
WASHINGTON: The US Congress voted
overwhelmingly yesterday to override
Barack Obama’s veto of a bill allowing
9/11 victims to sue Saudi Arabia, the first
such rebuke of his eight-year presidency.
The Senate overrode the veto in a 97-1
vote, followed a short time later by the
House of Representatives, which
knocked it down with a 348-77 vote,
meaning the bill will become law. The
rare act of bipartisanship was a blow to
Obama, who lobbied hard against the
bill,  known as the Justice Against
Sponsors of Terrorism Act (JASTA).

White House press secretary Josh
Earnest called the Senate vote “the single
most embarrassing thing” the legislative
body has done in decades. “Ultimately
these senators are going to have to
answer their own conscience and their
constituents as they account for their

actions today,” he told reporters traveling
with Obama in Richmond, Virginia. 

Coming in Obama’s last months in
office, the vote shows the White House
to be much weakened. Obama has
issued 12 vetoes during his presidency.
None have been overridden until now, a
rare feat given Republicans’ longstanding
control of Congress. His Republican pred-
ecessor George W Bush also issued 12
vetoes, of which four were overridden.
The last president to avoid an override
was the legendary Democratic congres-
sional dealmaker - and former senator
and congressman - Lyndon Johnson.

The White House argued the 9/11 bill
would undermine the principle of sover-
eign immunity, opening up the United
States to lawsuits. In a letter to
Republican and Democratic Senate
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Troubled Saudi firm 
lays off Quran printers

RIYADH: Woes deepened yesterday for employees of
troubled conglomerate Saudi Oger which laid off more
than 1,300 staff at a printing plant for the Holy Quran, a
newspaper reported. The once-mighty firm led by
Lebanon’s billionaire former prime minister Saad Hariri
has been hit by a drop in income from its core construc-
tion business after Saudi Arabia delayed or cancelled
projects in the face of plummeting oil revenues. The
Saudi Gazette said the contract staff at the King Fahd
Quran Printing Complex in the holy city of Madinah
received termination notices on Tuesday. It said it
obtained a copy of the notice ordering workers “to com-
plete the end of service procedures” as their contracts
had been terminated on Sept 3. More than 30,000 Saudi
Oger Ltd construction workers, mostly from India,
Pakistan and the Philippines, have gone unpaid for up
to nine months. 

BlackBerry to outsource 
handsets, halt production

OTTAWA: BlackBerry announced yesterday it
would halt in-house production of smartphones,
marking the end of an era for the once-dominant
Canadian tech firm. Ontario-based BlackBerry said
it had reached a deal to outsource production of
its phones to an Indonesian partner, and would
instead concentrate on software and services.
Handsets with the BlackBerry name will be pro-
duced under license by PT Tiphone Mobile
Indonesia Tbk, a statement by the firms said.
BlackBerry, which a decade ago was among the
world’s largest smartphone makers, has seen its
global market share slip to less than one percent
as Apple and Android devices have dominated. As
the market shifted, BlackBerry has sought to refo-
cus on software, including security applications,
and the latest announcement takes the company
out of the handset market entirely. (See Page 26)

Playboy features first 
Muslim woman in hijab

LOS ANGELES: Playboy magazine, which did away with
nudity earlier this year as it sought to appeal to a wider
audience, is for the first time featuring a Muslim woman
wearing a hijab, in a spread that is drawing both praise
and criticism. American journalist Noor Tagouri appears
in the magazine’s October “Renegades” edition, a series
that focuses on men and women “who risked it all -
even their lives - to do what they love”. The 22-year-old
journalist who works as a reporter for Newsy, a video
news network, is featured wearing a black leather jack-
et, jeans, sneakers and a hijab. Tagouri, who is of Libyan
descent and whose goal is to become the first “hijabi”
anchor on commercial US television, says that her strug-
gles as a Muslim woman growing up in the United
States have helped her move ahead in her career.
Tagouri, who has a social media following of more than
100,000, first gained attention after launching the viral
#LetNoorShine campaign in 2012.

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The administrative court yesterday said the
Cabinet decision to increase petrol prices is illegal, since
it was issued in violation of the law, but it rejected a
request to suspend the increase immediately. Judge
Jassem Al-Rashed said the decision was issued by the
Cabinet based on a recommendation by a Cabinet com-
mittee that reviewed subsidies and prices of public serv-
ices. However it was implemented without getting the
approval of the Supreme Petroleum Council (SPC), the
highest oil decision-making body headed by the prime
minister, the court said.

This violated a law issued in 1980 establishing Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation that states that decisions like this
should be approved the SPC and issued in an Amiri decree,
the court insisted. Based on this understanding, the court
ordered the government to scrap the petrol hike decision
issued in August, which came into effect on Sept 1.

The ruling was based on a petition filed by lawyer and
former MP Nawaf Al-Fuzai and backed by a number of
lawyers and citizens, who said that hiking petrol prices
harmed the citizens and residents of Kuwait. But the
court rejected another request by them to immediately
suspend the increase until the appeals court has issued
its verdict in the case. It said that there was no immedi-
ate need to suspend the hike decision.

The case will now go to the court of appeals and later
to the court of cassation, whose decisions are final. If the
appeals court confirms the lower court ruling, them the
price hike will be suspended immediately. It was not
immediately known what the government will do to rec-
tify the procedural flaw in anticipation of the appeals
court’s decision. 

Continued on Page 13

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Seventeen boys were
injured yesterday when their private
school bus turned over along Jahra
Road while heading to school in the
early hours of the morning. Nine
ambulances were dispatched to the
scene and the injured students were
rushed to Jahra Hospital for treat-
ment, said Assistant Undersecretary
for Medical Services Affairs at the
Ministry of Health Jamal Al-Harbi in a
statement. 

Security sources said that nine of
the schoolboys suffered mild injuries,
four were hospitalized for further
treatment, while four others were
treated and discharged. Hospital staff
are dealing with these cases with
utmost priority, considering the
injured students’ ages range between
eight and 11. Officials later said 12 out
of the 17 students were discharged.
Separately, a six-year-old Kuwaiti girl
was instantly killed when she was run
over by a school bus in Doha. 

17 students injured in school bus accident

KUWAIT: The wreckage of a bus that overturned after colliding with another vehicle, injuring 17 students, is seen yesterday. (Inset)
One of the injured students is seen at Jahra Hospital. 

Schoolgirl killed 

Congress rejects Obama veto of 9/11 bill
Saudi Arabia has ways to hit back at lawsuit effort

WASHINGTON: This frame grab from video shows the floor of the Senate on Capitol
Hill yesterday, as the Senate acted decisively to override US President Barack
Obama’s veto of Sept 11 legislation. — AP 

ALGIERS: OPEC agreed yesterday to cut its oil output for
the first time since 2008, with the group’s leader Saudi
Arabia softening its stance on arch-rival Iran amid mount-
ing pressure from low oil prices. Two sources in the
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries said
the group would reduce output to 32.5 million barrels
per day from current production of 33.24 million bpd.
How much each country will produce is to be decided at

the next formal meeting of OPEC in November, when an
invitation to join cuts could also be extended to non-
OPEC countries such as Russia, sources said.

Oil prices jumped more than 5 percent to trade above
$48 per barrel as of 1830 GMT after the outcome of OPEC’s
informal meeting in Algeria took traders by surprise. Still,
many said they wanted to see the details of the deal. 

Continued on Page 13

OPEC reaches first deal to 
cut oil output since 2008 

ALGIERS: Participants gather ahead of an informal meeting between members of the Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) in the Algerian capital yesterday. — AFP 

JERUSALEM: Israel’s Shimon Peres was widely
admired around the world as a peacemaker and
visionary, but the view in the Arab world was more
complex: Memories linger of another Peres, who
built up Israel’s military might, waged war in
Lebanon and promoted
policies seen as harmful to
the Palestinians. In a reflec-
tion of this sentiment,
Peres’ death yesterday was
greeted with official silence
across the Arab world - in
sharp contrast to the emo-
tional tributes that poured
in from the West.

While a long list of
Western dignitaries pre-
pared to descend upon
Jerusalem for Peres’ funeral
tomorrow, no Arab leaders
are yet scheduled to come. Even Egypt and Jordan,
the two countries that have peace accords with
Israel, had no official reaction yesterday. Arad Nir,
the foreign affairs commentator for Channel 2 TV,
said it would be “very sad” if the people who Peres
negotiated with did not attend the funeral. “It puts
a question mark on Shimon Peres’ vision, his life’s
mission: Peace,” he said.

The silence reflects the animosity toward Israel
in the Arab world, particularly at a time when the
peace process Peres helped launch has collapsed
and Arab anger is high at the hardline policies of 
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Arabs greet Peres’ 
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