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WATFORD: Watford’s French midfielder Etienne Capoue (L) shoots and scores past Manchester United’s Spanish goalkeeper David de Gea (R) during the English Premier League football match between Watford and Manchester
United at Vicarage Road Stadium in Watford, north of London yesterday. — AFP

WATFORD: Watford piled on the misery for Jose
Mourinho as Manchester United crashed to a third suc-
cessive defeat in an embarrassing 3-1 loss at Vicarage
Road yesterday.

Mourinho’s side were rocked by Etienne Capoue’s
first half opener and, although Marcus Rashford
equalised after the break, United capitulated in the clos-
ing stages.

Juan Camilo Zuniga restored Watford’s lead with sev-
en minutes left before Troy Deeney’s penalty con-
demned Mourinho to a third consecutive defeat for the
first time since he was in charge at Porto in 2002.

It was the first time United had lost three in a row
since the unlamented Louis van Gaal presided over four
successive defeats in December last year.

Adding to the indignity for United, it was their first
loss in 30 years against Watford, who ended a run of 11
successive defeats against the Manchester giants.

United are already lagging six points behind Premier
League leaders Manchester City and the feelgood factor
following the three wins that marked the start of the
Mourinho era has been completely erased.

After losing to City, Feyenoord in the Europa League
and now Watford over the last week, the size of the task
facing Mourinho as he rebuilds United has been laid
bare.

“I feel the first moment we had a defeat, a difficult sit-
uation, some of the boys are having a bit of difficulty
coping with the negativity,” Mourinho said.

They looked out of sync from the moment United
goalkeeper David de Gea collided with Chris Smalling as
they made a hash of dealing with Sebastian Prodl’s tow-
ering cross.

When de Gea dropped the ball straight to Odion
Ighalo a goal seemed certain, but the Watford striker
fired hurriedly wide of the unguarded net from the
edge of the penalty area.

It was a shocking miss, but even that escape couldn’t

shake United from their lethargy and de Gea had to
throw himself to his left to claw away a goalbound
header from Deeney moments later.

POLE-AXED 
Paul Pogba has struggled to live up his world record

fee since joining United and, amid another tepid dis-
play, the France midfielder gave a sudden glimpse of his
ability when he quickly shifted the ball to set himself for
a curling 25-yard strike that left Watford goalkeeper
Heurelho Gomes rooted to the spot as it cannoned off
the crossbar.

But Watford’s relentlessly physical approach was
wearing United down and Anthony Martial needed sev-
eral minutes treatment after being pole-axed by a clash
of heads with Daryl Janmaat.

Martial eventually got to his feet but the France
international still appeared groggy when he was made
a fatal mistake in the 34th minute.

Dwelling too long on the ball deep inside his own
half, Martial was caught in possession by Miguel Britos
and, with United’s defence completely exposed,
Janmaat had time and space to pick out the unmarked

Capoue, who drilled a clinical finish past de Gea.
As Watford celebrated, Mourinho questioned

whether Martial had been fouled and the winger lay flat
on the turf before being substituted.

That ignominious exit encapsulated a forgettable
half for United, but they equalised with a rare incisive
attack in the 62nd minute.

Rashford played a one-two with Ibrahimovic and
broke into the penalty area, where he showed his
predatory instincts by sweeping home from close-range
after the Swede’s cross deflected into his path off Valon
Behrami. But United never looked convincing and they
crumbled at the back in the 83rd minute as Zuniga
scored with his first touch less than a minute after com-
ing on. Roberto Pereyra was unchecked when he raced
onto Nordin Amrabat’s pass into the United penalty
area and he cut the ball back to Colombia defender
Zuniga, who lashed a fine strike past de Gea to leave
Mourinho ashen-faced.

There was even worse to come for Mourinho in stop-
page-time when Marouane Fellaini tripped Zuniga in
the area and Deeney stepped up to smash home the
spot-kick. — AFP

Man Utd suffer third defeat in a row
Watford 3

Manchester United 1

LONDON: Harry Kane found the net for the
second time in two Premier League games as
Tottenham Hotspur beat Sunderland 1-0 yes-
terday, but was stretchered off late on.

The England striker scored at White Hart
Lane for the first time since March to lift his
team to third and keep the visitors second-
bottom in the table. But he had to be taken
from the touchline on a stretcher after turn-
ing his ankle in the latter stages of the game.
With Eric Dier and Mousa Dembele also suc-
cumbing to injury, it was a bittersweet after-
noon for winning manager Mauricio
Pochettino.

Dembele was making his first appearance
of the campaign after completing a six-game
ban for gouging the eye of Chelsea’s Diego
Costa last season. Spurs also gave a first start
to Moussa Sissoko, a 30 million pounds ($39
million, 35 million euros) signing from
Newcastle United, while Erik Lamela and
Christian Eriksen dropped to the bench.

Sunderland manager David Moyes, who
saw Adnan Januzaj sent off late on, made a
change after the team-sheets had been sub-
mitted, bringing in Jason Denayer for Patrick
van Aanholt at the back.

There was also a return to the starting
line-up for captain Lee Cattermole, while
Didier Ndong made his first start since mov-
ing to Wearside from Lorient.

Kane was the first Spurs player to test
Jordan Pickford on eight minutes, the
Sunderland goalkeeper forced to tip an effort

from six yards out behind the post.
The cross for Kane was delivered by Son

Heung-Min, who impressed on the left flank
despite pre-season speculation having linked
the South Korean with a move away from
White Hart Lane.

Such was Spurs’ dominance, it was surpris-
ing that the best chance of the first half fell to
the visitors.

DJILOBODJI BLUNDER 
Adnan Januzaj cut the ball back from the

byline to Steven Pienaar, whose shot beat
goalkeeper Hugo Lloris, only for Kyle Walker
to clear his slightly scuffed effort off the line.

The start of the second half saw a similar
pattern to that of the first, with Tottenham
applying pressure on a back line that had
conceded three times in 11 minutes in the 3-
0 loss to Everton. Sissoko was giving
Sunderland headaches on the right wing and
his cross had to be palmed away by Pickford.

On the other wing, Son was sent into
space by Dembele’s pass, but decided to fire
at the target instead of putting the ball across
the face of goal for Dele Alli, hitting the side-
netting.

The deadlock was finally broken just
before the hour through Kane, who showed
a poacher’s instinct to slot home after Papy
Djilobodji totally missed his clearance after
Alli knocked down Walker’s cross. The goal
moved Moyes to replace Pienaar with
Duncan Watmore soon afterwards. The
momentum still remained with Tottenham,
however, and Alli forced Pickford to turn his
shot away after being allowed to run
through the middle of the away defence.
Two changes for the home side were
enforced due to injury, with Dembele
replaced by Erik Lamela and Dier leaving the
field for Ben Davies. — AFP

Spurs sink Sunderland
Tottenham 1

Sunderland 0

MILAN: A second-half winner by Ivan Perisic
boosted Frank De Boer’s survival prospects as
Inter Milan fought to a deserved 2-1 ‘Derby
d’Italia’ win over Juventus in Serie A yesterday.

De Boer, who succeeded Roberto Mancini
at Inter two weeks before the start of the sea-
son, was rumoured to be facing the sack after
a midweek defeat to Hapoel Beer Sheva fol-
lowed a run of poor results in the league.

But the former Ajax handler’s job looks
safe, for the meantime, after Inter put their
Europa League shocker behind them with a
battling performance at a packed San Siro to
hand the champions their first defeat of the
season.

Stephan Lichesteiner opened the scoring
for Massimiliano Allegri’s visitors against the
run of play on 66 minutes, but Mauro Icardi
continued his impressive form against
Gianluigi Buffon by hitting the leveller just
two minutes later.

Perisic then came off the bench to nod the
winner from Icardi’s deft cross 12 minutes
from time to send Inter up to seventh place in
the table. Inter are now three points behind
Napoli, who, on 10 points, hold a one-point
lead on Juventus. 

Roma, who face Fiorentina away, can also
climb to 10 points with a win in Florence later
yesterday. The goal-scoring prospects for
either side looked bleak after goalless outings
against European opposition this week.

Juve were held to a scoreless draw by
Europa League winners Sevi l la  in their
Champions League opener while Inter
looked completely hapless on their way to a
2-0 reverse against their Israeli visitors at the
San Siro.

But the Derby d’Italia was the perfect
chance for De Boer to convince his employers,
and the Dutchman didn’t disappoint.

He dropped Marcelo Brozovic for discipli-
nary reasons and Perisic was initially only fit
enough to start on the bench.

Juve coach Massimiliano Allegri, mean-
while, kept star striker Gonzalo Higuain on the
bench, with Mario Mandzukic partnering
Paulo Dybala, although the Argentine striker
was visibly frustrated as he sat on the touch-
lines.

Amid a nervous opening half Dybala had
an early volley charged down before setting
up Alex Sandro in deep for the Brazilian wing-
back to deliver a great ball for Sami Khedira,

who sent a free header straight at Samir
Handanovic. Inter went on the counter after
Icardi robbed Giorgio Chiellini,  and the
Argentine’s curling drive came off the far post.

Juve threatened only three minutes after
the restart, Dybala firing a deflected shot
over. But it served only to spark Inter. Eder’s
deflected shot from 25 metres almost caught
Buffon off guard and Juventus breathed a
huge sigh of relief after another counter saw
Buffon at full stretch as Antonio Candreva’s
crisp volley from Icardi’s delivery inched past
the far post. — AFP

Perisic winner stuns Juve, boosts De Boer

MILAN: Juventus’ Leonardo Bonucci, left, challenges Inter Milan’s Mauro Icardi during
their Serie A soccer match at the San Siro stadium in Milan, Italy, yesterday. —  AP


