
HONG KONG: Leaders of Hong Kong’s “Umbrella Revolution” Alex Chow (L), newly elected lawmaker Nathan Law (C) and Joshua Wong (R) shout
slogans as they arrive at the Eastern Court in Hong Kong yesterday — AFP
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TAIPEI: Taiwan’s defense ministry said yesterday it is
asking Google to blur satellite images showing
what experts say appear to be new military installa-
tions on Itu Aba, Taipei’s sole holding in the disput-
ed South China Sea.

The revelation of new military-related construc-
tion could raise tensions in the contested water-
way, where China’s building of airstrips and other
facilities has worried other claimants and the
United States.

The images seen on Google Earth show four
three-pronged structures sitting in a semi-circle
just off the northwestern shoreline of Itu Aba,

across from an upgraded airstrip and recently con-
structed port that can dock 3,000-ton frigates.
“Under the pre-condition of protecting military
secrets and security, we have requested Google
blur images of important military facilities,” Taiwan
Defense Ministry spokesman Chen Chung-chi said
on Wednesday, after local media published the
images on Itu Aba.

The United States has urged against the milita-
rization of the South China Sea, following the rapid
land reclamation by China on several disputed
reefs through dredging, and building air fields and
port facilities.

Taiwan’s defense ministry and coast guard,
which directly oversees Itu Aba, said details about
the structures are confidential and have not com-
mented on their nature. Google, a unit of Alphabet
Inc, did not immediately respond to requests for
comment on the request. Defense experts in Taiwan
said that based on the imagery of the structures
and their semi-circular layout, the structures were
likely related to defense and could be part of an
artillery foundation. “I think definitely it will be for
military purposes, but I cannot tell if it is for defend-
ing, attacking or monitoring,” said Dustin Wang, a
scholar and a former government advisor who has

regularly visited Itu Aba.
Wang said given the structures’ location which

faces the main seaborne traffic, they may relate to
surveillance. China, Taiwan, the Philippines,
Vietnam, Malaysia and Brunei claim parts or all of
the South China Sea, through which trillions of dol-
lars in trade passes.

In July, an international court ruled against China
in a case brought by the Philippines that rejected
China’s claim to a vast swathes of the disputed mar-
itime area. Both China and Taiwan, which China
views as a renegade province, vehemently rejected
the court ruling. — Reuters

HONG KONG: Three young Hong Kong activists
who led the city’s massive “Umbrella Revolution”
pro-democracy protests walked free from court
yesterday after a renewed bid by prosecutors to
jail them.

It comes as tensions remain high in the semi-
autonomous city with fears growing that China
is tightening its grip, sparking a growing inde-
pendence movement.

Nathan Law, 23, who was recently voted in as
the city’s youngest lawmaker and wants self-
determination for Hong Kong, was one of the
trio in court and slammed yesterday’s hearing as
a political move. “The Department of Justice and
the government are basically hunting those
(who took part in) civil disobedience and those
who uphold democratic values,” he told
reporters.

Law, Joshua Wong and Alex Chow were all
convicted in August for taking part in, or inciting
others to take part in, a protest that led up to the
major pro-democracy demonstrations of 2014

calling for fully free elections of the city’s leader.

Expressing their views
They were given community service or sus-

pended sentences after the magistrate said she
believed they had been “genuinely expressing
their views” during the protest, which saw stu-
dents climb over a fence into the Hong Kong
government complex. 

But prosecutors sought a sentence review in
court Wednesday, asking for jail terms for the
three. They argued the protest they led was
large-scale and that the defendants had not
shown genuine remorse.

Magistrate June Cheung, who also handed
down the original verdict and sentencing, dis-
missed the review case. “During sentencing, I
already took into account carefully the serious-
ness of the case, thus imposing community serv-
ice as well as a suspended sentence-which can
legally replace jail terms-to the three, who are
first offenders,” Cheung said.

It is not clear whether prosecutors will try to
appeal further. Law said prosecutors must have
come under “huge political pressure” to bring
the review. Chow, 25, said it had been brought
“to suppress those who oppose the government
and ask for universal suffrage through the legal
system”. Wong, 19, who became the face of the
Umbrella Movement, urged supporters to con-
tinue civil disobedience as a way to campaign
for freedoms and rights.

Hong Kong has been governed under a “one
country, two systems” deal since it was handed
back by Britain to China in 1997. The agreement
is designed to protect Hong Kong’s freedoms for
50 years, but there are concerns those liberties
are already being eroded.

Law and Wong have together set up a new
political party calling for Hong Kongers to have a
choice over their sovereignty when the han-
dover deal expires in 2047. Wong is still too
young to stand for parliament as the minimum
age for candidates is 21. — AFP

GENEVA: A UN expert is calling on the
world community to do more to help
North Korea cope with fallout from dead-
ly Typhoon Lionrock and says officials in
the reclusive country should allow access
to those in need.

Tomas Ojea Quintana, the UN special
reporter on human rights in North Korea,
pointed to UN estimates that more than
140,000 people require assistance after
the typhoon that killed at least 138 peo-

ple in the northeastern part of the coun-
try. The UN human rights office said in a
statement Wednesday that Ojea
Quintana called on the international
community to “increase support for on-
going humanitarian efforts on the
ground,” citing national reconstruction
efforts underway. He noted that sanc-
tions imposed by the United Nations
Security Council exclude humanitarian
assistance, the statement said. — AP

DAVAO, PHILIPPINES: Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte (R) speaks while peace
adviser Jesus Dureza looks on during the courtesy call of freed Norwegian nation-
al Kjartan Sekkingstad on September 18, 2016 — -AFP
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UNITED NATIONS: North Korea’s repeated flout-
ing of UN Security Council resolutions by con-
ducting nuclear and missile tests calls into ques-
tion its suitability for membership of the world
body, South Korea’s top diplomat has told The
Associated Press.

Foreign Minister Yun Byung-se stopped short
of calling for Pyongyang’s expulsion from the UN
but said its authoritarian government was violat-
ing the terms under which both the Koreas had
been admitted 25 years ago. He said the North
had “broken records” in its violation of global
norms: It is the only nation to have conducted
nuclear tests in the 21st century and is already
subject to five Security Council resolutions over
its weapons testing.

“I think all members of the UN have to ask
themselves whether North Korea is really quali-
fied as a member of the UN,” Yun said in an inter-
view late Tuesday said on the sidelines of the
annual gathering of world leaders at its head-
quarters in New York.

Loopholes 
Calling North Korea a “serial offender,” he said

the Security Council, the UN’s top decision-mak-
ing body, needs to close loopholes in existing
sanctions and impose tough new measures in
response to the North’s fifth and most recent
atomic test. He said that the “Hiroshima-sized
explosion” Sept. 9 made clear that Pyongyang
poses an “existential threat” to its US-allied south-
ern neighbor and a growing menace to the world.

“This latest test is a very sobering reminder
(that) the danger and the threat from North Korea
is now reaching a very, very dangerous stage. For
many years we have been talking about the
development of North Korea’s nuclear weapons
and missiles, and now we may be reaching a
stage where we have to worry about the deploy-
ment of nuclear-tipped missiles,” Yun said.

“If that day comes, that’s not just a threat to
South Koreans or to Japanese, it’s a threat to the
United States and almost all members of the
international community,” Yun said. He described
the ongoing negotiations over a new Security
Council resolution as a “last chance ... to check this
fanatic behavior” of young leader Kim Jong Un.

In a fresh sign of defiance, Kim oversaw a
ground test of a new rocket engine and ordered
a satellite launch preparation, North Korean
state media said Tuesday, an indication the
country might soon conduct a prohibited long-
range rocket launch - possibly to coincide with

the 71st founding anniversary of the ruling
Workers’ Party which falls Oct. 10. Commercial
satellite imagery confirmed activity consistent
with preparations for such an engine test.

The United Nations and others view the
North’s space launch development project as a
cover for tests of missile technology, as ballistic
missiles and rockets in satellite launches share
similar bodies, engines and other technology.
The North has conducted more than 20 launch-
es of various types of missile this year. Yun also
voiced concern that the North was accelerating
its accumulation of fissile material with a view to
mass producing nuclear bombs.

North Korea has said it needs nuclear weapons
and missiles to cope with US military threats.
About 28,500 US troops are stationed in South
Korea, a legacy of the 1950-53 Korean War which
ended with an armistice, not a peace treaty.

Yun dismissed repeated North Korean calls for
the US and South Korea to scrap annual military
exercises, which it describes as a preparation for
invasion. Some experts argue that could provide
a diplomatic opening. Aid-for-disarmament talks
have been stalled since 2008, and Washington
says they can restart only if the North recommits
to denuclearization. Yun said the North uses its
argument over military exercises as an excuse as
it pursues weapons development.

“We should not play their game,” he said.
Yun welcomed a meeting Monday between

President Barack Obama and Premier Li Keqiang
of China - the North’s main trading partner and
traditional ally, in which both countries con-
demned the recent nuclear test and pledged
closer coordination on addressing the nuclear
threat from Pyongyang. 

China is critical not only for enforcement of
sanctions but agreeing to tougher measures, as
it is a veto-wielding member of the Security
Council. — AP
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WELLINGTON: New Zealand will go ahead
with its first extradition of a resident to
China, New Zealand’s justice minister said
yesterday, after reconsidering its position
at the behest of the High Court and main-
taining the man should be sent to China.

New Zealand agreed in December to
extradite South Korean Kyung Yup Kim,
who is a New Zealand resident, to China to
face charges for the murder of a woman in
Shanghai. The High Court later ordered the
government to reconsider its decision
because of concern Kim might not be pro-
tected from ill-treatment and given the
right to silence before a trial.

Justice Minister Amy Adams said via an
email from her spokesman that she had
considered the High Court’s ruling and had
decided that Kim should be surrendered to
China. Kim denies the murder charge,
according to court documents, and his
lawyer, Tony Ellis, told the High Court this
week that Kim intended to keep fighting
the case up to the Supreme Court.

The drawn-out case and the possibility
of more court reviews has highlighted the
hurdles China faces as it seeks to drum up
international cooperation in a campaign to

track down corruption suspects who have
fled overseas.

That was further underscored on
Tuesday when Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau sidestepped questions on
extraditions to China, saying Canada would
stick to high standards when deciding
whether to return Chinese citizens.

China’s foreign ministry spokesman Lu
Kang told a daily briefing on Wednesday
that Kim’s extradition “serves the common
interests of China, New Zealand and other
countries that cooperate with China in this
way”. “We hope and are confident that on
the basis of mutual respect we will contin-
ue to cooperate in the administration and
enforcement of the law,” Kang said.

China has pushed for an extradition
treaty with New Zealand since 2014. In
April, on a visit to Beijing, Prime Minister
John Key said an extradition treaty was
“possible”, as long as people did not face
torture or the death penalty.

The High Court also ruled on
Wednesday that Kim, who has spent the
past five years in an Auckland prison while
the extradition proceedings went on,
should be allowed out on bail. —Reuters
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UN HEADQUARTERS: South Korea’s Foreign
Minister Yun Byung-se listens during the
Leader’s Summit on Refugees at the 71st ses-
sion of the General Assembly, Tuesday Sept.
20, 2016. — AP
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MANILA: President Rodrigo Duterte’s
deadly war on crime is threatening the
Philippines’ economy and endangering
its democratic institutions, international
credit rating agency Standard and
Poor’s warned yesterday.

S&P maintained its stable outlook for
the Philippines, but highlighted a range
of “weaknesses” under the new Duterte
administration that also included his
foreign policy and national security
statements. “The president has a strong
focus on improving ‘law and order’,
which has allegedly resulted in numer-
ous extrajudicial killings since he came
to power,” S&P said. “This could under-
mine respect for the rule of law and
human rights through the direct chal-
lenges it presents to the legitimacy of
the judiciary, media and other demo-
cratic institutions. “When combined
with the president’s policy pronounce-
ments elsewhere on foreign policy and
national security, we believe that the
stability and predictability of policy-
making has diminished somewhat.”

Duterte won elections in a landslide
in May after vowing an unprecedented
crackdown on illegal drugs in which
100,000 people would die. About 3,000
people have been killed since he took
office on June 30. About a third of the
victims were shot dead by police and
the rest murdered by unidentified
attackers, according to official statistics.

Duterte, 71, has vowed to ignore a
wave of international condemnation
over the killing spree, with US President
Barack Obama, the European
Parliament and the United Nations
among the many critics. He has typically

used abusive language in responding to
the criticism, branding Obama a “son of
a whore” and UN chief Ban Ki-moon a
“fool”, and lifting his middle finger while
saying “fuck you” to the European
Parliament.

Duterte has also sought to loosen
the Philippines’ decades-old alliance
with the United States, such as by say-
ing he wanted to kick out US troops
who are in the country for anti-terror-
ism efforts, while courting Chinese
investment.

Nevertheless, the charismatic 71-
year-old remains wildly popular as
many Filipinos embrace his promise of a
quick solution to the deep-rooted crime
problem. The Philippines enjoyed
strong economic growth during the
previous administration of Benigno
Aquino, who was required by the con-
stitution to stand down after a single
six-year term.

S&P, as well as competitors Moody’s
and Fitch rating agencies, in 2013 all
raised the Philippines to investment-
grade level for the first time, indicating
a lower risk to investors.

In maintaining the stable outlook,
S&P said Wednesday it believed the
Duterte administration would “broadly
continue” the Aquino administration’s
macro-economic policies. But it high-
lighted “rising uncertainties surrounding
the stability, predictability and account-
ability” under Duterte’s leadership.

Finance Secretary Carlos Dominguez
welcomed the  decision to maintain the
stable outlook, saying it affirmed the
new government was on the right
path. — AFP
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