
The Pentagon has expressed concern IS
fighters could use mustard gas to defend
Mosul. Even after Mosul is retaken, the war
against IS will be far from over. The jihadists

are likely to revert to insurgent tactics, such
as bombings of civilians and hit-and-run
attacks on security forces, following the
demise of their “state” in Iraq. — AFP

WASHINGTON: The United States is ready to
send around 600 troops to Iraq to train local
forces for an upcoming offensive on the Islamic
State group stronghold of Mosul, US officials
told AFP yesterday.

IS seized Mosul along with other areas in
June 2014, but the country’s forces have since
regained significant ground from the jihadists
and are readying for a drive to retake Iraq’s sec-
ond city.

Speaking on condition of anonymity ahead
of a formal announcement, the officials said the
troops would mainly be deployed to Qayyarah, a
strategically vital air base south of Mosul that
will help funnel supplies and troops toward the
city. 

US Defense Secretary Ashton Carter was due
to make an announcement later Wednesday
while on a work trip to Albuquerque, New
Mexico. “In consultation with the government of
Iraq, the United States is prepared to provide
additional US military personnel to train and
advise the Iraqis as the planning for the Mosul
campaign intensifies,” another US official said,
again speaking on condition of anonymity.

A US-led coalition is carrying out air strikes
against IS in Iraq, and Washington has author-
ized the deployment of more than 4,600 military
personnel to the country. Most are in advisory or
training roles, working with Iraqi and Kurdish
peshmerga forces, but some American troops
have fought IS on the ground, and three mem-
bers of the US military have been killed by the
jihadists in Iraq.

Earlier yesterday, Prime Minister Haider al-
Abadi’s office indicated it has requested “a final
increase in the number of American trainers and
advisers” to support Iraqi troops in the northern
city. The statement from Abadi’s office noted
that American forces are helping Iraq in its battle
against the jihadists, but their presence remains
extremely politically sensitive due to the nine-
year war the United States fought in the country.

The statement said the number of trainers
and advisers would start to be reduced as soon
as Mosul is retaken from IS, and also asserted
that no American troops had fought alongside
Iraqi troops.

In reality, American special forces have fought
IS alongside Iraqi Kurdish forces on several occa-

sions that have been made public, and likely in
other operations that have not come to light.

A million displaced?   
Speaking in New Mexico on Tuesday, Carter

said he expected the Mosul offensive to begin in
the coming weeks, but stressed the decision was
an Iraqi one. “The plan is quite elaborate,” he
said. “All of this is under the command of Prime
Minister Abadi.” The United Nations warned that
military operations there could cause up to a
million people to be displaced.

Last week, US President Barack Obama said
US-backed Iraqi troops could be in a position
“fairly rapidly” to liberate Mosul, though he
warned “this is going to be hard, this is going to
be challenging.”

Separately, the US military concluded Tuesday
that a rocket fired earlier this month at the
Qayyarah air base, which houses hundreds of US
troops, contained no mustard agent, as initially
suspected. In neighboring Syria, hundreds of US
forces are deployed alongside Kurdish and rebel
fighters to battle IS, which is also facing air raids
by the international coalition.
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US to send ‘around 600’ more troops to Iraq 

GIs to train local forces 

BAGHDAD: This file photo taken on January 26, 2016 shows US soldiers speaking as they train Iraq’s 72nd Brigade taking part in a live-fire exercise in Basmaya base. — AFP

KANSAS CITY: A Missouri man is suing an
imprisoned police officer convicted of violat-
ing his civil rights two years ago, when the
officer repeatedly shot him with a stun gun
during a traffic stop and gave him a heart
attack that he says nearly killed him.

Bryce Masters, who was 17 at the time of
the September 2014 confrontation with
Independence police officer Timothy Runnels,
also is suing the Kansas City suburb, its former
police chief and Arizona-based Taser
International Inc., which made the stun gun
and which Masters accuses of marketing a
“defective, unreasonably dangerous” product.
The lawsuit, which seeks unspecified dam-
ages, was filed Monday in federal court in
Kansas City.

Runnels, who has apologized in court to
Masters and said he never meant to harm him,
was sentenced in June to four years in federal

prison for violating Masters’ civil  r ights.
Witnesses testified that Masters went into car-
diac arrest when Runnels shot him in the
chest with a Taser after the teen refused to get
out of his car.

Video evidence
Video from Runnel’s patrol car shows

Runnels using the stun gun on Masters and,
after the teenager went limp from the electri-
cal charges, handcuffing him and dragging
him to the curb, where he dropped Masters on
the pavement face -down. “You don’t like to
play by the rules, do you?” the lawsuit quotes
Runnels as telling the unresponsive Masters,
whose teeth were broken when they hit the
pavement.

According to the lawsuit, Masters had been
in cardiac arrest for more than seven minutes
by the time an ambulance arrived. No one had

tried resuscitating him, and he had turned
blue. He eventually was “remarkably” revived
using a heart defibrillator.

According to prosecutors, Runnels “contin-
uously” shocked Masters with his stun gun
while the teen was on the ground and
unthreatening, then submitted a misleading
police report that omitted or falsely described
the amount of force he used. Runnels also
tried to hinder the police department’s inves-
tigation of the matter, prosecutors alleged.

Taser declined comment Wednesday,
telling The Associated Press by email that it
doesn’t discuss pending litigation. The
Independence police department did not
immediately respond to messages seeking
comment. Runnels’ previous attorney, J.R.
Hobbs, told the AP that Runnels’ family is con-
sidering its options on how to respond to the
lawsuit. — AP
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