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ANKARA: A mentally disturbed Turkish man wield-
ing a knife tried to storm the Israeli embassy in
Ankara yesterday but was shot by police before
reaching the building, Turkish and Israeli officials
said.

The man, armed with a 30-centimetre (12-inch)
knife, ran towards the embassy shouting slogans
and was shot in the leg, the governor’s office in the
Turkish capital said in a statement. It said initial
investigations showed that the man, named as
Osman Nuri Caliskan, “appeared to be mentally dis-
turbed” and had no record of links with any mili-
tant group.

Suat Gencer, a florist working nearby, said he
heard four shots and then ran to the embassy to see
what had happened. “I saw a man who had been
shot in the leg. I didn’t see a knife but other wit-
nesses said he had a knife and he would set a bomb
off,” he told AFP at the scene. Video footage showed
the man sitting in the road in agony with a wound-
ed leg after being shot, with drops of blood on the
tarmac and a policeman pointing a gun at him
before he was detained.

Embassies on high alert   
Israeli foreign ministry spokesman Emmanuel

Nahshon said in a statement all its embassy staff
were safe and the man reached only the “outer
perimeter” of the embassy. The Israeli embassy said
on its Facebook page that the man had been shot
by a Turkish police officer stationed outside the mis-
sion, thanking the local police for their “professional

performance”.
The incident came with foreign missions in

Turkey on a state of high alert following a spate of
attacks across the country this year blamed on
jihadists and Kurdish militants. The British embassy
in the Turkish capital Ankara was closed on Friday
over security concerns while the German embassy
offered only limited services.

Three months ago, Turkey and Israel signed a
deal to restore their ties which hit an all-time low
after the 2010 raid by Israeli commandos on a Gaza-
bound aid ship that left 10 Turks dead. Under the
deal, they are to begin the process of exchanging
ambassadors to fully restore their diplomatic ties,
although this has yet to formally take place.

Despite the crisis, the Israeli embassy in Ankara
and consulate in Istanbul have carried on working
in the last years, under heavy security. Israel had
already offered compensation and an apology over
the raid.  With the agreement Ankara has been able
to resume delivery of humanitarian aid to the
Palestinians through Israel. 

‘Change the Middle East!’    
Turkey’s NTV television said employees of the

embassy took refuge in a shelter during the inci-
dent on Wednesday.  The Hurriyet daily said the
man had shouted “I will change the Middle East!”
when advancing on the embassy building. 

In a statement to police later, the suspect added:
“I did it to stop the bloodshed in the Middle East,”
the paper said. Three Israelis and an Iranian were

killed in March in a bombing in central Istanbul
blamed on Islamic State (IS) jihadists. Israel subse-
quently upgraded its security advice for Turkey,
encouraging citizens to leave.

Israel was quick to give its support to the Turkish
government in the aftermath of a July 15 coup bid,
condemning it while repeating its faith in the rec-
onciliation process.

Turkey appears to be moving back to its previ-

ous “zero problems with neighbours” foreign policy
after the country also normalised relations with
Moscow damaged after Turkey shot down a Russian
jet in November last year.

Turkey’s Prime Minister Binali Yildirim has also
indicated interest in improving relations with
Egypt-damaged after the ousting of pro-Ankara
president Mohamed Morsi-and even Syria amid the
five year civil war. — AFP

CAIRO: Egypt’s Coptic Christian church
is facing criticism over its role in organ-
izing rallies in support of President
Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi during his visit to
the UN General Assembly.

Egypt’s Christian minority has strong-
ly supported el-Sissi since he came to
power following the military ’s over-
throw of an Islamist president in 2013.
But this week dozens of prominent
Christians released a statement express-
ing concern about the church’s deepen-

ing involvement in politics.
El-Sissi traveled to New York with a

large delegation of loyal parliamentari-
ans and media figures. The visit is par-
tially aimed at improving Egypt’s image
after it has come under criticism from
rights groups and Western nations over
a sweeping crackdown on dissent. El-
Sissi conferred on the sidelines with for-
eign leaders as well as US  presidential
nominees Hillary Clinton and Donald
Trump. — AP

Egypt’s Coptic church criticized 
over el-Sissi rallies at UN

Knife attacker shot outside Israeli embassy in Ankara
No casualties, failed to enter Embassy

MARGARITA ISLAND, Venezuela: Esteemed
comrade Nicolas Maduro Moros, constitutional
President of the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela, Heads of State and Government,
Esteemed ministers, delegates and guests,
Ladies and gentlemen, We are 120 Non-Aligned
States which adhere not only to the Bandung
Principles, but also to the Declaration of the Non
Aligned Movement on Purposes, Principles and
the its Role in the Current International Juncture
approved  at the 14th NAM Summit in Havana.
Our enormous strength cannot be underesti-
mated when we proceed in a concerted fashion.

In the 14th NAM Summit held in Havana in
2006, we rejected any attempt at ‘regime change’
and appealed to all countries to abstain from
resorting to aggression or to the use of force.

Also in Havana, in January 2014, the heads of
State and Government of the Community of
Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC)
signed the Proclamation of Latin America and
the Caribbean as a Zone of Peace thus reaffirm-
ing our commitment to the principles enshrined
in the United Nations Charter and International
Law as well as to the peaceful settlement of dis-
putes and full respect for the inalienable right of
every State to choose its political, economic,
social and cultural system, as an essential prem-
ise to ensure coexistence among nations.

However,  we are witnessing increasing
attacks on Venezuela’s sovereignty and self-
determination. Cuba reaffirms its unconditional
support to the Venezuelan Government and
people, to the civic-military union and to con-
stitutional President Nicolas Maduro Moros.

We strongly repudiate the judicial-parliamen-
tary coup d’Ètat engineered against President
Dilma Rouseff, for it is an act of contempt
against the sovereign will of the people who
elected her with more than 53 million votes.

Our sister nation of Colombia may count on
the full support of Cuba as it moves forward
along the challenging path of the implementa-
tion of the Agreement, and the consolidation of
the stable, fair and lasting peace that
Colombians deserve. We express our confidence
in the people of the Arab Republic of Syria for
we know that they are capable of resolving their
differences by themselves without foreign inter-
ference aimed at promoting ‘regime change’.

Comrade President,
It is unacceptable that the Palestinian people

are still victims of occupation and violence, and
that the occupying power continues preventing
the establishment of an independent Palestinian
State with its capital in East Jerusalem.

Every attempt to secure the self-determina-
tion of the abused Saharawi people has failed,
thus the international community needs to
apply itself to resolving this issue. We affirm our
solidarity with the historical demand of the
Puerto Rican people for self-determination and
independence.

We also uphold our solidarity with the claim
of the Republic of Argentina over the Falklands,
South Sandwich and South Georgia Islands.

Esteemed comrade Maduro, to Cuba, non-

alignment means to struggle for the radical
modification of an international economic
order imposed by the big powers, the same
that has made possible for 360 persons to accu-
mulate an annual wealth exceeding the income
of 45% of the world population.  The gap
between the rich and the poor keeps widening.
Technology transfer from the North to the
South countries remains an elusive goal while
globalization basically privileges a special
group of industrial nations. Meanwhile, the
debt of the South countries, which never ceas-
es to multiply, now amounts to over 1.7 trillion
dollars.

At the moment, 2.9 billion people are forced
into unemployment and extreme poverty, and
millions of children perish every year from
hunger and preventable diseases; nearly 800
million people remain illiterate while more than
1.7 trillion dollars are destined to military
expenses. Non-alignment also means to strug-
gle for the reduction of the knowledge gap,
and for the possibility to use information and
communication technologies for development
and cooperation. We reject the growing milita-
rization of these technologies and their aggres-
sive use against other countries.

Climate change continues to aggravate
while in the developed countries irrational pro-
duction and consumption patterns persist that
threaten the conditions required for the sur-
vival of our species.

On the other hand, the realization of human
rights remains a dream for millions of people all
over the world. The United States and Europe
resort to manipulation, double standards, selec-
tive criteria and the politization of this issue
while waves of refugees concentrate at
European borders, waiting a for just, stable and
permanent solution that can protect their lives
and dignity.

Esteemed President Maduro, twenty-one

months have passed since our simultaneous
announcement with President Barack Obama of
the decision to reestablish diplomatic relations
between Cuba and the United States.

There have been some progress, mostly in
the diplomatic area and cooperation on issues of
common interest, but the same cannot be said
of the economic and commercial sectors due to
the limited, albeit positive, scope of the meas-
ures so far adopted by the US Administration.

Cuba will persevere on its demand to have
the economic, commercial and financial block-
ade lifted, a blockade that brings so much dam-
age and hardship to our people, and which also
has a negative impact on many other countries
due to its extraterritorial implementation. By the
same token, Cuba will continue urging the
return to our sovereignty of the territory illegally
occupied by the United States Naval Base in
Guantanamo.

There will not be normal relations before that
issue is resolved and other policies harmful to
Cuba’s sovereignty still in force are terminated,
such as interventionist and subversive programs.

We reaffirm our disposition to engage the
United States Government in a civilized relation-
ship, but Cuba will neither renounce any of its
principles nor compromise on its sovereignty
and independence. Cuba will not cease defend-
ing its revolutionary and anti-imperialist ideals
or supporting the self-determination of all peo-
ples. Comrade Maduro, We wish our sister
Republic of Venezuela full success in the leader-
ship of the Non-Aligned countries. At the same
time, we congratulate the Islamic Republic of
Iran on its good work during this past term at
the head of the Movement.

The only alternative to the enormous dangers
and challenges lying ahead is unity and solidari-
ty in defense of our common objectives and
interests.

Thank you, very much.

President Raul Castro Ruz at the 17th Summit of the Non-Aligned Movement. Margarita Island,
Venezuela, September 17th, 2016.  

PALERMO, Italy: A Sicilian judge yesterday
ordered a trial for an Eritrean man accused
of running a people smuggling network
that sent thousands of migrants to Europe
and many to their deaths during danger-
ous sea voyages to the continent.

Judge Alessia Geraci said Medhanie
Tesfamariam Berhean would stand trial in
Palermo, capital of Italy’s southern island of
Sicily, on Nov. 16 on charges of abetting
illegal immigration and engaging in human
trafficking.

Medhanie was arrested in May in Sudan
and extradited to Italy, the European entry
point for many migrants crossing the
Mediterranean Sea in rickety boats from
North Africa. It was the first time a suspect-
ed trafficking kingpin was tracked down in
Africa and brought to face justice in Italy
since Europe’s migration crisis started
almost three years ago.

However, friends and family of
Medhanie say it is a case of mistaken identi-
ty, arguing that he was an impoverished
29-year-old refugee with no criminal back-
ground, who was living quietly in
Khartoum and seeking to join his siblings
in the United States when he was arrested
in a rundown cafe.

Medhanie denies all the charges.
His arrest was coordinated by Italy and

Britain’s National Crime Agency. They main-
tain they have the right man, but acknowl-
edged that they initially got his name wrong
and put out the photograph of another
man. More than 300,000 migrants and
refugees have crossed the Mediterranean
this year looking to reach Europe, according
to the UN refugee agency. Some 3,210
migrants are reported to have died or gone
missing while attempting the journey since
Jan. 1.— Reuters

Italy sets trial for suspected 
African human-smuggling boss 

HELSINKI: A Finnish court yesterday
remanded in custody a well-known neo-
Nazi leader suspected of killing a passer-
by during an anti-immigration protest in
Helsinki earlier this month.

Jesse Torniainen, 26, is accused of
kicking 28-year-old passer-by Jimi
Karttunen, who spat in the direction of
the protesters, in the chest. Karttunen
fell and hit his head on the ground,
dying a week later of a cerebral haemor-
rhage. Torniainen, a central figure in the
violent far-right Finnish Resistance
Movement according to police, is sus-
pected of assault and aggravated invol-
untary manslaughter.

The suspect, who has a long record of
previous assaults and other crimes, pub-
licly boasted about the attack on social
media, until  his victim died on

September 16. In court on yesterday,
Torniainen denied any responsibility in
Karttunen’s death.

Finnish politicians, including Prime
Minister Juha Sipila, have condemned
the attack. Politically-motivated violence
is rare in the Nordic country, but far-right
groups have become more active since a
record 32,500 migrants sought asylum
there in 2015. Last year, volunteer street
patrols calling themselves the Soldiers of
Odin, with links to neo-Nazis, appeared
on the streets of several Finnish towns.

In 2013, members of the Finnish
Resistance Movement stabbed and
injured one person at the Jyvaskyla city
library in central Finland, during the
launch of a book entitled “The Far Right
in Finland”, written by young leftist
politicians. — AFP

Finnish neo-Nazi held for 
killing passer-by at protest

JOHANNESBURG: A female student is arrested as police fired stun grenades and rubber bullets in an attempt to disperse them during a protest
yesterday. — AP

JOHANNESBURG: South African police
yesterday set off stun grenades and
threw tear gas at stone-throwing stu-
dents from a leading university who
were demonstrating for free education.

The chaos in the streets around the
University of the Witwatersrand in
Johannesburg followed violent
protests on the campus on Tuesday
that forced the university’s closure for
the rest of the week. Several students
were injured in the latest unrest, South
African media reported. The University
of the Witwatersrand said it is identify-
ing those who par ticipated in
Tuesday’s campus violence and will
take action against them. Protesters
threw stones at security guards outside
a main campus building, smashing
some windows. Some guards threw
projectiles back at the students.

Classes were also suspended yester-
day at the University of Cape Town

because of security concerns.
Stellenbosch University said it
obtained a court order requiring 30
protesters to leave a campus building
they had occupied, or face removal by
the police.

The demonstrators have been react-
ing to a government announcement
that universities can increase fees by
up to 8 percent next year. The govern-
ment made a concession to student
protesters last year, agreeing to freeze
fee increases for this year.

The government has promised to
pay about $180 million to cover the
costs of poor students.  Blade
Nzimande, the South African education
minister, has condemned violent stu-
dent protests, saying the government
has “gone a long way” to financially
support poor students and that stu-
dents with resources should pay fees to
help cover rising university costs. — AP

South African police clash
with university students

ANKARA: Police special forces patrol in front of the Israeli Embassy yesterday. — AFP

Cuban President Raul Castro’s statement
at the Non-Aligned Movement Summit


