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BERLIN: A 16-year-old Syrian refugee has
been arrested in Germany on suspicion of
planning a bomb attack in the name of the
Islamic State jihadist group, officials said
yesterday.

The youngster, thought to have been
radicalized only recently, was detained in a
special forces operation late Tuesday at a
shelter for asylum-seekers in the western
city of Cologne, police and prosecutors
said. Initial information gathered from the
teenager’s mobile phone showed that he
had expressed an “unmistakeable willing-

ness” to carry out an attack, Klaus-Stephan
Becker of the Cologne police told
reporters.

Investigators had found a series of
online chat messages that contained
“concrete instructions for building explo-
sive devices” as well as tips on how to
cause maximum damage, added local
prosecutor Ulf Willuhn at the same news
conference. It was not immediately clear
how far the plans for an attack had pro-
gressed, he said. According to an earlier
statement by police and prosecutors, con-

versations found on the teenager’s phone
had indicated he was in touch with a per-
son abroad who had ties to IS and “want-
ed to recruit the young Syrian for Islamist
activities”.

German security authorities described
the suspect as a “serious threat” and have
assigned a 35-strong team of investiga-
tors to the case. The youngster is under-
stood to have arrived in Germany with his
family last year. He had already been
brought to the attention of police twice
before, after fellow residents and employ-

ees at his asylum-seekers’ shelter voiced
concerns that he had been radicalized.
But police said there was not enough
information to take action.

It was only after a mosque expressed
similar suspicions that police were able to
arrest him, Becker said. The case comes a
week after German police detained three
men with forged Syrian passports accused
of being IS militants and labelled a possi-
ble “sleeper cell” with links to the assailants
behind the November attacks in Paris.

Germany is on edge after suffering two

attacks claimed by IS in July-an axe ram-
page on a train in Wuerzburg that injured
five and a suicide bombing in Ansbach
that left 15 wounded. Both were carried
out by asylum seekers.

The attacks rattled Germans’ sense of
security and fuelled concerns over the
country’s record influx of migrants and
refugees last year. German police say they
have identified 523 people who pose a
security threat to the country, around half
of whom are known to be currently in
Germany. —AFP
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BERLIN: Growing xenophobia and rightwing
extremism could threaten peace in eastern
Germany, the government warned yesterday,
voicing fears over the impact of a series of attacks
on refugees in the region.

In a report urging mainstream society to take a
stronger stand against anti-migrant action, it
highlighted a worrying trend-that in many
demonstrations against asylum seekers, the line
between popular protest and far-right agitation
was becoming blurred.  “Rightwing extremism in
all forms poses a very serious threat to the socie-
tal and economic development” of eastern
Germany, said Iris Gleicke, who is the govern-
ment’s point person for national unity.

“Determined action from the government,
the states, communes and civil societies is nec-
essary to ensure peace in eastern Germany,” she
told reporters as she presented the latest
report examining progress since German reuni-
fication in 1990.

The annual report had in previous years been
largely focused on industrial regeneration for
the region, which has lagged behind the west
economically,  and experienced a wave of
depopulation as mostly younger people left for
the west for jobs. But rising xenophobia has
emerged as a key concern this year, as anger
over the arrival of around a million asylum seek-
ers in Germany in 2015 is running high in many
eastern states such as Saxony, Saxony-Anhalt

and Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania.
It has also fuelled a surge in support for the

rightwing populist AfD party, which has run an
anti-migrant and Islamophobic campaign.
Eastern states have been required to take in rela-
tively few new arrivals compared to western
states, under a quota system calculated by the
size of the state’s population and income.

Society must speak out   
But arson attacks on accommodation for asy-

lum seekers and assaults on refugees have shot
up dramatically in the region, Gleicke said. “I am
disturbed by this rising far-right and xenophobic
violence. It is more than an alarm bell if the
attacks and violence are backed by or quietly
accepted by mainstream society,” she said, noting
that the incidents had sparked global outrage.

Former communist eastern Germany has been
the scene of several ugly incidents in which far-
right extremists have targeted asylum seekers.
Clashes broke out last week between dozens of
asylum seekers and far-right extremists in the
eastern city of Bautzen, forcing police to call in
reinforcements to quell the violence.

In February, a cheering crowd was seen out-
side a burning asylum shelter in the same town,
clapping and shouting: “Good, that’s up in flames.”
That same weekend, a video emerged of far-right
thugs intimidating refugees including crying chil-
dren-and preventing them from getting off a bus

to enter another shelter in the eastern town of
Clausnitz. Gleicke insisted it was not only up to
churches or politicians to take a stand against
such violence. “Mainstream society must also do
its part. It’s definitely uncomfortable. I know what
it is to have to fight against neo-Nazis. But I
expect companies, too, to give greater support to
civil society on this front,” she said.

An economic toll   
Beyond the potential toll at home, the poi-

soned atmosphere also risks tarnishing the
region’s reputation abroad, hurting prospects not
just for tourism but also for investment. Gleicke
said that on recent trips to the United States and
Japan where she sought to promote eastern
Germany as a location for business start-ups, she
was asked: “What is the situation when an engi-
neer, who is of color, wants to come?” “It ’s
extremely clear that a place that is not open to
the world or which is not open to immigration
will be disadvantaged economically,” she warned.

Germany’s top economists echoed the con-
cerns. Marcel Fratzscher, who heads German
Institute for Economic Research (DIW),  told
Handelsblatt business daily that the lurch
towards the far-right could drive away compa-
nies or highly-qualified workers from the region.
“The increasing radicalization and intolerance
will severely weaken parts of eastern Germany’s
economy,” he said. —AFP

DRESDEN, SAXONY, GERMANY: This file photo taken on April 18, 2016 shows supporters of the PEGIDA movement (Patriotic
Europeans Against the Islamisation of the Occident) holding a poster reading ‘Immigration quota- yes or no- by referendum’
during a rally. —AFP

Xenophobia ‘a threat’ to peace 
in eastern Germany: Berlin

Society must speak out

UNITED NATIONS: The landmark Paris
agreement on climate change moved closer
to reality yesterday after 31 countries joined
during the United Nations General
Assembly.

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
voiced confidence that the accord, through
which countries commit to take action to
stem the planet’s rising temperatures, would
come into force by the end of the year. “The
momentum is remarkable,” said the outgo-
ing UN chief, who convened a meeting on
the Paris accord during the annual UN gath-
ering of leaders. “When the Paris agreement
enters into force this year, it will be a major
step forward on our journey for a more
secure, more equitable and more prosper-
ous future,” Ban said.

The countries that joined the accord on
yesterday included Latin American power-
houses Argentina, Brazil and Mexico as well
as major fossil fuel powers Brunei and the
United Arab Emirates.

To come into force, the Paris agreement
needs ratification from 55 countries that
account for at least 55 percent of the plan-
et’s greenhouse gas emissions responsible
for climate change. With Wednesday’s event,
in which leaders ceremonially ratified the
accord, a total of 60 countries have joined
the Paris accord but they account for less
than 48 percent of global emissions.

Calls for more ambition   
The accord requires all countries to

devise plans to achieve the goal of keeping
the rise of temperatures within two degrees
Celsius (3.6 Fahrenheit) above pre-industrial
levels. But Edgar Gutierrez, the environment
and energy minister of Costa Rica, said that
the level was not ambitious enough in light
of evidence of worse-than-feared climate
change, with last month yet again setting a
record for the hottest month ever.

Gutierrez called for countries to aim for
1.5 Celsius and warned that even a one-year
delay in implementing the Paris accord
could be too late for the planet. “Climate
change is already dangerous, it has already
exceeded the capacity of many countries to

adapt to it, we have already lost lives, we are
losing species and we have lost lands and
buildings,” said Gutierrez, speaking on behalf
of a troika of climate-vulnerable nations
including Ethiopia and the Philippines.

Mattlan Zackhras, a senior official from
the Marshall Islands, warned that despite
pledges under the Paris accord the planet
still looked on track for a rise of three
degrees. “This will wipe out my country and
many island-states in the Pacific,” he told
reporters.

Europe set to seal accord   
Ban’s office said that 14 other countries

accounting for 12.58 percent of emissions
had signaled they would ratify the accord
this year, meaning the agreement is virtually
certain to come into force, barring a wide-
spread change of heart.

The European Union will enter the agree-
ment “in the next weeks,” Miguel Arias
Canete, the 28-member bloc’s commissioner
for climate action and energy, told reporters.

Adriano Campolina, chief executive of
the charity ActionAid, was puzzled why the
European Union-the champions of the earli-
er Kyoto Protocol-had not moved earlier. “In
order to reclaim its role as a true climate
leader it must take early action, before 2020,
to ensure that keeping the world below 1.5
degree warming is not an elusive dream,” he
said.

China and the United States, the two
largest emitters, gave a major boost to the
accord when they signed on during a sum-
mit earlier this month between Presidents Xi
Jinping and Barack Obama.

French Environment Minister Segolene
Royal, who heads the body behind the Paris
accord, told AFP earlier in the week that she
hoped it would come into force before the
next UN climate meeting on November 7 in
Marrakesh, Morocco.

That conference opens one day before
the presidential election in the United
States, in which Republican candidate
Donald Trump has dismissed mainstream
science on climate change and vowed to
tear up the Paris accord if elected. —AFP
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UN HEADQUARTERS: United States Secretary of State John Kerry speaks
during a ceremony to mark more signatories to the Paris climate accords
yesterday. —AFP

PARIS: A European law and human
rights commission yesterday criticized
proposed constitutional changes in
A zerbai jan that  would ex tend the
president ’s term, a conclusion that
drew an angry response from the ex-
Soviet nation.

The Venice Commission, a watchdog
body of constitutional law experts based
in France, released a preliminary report
saying that extending the presidential
mandate “cannot be justified” and that
other proposed legal changes would
upset the balance of powers.

The commission expressed concern
about a measure limiting public gather-
ings and said a measure giving the presi-
dent power to dissolve parliament would
weaken political dissent. Azerbaijan is to
hold a referendum Monday on the
changes. Hundreds of demonstrators
gathered in the capital of Azerbaijan
Saturday to protest against them.

Some critics characterize the oil-rich
Caspian Sea nation as effectively a
dynasty as President Ilham Aliyev is the
son of the previous president and see the
proposed measures as a mechanism for
extending his rule.

The Venice Commission experts are
part of the Council of Europe, a rights
authority whose 47 members - includ-
ing Azerbaijan -  have signed the
European Convention on Human

Rights.  The commission also com-
plained that Azerbaijan rushed these
reforms through without enough par-
liamentary and public debate, and said
it regrets that Azerbaijan didn’t consult
the commission.

Shahin Aliyev, the head of the legal
department in Azerbaijan’s presidential
administration, shrugged off the Venice
Commission’s criticism as hasty and
unfounded. “We are seeing that hasty
conclusion, which has many flaws, as
politically driven,” he said at a briefing in
the capital Baku. “They speak to us in a
language of ultimatums.”

The presidential aide voiced surprise
that the commission hadn’t asked
Azerbaijan for any explanation or clarifi-
cation before issuing its verdict. He
rebuffed the criticism and argued that
the proposed constitutional changes are
intended to streamline the government
structure in order to help conduct politi-
cal and economic reforms.

Aliyev, in office since succeeding his
father in 2003, has firmly allied the Shia
Muslim nation with the West, helping
secure its energy and security interests
and offset Russia’s influence in the strate-
gic Caspian region. At the same time, his
government has long faced criticism in
the West for showing little tolerance for
dissent and holding elections that fall
below democratic standards. —AP
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MARIANOSZTRA, Hungary:
Hungarian prison inmates are ramping
up their production of razor wire, work-
ing around the clock as Hungary pre-
pares to build a second fence on the
border with Serbia to keep out refugees
and other migrants.

The razor wire manufacturing at the
prison in Marianosztra, northern
Hungary, has increased from two shifts
earlier this year, to three. Besides its
domestic use, Hungary has also sold or
donated fence elements, including
wire and steel posts, to other countries
in the region, including Slovenia and
Macedonia.

“The inmates are manufacturing
razor wire in three shifts a day, with 13
inmates in each shift producing the
wire,” Lt. Tamas Szep, the prison’s press
officer, said Wednesday. “The capacity
of the plant is around 100 wire spools
per day, which is heavily influenced by
the fact that most of the work is done
by hand.”

Human rights
Human rights organizations consid-

er Hungary’s fences erected last year as
the first step in efforts by Prime
Minister Viktor Orban’s government to
dismantle the country’s asylum system.

Hungary’s Helsinki Committee says
the fence, the closure of asylum centers
and other measures are destroying the
asylum system. “The asylum system,
over the past year, has been basically
emptied of its capacity to provide pro-

tection,” said Helsinki Committee co-
chair Marta Pardavi.  “There is a clear
policy of zero migration, of zero
refugees coming to Hungary.”

Other steps taken by Hungary in
recent months to destroy its asylum
system include the closure of refugee
reception centers, the elimination or
reduction of subsidies to assist the
integration of people granted asy-
lum, the deterioration of legal safe-
guards for refuges and new measures
which allow the summary return
across the fence of migrants caught
near the border.

While the fence could serve legiti-

mate defense needs, criticism of the
barrier is exacerbated by the very small
number of refugees - up to 15 per day
- who are allowed to file asylum claims
at a couple of makeshift “transit zones”
set up by Hungary on the Serbian bor-
der. Hundreds have been waiting,
sometimes for months, in deplorable
conditions. “Hungary is closing its terri-
tory with a fence with the aim of keep-
ing out of the European Union those
who need protection from terror, per-
secution and torture,” said Gabor
Gyulai, director of the Helsinki
Committee’s refugee program. “A func-
tioning asylum system has been will-

ingly destroyed by the government for
political reasons.”

Orban’s anti-migrant policies have
been building toward a referendum to
be held Oct. 2 in which the prime min-
ister hopes to gather political support
for his opposition to any future EU
plan to resettle migrants among its
member states.

Separately, Hungary is also chal-
lenging the EU in court, hoping to pre-
vent having to temporarily take in
1,294 refugees until their asylum
claims are decided.

The government’s relentless refer-
endum campaign includes a ubiqui-
tous galaxy of anti-migrant posters,
television ads, multiple daily state-
ments and forums held by govern-
ment officials and from Orban’s Fidesz
party, as well as a pamphlet distrib-
uted to voters warning about the
alleged risks of migration.

One of the claims is that there are
hundreds of “no-go” zones which
“authorities are incapable of keeping
under control” in cities of countries
with large numbers of immigrants like
Britain, France, Germany, Sweden and
Denmark.  According to the pamphlet,
“the written and unwritten norms of
the host societies do not apply” in
those areas.

In its own way, the Hungarian gov-
ernment has already achieved its goal,
as many of the few hundred refugees a
year granted asylum in the country
prefer to leave. —AP
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Hungarian soldiers, front, and police officers patrol the transit
zone at Hungary’s southern border with Serbia near Tompa,
169 km southeast of Budapest, Hungary yesterday. —AP


