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LOS ANGELES: Donald Trump’s remark that he had
“much better temperament” than Hillary Clinton
carried the night as the No. 1 most-social moment
on Facebook and Twitter during their first presiden-
tial debate Monday night.

“I think my strongest asset, maybe by far, is my
temperament,” Trump said during the debate,
prompting Clinton to respond, “Whew!” with a grin
and shimmy of her shoulders. The debate, held at
Hoftra University in New York, was moderated by
“NBC Nightly News” anchor Lester Holt.

The Republican nominee was roundly mocked
on social media and by late-night TV hosts for the
“temperament” comments, given his notorious ten-
dency to spout angry and spiteful comments, not
to mention his performance during the debate in
which he repeatedly interrupted both Clinton and
Holt. Shortly after the debate ended a pro-Clinton
super PAC, Priorities USA Action, released a 30-sec-

ond ad on YouTube coupling Trump’s comment
about temperament being his “strongest asset”
with obscenity-strewn clips of him hurling invec-
tive (which the org said also began airing in seven
states):

Conversations
Trump, for better and for worse, sucked up most

of the oxygen on social media.  On Facebook, he
had 79% share of the conversation, compared with
21% for Clinton, while Twitter said Trump’s share of
tweets was 62% versus 38% for Clinton during the
debate.

The most-retweeted tweet of the night was four
years old: It was a Trump post from Nov. 6, 2012, in
which he wrote, “The concept of global warming
was created by and for the Chinese in order to
make US manufacturing non-competitive.” During
the debate Trump falsely said he had never called

global warming a hoax, after Clinton called him out
on the issue.

Overall, 18.6 million people on Facebook in the
US generated 73.8 million likes, posts, comments
and shares related to the Trump-Clinton debate,
which ran from 9 p.m. ET until just past 10:30 p.m.
Over the course of the entire day, Facebook report-
ed 55 million views of debate-related Facebook
Live videos.

The Facebook livestreaming activity included
ABC News’ coverage of the first presidential debate,
which exceeded 8 million views. In total, ABC News
said its digital coverage of the first presidential
debate notched 4.2 million unique visitors across its
properties on desktop, mobile and over-the-top
platforms. — Reuters

Meanwhile, CBSN, CBS News’ digital streaming
news service, set a new single-day viewership
record Monday with 2.98 million streams and 1.4

million unique viewers for the day. At press time,
Twitter did not have data on number of users who
engaged in tweeting about the debate, but the
company said it was the most-tweeted-about
debate to date. Twitter also live-streamed the
debate, under a deal with Bloomberg Media, show-
ing the video alongside a stream of related tweets.

According to Facebook, the most-discussed
issues among users related to the debate were: tax-
es, ISIS, racial issues, the US economy, and crime
and criminal justice.

ESPN’s FiveThirtyEight said it hit an all-time sin-
gle-day record traffic across all metrics during the
event, including 8.2 million minutes and an average
minute audience of 5,720, according to Adobe
Analytics. Between 9 p.m. and midnight ET,
FiveThirtyEight.com attracted 30,700 average
minute impressions and peaked at 40,500 between
10 and 11 p.m. — Reuters

Trump’s ridiculed claim tops social chatter

BEIRUT: Russian or Syrian warplanes knocked a
major Aleppo hospital out of service yesterday,
hospital workers said, and ground forces inten-
sified an assault on the city’s besieged rebel
sector, in a battle that has become a potentially
decisive turning point in the civil war.

Shelling damaged at least another hospital
and a bakery, killing six residents queuing up
for bread under a siege that has trapped
250,000 people with food running out. The
World Health Organization said it had reports
that both hospitals were now out of service. 

The week-old assault has already killed hun-
dreds of people, with bunker-busting bombs
bringing down buildings on residents huddled
inside. Only about 30 doctors are believed to
be left inside the besieged zone, coping with
hundreds of wounded a day.”The warplane flew
over us and directly started dropping its mis-
siles . . .  at around 4 a.m.,” Mohammad Abu
Rajab, a radiologist at the M10 hospital, the
largest trauma hospital in the city’s rebel-held
sector, told Reuters.

“Rubble fell in on the patients in the inten-
sive care unit.” M10 hospital workers said oxy-
gen and power generators were destroyed and
patients were transferred to another hospital.
There were no initial reports of casualties in the
hospital.

Photographs sent to Reuters by a hospital
worker at the facility showed damaged storage
tanks, a rubble strewn area, and the collapsed
roof of what he said was a power facility. The
government of President Bashar al-Assad,
backed by Russian air power, Iranian ground
forces and Shi’ite militia fighters from Iran, Iraq
and Lebanon, has launched a massive assault to
crush the rebels’ last major urban stronghold.

Syria’s largest city before the war, Aleppo has
been divided for years between government
and rebel zones, and would be the biggest
strategic prize of the war for Assad and his
allies.

Taking full control of the city would restore
near full government rule over the most impor-
tant cities of western Syria, where nearly all of
the population lived before the start of a con-
flict that has since made half of Syrians home-
less, caused a refugee crisis and contributed to
the rise of Islamic State.

Unprecedented bombing
The offensive began with unprecedentedly

fierce bombing last week, followed by a ground
campaign this week, burying a ceasefire that
had been the culmination of months of diplo-
macy between Washington and Moscow.

Washington says Moscow and Damascus are
guilty of war crimes for targetting civilians, hos-
pitals, rescue workers and aid deliveries, to
break the will of residents and force them to
surrender. Syria and Russia say they target only
militants.

U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon also
said those using “ever more destructive
weapons” were committing war crimes and that
the situation in Aleppo was worse than “a
slaughterhouse”. The Syrian army said a Nusra
Front position had been destroyed in Aleppo’s
old quarter, and other militant-held areas tar-
geted in “concentrated air strikes” near the city.

France’s Foreign Minister Jean-Marc Ayrault
said he was working to put forward a United
Nations Security Council resolution to impose a
ceasefire in Aleppo, and that any country that
opposed it would be deemed complicit in war

crimes. “This resolution will leave everyone fac-
ing their responsibilities: those who don’t vote
it, risk being held responsible for complicity in
war crimes,” he said.

Another hospital,  M2, was damaged by
bombardment in the al-Maadi district, where at
least six people were killed while queuing for
bread at a nearby bakery, according to the
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights monitor-
ing body and residents.

Food supplies are scarce in the besieged
area, and those trapped inside often queue up
before dawn for food. The collapse of the peace
process leaves US policy on Syria in tatters and
is a personal blow to Secretary of State John
Kerry, who led talks with Moscow despite scep-
ticism from other top officials in President
Barack Obama’s administration. — Reuters

Battlefield victory
Washington says the offensive shows Assad

and Russian President Vladimir Putin have
abandoned negotiations in order to seek bat-
tlefield victory, turning their backs on an earlier
international consensus that no side could win
by force.

Assad’s Iranian and Lebanese Hezbollah
allies have said in recent days the war will be
won in combat. But the rebels remain a potent
military force even as they have lost control of
urban areas. The collapse of peace efforts ends
a proposed scheme to separate Western-
backed fighters from hardened jihadists.

It has also raised the question of whether
the rebels’ foreign backers, states including
Saudi Arabia, Turkey and the United States, will
increase military backing to rebels who have
long said weapons they provide are inade-
quate.

The rebels’ main demand has long been for
the provision of anti-aircraft missiles, but
Washington has resisted this, fearing they could
end up in the hands of jihadists. US officials
told Reuters in Washington that the collapse of
the Syrian ceasefire had heightened the possi-
bility that Gulf states, particularly Saudi Arabia,
might arm rebels with shoulder-fired anti-air-
craft missiles.  A senior rebel commander,
speaking on condition of anonymity, said it was
not out of the question that this could happen.
“The Americans might thinking about doing
something, but nobody knows how big it will
be,” the commander said.

Another rebel commander told Reuters his
group had received deliveries of a new type of
Grad surface-to-surface rockets. The rockets,
with a range of 22-40 km, had arrived in “excel-
lent quantities” and will be used on battlefronts
in Aleppo, Hama and the coastal  region,
Colonel Fares al-Bayoush said.

Fierce fighting accompanied by air strikes
was reported on Wednesday in northern Hama
province between rebels, the Syrian govern-
ment and allied forces. The Syrian army is trying
to recapture territory lost this week to insur-
gents who launched a major offensive to push
down towards government-controlled Hama
city at the start of September.  — Reuters

ALEPPO: A wounded Syrian child is rushed into a hospital after she was hit by mortar shells that targeted Aleppo’s government-controlled
Aziziyah and Suleimaniyah neighbourhoods yesterday. — AFP 

Warplanes knock out Aleppo hospital 

as Russian-backed assault intensifies

Turning point in the civil war 

PARIS: The editorial production room of the
International New York Times, a Parisian fix-
ture for nearly 130 years, closed on Tuesday,
staff said. Editorial production of the interna-
tional version of the New York Times in Paris
stopped a few days ago under a plan that the
owners announced in April.

The publication has appeared under vari-
ous titles over the course of its long history,
most recently as the International Herald
Tribune, which it dropped in 2013. One Paris-
based editor, who asked not to be named,
told AFP yesterday: 

“We had a party with champagne here last
night.”

Editing and pre-press print production of
the paper will be transferred to New York and
Hong Kong. The Paris news bureau of the New
York Times and an advertising department will
remain in the French capital.

Pascal Lebegue, a French union representa-
tive for the paper, said 69 of the 113 jobs in

Paris would be lost. “It was the presence in
Paris of the journalists who wrote it which
made the newspaper what it was. Now they
are based in New York,” Lebegue said.

The International Herald Tribune, the only
international newspaper in English produced
in Paris, first appeared in 1887 as the Paris
Herald, aimed at American expatriates. When
its first owners, the New York Herald, shut in
1966, the New York Times and the Washington
Post took over part ownership and from 1991
they had a 50-50 share in the newspaper.

The New York Times eventually took full
ownership in 2003 and in 2013 renamed it
International New York Times. When the plan
to shut the editorial offices in Paris was
announced, editors said in a memo to staff:
“Only by moving ahead with this proposal can
we assure our ability to maintain our interna-
tional print presence for the coming years and
do so in a way that will best serve our interna-
tional readers.” — AFP

International New York 

Times journalists leave Paris   

BAGHDAD: Bombings targeting shopping
areas in Shiite districts of the Iraqi capital
on Tuesday killed at least 17 people and
wounded more than 50, security and med-
ical officials said.

The Islamic State jihadist group claimed
an attack in the Baghdad Jadida neighbor-
hood in the east of the city, saying it was
carried out by a man wearing an explosive
vest. Officials said at least eight people
were killed and at least 29 wounded in
Baghdad Jadida, although some said the
area was hit by a roadside bomb as well as
a suicide bomber.

Conflicting accounts are common in the
confused aftermath of attacks in Iraq:
police at the scene said it was hit by a road-
side bomb that wounded six people but
left no fatalities. Another suicide bomber
targeted the Bayaa area in south Baghdad,
killing at least nine people and wounding

at least 26, officials said.
There was no immediate claim of

responsibility for that attack, but IS fre-
quently carries out suicide bombers target-
ing Iraqi Shiite Muslims, whom it considers
to be heretics. Tuesday’s violence came two
days after another suicide bombing
claimed by IS killed six people in western
Baghdad. A day before that, bomb and gun
attacks claimed by the jihadist group killed
12 people in the area of Tikrit, a city north
of the capital.

Iraqi forces are preparing for a push on
Mosul, the last IS-held city in the country,
after regaining much of the Iraqi territory
the jihadists seized in June 2014. But IS has
maintained the ability to carry out attacks
in government-controlled areas even as
the jihadist group lost ground, and it is like-
ly to increasingly turn to such insurgent
tactics if it loses Mosul. — AFP

ISTANBUL: Turkey said yesterday that
courts have placed 32,000 suspects under
arrest on charges of links to a group run by
the US-based preacher blamed for July’s
failed coup, as the country braces for the
most extensive trials in its history. 

Justice Minister Bekir Bozdag told NTV
television that 70,000 people had been
investigated after the attempted putsch on
July 15, 32,000 of them remanded in cus-
tody. “This process is continuing,” he said.
The numbers of those arrested marks an
increase of more than 10,000 from figures
previously given by the government.

Bozdag said that there could be new
arrests, while some of those currently held
could still be freed under judicial control or
freed entirely. Some two-and-a-half
months after the coup attempt aimed at
ousting President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
led to a crackdown unprecedented in
Turkey’s modern history, there is still no
indication as to when trials might start.

The trials of tens of thousands of people
will be the biggest legal process in Turkey’s
history and are set to put the system under
enormous pressure. “It is not entirely clear
how the trials will be carried out,” Bozdag
acknowledged.

Cramped jails    
Bozdag said trials would take place in

cities across the country and not in one sin-
gle venue. But he indicated that in some
places, purpose-build facilities would need
to be set up. While the minister said
Istanbul already had sufficient capacity for
its trials, a special venue was needed for
Ankara and work was taking place on a trial
venue at Sincan outside the capital. “People
are not going to be put on trial in just one
place but trials will take place in all of
Turkey,” he said.

Turkey has already granted some 38,000
convicts early release in an apparent bid to
create more space in cramped jails for the
coup suspects. Turkish media reports say
the authorities plan to build 174 new pris-
ons over the next five years, which would
increase the country ’s current prison
capacity of less than 200,000 by another
100,000.

The purge after the coup has touched
every sector in Turkey with those arrested

ranging from top former generals to jour-
nalists and pastry magnates. Youth and
Sports Minister Akif Cagatay Kilic told the
Anadolu news agency Wednesday that 322
people had been suspended from his min-
istry on suspicion of being affiliated to US-
based preacher Fethullah Gulen, accused
of orchestrating the attempted overthrow.

On Tuesday, 87 staff were dismissed
from the National Intelligence Organization
(MIT), in the first purge so far of the power-
ful spy agency.

Turkey’s Western allies have expressed
concern over the magnitude of the crack-
down which is being imposed within a
three-month state of emergency
announced after the coup.

Ankara has insisted that the rule of law
is being observed and has said there will
be right of appeal for anyone unfairly
caught in the sweep.

Gulen, who has lived in self-imposed
exile in the United States since 1999, has
denied that he was linked to the coup in
any way. Bozdag said Turkey has asked
Washington to place Gulen under arrest
while the US authorities consider Ankara’s
extradition request, with an answer expect-
ed in the next day or two.

‘Resist persecution’   
The defeat of the coup prompted a

wave of solidarity in Turkey, which had
seen governments directly ousted on three
occasions by the military since 1960. But
amid signs that the unity is beginning to
crumble, the leader of the opposition
Republican People’s Party (CHP) on
Wednesday made his most severe criticism
yet of the crackdown.

Kemal Kilicdaroglu said the CHP was
against the state of emergency which he
said had affected one million “victims”
across Turkey.

He claimed teachers had lost their jobs
simply for being union members, soldiers
jailed as they followed orders on the night
of the coup and cited the case of a police
officer detained for sending money
through a Gulen-linked bank. “We must
defend justice... I will resist this persecu-
tion,” Kilicdaroglu said in a televised speech
from the city of Tokat. “I will be on the side
of the oppressed.” — AFP
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ISTANBUL: This file photo taken on July 15, 2016 shows people taking to streets near
the Fatih Sultan Mehmet bridge during clashes with military forces. — AFP


