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AWashington Post editorial arguing for the
prosecution of intelligence leaker Edward
Snowden has sparked an outcry in the

media community - including from some of the
newspaper’s own journalists. The weekend editori-
al provoked a heated response, with some point-
ing out the irony that the newspaper was calling
for criminal charges against a source who helped
it win a 2014 Pulitzer Prize for public service
reporting.

The editorial board “has no say on news, and
just showed why,” said a tweet from Barton
Gellman, the Post reporter who led the team that
shared the Pulitzer with The Guardian for the
repor ting on global sur veil lance based on
Snowden’s leaks of National Security Agency doc-
uments. Gellman added that Snowden’s “disclo-
sures served the public. WP journalists are proud
of our role.”

Jane Kirtley, a professor of media ethics and
law at the University of Minnesota, said the
Post’s editorial view comes as a shock to the
media community even if there is a separation of
the opinion and reporting units. “It does seem to
me that any news organization that is going to
rely on a source and potentially imperil that
source, really needs to stand by that source,”
Kirtley told AFP. “I personally think Snowden
should come back and face charges, but I didn’t
take Snowden’s leaks and put them all over my
newspaper.”

Kirtley noted that prosecuting sources for
leaks should be troubling for the world of journal-
ism. “It is my belief that going after sources for
leaks using the Espionage Act is a prelude to
going after the journalists who receive that infor-
mation,” she said. “It hasn’t happened yet, but it is
possible.” Washington Post media columnist
Margaret Sullivan also broke with the editorial
board, calling for Snowden to be pardoned.
“Snowden did an important - and brave - service
for the American public,” Sullivan wrote in a col-
umn Tuesday. “Without his decision to bring the
information to journalists, it is very unlikely that
we would know what we do about mass surveil-
lance in the post-9/11 world.”

‘Ignominious Feat’ 
A more blunt response came from Glenn

Greenwald, a member of the Guardian team that
met with Snowden and now an editor at the
online news site The Intercept. “The Washington
Post has achieved an ignominious feat in US
media history: The first-ever paper to explicitly
editorialize for the criminal prosecution of its own
source - one on whose back the paper won and
eagerly accepted a Pulitzer Prize for Public
Service,” Greenwald wrote.

The debate comes amid increasing calls for a
pardon for Snowden, who has been living in
Moscow out of the reach of US law enforcement.
The Post editorial argued that not only should
Snowden not be pardoned, but that he should
return to face charges and argue his defense
“before a jury of his peers”. The editorial acknowl-
edged that Snowden justifiably exposed violations
of law by the National Security Agency which
helped lead to reforms. But it added that Snowden
also “leaked details of basically defensible interna-
tional intelligence operations” and “disrupted lawful
intelligence-gathering, causing possibly ‘tremen-
dous damage’ to national security.”

But Fortune magazine media writer Matthew
Ingram said it was troubling to see the comments
from the Post, which has a tradition of investiga-
tive journalism which dates back to leaks in the
Watergate scandal and Pentagon Papers case.
“Attacking and undermining the source that
helped the company win a Pulitzer Prize looks hyp-
ocritical at best and craven at worst, and is almost
certain to make future Snowdens think twice or
even three times about going to the newspaper
with a leak or a classified tip,” Ingram wrote. —AFP
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Everything about Angelina Jolie and Brad Pitt - from
their unparalleled glamor to their brood of six kids -
made them stand out in Hollywood for a decade and

see their every move watched closely the world over.
Contributing to this mega-star status was the way they
met, their good looks, offbeat lifestyle, demanding and
successful careers and humanitarian work. Indeed, the way
the couple formed is the stuff of legend in Hollywood - and
any gossip press reporter’s dream come true.

In 2004, Jolie, then 28, met Pitt, 40 and married to
Jennifer Aniston, while filming “Mr & Mrs Smith”, an action
film in which they played a couple. Rumors quickly started
to fly and in March 2005, Pitt and Aniston divorced. Jolie,
who won an Oscar in 2000 and was seen as one of show-
biz ’s sexiest women, then teamed up with another
Hollywood giant in Pitt.

Weeks later, they appeared as a couple in an atmos-
pheric photo shoot in the magazine W, in a throwback
series evoking 1950s marital life - complete with five chil-
dren. And the myth was born. On Tuesday it emerged that
Jolie has filed for divorce from Pitt, spelling the end of a

couple that came to be known simply as “Brangelina”. 
Over the course of their joint stardom, Pitt and Jolie

maintained a carefully tended relationship with Hollywood
and the news media, feeding them as necessary but also
keeping them at arm’s length. On one hand there was all
the red carpet glitz of the Oscars and such, and a few
blockbuster films and the occasional interview. But they
also lived like wealthy nomads, far away from Hollywood,
and dabbled in arthouse cinema. A good example of their
unique relationship with fame is this: the couple sold pho-
tos of their three newborn biological children to several
publications for a fortune. Then they donated the money
to charity. They did the same thing when they finally mar-
ried in 2014. They also have three adopted kids.

Off-Screen Work 
The couple’s aura only grew as they got involved in non-

acting projects, either individually or as a couple. Pitt won
an Oscar for best picture in 2014 as a producer of “12 Years
A Slave”. He also got into design and photography. Jolie
started directing movies, to relative critical acclaim. Her
best known film was “Unbroken”, which came out in 2014.
The couple also made wine on a property in southern

France which they started renting in 2008 and finally
bought in 2012. 

Although they were known as “Brangelina”, it was Jolie
who seemed to be in charge in this duo, one like few oth-
ers in the world and with access to the highest spheres of
power. Jolie also got involved in humanitarian work, while
Pitt tended to be a bit more low profile. She acted as good-
will ambassador and then special envoy for the UN refugee
agency, became an outspoken activist against sexual vio-
lence in war zones and also worked to protect threatened
animal species.

One of the world’s most visible symbols in the battle
against cancer, she underwent a double mastectomy in
2013 and later the removal of her ovaries and fallopian
tubes to prevent an aggressive form of the disease that
killed her mother, grandmother and aunt. Two years later
she signed an op-ed piece in The New York Times in
which she discussed her ovarian surgery and urged
women to take preventive action against the disease as
she did, saying “knowledge is power”. And to the end, the
image of Jolie as leader of the couple remained: It was
she, not Pitt, who filed for divorce and sought sole cus-
tody of the kids. —AFP

‘Brangelina’: Hollywood couple like no other

By Frankie Taggart

Tattooed rebel, red carpet queen, good-
will ambassador and anti-cancer warrior:
Angelina Jolie is a silver screen beauty

with convictions to match, and a record of tak-
ing tough decisions without looking back.
After a decade in the Hollywood spotlight as
one half of the “Brangelina” celebrity couple,
the 41-year-old filed this week for divorce from
Brad Pitt, it emerged Tuesday. The split opens a
new chapter for the thrice-married mother of
six - whose rollercoaster life has taken her from
movie star glory to refugee camps in Africa, to
a role as an outspoken champion of women’s
health.

Jolie was propelled to stardom with her
role in 1999’s “Girl, Interrupted,” taking home a
best supporting actress Oscar for her portrayal
of a rebellious woman in a mental institution.
She went on to play everything from a fairy
tale villain (“Maleficent”) to a sexy video game
heroine (“Lara Croft: Tomb Raider”) to the wid-
ow of murdered American journalist Daniel
Pearl (“A Mighty Heart”).

Jolie once flaunted a decidedly punk sensi-
bility, scandalizing the public with declarations
of bisexuality and quirky behavior such as
wearing a vial of actor Billy
Bob Thornton’s

blood around her neck during their 2000-2003
marriage. Her relationship with Pitt became
the stuff of speculation in 2004 after  they
were seen looking cozy on the set of “Mr & Mrs
Smith.” Pitt announced his split from “Friends”
star Jennifer Aniston the following year - and
“Brangelina” was born.

The megastars married in France in Aug
2014 after living together for several years, and
have six children together, three of whom are
adopted. But Jolie is now better known for her
humanitarian work than her tabloid-ready
comments. For several years she served as a
goodwill ambassador for the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees. In 2012, she
was promoted to special envoy and has visited
refugees around the world, from Syria to the
Democratic Republic of Congo and Rwanda.

Made an honorary dame by Queen
Elizabeth II, she has been a vocal advocate for
victims of sexual violence in war zones, co-
hosting a global summit on conflict rape in
London. Jolie is also one of the world’s most
visible advocates in the battle against cancer,
having undergone a double mastectomy and
removal of her ovaries and fallopian tubes to
prevent an aggressive form of the disease that
killed her mother, grandmother and aunt.

Decision to Go Public 
In both cases, Jolie publicized her surgeries,

triggering a global discussion about the pros
and cons of the procedures as a preventative

measure. Jolie said she made the decision
to go public so that other women could
learn from her story. It was with her chil-
dren in mind that Jolie decided to under-
go the surgeries. “I can tell my children
they don’t need to fear they will lose me
to breast cancer,” the actress wrote in the
Times after her mastectomy in 2013. “They
know that I love them and will do any-
thing to be with them as long as I can.”

Her father is Oscar winner Jon Voight,
hailed as one of the finest actors of his
generation, who rose to fame after bravu-
ra performances in now classic movies like
“Midnight Cowboy”, “Deliverance” and the
Vietnam drama “Coming Home”, for which
he won his Academy Award. Her mother
was an actress who appeared in US televi-
sion series, but abandoned her film career
to raise her two children. On the other side
of the camera lens, Jolie made her directorial
debut in 2011 with “In the Land of Blood
and Honey,” an unflinching drama about
rape as a weapon in wartime Bosnia, saying

she hoped to use cinema as a force for recon-
ciliation. Jolie was married twice before, to
actors Jonny Lee Miller and Thornton. —AFP

Jolie: Rebel beauty with 
toughness to match

By Veronique Dupont

From a screen debut as a bare-chested pret-
ty boy to the Hollywood top table, with a
name that can carry an indie flick or a block-

buster, Brad Pitt has come a long way. Pitt came
into the public eye 25 years ago with a much-
talked-about debut as eye-candy in the hit movie
“Thelma and Louise” - and went on to become a
household name. A three-time Oscar nominee for
his acting - also twice named the “sexiest man
alive” by People magazine - Pitt took home a
golden statuette for best picture in 2014 as a pro-
ducer of “12 Years A Slave”. 

And as half of one of the world’s most famous
celebrity couples - known to fans simply as
“Brangelina” - he was never far from the gossip
pages, up until Tuesday when it emerged that
Angelina Jolie had filed for divorce. The Hollywood
glory is all a far cry from Pitt’s early days. Born 52
years ago in a middle-class family in Oklahoma,
William Bradley Pitt studied journalism and adver-
tising at the University of Missouri before following
thousands of young Americans and heading to
Hollywood. Pitt supported himself with a series of
part-time jobs, including as a chauffeur, removal
man and even dressing up in a chicken suit to
advertise a fast-food chain. But from 1987 the work
started to trickle in, with bit parts in television

series “Dallas” and “21 Jump

Street” and a few low-budget movies. It was in
“Thelma and Louise” (1991) that Pitt got his break,
displaying his talent - and swoon-worthy body - as
the two-bit thief who seduces Geena Davis.
Secondary roles followed in “Kalifornia” (1993) and
“True Romance” (1994) and he finally made it as a
headliner later that year alongside Tom Cruise in
“Interview with a Vampire,” and Anthony Hopkins
in “Legends of the Fall.”

If Pitt needed any further affirmation of his tal-
ent, he got it with “Seven,” the acclaimed 1995
thriller in which he played a policemen spun
along by a serial killer. The success continued the
following year as Terry Gilliam’s “Twelve Monkeys”
saw Pitt nominated for an Oscar as best support-
ing actor. The high from that accolade did not last
long, however, being followed by two commer-
cial flops in 1997, “Seven Years in Tibet” and “The
Devil’s Own” with Harrison Ford. The critics were
also less than impressed with his pairing with
Julia Roberts in “The Mexican” and Robert
Redford in “Spy Game,” both in 2001.

But the actor won a new legion of fans along-
side Edward Norton in “Fight Club” (1999), and hit
the commercial big time two years later as part of
a star-studded cast led by George Clooney with
the remake of “Ocean’s Eleven.”

World’s Sexiest Stars 
Pitt’s position as a Hollywood golden boy was

now assured, and his commercial clout was only
strengthened by his 2000 marriage to “Friends”
star Jennifer Aniston, which made them one of

the hottest couples in the world. If the symbol-
ism of his playing the unstoppable Achilles in
Wolfgang Petersen’s “Troy” (2004) was not
clear enough, he starred in another box office
smash that year (“Ocean’s Twelve”) before
2005’s “Mr and Mrs Smith.”

It was while filming the latter movie that
Pitt encountered Jolie. The match-up of two

of the world’s sexiest stars was commercial
dynamite but did little for his marriage to

Aniston. They announced their split in early
2005. “Brangelina,” as they were quickly dubbed
by the media, were soon an item and in May 2006
Jolie gave birth to their first biological child, a girl
named Shiloh. The couple have six children, three
of whom are adopted.The actor scored another
hit in “Babel” (2007) and earned his second Oscar
nomination in 2009 for “The Curious Case of
Benjamin Button”.

In recent years Pitt has stepped behind the
camera, and successfully tried his hand at pro-
ducing - taking home a golden statuette for
best picture in 2014 as a producer of “12 Years

A Slave”. Through his firm Plan B, he was also
involved in Martin Scorsese’s Oscar-winner “The
Departed” (2006) and “A Mighty Heart” starring
Jolie, released the following year. —AFP

Pitt: Eye-candy turned 
Hollywood heavyweight
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