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‘Under the influence’

KUWAIT: A 34-year-old Briton under the influence of
drugs was arrested after he tried to enter Shaab
Palace holding a sword he waved around. Security
sources noted that the suspect damaged a police
patrol car’s windshield with the sword before police-
men controlled and arrested him. Also, two bedoons
were arrested in Salmiya with drugs, said security
sources. 

Students attacked

A young man and a ‘tomboyish’ girl barged into a
private university campus, where they assaulted a
number of girls before fleeing. In their rush to leave,
they left tomboy’s ID behind with the campus secu-
rity, said security sources. 

Landmine in Kabd desert 

A citizen reported finding a landmine in Kabd desert.
Another citizen also reported finding a landmine near
his farm along Salmi highway. Bombs squads were
dispatched to the scenes in both cases to deal with
the mines.

Drunk citizens arrested

Two drunk citizens were arrested for deliberately
ramming their  vehic le  into an expat ’s  car,
assaulting him and demanding he repairs their
vehicle. Security sources noted that eyewitness-
es said that the accident was the two heavily
drunk citizens’ fault. 

Homebrewed liquor

A Nepalese was arrested in Mangaf with homebrewed
liquor he had prepared for sale, said security sources,
adding that detectives found 148 bottles in the sus-
pect’s vehicle. 

The Egyptian writer Ahmed Al-Shahawi wonders why
the founder of the Muslim Brotherhood Hassan Al-
Banna never showed interest in the Prophet’s (PBUH)

poet Hassan ibn Thabet, instead showing great interest in
another poet known to lead a shameless life full of passion
for women and liquor, because of which he became
famous as Sari Al-Ghawani (Pursuer of Courtesans) instead
of his real name Muslim ibn Al-Walid, in the Abbasid era. 

The reason behind Shahawi’s exclamations is that
Banna issued this book only a few years after he founded
the Muslim Brotherhood in the mid-1930s, and thus his
book became the first Arabic book about this particular
poet that later became a reference for whoever wrote
about him. Shahawi also noticed that Banna was infatuat-
ed by this poet’s lifestyle and poetry that mainly focused
on women and wine. 

This sounds weird and needs an explanation. How can
the founder of an Islamic group, which later on became
the most famous and most widely and geographically
widespread, combine his religious values and his interest
in a poet mainly interested in women, liquor and shame-
lessness? Where was he more credible - in calling for Islam

or in calling for the poet’s shamelessness and love for
women and liquor? Do the current followers of the Muslim
Brotherhood know about this book written by their
founder and supreme guide? Do they share the same
interest in poetry about women and booze?   

In my opinion, and I am not defending Banna here,
assessment should be subject to various elements includ-
ing the time when a specific incident took place, because
things that may seem strange to us nowadays might have
seemed normal according to the norms of those times. For
instance, we might criticize a girl from the 1960s wearing a
miniskirt, forgetting that such attire was prevalent then,
was not eccentric and was not worn by certain classes of
women. 

In my opinion, towards the beginning of his life, Banna
went through a period of experiments and thus launched
his religious call, while at the same time, started a career in
literature and poetry, deciding to carry on with whichever
succeeded first. I do wish he had succeeded in literature
and poetry, because then we would have been in a much
better situation! 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 

Al-Banna and ‘Pursuer of Courtesans’

Al-Anbaa

By Saleh Al-Shayeji

On each visit to Kuwait International
Airport, I feel very sorry and disgusted
with it, especially when I reminisce about

how the very same airport used to look like
when I was younger, before it was disfigured
and tampered with. I still remember how some
hotshot genius came up with the idea of
expanding the airport into a massive, chaotic
shopping mall with shops occupying the majori-
ty of its area, leading to unbearable conges-
tions. 

What use are these shops, except for the tele-
com branches and money exchangers, for passen-
gers? Necessary services can be provided after the
passport lounge, with a limited number of outlets
such as car rental offices in order to avoid unjusti-
fied congestions currently taking place. 

An airport usually gives the first impression
about a country. It is a basic element of evalua-
tion for all visitors. I personally feel much
embarrassment on seeing visitors arrive at the
airport during high seasons. A visitor will surely
be infatuated with the airport’s pink color that
has only been chosen as an official one by the
civil aviation department because the director
likes it. 

Visitors are keen on easier procedures in
checking in and out. Order is the thing our mis-
erable airport misses. Arriving and departing
passengers meet everywhere. Smoking, which is
banned, is seen all over the airport. The arrival
passport lounge immediately gets overcrowded
when five flights land simultaneously. Both long
and short term parking lots are not enough,
simply because the airport has turned into a
shopping mall, attracting more customers than
passengers. The traffic department is incapable
of controlling traffic at the main gate. 

I am fully convinced that the main missing
element is not a spacious building. Any new
building will never solve the problem, because
order is the key thing we lack at the airport, as
well as in many other public facilities. Many
smaller airports receive heavier passenger traffic
simply because they are well-organized and
managed. We do not need pink boards, cafes,
restaurants or garment stores inside the airport
to improve it. All we need is a very strict system,
which we lack in most sectors in Kuwait. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 

Kuwait Airport- feel 
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Al-Jarida

By Ali Mahmoud Khajah
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Illicit pills and meth

A citizen was arrested in Ahmadi with illicit pills and
meth, said security sources. The suspect resisted
arrest before he was controlled and detained. A citi-
zen wanted for nine cases, including financial
claims, theft and robberies,  was arrested in
Ahmadi.  —Al Rai, Al-Anbaa

Al-Tijari offers Premier customers a 

discount at New Mowasat Hospital

KUWAIT: As part of Commercial Bank
of Kuwait ’s ongoing endeavors to
offer its customers tailor-made servic-
es that include discounts and promo-
tions in partnership with top notch
retailers, service provider centers and
health care providers, the bank has
announced a special 15% discount
offered to its Premier customers at
New Mowasat Hospital on selected

medical  ser v ices  including
Dermatology and Cosmetics Surgery,
Dietar y  S er vices,  Depar tment  of
Digestive Diseases and Endoscopy,
Rheumatology and Physical Medicine
Center. 

The discount is offered for all Al-
Tijari Premier customers using debit
or credit cards. The promotion period
wi l l  expire  on 31/12/2016.  New

Mowasat Hospital is one of the lead-
ing hospita ls  in  Kuwait .  The
Commercial Bank of Kuwait always
str ives to cater  for  i ts  customers’
ever-changing needs and require-
ments by providing them the best
offers  and discounts in Kuwait  in
recognition of their continuous loyal-
ty and trust in the bank’s services
and product offerings.

KUWAIT: The Ambassador of the Republic of Botswana Manyepedza Lesetedi on Tuesday organized a reception on the occasion of the Botswana National Day. It was attended by diplomats and
top dignitaries —Photos by Joseph Shagra
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Saudi has special status 

in the minds of Kuwaitis

KUWAIT:  Ajman tr ibe leader
Sheik h Sultan bin Salman Al-
Hethleen said Saudi Arabia has a
special status in the hearts and
minds of  Kuwait is,  Arabs and
Muslims, especially under the lead-
ership of the current Custodian of
the Two Holy Mosques King
Salman bin Abdul Aziz, his Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Nayef and

Deputy Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman. Speaking in a press
release on the occasion of cele-
brating Saudi Arabia’s 86th nation-
al day, Bin Hethleen stressed that it
was a day of joy for all Arabs and
Muslims. He also hailed the efforts
exerted by Saudi Arabia to make
this year’s hajj season a successful
one. 


