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TORONTO: Carey Price #31 of Team Canada eyes the puck next to Kyle Palmieri #23 of Team USA in the third period during the World Cup of Hockey at the Air Canada Center on Tuesday in Toronto, Canada. Canada won the game 4-2. — AFP

TORONTO: Patrick Kane was on the verge of tears as the
final horn sounded on another American loss to
Canada. A 4-2 wipeout eliminated the United States
from the World Cup of Hockey on Tuesday night, ending
what was perhaps the best chance for this generation of
players to win an international competition. Instead, the
US flamed out in two games, leaving disappointment,
frustration and plenty of questions about the direction
of the program.

In the aftermath of a dominant, clinical performance
by the tournament favorite, and a lackluster showing by
the US, top players were shell-shocked by the early exit.

“Two games here and you’re done,” said Kane, who
doesn’t have a goal in nine consecutive games in a
Team USA uniform. “It’s just amazing. It’s crazy the way
hockey is. It’s definitely frustrating being an American
and having these opportunities and have nothing to
show for it.”

A shutout at the hands of Team Europe, a group of
players from eight countries, and then a mistake-prone
loss to Canada was enough to keep the US from reach-
ing the semifinals. Canada and Europe clinched spots.

What Kane called a “dud” against Europe put the US
in a must-win mode against its biggest rival. Regulation

victories against Canada and the Czech Republic
would’ve advanced the Americans, and now the final
round-robin game Thursday is a matchup of lame-duck
teams. US general manager Dean Lombardi said in June
that his goal was to build a team that could beat
Canada. The American roster, heavy on size and grit and
light on speed and skill, was widely panned when it was
announced, and it took more hits this week.

“You guys can beat up the roster all you want,” coach
John Tortorella said. “You look at some of those players
on our roster, there are some pretty good skilled players
and we just simply did not do enough offensively and
we self-inflicted quite a bit in two games.”

CRITICISM
Tortorella said he’s still waiting for the US to generate

some offense. It got an early goal by defenseman Ryan
McDonagh and a late one by T.J. Oshie well after the
game had been decided.

Forwards Phil Kessel, Paul Stastny and Kyle Okposo,
and defensemen Justin Faulk and Kevin Shattenkirk
were among the players left off the roster who could
have provided more offense.

Minutes after the game went final, Kessel tweeted :

“Just sitting around the house tonight with my dog. Felt
like I should be doing something important, but
couldn’t put my finger on it.” It was just his third tweet in
the past year, one of which was a picture of him raising
the Stanley Cup. After mistakes led to two Canada goals
by Matt Duchene and one each by Corey Perry and
Patrice Bergeron, US players brushed off Kessel’s tweet
and criticism of the roster construction.

“Everyone that was here deserved it,” said captain Joe
Pavelski, who like Kane and fellow star Zach Parise
struggled to generate scoring chances. “There’s deci-
sions made and that’s the way they went and that’s the
way that group was put together. It doesn’t matter who
has here or who wasn’t. It was a job for us to get it done,
and we were not good enough.”

The US continued to be not good enough against
Canada, falling to 1-5 against the world’s top hockey
power dating to the 2010 Vancouver Olympics. On
Tuesday night Canada was the better team from about
the five-minute mark on, getting two goals 14 seconds
apart to move past McDonagh’s and benefiting from 34
saves by Carey Price.

Price’s international shutout streak ended at 228:41,
but Canada got the job done. “There was times tonight

that I didn’t think we were even close to being as good
as we’re capable of being,” Canada coach Mike Babcock
said. “We weren’t as good as we’re capable of being
tonight.”

The US was not nearly as good as it was capable of,
despite the star power left at home.  Defenseman
Dustin Byfuglien left Duchene alone on his first goal,
and winger Max Pacioretty failed to clear the puck on
his second, the kinds of mistakes no team can make
against Canada.

“It was very important that if they were going to get
something, they had to earn it,” Tortorella said. “I
thought we had a good start, but we gave them a cou-
ple of freebies there and you just can’t do that.”

Goaltender Jonathan Quick continued his strong
international play, stopping 30 shots to keep the score
from being even more lopsided. But like Kessel sitting at
home with his dog, Quick couldn’t get goals at the oth-
er end to keep the US from another head-shaking loss.

“I feel like we let our country down, we let ourselves
down,” defenseman Ryan Suter said.  “You come into
this not knowing how many more chances you’re going
to get and to be out after two games is extremely dis-
appointing.”  — AP

USA out of World Cup after Canada drubbing

ROME:  Rome Mayor Virginia Raggi rejected the
city’s bid for the 2024 Olympics yesterday, effec-
tively dooming the capital’s candidacy for the
second time in four years.

If approved by Rome’s city assembly, Raggi’s
motion to withdraw the bid would leave only Los
Angeles, Paris and Budapest, Hungary, in the run-
ning for the 2024 Games. The International
Olympic Committee will decide on the host city
in September 2017.

At a news conference in city hall, Raggi said it
would be financially “irresponsible” to pursue the
bid any further given the city is barely able to get
its trash picked up. She highlighted the debts
that previous Olympic host cities have incurred
and the unfinished infrastructure already dotting
Rome from previous sporting bids as reasons to
justify the withdrawal. “In light of the data we
have, these Olympics are not sustainable. They
will bring only debt,” she said. “We don’t want
sports to become another pretext for more
cement foundations in the city. We won’t allow it.” 

Raggi drew up a motion to withdraw the bid
Wednesday and put it before the city assembly,
which has the final say. There was no immediate
word if and when the council would take it up.

Raggi had been scheduled to meet with
Italian Olympic Committee president Giovanni
Malago before going public with her decision.
But about 45 minutes after the meeting was
scheduled to begin, Malago and the rest of the
delegation left city hall saying Raggi hadn’t
shown up.

Raggi said she was just running late. But
Malago bitterly complained about what he called
Raggi’s “disrespect” and ignorance of the bidding

process and costs. He urged her not to put the
motion to the assembly. “Don’t talk about things
you know nothing about,” he told a news confer-
ence at the headquarters of the national Olympic
body. Malago said the committee would contin-
ue working on the bid in the absence of a formal
vote, noting the next dossier must be submitted
to the IOC on Oct. 7.

“If there’s no formal act, we can continue,” he
said. “They can’t just declare it in a news confer-
ence.” Indeed, rival cities weren’t ready to count
Rome out altogether. “There is no confirmation
that Rome has departed from the 2024 race and
as such it is not appropriate for us to offer any
comment except to wish our Italian colleagues
well during this period of difficult time,” the
Budapest Olympic committee said.

Raggi, who was elected in June representing
the anti-establishment 5-Star Movement, cam-
paigned with the message that an Olympic bid
was unsustainable for a city struggling to emerge
from years of corruption and poor public servic-
es. She said she was merely being consistent with
her campaign position.

Her rejection marks Rome’s second withdraw-
al in four years after then-Premier Mario Monti
stopped the city’s plans to bid for the 2020
Olympics because of financial problems.

The Rome bid was approved by the city
assembly last year with 38 votes in favor and only
six against - meaning Raggi will have to put the
issue up for another vote to officially end the
candidacy.

The IOC requires bidders to have support
from the government and city. Malago ruled out
a bid for the 2028 Games, even from another

Italian city. “We’ve lost all credibility, if we pull
out,” he said. “Because they’ll think people in Italy
are not serious.” Previous Mayor Ignazio Marino,
who was forced out over an expense account
scandal, had supported the bid. And Premier
Matteo Renzi has been a big fan of the candidacy
since he helped launch it in 2014. He has said the
bid would be doomed if Rome’s mayor doesn’t
support it.A budget of 24 million euros ($27 mil-
lion) has already been allotted - much of it spent
- to the bid committee, even though candidacy
head Luca Cordero di Montezemolo has no
salary. Raggi’s rejection was another stinging
blow for the IOC’s “Olympic Agenda 2020” pro-
gram, which was designed to make bidding for
and hosting the games more flexible and more
affordable.

“Rome was able to bid only after the IOC
changed its rules with Agenda 2020 and reduced
the costs of putting together a candidacy,”
Malago said. — AP

Rome Mayor Raggi rejects 
city’s 2024 Olympic bid

ROME: Rome Mayor Virginia Raggi smiles
during a press conference after she did not
show up at a scheduled meeting with a dele-
gation of the Italian Olympic Committee, in
Rome, yesterday. — AP

LONDON: New UEFA president Aleksander
Ceferin unveiled the logo for Euro 2020 at the
tournament’s official launch in London yester-
day. The logo shows multicoloured fan silhou-
ettes standing either side of the competition’s
Henri Delaunay Trophy on a green bridge, rep-
resentative of the links between the 13 host
countries. The 2020 European Championship is
being staged in 13 cities across Europe to mark
the 60th anniversary of the competition, with
the semi-finals and final to take place at
London’s Wembley Stadium.

“UEFA wanted the 2020 tournament to be a
true celebration of the game we all love and
cherish,” Ceferin said in a speech at London’s
City Hall municipal building.

“What better way could there be than to
take the tournament, for one time only, to all
four corners of our beautiful continent?”

Matches will also be played in Azerbaijan,
Belgium, Denmark, Germany, Hungary, Ireland,
Italy, the Netherlands, Romania, Russia,
Scotland and Spain. Ceferin was accompanied
by Greg Clarke, new chairman of England’s
Football Association, and Mayor of London
Sadiq Khan. “We’re looking forward to welcom-
ing supporters from across Europe,” said Khan.

“As a truly international city, London has a
fanbase for almost every nation on earth. One
of the great things about football in our city is
that it brings people from different back-
grounds together.”  — AFP

Ceferin unveils Euro 2020 logo 

LONDON: Mayor of London Sadiq Khan (L) and UEFA president Aleksander Ceferin
(R) pose for photographers with a replica cup mounted on the logo at an event to
launch the logo for the 2020 UEFA European Championship football tournament in
London yesterday. — AFP


