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NEW YORK: Donald Trump’s hard line stance on
immigration after two bombings in the New York
area again sparked debate on the White House
campaign trail  Tuesday, as his son sparked a
firestorm by comparing Syrian refugees to lethal
candies. The Republican presidential hopefuls
uncompromising position on illegal migrants-even
calling them a dangerous “Trojan horse” who enter
the country with the aim of doing harm-is inextrica-
bly linked with his meteoric political rise.

Most Republicans approve of his tough talk, with
polls showing that a majority of party members
agreed with his call last December to bar Muslims
from entering the United States. Since then, Trump
has refrained from specifically targeting Muslims,
but he has championed police profiling of suspects
and promised to bar immigrants and travelers from
certain countries deemed dangerous, like Syria.

The candidate has repeatedly warned of the risks
posed by Syrian refugees, citing the arrival in
Europe of Islamic State operatives disguised as sim-
ple refugees, and says US immigration officials are
not properly screening new arrivals. But immigra-
tion is nevertheless not one of the major issues on
the minds of voters, placing only fourth according
to a recent CBS/New York Times poll, making it
unclear if Trump, 70, can use it to persuade those

who are still undecided. But national security and
the anti-terror fight are number two on that list, and
with less than 50 days to go before Election Day on
November 8, Trump is attempting to blur the lines
between the two issues.

“This is a question of qualify of life,” Trump told a
rally in key swing state Florida on Monday. “We
want to make sure we are only admitting people in
our country who love our country.”

Syrians and Skittles   
Trump’s son Donald Jr, one of his surrogates on

the campaign trail, has meanwhile courted contro-
versy with a tweet comparing Syrian refugees to a
bowl of multi-colored Skittles candy-some of them
lethal, but not to the naked eye. “This image says it
all,” he said on Twitter, with a picture of a white bowl
filled with the popular sweets.

Written above the image is: “If I had a bowl of
skittles and I told you just three would kill you.
Would you take a handful? That’s our Syria refugee
problem.” Trump Jr thus argued that it is too dan-
gerous to welcome migrants when a tiny number of
them could later launch attacks. The man accused
of planting bombs in both downtown Manhattan
and near a race in New Jersey is a naturalized
American of Afghan descent. — AFP

Trump slams ‘Trojan horse’ migrants, son sparks outrage

NEW YORK: Ahmad Khan Rahami, a US citizen
born in Afghanistan, was charged by federal offi-
cials in two states Tuesday with planting bombs
in New York, and at a military charity run and
train station in New Jersey.

He remains hospitalized after a shootout with
police Monday, hours after investigators say he
dumped a package with bombs in a trash can
near a train station. Investigators are looking
into his previous overseas travel and other run-
ins with the law.

Here’s what’s known about Rahami:
Stabbing charge

Rahami was accused of stabbing one of his
brothers in 2014, but a grand jury declined to
indict him, despite a warning from the arresting
officer that Rahami likely was “a danger to him-
self or others,” court records show. He also was
accused of violating a domestic-violence
restraining order in 2012.

Rahami has a child with a woman he dated
while attending high school in Edison, New
Jersey, but the two have since had a tumultuous
relationship. Rahami often was hundreds of dol-
lars in arrears in child support, and their custody
case was called before a family court judge six
times in five years, records show.

A judge on Tuesday granted her request for
temporary full custody of the child after she
went to court, citing the terror investigation.

In 2011, the woman went to court to stop
Rahami’s overnight visits with the child, but a
judge found she hadn’t provided evidence to
show that their child was in danger of being tak-
en out of the country. A judge approved a visita-
tion agreement between the two in May 2014,
ordering that the child spend Christmas and
Thanksgiving with her - and the Muslim holy
days Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha with Rahami.

Investigated by fbi
Following the 2014 stabbing, the FBI looked

into Rahami after his father expressed concern
his son might be a terrorist, law enforcement
officials said Tuesday. During the inquiry, the
father backed away from talk of terrorism and
told investigators that he simply meant his son
was hanging out with the wrong crowd and act-
ing like a thug, the officials said.

Rahami’s father told reporters Tuesday that
he called the FBI at the time because Rahami
“was doing real bad.” William Sweeney, the FBI’s
assistant director in New York, said Monday that
that at the time of the bombing, Rahami appar-
ently was not on the FBI’s radar.

Where he worked
Federal investigators said that Rahami pur-

chased components for the bombs on eBay, and
had them shipped to a business where he worked
in Perth Amboy, New Jersey. They said he worked

there until Sept. 12, but didn’t identify the store.
Rahami had worked as an unarmed night guard
for two months in 2011 at an Associated Press
administrative technology office in New Jersey. At
the time, he was employed by Summit Security, a
private contractor.

AP global security chief Danny Spriggs said
Rahami worked night shifts and often engaged
colleagues in long political discussions, express-
ing sympathy for the Taliban and disdain for US
military action in Afghanistan. Rahami left that
job in 2011 because he wanted to take a trip to
Afghanistan, Spriggs said. Customers at a fried
chicken restaurant owned by Rahami’s father
where he had worked said his demeanor
changed after taking trips overseas and he start-
ed wearing more ethnic clothing.

A wife from pakistan
Rahami has made five trips overseas over the

last six years, according to Republican Rep. Tom
MacArthur, who was briefed by the FBI on
Tuesday. MacArthur represents the district
including Seaside Park.

On a trip to Pakistan in 2014, Rahami emailed
his local congressman seeking help because his
pregnant wife had an expired passport.

Democratic New Jersey Rep. Albio Sires said
his office wrote a letter to the US embassy in
Pakistan to check on the status of the case and
the woman received a visa. — AP

LINDEN, NEW JERSEY: Ahmad Khan Rahami is taken into custody after a shootout with police Monday, Sept. 19, 2016. — AP
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CHARLOTTE: Protests and looting rocked a
North Carolina city early yesterday, follow-
ing the fatal police shooting of a black
man, with a dozen officers and several
demonstrators injured in the violence.

Media reported that several hundred
people gathered to protest the shooting of
43-year-old Keith Lamont Scott, who was
African-American, as was the officer who
killed him. The shooting was the latest in a
string involving black men killed at the
hands of police, which has fueled outrage
nationwide.

Demonstrations began late Tuesday and
grew through much of the night near an
apartment complex in the city of Charlotte,
where the shooting occurred. As news of
the shooting spread, protesters gathered,
carrying signs that read “Black Lives Matter”
and chanting “No justice, no peace!”

Later in the night, some protesters in
Charlotte set fires blocking a major road,
and others set trucks ablaze, according to
news reports. A local television station
reported that looters attempted to break
into a Walmart store-some throwing rocks
and shattering glass doors-and were held
back at the entrance by officers. 

Series of shootings   
The violence comes just days after

another police shooting, captured on
video, of an unarmed black man in Tulsa,
Oklahoma.  Together, they are the latest in
a series of recent police shootings-from
Baton Rouge, Louisiana to Dallas, Texas-
that have left the African American com-
munity demanding law enforcement
reforms and greater accountability from
public officials. News reports said the offi-
cer in Tuesday’s shooting, Brentley Vinson,
has been put on paid leave. WSOC-TV
reported that the Charlotte shooting
occurred as Vinson and other officers were
searching for a suspect on an outstanding
arrest warrant.

Police encountered Scott-who was not
the person they were seeking-in a car

parked at the building.  “At this point, all we
know (is) they were in the apartment com-
plex parking lot,” Charlotte-Mecklenberg
Police Chief Kerr Putney told reporters late
Tuesday. “This subject gets out with a
weapon. They engage him, and one of the
officers felt a lethal threat and fired his
weapon because of that.”

Police said Scott had a firearm, which is
legal under local law “open carry” gun laws.
His relatives told local media, however, that
he was not carrying a gun, but had a book
in his hands when he was gunned down.

Charlotte police donned riot gear and
used tear gas as they tried to subdue the
angry crowd, which authorities said
attacked and damaged several police cars
over the course of the night. The police
department said on Twitter that “approxi-
mately 12 officers injured. One officer hit in
face with a rock.” A separate police depart-
ment tweet said the wounded officers
were “injured tonight working to protect
our community during demonstration.”

Appeal for calm   
Meanwhile, Charlotte Mayor Jennifer

Roberts appealed for calm. “The communi-
ty deserves answers and full investigation
will ensue,” she wrote on Twitter. “Will be
reaching out to community leaders to work
together.” The fatal shooting in Tulsa last
Friday of Terence Crutcher was recorded by
police car dashboard cameras and a police
helicopter camera. 

Tulsa Police Chief Chuck Jordan, in
releasing the footage to the public
Monday, called it disturbing and “very diffi-
cult to watch.” In the video, the 40-year-old
Crutcher is seen with his hands up, appear-
ing to comply with police officers and lean-
ing against his car.  He is then shot once by
officer Betty Shelby, and falls to the
ground. Another officer fires his stun gun.
“We will achieve justice in this case,” the
Tulsa police chief told a news conference.
“We will do the right thing. We will not cov-
er anything up.” — AFP

Violent protests over latest 
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CLEVELAND, OHIO: Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump (right) and running mate Mike
Pence (L) stand as pastor Darrell Scott (not seen) speaks during the Midwest Vision and Values
Pastors and Leadership Conference at the New Spirit Revival Center on September 21, 2016. — AFP

CHARLOTTE: Police officers face off with protestors on the I-85 (Interstate 85) during
protests following the death of a man shot by a police officer yesterday. — AFP

TULSA: The unarmed black man shot dead in
the middle of a Tulsa street last week by a
white police officer had run-ins with the law
dating back to his teenage years and had
recently served a four-year stint in prison. But
those closest to Terence Crutcher described
him as a church-going father who was begin-
ning to turn his life around. After marking his
40th birthday with his twin sister last month,
Crutcher sent her a text that read, “I’m gonna
show you, I’m gonna make you all proud.”

Crutcher was due to start a music apprecia-
tion class at a local community college on
Friday, the day he was fatally shot by Tulsa
police officer Betty Shelby after she responded
to a report of a stalled vehicle.

The shooting was captured in graphic
detail by a police helicopter and a cruiser
dashcam, though it ’s not clear from that
footage what led Shelby to draw her gun or
what orders officers gave Crutcher. An attor-
ney representing Crutcher ’s family says
Crutcher committed no crime and gave offi-

cers no reason to shoot. Shelby was put on
paid administrative leave while local and fed-
eral officials investigate the shooting.
Crutcher’s criminal history includes a 1995
arrest in nearby Osage County in which offi-
cers reported they saw him fire his weapon
out a vehicle window. Records obtained by
The Associated Press on Tuesday show that
when Crutcher was ordered to exit the vehicle
for a pat-down search, he began making a
movement to his right ankle before an officer
managed to get control of Crutcher. A .25-cal-
iber pistol was found in his right sock, the
arresting officer wrote in an affidavit.

Crutcher eventually entered a no-contest
plea to charges of carrying a weapon and
resisting an officer and received suspended
sentences, court records show. Oklahoma
prison officials confirmed Tuesday that
Crutcher also served four years in prison
from 2007 to 2011 on a Tulsa County drug
trafficking conviction.

Crutcher’s family could not be reached for

comment on his criminal record. But an attor-
ney for his family, Melvin Hall, said those
details were not known by police at the scene.
“Nobody claimed that he was a perfect indi-
vidual. Who is perfect? But that night he was
not a criminal,” Hall said. “He did not have any
warrants. He had not done anything wrong.
He had a malfunctioning vehicle, and he
should have been treated accordingly.”

Saying “we’re a family of faith,” Tiffany
Crutcher told CNN’s “New Day” early yesterday
that she hopes something positive can come
of her family’s loss. “We’re hoping that America
will open their eyes, everybody, and see
there’s an issue, a systemic issue, that needs to
be solved. And we’re pleading with the leader-
ship of this country, everyone, to just see that
and let’s put some systems in place to prevent
this from happening again,” she said.

Terence Crutcher was scheduled to begin
the music class at Tulsa Community College on
the day he was shot, and TCC President Leigh
Goodson said in a statement that Crutcher

had talked with staff about his desire to be
successful in college. “He brought to TCC his
talents, hopes and dreams of creating a suc-
cessful life by dedicating himself to complet-
ing a degree,” Goodson said.

On Friday, two 911 calls describing an SUV

that had been abandoned in the middle of the
road preceded the fatal encounter between
Crutcher and the police. One unidentified
caller said the driver of the stalled vehicle was
acting strangely, adding, “I think he’s smoking
something.” — AP
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TULSA: People hold signs at a “protest for justice” over Friday’s shooting death of Terence
Crutcher, sponsored by We the People Oklahoma. — AP


