
L O C A L
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2016

News
i n  B r i e f

Kazakh Embassy honors
Kuwaiti poet Al-Babtain 

KUWAIT: The embassy of Kazakhstan yesterday honored
famed Kuwaiti poet Abdulaziz Al-Babtain - presenting him
with an honorary gold medal for his contributions to
Arabic literature. The gold medal is a token of appreciation
for a man who helped develop Arabic literature and was
instrumental to the betterment of Kuwait’s ties with the
central Asian nation, Kazakhstan’s Ambassador to Kuwait
Almas Abdramanov said in a speech during a ceremony to
honor Al-Babtain. Moreover, Abdramanov added that the
Kuwaiti poet helped educate Kazakh pupils in a number of
academic institutions. Meanwhile, speaking on the medal,
the Kazakh Ambassador said that it is given to notable fig-
ures who have made indelible and remarkable contribu-
tions in their respective fields. In a speech of his own, Al-
Babtain said that he is elated to have been honored by the
Kazakh embassy, noting that his efforts over the years are
acknowledged and appreciated. 

GCC’s Health Ministers 
seek more cooperation

RIYADH: The Executive Board of the GCC Health
Ministers held its 85th meeting in Riyadh yesterday,
seeking more cooperation and coordination among
Gulf health authorities. During the meeting, the board
discussed bids pertinent to pharmaceutical products,
media equipment and appliances, in addition to the
mechanism of the unified purchase program, the
board director Suleiman Al-Dakhil said in a press
release. Al-Dakhil added that the meeting also han-
dled central medicine registration, medicine prices,
smoking control, elderly care, health promotion and
nurse care. Preparations for the GCC Health Ministers’
80th Board meeting were also discussed during the
meeting, he pointed out. 

Two detained for smuggling 
narcotics into Central Prison

KUWAIT: The law-enforcers arrested two persons who
tried to use a small unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) to
smuggle narcotics into the Central Prison, the Ministry
of Interior said. Operatives from the General
Department of Criminal Investigations, in collabora-
tion with their peers from the General Department of
Criminal Evidence arrested Mubarak Al-Helail - a for-
eign resident, and Abdul-Karim Ayed a Kuwaiti nation-
al, while using the UAV, according to a statement by
the Ministry’s Public Relations and Security Media
Dept. Preliminary investigations by the General
Department of Criminal Evidence show that the finger-
prints of first defendant were found on the UAV in
question; he was tasked with attaching some 300 gm
of the narcotic material to the vehicle. The second
defendant was tasked with procuring the UAV and
leading it into the prison, the statement added. 

Kazakh embassy honors Kuwaiti poet for his literary
contributions. — KUNA

Kuwait seeking closer 
cooperation with UK

KUWAIT: Acting Prime Minister and Minister of Interior
Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah said that
it is necessary to further promote Kuwaiti-British coopera-
tion, especially in the military field. Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Khaled made the remark during a meeting with visiting
British Defense Secretary Michael Fallon, the Interior
Ministry’s public relations department said in a statement.
During the meeting, they discussed different issues of
mutual interest and the latest Arab, regional and interna-
tional developments, it added. It quoted the acting pre-
mier as lauding historic relations between Kuwait and
Britain in various domains. On his part, the British defense
secretary appreciated Kuwait’s support to the international
anti-terrorism coalition, and its distinguished efforts to
fight terrorism, it said. Fallon also hailed security coopera-
tion between Kuwait and Britain, it added. 

Acting Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh
Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets with
British Defense Secretary Michael Fallon. — KUNA

Egypt leader rejects foreign 
interference in Arab affairs

NEW YORK: Egyptian President Abdelfatah El-Sisi has reit-
erated his country’s rejection of any foreign interference in
Arab affairs. Speaking before the UN General Assembly, the
Egyptian leader affirmed commitment to principle of good
neighborliness, stressing Egypt’s solidarity with Arab states
in facing foreign interventions, in light of the link between
Arab security, including the security of the Arab Gulf states,
and Egyptian national security. “The majority of these Arab
crises are a reflection of a global state of conflict,” he said.
El-Sisi underlined in his speech the importance of resisting
any attempts to foment sectarian strife in the Arab world.
While the Middle East continues to suffer from bloody con-
flicts, Egypt has managed to preserve its stability in the
midst of a highly unstable region, he said. El-Sisi urged the
international community to acknowledge that Egypt
would continue to be an anchor of stability in the Middle
East. Speaking of Middle East and stability, the Egyptian
leader refused the bloodletting in Syria and the absence of
any prospects on the horizon. 

By Hanan Al-Saadoun 

KUWAIT: Kuwait has vowed to “confront and destroy terror-
ism,” Acting Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh
Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah said yesterday.
Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled made those remarks in a speech
to open a special martial arts competition featuring military
and security personnel. The Acting Prime Minister lauded the
people of Kuwait for their support of security forces in their
efforts to safeguard the nation’s security and stability.

Speaking on the occasion, the Minister of Interior said that
it is an opportunity for security personnel to display their
prowess and capabilities, adding that he is highly impressed
by the performances of the contestants. He also underscored
that the Ministry of Interior is a proponent of such contests
that instill a competitive spirit in the participants, which ulti-
mately helps equip security guards with the dexterity needed
to protect the nation. — KUNA

Kuwait is ‘determined 
to destroy terrorism’ 

Acting Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah delivers his speech. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait military and security personnel take part in a special martial arts compe-
tition yesterday to display their prowess and capabilities. — Photos by Hanan Saadoun

KUWAIT: “September 23 will forever remain a
historic day for all Saudi citizens,” said Saudi
Ambassador to Kuwait Dr Abdul Aziz bin
Ibrahim Al-Fayez in a press release. Fayez hailed
this unforgettable day when the whole of Saudi
Arabia was united into one larger and stronger
nation under the late King Abdul Aziz bin
Abdurrahman Al Saud in 1932. “Commemorat-
ing this glorious day, all Saudi citizens remem-
ber the sacrifices of the late leaders and senior
officials who all contributed to establishing its
huge nation, giving us all motives to preserve it
along with the gains it achieved thanks to the
wisdom of its leaders and the hard work of its
faithful children,” Fayez said. 

“One can never think of this historic day
without remembering and mentioning the
Arabian Peninsula hero and Saudi Arabia’s
founder King Abdul Aziz, who managed
through his wisdom, determination, persist-
ence and the help of his loyal followers to unite
various regions under one flag,” said Fayez,
reminding of the great development and
progress that has been achieved ever since by
King Abdul Aziz’s loyal late sons Saud, Faisal,
Khalid, Fahd and Abdullah, who devotedly
spent their lives developing the kingdom, while
at the same time defending and serving Islam.  

Develop and modernize
“Saudi Arabia continues to develop and

modernize in all fields under the Custodian of
the Two Holy Mosques King Salman bin Abdul
Aziz Al Saud,” highlighted Fayez, noting that
Saudi Arabia is currently going through a
phase of prosperity, welfare and determination
to maintain ongoing constructions in order to
provide all kinds of welfare for its citizens.
Fayez also noted that King Salman com-
menced his kingship by developing the king-
dom’s administrative structure, which helped
place Saudi Arabia on the right path towards

more welfare. “The custodian of the two holy
mosques is very keen on investing in all
national assets for the benefit of the nation
and its citizens,” Fayez added, noting that the
Vision 2030 strategy was launched a few
months ago, marking a new phase of the king-
dom’s economic development through diversi-
fying sources of income, improving govern-
ment performance and achieving welfare and
prosperity for all citizens. He added that the
new strategy shows Saudi Arabia’s potential
and promising future. 

“With his great experience in politics and
administration, King Salman bin Abdul Aziz
managed to achieve substantial development
in various fields despite recent regional and
international developments and complica-
tions,” Fayez reiterated, noting that this helped
Saudi Arabia maintain its ranking as one of the
world’s most politically and economically
effective 20 countries. 

Fayez added that under King Salman, Saudi
Arabia continues to defend Arab and Muslims’
causes and has a special place in the hearts
and minds of Arabs and Muslims, thanks to its
wise leadership and principles derived from
the teachings of Islam, as well as genuine Arab
traditions in dealing with national issues with
its active diplomacy and regional and interna-
tional efforts to maintain peace and security
for the region as well as for the entire world. 

“With King Salman’s succession, Saudi
Arabia started a new phase by confronting
regional and international projects to subject
the region to foreign dominance,” added Fayez,
noting that this was behind responding to calls
from Yemen’s legitimate power to lead an Arab
alliance in the Decisive Storm operation to
fight armed outlaw groups that aim at control-
ling Yemen and its institutions to turn it into a
base of foreign influence. He added that this
was followed by an operation to return hope

to the brotherly Yemeni people. 
“Ever since its foundation, Saudi leaders

have been keen on taking good care of the
two holy mosques,” said Fayez, noting that the
Grand Mosque in Makkah and the Prophet’s
(PBUH) Mosque in Madinah have witnessed
the largest expansions in their history, and that
King Salman launched the first phase of the
expansions meant to help pilgrims perform
their rituals more easily and comfortably. 

“More efforts are ongoing to complete the
King Abdul Aziz International Airport project in
Jeddah, the custodian of the two holy mosques’
train and many other infrastructure projects,”
Fayez explained, adding that as a result of such
sincere efforts, this year’s hajj season was very
successful and that the success was the best
answer to people questioning Saudi Arabia’s
ability to organize the hajj ritual. 

Humanitarian obligations
Fayez added that Saudi Arabia’s commit-

ment to its religious and humanitarian obliga-
tions made it generously contribute to devel-

opment worldwide. “Saudi Arabia has present-
ed $139 billion in development aid over the
past four decades,” he highlighted, noting such
efforts were topped by establishing the King
Salman Humanitarian and Relief Center. 

“Saudi Arabia has been domestically,
regionally and internationally playing a major
role in maintaining security and stability,”
added Fayez, noting that being one of the first
countries to suffer from terrorism and lose a
number of martyrs in terrorist strikes, Saudi
Arabia continues to fight it. “Thanks to its wise
leadership and security efforts, Saudi Arabia
managed to foil many terrorist schemes and
that out of recognition of the importance of
combining international efforts to fight terror-
ism, Saudi Arabia organized the first interna-
tional conference to combat terrorism because
it realized that terrorism knows no boundaries
and poses a threat to all mankind. 

With reference to Saudi-Kuwaiti relations,
Fayez noted that they had always been ones of
brotherhood, neighborhood and friendship,
and that constant communication between
the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques and
HH the Amir reflect how deep-rooted and
strong both countries’ official and public rela-
tions are.   

“On this occasion, it gives me great honor
to extend heartiest felicitations to the
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King
Salman bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud, his Crown
Prince, Deputy PM and Interior Minister HRH
Prince Mohammed bin Nayef bin Abdul Aziz,
Deputy Crown Prince, Second Deputy PM and
Minister Of Defense HRH Prince Mohammad
bin Salman bin Abdul Aziz, the royal family and
the Saudi people, asking Almighty Allah for
many happy returns of the day and to bestow
security, stability and prosperity on Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait and all Arab and Muslim coun-
tries,” Fayez concluded. 

KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs and Labor
and Minister of State for Planning and
Development Affairs Hind Al-Sabeeh said
yesterday that the Turkish Limak
Construction Co has agreed to complete the
expansion of Kuwait International Airport
(KWI) in four years instead of six. The con-
struction company made the commitment to
finalize the project two years ahead of sched-
ule based on the cooperation shown by the
Kuwaiti authorities - notably the Supreme
Council  for Planning and Development
(SCPD), she said.

Al-Sabeeh made the comments after her
talks with Turkish Minister of Development
Lutfi Elvan, now on a visit to Kuwait, and the
delegation accompanying him. She affirmed
that the Kuwaiti leadership, represented by
His Highness the Amir, and the SCPD attach
great importance to this mega project. 

“The project is of strategic importance,
this is why all competent authorities worked
together to facilitate its implementation,” she
said, noting that the construction company
was satisfied with the procedures adopted in
the recent period.

On her talks with Elvan and his party, the
minister said they discussed the bilateral ties
and cooperation in various fields. She wel-
comed the Turkish companies willing to tap
into the promising investment opportunities
in Kuwait, adding that Kuwait’s five-year
development offers great opportunities for

investors from friendly countries, notably
Turkey. On his part, Elvan expressed grati-
tude to Kuwait for its support to legitimacy in
Turkey in the wake of the failed coup. He also
commended Kuwait for awarding the con-
tract of the airport project to Limak, noting
that the airport will be able to handle more
than 25 million passengers a year after the
completion of its expansion. 

Promotional program 
Meanwhile, Turkey has set a promotion-

al program to encourage foreign invest-

ments,  especially from Kuwait,  Turk ish
Expor ters Assembly Chairman Mehmet
Buyukeksi said on Tuesday. Buyukeksi ’s
remark was carried by Kuwait Chamber of
Commerce and Industry on the fringes of
his visit to Kuwait. The purpose of this visit
is to promote economic ties and encourage
Kuwaiti investments in Turkey. Buyukeksi
pointed out that there are many construc-
tion companies working on huge projects
in Kuwait, most importantly Kuwait’s new
international airport.

He added that a significant exhibition

will be held soon in the Gulf country to pro-
mote Turkey as the biggest economic desti-
nation. The Turkish delegation to Kuwait
includes most prominent Turkish economic
bodies.  During his visit ,  Buyukeksi dis-
cussed with Deputy Chairman of  the
Chamber of  Commerce and Industr y
increasing the volume of trade and invest-
ments between Kuwait and Turkey. Turkish
Exporters Assembly is the highest organiza-
tion of the private sector part of Turkey’s
export and represents exporters in and out-
side Turkey. — Agencies 

Limak to complete Kuwait 
Airport project in 4 years 
Turkey lures Kuwaiti investments with promotional program 

KUWAIT: Turkish delegation takes a group photo with the officials at the Kuwait Chamber of Commerce and Industry. —KUNA

Saudi Embassy celebrates 86th National Day 

Dr Abdul Aziz bin Ibrahim Al-Fayez


