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“We coordinate with crisis-hit countries directly or
through the UN aid agencies to organize and host
donor conferences. The total volume of donations con-
tributed by Kuwait to the refugee-oriented aid program
over the last five years hit $5 billion, including $300 mil-
lion committed at the Supporting Syria Conference
(held in London in early Feb 2016). This funding helped
finance educational and healthcare programs for child
refugees in refugee hosting countries,” he said, noting
that the Kuwait allocated $5 million of the donations to
UNRWA’s educational programs.

“Besides, Kuwait donated $167 million to Kuwaiti and
UN aid agencies to finance health and educational pro-
grams for Iraqi refugees and internally-displaced per-
sons. Kuwait’s response to the humanitarian needs of

our brothers in Syria exceeded the material assistance
with the hosting of more than 130,000 Syrian refugees
since the outbreak of the crisis. This figure, representing
nearly 10 percent of the total population of Kuwaitis at
1.3 million people, enabled family reunions between
the Syrian refugees and their family members residing
in Kuwait,” HH the Amir said.

“Kuwait will continue this approach to alleviating the
suffering of the brotherly people of Syria. It doubled its
annual voluntary contributions to UN aid agencies, thus
dominating the first place in terms of the ratio of aid to
GDP,” the Amir vowed. “I’d like to reaffirm my country’s
commitment to continue its humanitarian obligations
and galvanize the global response to humanitarian dis-
asters,” he stressed. Concluding, Sheikh Sabah wished
the summit success in reaching its targets and increas-
ing funding for humanitarian appeals.—  KUNA 

Amir highlights Kuwait’s efforts to help...
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acts in all their forms and manifestations, as well as its
total rejection of all acts of violence and extremism, that do
not only contravene international laws and norms, but also
the teachings of the true religion of Islam, and all other divine
religions, in addition to cultural and human values,” he said.

Sheikh Jaber said terrorism was thriving in conflict zones
because of failure to solve these conflicts. “It is therefore,
incumbent upon us to recognize that combating this odious
phenomenon is an international responsibility, and no one
country by itself, no matter how much it tries, can confront or
eliminate it,” he said. The prime minister noted that it was
morally impermissible to link this phenomenon to any
nationality, religion or civilization. As part of Kuwait’s efforts
to fighting the menace of terrorism, noted his country con-
tributed effectively to providing support to international
efforts to combat IS in Iraq.

The PM reiterated Kuwait’s commitment to a UN-brokered
political solution in Yemen in line with the GCC initiative and
its implementation mechanism, UN resolution 2216 and
national dialogue outcome. “We reaffirm our support for the
political solution under the UN sponsorship and line with the
outcome of the national dialogue, the initiative of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) and its implementation mecha-
nism, and UN Security Council resolution 2216,” Sheikh Jaber
said. 

He noted that Kuwait hosted UN-brokered talks among
the Yemeni parties between April and August this year with
the aim of restoring security and stability in Yemen. Kuwait’s
hosting of the talks, said Sheikh Jaber, was out of keenness in
the independence, sovereignty and territorial unity of Yemen
to ultimately reach a political solution. 

The PM strongly condemned the intentional targeting of
populated areas, civil and medical facilities, as well as indis-
criminate bombardment and dropping of barrel bombs on
the Syrian people. Sheikh Jaber said Kuwait also demanded
all those responsible for war crimes and crimes against
humanity be brought to international justice. “We follow with
concern the continuing crisis, with worsening conditions all
over the country,” he said, noting the deteriorating humani-
tarian situation led to displacement of 13 million Syrians,
inside and outside the country, making the Syrian people the
largest refugee community in the world.

HH Sheikh Jaber said Kuwait rushed to help the needy
Syrian people and hosted three international donor confer-
ences, where combined pledges exceeded $7 billion, of
which Kuwait contributed $1.3 billion. The bulk of the Kuwaiti
contributions went to specialized UN agencies, inter-govern-
mental and NGOs helping the Syrian people inside the coun-
try or in refugee camps in other nations.

The PM also urged UN Security Council to keep pressure
on Israel to solve the Palestinian cause, saying it would host
an international conference to highlight suffering of
Palestinian children. He said the international community’s
inability to find a permanent and comprehensive solution to
the Middle East conflict was threatening peace and security
in the region more than ever.

Sheikh Jaber said this failure to address the Palestinian
cause was coupled with oppressive practices of the Israeli
occupation forces, and Israel’s consistent and unjustifiable
use of excessive force against the Palestinian people, in fla-
grant violation of resolutions of international legitimacy, and
the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949. Israel was continuing
its aggressive policies because it is “immune to any interna-
tional accountability, except from any prosecution, and pro-
tected from any criticism or condemnations by the interna-
tional organizations,” said HH the Prime Minister.

He urged UNSC to live up to its responsibilities and keep
pressure on Israel to compel it to implement relevant UN res-
olutions in order to help the Palestinian people achieve their
legitimate political rights and recognize their independent
state over the June 4, 1967 borders with East Jerusalem as its

capital, in line with Arab peace initiative and land-for-peace
principle. The Kuwaiti official also praised France’s initiative
and its effort to revive the Middle East peace process, hosting
an international conference last June that reflected the
French interest in launching the process, with a view to its
leading to a just and comprehensive solutions in the region.

Sheikh Jaber welcomed the decision of the president
council in Libya to form a government of national accord, an
important step towards the implementation of the Libyan
political agreements. Kuwait, he said, hoped this step would
help the Libyan people overcome the present challenges in
order to preserve unity and independence of Libya. 

Sheikh Jaber also said he looks forward to relations of
friendship and cooperation with Iran with mutual respect
and understanding. The premier emphasized in his speech
the importance of creating the appropriate conditions for
any constructive dialogue to take place, in accordance with
the rules and norms of international law, relating to the prin-
ciple of good neighborly relations, respect of sovereignty of
states, and non-interference in their internal affairs.

Refraining from any practices that contravene internation-
al conventions and norms that threaten the security and sta-
bility of the region, Sheikh Jaber called for the need to end
the occupation of the three Emirati islands, and responding
to the endeavors of the sisterly United Arab Emirates, to
resolve this question through direct negotiations or resorting
to the International Court of Justice. 

Sheikh Jaber Mubarak emphasized Kuwait’s commitment
to principles and purposes of UN Charter during its member-
ship of the Security Council. He thanked all member states of
the Asia-Pacific Group for their endorsement of Kuwait’s candi-
dature to the seat in the Security Council for 2018-19. His
Highness the Prime Minister told the General Assembly that
Kuwait looks forward to the support of all the member states
of the UN in the upcoming elections that would be held in
June next year. He said Kuwait will contribute to finding solu-
tions by consensus to the various global challenges, for the
maintenance of international peace and security by peaceful
ways and means. Kuwait occupied a UN seat previously in
1978-79.

Sheikh Jaber said Kuwait has attained a prestigious posi-
tion among donors of humanitarian assistance, as a result of
its initiatives and continued response to appeals launched by
UN for alleviating suffering of affected peoples and countries.
He said that since Kuwait’s independence in 1961, it has set
for itself a consistent approach, to stand by Developing and
Least Developed Countries.

This comes from its firm belief in the need to assist coun-
tries afflicted by natural disasters, and to lend a helping hand
to those suffering from the scourges of war, in a manner that
would ensure the enhancement of its relations with the
countries and peoples of the world, he said. HH Sheikh Jaber
affirmed that Kuwait is also eager to reach a world wherein
justice and equality would prevail in support of human val-
ues, and wherein the “haves” would give the deserving “have
nots” without conditions.

According to UN statistics for 2015, Kuwait has held the first
place in providing humanitarian assistance as a ratio of its
gross domestic income. Sheikh Jaber told the General
Assembly that “while Kuwait takes pride in such recognition,
the Kuwait Fund for Economic Development continues its pio-
neering role of providing soft loans and grants to fund devel-
opment programs that have benefitted 105 countries in vari-
ous parts of the world, which amounted to almost $20 billion.” 

In this connection, Kuwait welcomed the two historic
agreements on climate change signed by Kuwait in April, and
on the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda. The prime
minister hoped that the agreements would lead to the real-
ization of objectives and purposes, inclusive by their charac-
ter. “We also pledge to exert all efforts in contributing effec-
tively; within the framework of an international partnership,
to fully implement the Sustainable Development Goals dur-
ing the coming fourteen years,” he added. — KUNA 

PM: Kuwait rejects all forms of terror
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Shortly after the truce ended, a UN aid convoy was
hit in an air strike that US officials have blamed on
Russia. Yesterday, heavy bombardment pummeled
Aleppo city and the wider province, key battlegrounds
in Syria’s conflict, and a raid hit a medical team late
Tuesday.

Addressing the council, US Secretary of State John
Kerry demanded that Russia force Syrian President
Bashar Al-Assad to ground its air force, blamed for tar-
geting hospitals and barrel-bombing civilians. “I believe
that to restore credibility to the process we must move
forward to try to immediately ground all aircraft flying
in those key areas in order to de-escalate the situation
and to give a chance for humanitarian assistance to flow
unimpeded,” Kerry said. 

An impassioned Kerry faced off with Russia’s Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov in an unusually heated televised
showdown, saying the bombing of the aid convoy in
Syria raised “profound doubt whether Russia and the
Assad regime can or will live up to” ceasefire obliga-
tions. Listening to Lavrov made him feel like he was liv-
ing in a “parallel universe”, Kerry said.

Moscow denies that Russian or Syrian planes carried
out the strike on Monday on the aid convoy that killed 20
people, and a military spokesman said a coalition drone
was in the area when it was destroyed. Ban told the coun-
cil he was looking at “options for vigorously investigating”
the attack. Lavrov told the council that there would be
“no more unilateral pauses” by Assad’s government
forces, arguing that opposition fighters on the ground
had used those ceasefires in the past to re-group.

The Russian foreign minister insisted that all sides
must rein in rebel groups on the ground to ensure they
comply with the ceasefire and said a list of terror groups
not covered by the truce should be reviewed. Only the
Islamic State and the Al-Qaeda-linked Nusra Front are
not covered by the ceasefire, but Russia, Syria’s ally, has
long argued that other groups are fighting alongside
those jihadists. “If we can agree on this kind of compre-
hensive approach, an integrated multi-faced approach,
the chances of a cessation of hostilities surviving and
being successful will be better,” Lavrov said.

The Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human

Rights said dozens of raids hit the city’s east overnight,
as regime troops advanced on rebels in Aleppo’s south-
western outskirts. At least 11 civilians, including two
children, were killed, the highest single-day toll since
the truce collapsed this week, said the Observatory. The
Union of Syrian Medical Relief Organisations (UOSSM)
said two of its ambulances were hit in Khan Tuman, a
village south of Aleppo city, as workers evacuated vic-
tims from a previous strike. Two nurses and two ambu-
lance drivers were killed and another nurse was critical-
ly wounded. 

It was a sleepless night for many Aleppo residents,
AFP’s correspondent in the city said yesterday, with
bombardment continuing until rain broke out over the
city at dawn. Civil defense workers in the Qadi Askar
neighborhood weaved through rubble in search of
wounded residents in a row of buildings hit by air
strikes Wednesday. In the rebel-held neighborhood of
Sukkari, Abu Ahmad cleared rubble and shattered glass
from his doorstep after bombardment levelled the six-
story building next door, killing his neighbors. He had
tea with the two brothers who lived in the building late
the previous night.  “Just an hour after I left, a missile
destroyed their whole building and they both died
under the rubble,” Abu Ahmad said.  

Syrian state media reported that the city’s govern-
ment-held west had come under rebel shelling, which
killed two people. The United States holds Russia
responsible for the attack on the aid convoy, with a US
official saying two Russian SU-24 ground attack jets
were operating in the area where it was struck. “The
best evaluation we have is that the Russians carried out
the strike,” he added, speaking on condition of
anonymity.

The Russian foreign ministry said the “unsubstanti-
ated, hasty accusations” seemed designed to “distract
attention from the strange ‘error’ of coalition pilots”.
Dozens of Syrian troops were killed in the strike on
Saturday by the US-led coalition fighting Islamic State,
an attack which Washington said was a mistake.
Russia said the attack endangered a deal reached with
Washington that provides for a ceasefire, humanitari-
an aid deliveries and cooperation between Moscow
and Washington in battling IS and other extremist
groups.  — Agencies 

Russia, US face off as Aleppo hit
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A number of MPs have submitted a motion calling to
convene an emergency session of the Assembly to debate
the hike, but only 31 MPs signed the motion, two short of
the required constitutional number necessary to force the
meeting. MP Faisal Al-Kandari has said that he will file a
request to grill the finance minister over the hike and the
minister has welcomed the grilling as an opportunity to
explain the benefits of the hike to the national economy.

Meanwhile, lawyer Adel Abdulhadi yesterday filed a
lawsuit asking the court to abolish the controversial DNA
test law that was passed by the National Assembly several
months ago and gives authorities the power to take DNA

information of all residents of Kuwait. The lawyer said that
the law is in breach of the constitution and Islamic sharia.
The court has not set a date to start hearing the argu-
ments over the challenge.

Separately, MP Saleh Ashour yesterday sent a series of
questions to Minister of Justice and Islamic Affairs Yaqoub
Al-Sane about why stateless people or bedoons were
banned from travelling to Saudi Arabia to perform the
hajj. Ashour asked if the ministry contacted the Saudi
embassy in Kuwait to inquire about the reasons why
bedoons were not issued the necessary visas for the pil-
grimage. He also asked if the ministry asked the foreign
ministry to follow up the issue with the Saudi foreign min-
istry to resolve the problem.

Court to rule on legality of gasoline hike 

FUJAIRAH: An Emirati official takes a selfie as an oil tanker approaches the new jetty during the launch of the
$650 million supertanker facility yesterday. The port enables the UAE to export most of the oil it ships from an
alternative to the Strait of Hormuz, which Iran has threatened to close in case of a major regional conflict. — AP


