in New Delhi, India, yes-
terday. — AP

EVIAN-LES-BAINS: In Gee Chun clinched the Evian
Championship in record-breaking style yesterday, win-
ning by four shots to secure her second major with the
lowest ever 72-hole score in a major.

The 22-year-old South Korean sank a difficult 10-feet
putt to finish on 21 under, breaking the record for men
and women of 20 co-held by Henrik Stenson and Jason
Day. She bettered the women’s record by two.

She led from start to finish, although she did share the
first-round lead with Sung Hyun Park - who finished tied
for second with So Yeon Ryu in a dominant tournament
for South Koreans.

Chun finished the day with a 2-under 69, the most
modest of her four rounds. Not that it took anything away
from her achievement. “I just cannot believe I won the

Evian Championship and made 21 under par,” Chun said
as she clutched the trophy, her voice breaking with emo-
tion. “I’m not dreaming right?”

Chun missed the cut here at Evian Resort last year and
tied for 65th in 2014. In four days of intensely accurate
driving and clinical putting, she was near-faultless. Her
only significant blemish was a double bogey on the ninth
hole in the third round - and even then she limited the
damage having opted for a two-stroke penalty.

There was one bogey on Sunday, on the 14th, but she
made a birdie on the next to move back to 21 under and
almost added another birdie on the 16th, with her
attempt stopping just short. Chun, who won the US
Women’s Open last year, is only the second player in LPGA
history to have her first two LPGA wins come at majors.
The other was countrywoman Se Ri Pak in 1998.

It looked like she might miss out on a new major
record when she sent her tee shot into the left rough on
the 18th. She chose the safe option and used a wedge to
chop her way onto the fairway, about 95 yards from the
pin. Then, she glided her ball over the water to give herself
a decent shot at history. After making her record-breaking
putt, she raised both arms in the air and smiled. She did
not see what was coming next, however, as defending
champion Lydia Ko poured Champagne over her.

Shanshan Feng, China’s only major winner, was six
shots back in fourth place, with South Korean Sei Young
Kim posting an impressive 65 to move up to fifth ahead of
countrywoman I.K. Kim.

American Angela Stanford was 11 shots behind Chun
in seventh spot. It was a tournament to forget for Ko.
Chasing her third major, the 19-year-old New Zealander
finished in a tie for 43rd at 2 over. She did enough, howev-
er, to win the third edition of the Rolex Annika Major
Award - rewarding the player with the best combined
record at all five majors and named after 10-time major
winner Annika Sorenstam. — AP

Chun wins Evian Championship 

with major record round

EVIAN: Shrouded in her national flag In Gee Chun
of South Korea, celebrates after winning the
Evian Championship women’s golf tournament in
Evian, eastern France, yesterday. — AP

LOS ANGELES: Saul “Canelo” Alvarez
knocked out previously unbeaten Liam
“Beefy” Smith in the ninth round Saturday
to regain a share of the super welterweight
world title before more than 51,000 at AT&T
Stadium in Texas.

With most of the crowd behind him at
the cavernous home of the Dallas Cowboys
NFL team, Alvarez was in control from
round one against the gritty Smith.

Britain’s World Boxing Organization
champion couldn’t match the speed or
power of the Mexican star, a former World
Boxing Council super welterweight champ
who was returning to the 154-pound divi-
sion after claiming the WBC middleweight
crown last November with a unanimous
decision over Miguel Cotto.  “I told you I was
going to give you a great fight and bring
you the championship and here it is,” said
Alvaro, who put Smith on the canvas in
both the seventh and eighth rounds before
ending it at 2:28 of the ninth with another
big left hook to Smith’s right side.

“I felt he was very strong in the begin-
ning, so I felt I had to put that bodywork in
so that slowly he would dwindle and I did
my job,” said Alvarez, who connected with a
left to the body and a right to the side of
Smith’s head that knocked the champion
down in the seventh.  Smith, blood stream-
ing from a cut near his right eye, kept com-
ing, but even his best shots weren’t enough
to slow Alvarez, and he went down again in
the eighth after a crunching left hook to his
midriff.

“No excuses, but from my point of view
my timing was just so off,” said Smith, who

was fighting outside Britain for the first
time.  “I couldn’t really land clean. I was
slow-didn’t even make him think.” Smith fell
to 23-1 with one drawn and 13 knockouts.
The Merseysider had won 18 fights in a row
over six years, winning eight in a row inside
the distance over the past three years.

But Alvarez, 26, was the star of the show
and he lived up to his billing, improving to
48-1-1 with 34 knockouts.

He’s won six fights in a row since suffer-
ing his lone defeat-a 12-round majority

decision loss to Floyd Mayweather in 2013.
The announced attendance of 51,240 bet-
tered the 50,994 that turned out for Manny
Pacquiao against Joshua Clottey in 2010,
the first of two world title fights featuring
the Filipino star at the venue.

Although Alvarez stepped down in
weight to take on Smith, fight fans still
crave a clash between him and
Kazakhstan’s unbeaten Gennady Golovkin,
the undisputed middleweight world cham-
pion. — AFP

Alvarez knocks out Smith for 

super welterweight world title

ARLINGTON: Canelo Alvarez punches Liam Smith during the eight round of the
WBO Junior Middleweight championship boxing match at the stadium in Arlington,
Texas, Saturday. Alvarez won with a knock out in the ninth round.   — AP


